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GHOST ROAST
by Shawnee´ Gibbs, illustrated by Emily Cannon
Ages 13 and up, 224 pages, Pub September 2023

For fans of Witch Boy, Anya's Ghost, and The Okay Witch, Ghost Roast delivers 
a paranormal adventure of first crushes, lost histories, and the impossible task 
of fitting in when Dad is a ghosthunter—all in one stand-alone YA graphic novel!

BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER MEETS GHOSTBUSTERS—WITH A BLACK PROTAGONIST 
A unique entry in the popular paranormal teen drama genre, Ghost Roast features a 
hero who'd rather be popular than follow in her father's ghost-hunting footsteps.

SWEET BLEND OF ROMANCE, HISTORY, AND FRIENDSHIP
While there are some mature elements, main character Chelsea focuses on 
developing self-confidence, connecting with her dad, and learning how to make 
friends without sacrificing her own individuality. Ghost Roast has something for 
everyone: kids who love ghosts, teens who love romance, readers who love learning 
about American history, and young people learning how to balance friendship, 
parental expectations, and individual interests and desires.

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS
The Gibbs Sisters writing team, Shawnelle and Shawnee' Gibbs, 
are the authors of the Glyph Award–nominated adventure series, 
The Invention of E.J. Whitaker. They have both served as staff 
writers for Warner Bros. Animation and have written for 
DreamWorks Animation, Mattel Studios, and Disney Television 
Animation. Originally from Oakland, California, the pair currently 
live and play in Los Angeles.

Emily Cannon studied at the Rhode Island School of Design for a BFA in Illustration. 
She currently lives in St. Pete, Florida, where she is continuing to create stories.
Ghost Roast is her debut graphic novel.

Click Here to Read



ATANA AND THE FIREBIRD
by Vivian Zhou
Ages 8-12, 256 pages, Pub October 2023

Hildafolk meets Wingbearer in Atana and the Firebird, the first book in a 
middle grade graphic novel duology, which follows the adventures of a 
mermaid, a firebird, and a witch as they become entangled with the 
mysterious and powerful Witch Queen, who may hold the key to Atana’s past.

Atana’s island may be quiet and peaceful, but mostly, it’s lonely. Unable to return to 
her people, she craves an answer to her question: what could she have possibly 
done to be cast out of the merfolk kingdom? But when the outside world is full of 
magic hunters, who would stop at nothing to capture a mermaid like her, she can’t 
summon the courage to leave. But one day a firebird named Ren glides down from 
the sky with dreams of seeing the wonders of Earth and the desire for a friend to join 
her along the way. Together, Atana and Ren set out to seek adventure only to find 
that they attract danger from all around. It is only thanks to the All-Seeing Witch 
Queen that they survive. But as Atana grows closer to discovering the mysteries of 
this Queen and her reasons for keeping Ren so close, she’ll have to decide if the 
chance of returning home is worth risking the fate of her new friends.

CHINESE FANTASY GRAPHIC NOVEL
Written and illustrated by debut author Vivian Zhou, this Chinese-inspired mythology 
adds fresh new twists that center the value of found family.

MORE IN THE PIPELINE
There are more adventures with Atana and her friends in store for Summer 2025.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Vivian Zhou is a Chinese Canadian storyteller and comic enthusiast. She is a graduate 
of the Sheridan College Animation program, where she discovered her passion for 
telling stories through different mediums. She loves exploring different worlds 
in her stories and creating diverse characters. She hopes to create work that 
is fun and exciting.



HOOKY VOLUME 3 (Book 3 of 3)
by Míriam Bonastre Tur 
Ages 8-12, 400 pages, Pub September 2023

The witchy middle grade adventure from the #1 digital comic platform Webtoon 
comes to an epic conclusion as Dani and Dorian struggle to overcome their 
demons and work together for the good of their world years after they first left 
home. A classic good-vs-evil struggle plays out on an epic stage in this hilarious, 
heartwarming comic.

Reeling from three years of anti-magic rule under the king—and three years 
disconnected from twin witches Dani and Dorian—Princess Monica, Nico, Damien, and 
Prince William know that it is now their responsibility to save the kingdom, and their 
friends, before darkness prevails. Determined to uncover the circumstances of Dorian’s 
disappearance and rescue reigning Queen of the Witches Dani from her mysterious 
curse, the group comes together for one final, epic adventure. On a mission that takes 
them across the kingdom, friendships are tested, romances bloom, and the past holds 
the key to their future. Hooky Volume 3 provides a thrilling, heartfelt conclusion.

