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SparkPress is an independent, hybrid
imprint focused on merging the best of
the traditional publishing model, such
as manuscript vetting and traditional
distribution through Ingram Publisher
Services, with new and innovative
strategies, such as higher royalties and
more creative control for authors. We are
proud to bring to market this list of New
York Times best-selling, award-winning,
and debut authors with an array of fiction
and nonfiction titles to entertain, empower,
and change readers everywhere.
GoSparkPress.com
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highlights
Since launching in 2014, SparkPress has . . .

Published more than
30 best-selling authors

Sold and transitioned a
best-selling book series to
HarperCollins

SPARK Award for
Excellence in Independent
Publishing for Children:
Illustrated Book category

2021 Kirkus Indie
Books of the Year

Sold multiple rights in foreign
countries and film rights
Seen its authors earn
more than 260 awards and
finalist titles

2022 USA Today
best seller

Series winner of 17
awards, including 2
IBPA Benjamin Franklin
Awards Gold medals.

SparkPress has received rave reviews from . . .

The House Children
Echoes of War
Tree Dreams
So Close
The Frontman
Hindsight

The Leaving Year,
starred review
The House that Made
Me, starred review
A Dangerous Woman
from Nowhere
The Thorn Queen,
starred review

Firewall

Above the Star

Hindsight, starred
review

Just Like February
A Song for the Road

Girl With a Gun

The House Children

Deepest Blue

The Restless Hungarian

Resistant

The Opposite of Never
Rubicus Prophecy
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August 2022

Hello, Goodbye
A Novel
Kate Stollenwerck
Description:
Fifteen-year-old Hailey Rogers is sure her summer is ruined
when her parents force her to spend a few days a week helping
her grandmother, Gigi. Although she only lives across town,
Hailey never sees her grandmother and knows little about her.
But Gigi is full of surprises—and family secrets. Throw in the
gorgeous boy down the street, and Hailey’s ruined summer
might just be the best of her life.
Then tragedy strikes, lies are uncovered, and Hailey’s life
suddenly falls apart. After unearthing clues in an old letter
written by her great-grandfather, she takes off on a road trip to

Publication Date: August 2, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Young Adult Fiction
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-145-2
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-146-9
“Hello, Goodbye is a moving, heartfelt story
about life-altering family secrets, confronting
the past, and the healing power of human
connection. This story will stay in your heart
long after the last page.”

solve the family mystery with the only person she can trust. In
a forgotten Texas town, the past and the present collide—and
Hailey is forced to choose what she truly values in life.

about the author:
Kate Stollenwerck is an attorney turned author. A fifthgeneration Texan, she graduated from Northwestern University
and the University of Texas at Austin School of Law. She now
lives in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, with her husband, three
children, and a crazy cat.

—Robin Reul, author of Where the Road
Leads Us and My Kind of Crazy
“Hello, Goodbye is one utterly compelling
‘sweet ride.’ In this wise and engaging
debut, Stollenwerck deftly weaves together
a coming-of-age story with themes of love,
loss, the joy of music, and the downstream
weight of long-held family secrets. Most of all,
Hello, Goodbye will leave you yearning for a
Gigi of your own.”
—Tracy Dobmeier and Wendy Katzman,
coauthors of Girls with Bright Futures
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August 2022

The Year Without
a Summer
A Novel
Arlene Mark
Description:

Explosive volcanic eruptions are cool, really, cool. They inject ash
into the stratosphere and deflect the sun’s rays. When eighth grader
Jamie Fulton learns that snow fell in June in his hometown because
of an eruption on the other side of the world, he’s psyched! He could
have snowboarded if he’d lived back in 1815 during the year without a
summer.

Publication Date: August 16, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Young Adult
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-147-6
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-148-3
“A wonderful and captivating read about
courage, commitment, and the power to make
a difference at any age. Don’t go another day
without reading The Year Without a Summer.”
—Howard Roughan, New York Times
best-selling author of The Promise of a Lie
“Mixing a teenage romance with political and
environmental commentary, The Year Without
a Summer is an inspiring novel.”
—Foreword Reviews

Clara Montalvo, who recently arrived at Jamie’s school after surviving
Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico, has a different take on all this. She is
astounded—and disturbed—by Jamie’s frenzied enthusiasm for what
she considers an obvious disaster. The teens’ battling arguments
cause science class disruption and create academic trouble: Jamie’s
headed for a failing grade in science, and may not even graduate
from eighth grade; Clara’s scholarship hopes are dashed. And school
isn’t the only place where Jamie and Clara are facing hardship: as
they quarrel whether natural disasters can be beneficial, their home
lives are also unraveling. Uncertainty about Jamie’s wounded brother
returning from Afghanistan and Clara’s unreachable father back in
Puerto Rico forces the two vulnerable teens to share their worries
and sadness. As their focus shifts from natural disasters to personal
calamities to man-made climate changes, the teens take surprising
steps that astonish them. Ultimately, through hard work and growing
empathy for each other, as well as for their classmates’ distress over
the climate change affecting their lives, Jamie and Clara empower
themselves and the people they touch.

about the author:

Arlene Mark grew up in Western PA steel country before making her
way to NYC to begin her career. After working in fashion, marrying,
and committing to her family, she lived in London, Caracas, and
Toronto with husband and three children before settling in CT.
She has an MA in special education and a certification in school
psychology. Her work has appeared in Highlights for Children,
Spider, Skipping Stones, Adolescence, Their World, and Greenwich
Magazine. She is the author of To the Tower: A Greenwich Adventure
and a coauthor of Paraverbal Communication with Children: Not
Through Words Alone and has served as a Greenwich Time
contributing editor writing articles about children’s emotional lives.
When not writing, Arlene can be found lobstering with her husband,
Reuben, visiting schools in Asia and Latin America, reading (mostly
books for kids), and screening new films.
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August 2022

Evangeline’s Heaven
A Novel
Jen Braaksma
Description:
War is ravaging the Seven Heavens. Lucifer and his
Commoner supporters, the lowest class of angels, are rebelling
against God’s plan to exile them to the new Earth. When
Lucifer departs on a desperate war mission, he leaves his
daughter, Evangeline, to defend their home in First Heaven.
Fiercely loyal and trained to fight, Evangeline stands ready to
do her father’s bidding.