WILDLY POPLULAR AND CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED SERIES
Hooky has maintained incredible sales, selling over 170,000 copies since publication. It 
was a PW, Indie, and NYT Bestseller, won the Barnes and Noble Best Young Reader 
Award, and was selected as an ALA Best Graphic Novel for Children. 

STAR AUTHOR 
Míriam has 35k followers on Twitter and 189k followers on Instagram. Her posts about 
the HOOKY book consistently get great engagement from excited fans!

RIGHTS SOLD FOR SERIES: Italian (Gribaudo), Spanish (Planeta), French (Dupuis), 
Catalan (entreDos), Hebrew (Keter), German (Loewe)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Míriam Bonastre Tur studied comics at Escola Joso Art School. She has drawn 
many zines and collaborative comics in Spanish, and now works as a character 
designer in the animation. Visit her on Twitter and Instagram @miriambonastre



LIGHTFALL: THE DARK TIMES (Book 3 of 6)
by Tim Probert
Ages 8-12, 256 pages, Pub April 2024

The critically acclaimed Lightfall series continues in Lightfall: The Dark Times, 
and Irpa has fallen into complete darkness. New threats emerge from the 
shadows as Bea and Cad continue their quest to restore light and warmth to 
their world.

It’s been three months since the Lights went dark in the land of Irpa. Bea, Cad, and 
the rest of their fellowship have set up camp in the Old Lighthouse, clearing out 
shadows and other creatures from the surrounding area. But as the air grows colder 
and food becomes increasingly scarce, it’s time to make a move and leave their 
temporary home behind. While the rest of the fellowship seeks refuge in Baihle, Bea 
and Cad's search takes them to Cad's birthplace and beyond in search of answers. As 
their journey through darkness reveals more secrets of Irpa’s past, help from 
an unexpected ally shines a light in the darkness, providing a clue to a mystery from 
long ago. . . and a beacon of hope for the future.

AN IMMERSIVE WORLD 
Probert’s beautifully rendered world of Irpa is filled with careful details in every 
panel—it’s a world that readers will want to return to time and time again, with 
something new to discover with every read. Book 3 explores the consequences of our 
heroes’ actions that caused their planet to fall into shadow. 

RIGHTS SOLD FOR SERIES: Dutch (Silvester Strips), French (Gallimard), German
(Crosscult), Hebrew (Keter), Italian (HarperCollins Italia), Norwegian (Fontini), Polish
(Wydawnicza Foksal), Spanish (HarperCollins Iberica), Russian (Mann, Ivanov, and 
Ferber), Czech (Albatros Media)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Tim Probert has illustrated children’s books, including Dungeons & Dragons: 
Dungeon Academy, the Rip and Red series, and Pickle. He is also an art 
director at the animation studio Nathan Love. He lives in upstate New 
York with his wife and two cats. Find him online at www.timprobert.com.

Critically 
Acclaimed 

Author

COVER TO 
COME



To View Video, Click Here 



BREAK (Book 6 of 8)
by Kayla Miller
Ages 8-12, 224 pages, Pub September 2023

Kayla Miller, the New York Times bestselling author-illustrator of Click, Camp, 
Act, Clash, and Crunch and co-author of Besties returns with a new Olive story! 
Olive is less-than-excited to be spending Spring Break stuck with her dad...will 
she be able to make the most of her trip, or will everything break apart?

Spring Break is full of possibilities… but not for Olive. This year, Olive is leaving her 
friends and all of their exciting vacation plans behind to visit her dad at his new 
apartment in the city. Goober is thrilled to spend a whole week with their father and 
has a long list of activities for their time together. Olive, on the other hand, still 
remembers the hurt of their dad moving halfway across the world. She would rather 
spend time with her friend Bree or scrolling through her new phone to keep up with 
everything she’s missing back home, than catch up with him. As the week winds on, the 
normally easygoing Olive finds feelings of loneliness and resentment throwing her out 
of whack. Will Olive’s Spring Break be a Spring Bust? 

NYT BESTSELLING SERIES
Previous graphic novels about Olive are 
New York Times bestselling titles. Over 1 million 
books have been sold over the last 4 years. 

FRESH PERSPECTIVES
Kayla Miller provides a nuanced and modern take on what childhood, school life, family 
life, and friendships look like for the children of divorced households.

SERIES RIGHTS SOLD: Polish, Spanish, ANZ, Italian, Korean, Hebrew, Russian

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kayla Miller is the New York Times bestselling author-illustrator of Click, Camp, Act, 
Clash and Crunch. They have a BFA in Illustration from the University of the 
Arts in Philadelphia. Kayla lives and works in New York. Visit her at 
www.kayla-miller.com and on Twitter and Instagram @kayke.



THE CIRCUIT
by Francisco Jiménez, illustrated by Celia Jacobs
Ages 8 and up, 240 pages, Pub September 2023

Poignantly told from a young boy’s perspective, the popular and award-winning 
memoir centered on a Mexican family working California’s fields is now a 
powerful graphic novel for readers of Illegal and They Called Us Enemy.

An honest and evocative account of a family’s journey from Mexico to the fields of 
California as seen through the eyes of a boy who longs for education and the right to 
call one place home. Now brought to life with beautiful and resonant artwork.

ADAPTATION AN ACCLAIMED BOOK
A Boston Globe-Horn Book Award-winner that is widely anthologized 
and a popular choice for one community reads, this 
holds enduring fascination for readers of all ages. 

AWARDS FOR THE CIRCUIT
Winner of the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award, A 
Booklist Editor’s Choice, Américas Award Winner 
for Children’s and Young Adult Literature, Winner 
of the California Library Association’s John and 
Patricia Beatty Award, Jane Addams Honor Book 
Award, American Library Association Best Book for 
Young Adults, A Smithsonian Notable Book for Children.

BELOVED AUTHOR
Multi-award-winning, Jiménez’s memoirs 
have sold more than 1 million copies.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Recipient of the John Steinbeck Award, Francisco Jiménez is the renowned Pura 
Belpre Honor-winning author of the memoir series The Circuit, Breaking 
Through, Reaching Out, and Taking Hold, which has been included in the 
American Library Association Booklist’s 50 Best Young Adult Books of All Time.

Click Here to Read



RUN AND HIDE
by Don Brown
Ages 13 and up, 192 pages, Pub September 2023

A gripping, nonfiction graphic novel that follows the stories of Jewish children, 
separated from their parents, who escaped the horrors of the Holocaust. From 
the Sibert Honor and YALSA Award–winning creator behind The Unwanted, 
Drowned City, and others.

In the tightening grip of Hitler’s power, towns, cities, and ghettoes were emptied of 
Jews. Unless they could escape, Jewish children would not be spared their deadly 
fate in the Holocaust, a tragedy of unfathomable depth. Only 11% of the Jewish 
children living in Europe before 1939 survived the Second World War. Run and Hide 
tells the stories of these children, forced to leave their homes and families, as they 
escaped certain horror. 

Acclaimed nonfiction storyteller Don Brown brings his expertise for journalistic 
reporting to the deeply felt personal narratives of Jewish children who survived 
against overwhelming odds.

DON'S SIGNATURE, HUMAN-FOCUSED NARRATIVE 
Brown treats the tragic events of the Holocaust, and the stories of children who 
were impacted, with sensitivity and a keen journalistic eye. Part of a Jewish family, 
this is a personal work for Don.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Don Brown is a YALSA Excellence in Nonfiction and 
two-time Sibert Honor award–winning creator of 
nonfiction teen graphic novels. Praised for his 
resonant storytelling and evocative, delicate 
watercolor paintings, Brown "has put the 
finishing touches on the standards for storyographies,”
says School Library Journal. He lives in New York. 
Visit him at www.booksbybrown.com and on Instagram @donsart.

Nonfiction 
Title

Click Here to Read



UNHAPPY CAMPER 
by Lily LaMotte, illustrated by Ann Xu
Ages 8-12, 208 pages, Pub April 25, 2023

From the creators of the acclaimed Measuring Up, comes a second graphic novel 
about the relationship between two sisters who rebuild their bond at a 
Taiwanese American summer camp—a heartwarming story about identity and 
the importance of being true to yourself and standing up for what you believe in.

HEARTWARMING STORY OF SISTERHOOD
This story is a lovely tale of two sisters bonding during summer camp and reconnecting 
with their Taiwanese culture. This book is a beautiful reminder of the importance of 
family and sisterhood in our lives. 

RECONNECTING TO TAIWANESE CULTURE
In this book, the sisters learn to take pride in their culture. From a young age, people of 
color are socialized to assimilate into American culture. But in this book, the characters 
learn to take pride in their Taiwanese heritage and celebrate their differences. 

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS
Lily LaMotte has an MFA from Hamline's Writing for Children 
and Young Adults program, and is on the SCBWI Western 
Washington Advisory Committee as Monthly Programming 
Coordinator. Visit her at www.lilylamotte.com.

Ann Xu is an Ignatz-nominated cartoonist and illustrator. 
She graduated from the Maryland Institute College 
of Art with a BFA in illustration. She previously 
worked with Lily LaMotte on the graphic novel
Measuring Up as well as the graphic novel Shadow 
Life. Visit Ann at www.annixu.com.

Measuring Up Rights sold: French (Editions Rue de Sevres), 
Hebrew (Kinneret Zmora)

October 2020



PILLOW TALK
by Stephanie Cooke, illustrated by Mel Valentine Vargas
Ages 14 and up, 304 pages, Pub November 2023

Grace Mendes a.k.a. Cinderhella, is a fierce competitor in the PFF, a pillow 
fight federation that’s part roller derby, part professional wrestling. But in this 
fresh, coming-of-age YA graphic novel, Grace needs to learn to overcome her 
biggest enemy: herself. For fans of Check, Please and Bloom.

INSPIRED BY A REAL SPORT LEAGUE
Yes, there is a real pillow fight league based in Toronto, Canada. The author, 
Stephanie Cooke, participated in the league (yes, we have video proof). And while 
the PFF in Pillow Talk is more like a cross between the spectacle and drama of 
professional wrestling and the tough, punny personas of roller derby, it maintains 
the basic rules of the real league—all first point of contact must be made through 
pillows!

COMMERCIAL APPEAL
For fans of Glow, Whip It, and WWE, with bright, accessible art and dynamic fight 
scenes, Pillow Talk fuses fun with depth as protagonist Grace wrestles with body 
image, insecurity, the toxicity of social media and her changing relationships. Come 
for the pillow fights, stay for the timely coming-of-age social commentary!

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS
Stephanie Cooke is an award-winning writer and editor based 
out of Toronto, Canada. She’s an avid reader, gamer, movie 
watcher, and lover of puns. Oh My Gods! and ParaNorthern
are out now. Her next middle-grade series, Racc Pack will be 
out in Fall 2023. Pillow Talk is her debut YA graphic novel.

Mel Valentine Vargas is a Miami born, Chicago based, Latinx comic creator and 
illustrator. Their work is largely inspired by LGBT, POC, and fem experiences, and is 
focused in graphic storytelling with themes that help highlight minority 
lifestyles. It is Mel's goal to ensure that their illustrations help people who 
are not often represented feel a little less alone and a lot more love.

COVER TO 
COME

Click Here to Read



THE SECRET OF THE RAVENS
by Joanna Cacao
Ages 8-12, 272 pages, Pub October 2023

In this charming Filipino-inspired middle grade graphic novel, a young orphan 
must join forces with a mysterious and ancient mage to save his twin sister from 
a deadly poison after the two are swept up in a series of magical ravens’ quests.

Twin siblings Elliot and Liza only have each other. Their parents are gone. Their home 
was taken, and to survive on their own, they’re forced to scrounge up plastic and metal 
to trade for coin within an abandoned garbage heap. Desperate to escape the 
vagabond cycle that they’re trapped in, the answer to their plight seemingly appears 
when they stumble upon a Raven Quest—magical tasks offered by mysterious 
message-carrying ravens that when successfully completed, promise the victors coin 
and untold riches. But when a quest goes terribly wrong, Liza is poisoned, and Elliot 
finds himself racing against the clock to find the cure. Now, the only way to save his 
sister is to join forces with a royal apprentice and a dark mage with mysterious motives 
of her own—even if it means sacrificing everything.

A RISING STAR IN THE WORLD OF COMICS
Author and illustrator Joanna Cacao is a rising star in the comics space. 
Joana is the illustrator of two-time Newbery Honoree and Kirkus Prize 
winner Christina Soontornvat’s debut graphic novel The Try Out, an 
instant #1 Indie Bestseller which has been praised by the New York 
Times and received buzz and critical acclaim, including a starred 
review from School Library Journal. 

FOR FANS OF Hooky, Witch Boy, Tidesong, and readers looking for fantasy stories with 
intricate world building and an exciting cast of characters.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Joanna Cacao is a Canadian-Filipino author, and illustrator that lives in Winnipeg with 
her grumpy Pomeranian, Danny. Joanna is the illustrator of The Tryout and 
The Secret of the Ravens is her author-illustrator debut. She loves working 
on magical and fantastical stories.



THE COOL CODE 2.0: THE SWITCH GLITCH
by Deirdre Langeland, illus. by Sarah Mai (Book 2 of 2)
Ages 8-12, 224 pages, Pub September 2023

For fans of Raina Telgemeier and Kayla Miller comes the second graphic novel in 
the funny slice-of-life Cool Code series. Morgan, Zoey, and Daniel discover that 
the popularity app they've coded is being used to wreak mischief and destroy 
friendships in their school. It's up to them to fix the glitch!

When the coding club finds that their app has a malicious user, Morgan, Zoey, and 
Daniel code an update to contend with a mischievous llama avatar that’s guiding a not-
so-popular kid named Marcus to cause chaos in the school. Annoying little siblings, 
chaotic pranks, and more abound as they race to repair the glitchy app—and their own 
friendships—in their school before the damage is irreversible.

EVERGREEN MIDDLE GRADE SUBJECT MATTER
The Switch Glitch continues the series' dive into the middle 
grade social scene. While the first book focused on popularity, 
this zeroes in on conflicts within friendships.  

STEM FOCUS AND INCLUSIVE ILLUSTRATIONS
The crew in the coding club invites readers to see themselves 
engaging with technology in a super cool and fun way! Mai’s 
expressive illustrations showcase an inclusive school of kids.

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS
Deirdre Langeland has been a children’s book editor and 
writer for more than twenty years. As an editor, she has edited award-winning picture 
books, unique and quirky comics, high-concept middle grade fiction, and in-depth 
narrative nonfiction. 

Sarah Mai is an illustrator, cartoonist, and writer. She developed a passion for 
graphic novels at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. Her main inspiration 
is bold color, strong, playful shape making, street style, and people watching.

COVER 
NOT FINAL

November 2022



THE CRYPTID CLUB #3: 
THE CHUPACABRA HOOPLA (Book 3 of 4)
by Michael Brumm, illustrated by Jeff Mack
Ages 6-10, 96 pages, Pub September 2023

The Chupacabra Hoopla is the third title in the hilarious, four-book, graphic 
novel series The Cryptid Club. Super sleuth Lily, her younger brother Henry, 
their neighbor Oliver, friend Ernie and nemesis-turned-comrade Daisy must 
band together to figure out why the Chupacabra is stealing all their lunches 
before all the kids at school lose it from hunger.

The Cryptid Club is hungry for a new adventure! When the school lunches go missing 
and mysterious spaghetti-sauce tracks lead to the woods, Lily has no choice but to 
enlist the help of her main nemesis, Daisy, to help catch the crook. As the school 
continues to go without any food, the starving students begin fighting over the last 
crumbs. Then, the school custodian reports that his sandwich was stolen by a large-
eyed creature with sharp claws! Can Lily, Henry, Oliver, Ernie, and Daisy solve the 
mystery of the Chupacabra before the entire school turns into the hunger games?

VALUING OUR DIFFERENCES AND UNIQUENESS  
In each graphic novel, the Cryptid Club will investigate a mystery that features an 
unusual creature—a Loch Ness Monster, a Swamp Creature, a Banshee, and other 
elusive beings. But these creatures aren’t scary. They’re misunderstood and want 
nothing more than to be able to pursue their own dreams. Leave it to The Cryptid 
Club to help them do just that!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Michael Brumm is a writer/producer for The Late Show with Stephen Colbert. He’s 
also been a consulting producer for At Home with Amy Sedaris and a four-time 
Emmy-winning writer for The Colbert Report. He is the coauthor of the children’s 
book His Royal Dogness, Guy the Beagle and has written for various magazines 
and video games. 



THE WORST RONIN
by Maggie Tokuda-Hall, illustrated by Faith Schaffer
Ages 14 and up, 272 pages, Pub March 2024

Nimona meets Attack on Titan in this edgy, hilariously campy, genre-defying 
YA graphic novel written by the author of Squad.

When an unlikely pair of female samurai-for-hire reluctantly team up—one running 
from the grief of her past, the other running toward a glorious future—the two 
uncover a conspiracy that sets them both on the same twisty path of revenge, 
murder, fame, and maybe even friendship, because sometimes the best partner-in-
crime brings out the very worst.

You know Maggie Takouda-Hall as the author of indie darling Squad from 
Greenwillow’s list, and the novel The Mermaid, The Witch and the Sea. Here she 
continues to broaden her range alongside debut artist Faith Schaffer to bring to life 
this unforgettable pair of characters with fantastic art and spot-on humor.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
You know Maggie Takouda-Hall as the author of indie darling Squad from 
Greenwillow’s list, and the novel The Mermaid, The Witch and the Sea. Here she 
continues to broaden her range alongside debut artist Faith Schaffer to bring to life 
this unforgettable pair of characters with fantastic art and spot-on humor.

You can read her writing for adults in her column for Catapult Magazine (Fear and 
Loathing in Utero), and her fiction on The Rumpus, Joyland Magazine, and Columbia 
Journal for Literature and the Arts.

She lives in Oakland, California with her husband, son, and objectively perfect dog.

COVER 
NOT FINAL



A TALE OF TWO KNIGHTS: 
LANCELOT AND TRISTAN
by James Persichetti, illustrated by L. Biehler
Ages 13 and up, 336 pages, Pub March 2024

An inclusive, lushly illustrated debut YA graphic novel offering a magical 
twist on an enduring myth.

In this queer reimagining of Arthurian legend, knights of the roundtable Lancelot 
and Tristan set out on a risky quest to locate the missing magician Merlin only to 
find themselves taking an even greater risk… with their hearts. 

Move over Arthur and Guinevere…it’s time for Lancelot and Tristan to take over as 
the best love story of all the Arthurian legends.

Debut team James Perischetti and L. Biehler bring to life this lushly illustrated YA 
graphic novel that offers a magical twist on an enduring myth, perfect for fans of 
Legendborn and Nimona.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
James is a writer, freelance developmental editor, and teacher for writing craft 
workshops. A Tale Of Two Knights is his debut. James' short fiction appears in the 
Rocky Mountain Fiction Writers 2020 Anthology WILD. When not writing, he 
enjoys dabbling in foreign languages, including Italian and Japanese. 

He can be found on Twitter @JPPersichetti.

COVER 
NOT FINAL

Debut
Author



A FOR EFFORT
by Jarad Greene
Ages 8-12, 224 pages, Pub December 2023

In the latest semi-autobiographical book from Jarad Greene (A-Okay, F'21) Jay 
faces a new world of friendships, self-discovery, and stress about the future as 
he enters his freshman year of high school.

Just when Jay feels like he’s getting a handle on growing up, freshman year feels like 
starting over again. His parents are already worried about college, and none of Jay’s 
friends from middle school are going to the same high school as him. Even worse, Jay’s 
favorite elective—art—isn’t available, so he has to find his creative outlet elsewhere: 
theater. But hey, painting sets and designing costumes doesn’t sound so bad, does it? 
Unfortunately for Jay, there’s a Shakespearean twist in store: to succeed in theater, he 
needs to do more than just set design…He needs to perform, too. Memorizing scripts 
and acting weren’t exactly what he had in mind when he agreed to this, but with a 
little effort and support from his new friends, there’s nothing Jay can’t overcome. 

REAL KIDS, REAL PROBLEMS 
Jay is loosely based on Jarad’s own struggles with puberty and experiences as an 
asexual person. Drawing from his childhood, Jarad brings an unmatched level of 
authenticity and empathy to his characters and stories. 

ACE REPRESENTATION 
There’s simply not enough representation of asexuality in the middle grade market, 
and that includes in the graphic novel space as well. Jay’s early explorations about his 
sexuality fills a very important white space on the shelf. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jarad Greene both works on his own comics and on staff at the Center for Cartoon 
Studies. He is also the author and illustrator of the graphic novel Scullion: A 
Dishwasher’s Guide to Mistaken Identity. Find him online at 
www.jaradgreene.com.

A-OKAY Rights sold: Spanish (Grupo Editorial Norma)

COVER 
NOT FINAL



ANT STORY
by Jay Hosler
Ages 8-12, 160 pages, Pub February 2024

Ant Story (The Way of the Hive, W'21) tells the a tale of a charismatic cartoon 
ant born into a colony of real leafcutter ants that examines how we seek to 
understand the natural world with the stories we tell one another.

Jay Hosler, the author of The Way Of The Hive, is back doing what he does best: 
exploring the ecosystem of some of our world’s tiniest creatures. This time, it’s the 
ant! It is loaded with information about these often-misunderstood insects, alongside 
Hosler’s beautiful artwork. 

Ant Story tells the a tale of a charismatic cartoon ant born 
into a colony of real leafcutter ants that examines how we 
seek to understand the natural world with the stories we 
tell one another. The cartoon ant named Rubi guides readers 
through this microscopic alien world, and is a character you 
can’t help but root for and connect with.

The Way Of The Hive earned a starred review from 
Kirkus and was named a Kirkus Best Book of the Year. 
Neil Gaiman called it, “A wonderful graphic novel.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jay Hosler has been a biology professor at Juniata College 
since 2000. He is currently the Chair of the Biology Department 
and holds the David K. Goodman, Jr. ’74 Endowed Chair in Biology 
Juniata College. He has received several awards for teaching and 
earned a grant from the National Science Foundation to create a 
comic book textbook called Optical Allusions for his Sensory Biology class.

THE WAY OF THE HIVE RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese Complex (Yuan-Liou Publishing)

COVER 
NOT FINAL

April 2021



WIRES CROSSED
by Beth Fantaskey, illustrated by Erin O’Neill Jones 
Ages 8-12, 224 pages, Pub December 2023

A smart and funny slice-of-life graphic novel about navigating the ups and 
downs of middle school—from first crushes to crushing the school's science 
competition.

To Mia, it seems like everyone is growing up too quickly around her. Her longtime 
best friend Addy starts hanging out with a popular group that aren't the nicest and 
then Terrick, her best friend from science camp, is moving to her town but seems way 
too confident even as a new kid for Mia to be much help showing him around. Wires 
Crossed is about Mia finding her own confidence and settling in with the right group 
of people as she, Terrick, and new artsy friend Kinsey work together to win the 
science fair.

STEM STORYLINE
Science lovers will see themselves in Mia, Kinsey, and Terrick's science fair adventure! 
Young girl readers will especially resonate with curious main character Mia, 
representative of countless girls in STEM whose interest often goes unrecognized and 
uncelebrated.  

PERENNIAL THEMES
Beth Fantaskey's themes of self discovery, finding confidence, and navigating 
friendships form a tried-and-true hypothesis for a story that will resonate with and 
inspire young readers.

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS 
Beth Fantaskey is the author of Jessica's Guide to Dating on the Dark Side, 
Jessica Rules the Dark Side, Jekel Loves Hyde, and Buzz Kill. Shelives in rural 
Pennsylvania with her husband and two daughters.

Erin O'Neill Jones has drawn for publishers and brands such as: DC, IDW, 
Jordan Brand, Marvel, and Simon & Schuster. Her debut graphic novel series 
Reject Squad will be published in 2024 by Balzer + Bray. 



OFFICER CLAWSOME: CRIME ACROSS TIME
by Brian "Smitty“ Smith, illus. by Chris Giarrusso (Book 2 of 2)
Ages 8-12, 240 pages, Pub March 2024

In Officer Clawsome: Crime Across Time, our crime-fighting duo Clawsome
and Stariana are back to solve a time-bending mystery of epic proportions. 
Perfect for fans of Dogman and SpongeBob, readers are sure to snap this 
series right up!

This is the second installment in a highly commercial, super-hilarious, underwater 
adventure series, Officer Clawsome: Crime Across Time! Like book one, Crime Across 
Time is funny, punny, and full of action and adventure.

Clawsome and his trusty partner, a starfish named Stariana, are called into action 
once more. When their arch nemesis Brain Sturgeon discovers how to time travel,
with plans to not only dominate their beloved, present day Caper Cover, but every
Caper Cover that EVER existed and beyond!

Smitty continues to bring that same sense of humor we’ve all come to love to this 
book, and Chris’s visuals are full of even more action-packed excitement that 
younger readers are sure to eat up with a spoon.

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS
Brian “Smitty” Smith is a New York Times bestselling author and winner of the Kids 
Read Comics “Most Epic Adventure” award. He lives in Greensboro, North Carolina, 
where he writes and draws awesome clawsome comics, and lots of other things, too!

Chris Giarrusso is the Harvey award-nominated artist and writer best known for 
creating, writing, and drawing G-Man, a series of books loved by readers of all ages. 
His work has been published by Andrews McMeel, Scholastic, Marvel, Image, IDW, 
Lion Forge, Valiant, Ahoy Comics, and several independent publishers.