Publication Date: August 30, 2022
Collections: Fantasy
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-153-7
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-154-4
“Jen Braaksma’s Evangeline is an engaging,
complex protagonist who knows her worth
but struggles to find her place and is torn
between love and truth. Evangeline’s will take
you on the journey of a lifetime.”
—Alison Levy, author of the Daemon
Collecting Series
“Fast-paced and beautifully written,
Evangeline’s Heaven will make you question
everything you thought you knew about
angels and leave you wanting more.”
—Lenore Borja, author of The Last Huntress:
Mirror Realm Series Book I

But things change when Evangeline overhears the archangel
Gabriel forming a plan to destroy Lucifer—because, as he tells
his son, Michael, he believes Lucifer’s plan is to find the Key
to the Kingdom and claim the power of God to control all the
Heavens for eternity. Refusing to believe her father capable of
such treachery, Evangeline sets off to alert him.
As she battles through the Heavens, however, Evangeline is
shocked to discover that what she believed she knew about
her father might not be true after all. For the first time in her life,
she begins to question whether or not her father’s motives are
pure. With the fate of the Heavens hanging in the balance, she
must decide who she’s going to be: her father’s daughter, or
her own person.

about the author:
Jen Braaksma is a writer and book coach. She started her
career as a journalist, then veered into the classroom as a high
school English teacher for almost two decades. Now she helps
other writers develop and share their stories. She lives with
her husband and two teen daughters. And cats. Four of them.
Evangeline’s Heaven is her first published novel, though it’s not
the first one she’s written. That one still lives in her drawer. She
lives in Ottawa, Canada.
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September 2022

Reign Returned

The Felserpent CHRONICLES, BOOK ONE
Katie Keridan
Description:
Kyra Valorian is the most gifted Astral healer the golden-blooded
realm of Aeles has seen in ages. When tragedy strikes, Kyra
discovers she possesses a life-changing gift: she’s a Recovrancer,
able to enter the realm of the dead and recover those who’ve died
before their time. Unfortunately, recovrancy is outlawed in her realm.
Desperate for answers, Kyra will do anything to get them . . . even
partner with a dangerous enemy.

Publication Date: September 13, 2022
Collections:Fiction, Fantasy, Young Adult
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-155-1
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-156-8

Sebastian Sayre is the most sought-after Daeval assassin in all of
Nocens. A silver-blooded Pyromancer, he wields fire and dreams of
finding Rhannu, a legendary sword that makes its holder invincible.
Since the sword was long ago stolen from Nocens and hidden where
no Daeval can retrieve it, however, such a dream seems impossible
. . . until he encounters the one Astral who might be both able and
willing to help him.
As Kyra and Sebastian work together to uncover the secrets of their
realms, they also uncover secrets within their own pasts—pasts that
are far more intertwined than they ever imagined. Ultimately, in this
tale of discovery, destiny, and a love strong enough to outlast time,
remembering the past just may prove to be the only way to change
the future.

about the author:
Katie Keridan made her literary debut at ten years of age when she
won a writing contest by crafting a tale about her favorite childhood
hero, Hank the Cowdog. After that, Katie continued to write, through
college and graduate school and during her career as a pediatric
neuropsychologist. She slowly left the medical world behind to focus
exclusively on writing. In 2018 she self-published a poetry book,
Once Upon a Girl, and her work has been featured in Highlights Hello
Magazine, The Blue Nib, Youth Imagination Magazine, Red Fez, The
Red Penguin Review, Sand Canyon Review, and Every Day Fiction,
to name a few. She loves sharing her writing with others who feel
different, misunderstood, or alone. Katie lives with her husband and
two very demanding cats in San Jose, CA.
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September 2022

Journey to the
Heart Stone
A Novel
Catherine Raphael
Description:
In the beginning, the Goddess danced the world into existence.
Peace reigned for generations through matriarchal rule within
the Minca, Dute, and Carroo tribes. But then one man’s lust for
power destroyed this balance: Vestor assassinated his sister,
Mother of the Minca tribe. His army ravaged the Dute and
Carroo tribes. A once-idyllic world was thrust into war, famine,
and despair.
Yet today, there is hope. Vestor’s niece, Cora, has a vision: if
she can convince an emissary from each tribe to rendezvous
at the Heart Stone, she can overthrow her evil uncle, take her
rightful place as Mother Minca, and restore harmony.

Publication Date: September 27, 2022
Collections: Fantasy
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-167-4
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-168-1
“Journey to the Heart Stone is an epic fantasy
full of warmth, insight, humor, and intrigue.
Raphael delivers both a novel bound to
delight lifelong fantasy readers as well as a
story that feels refreshingly new. Don’t miss
Raphael’s beautiful debut novel and all the
wit, wisdom, and adventure within.”
—K.C. Mead-Brewer, author of The Hidden
People

But the Dutes have disappeared deep into their mountains.
There are rumors that the Carroos are extinct. And Cora must
move swiftly—lest Vestor learn that she’s pregnant with the
Mincan heir.

about the author:
Catherine Raphael grew up in a suburb of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, and has a bachelor’s degree in fine arts/
metalsmithing. She worked as a jeweler in Pennsylvania for
sixteen years, during which time she also traveled to Arizona
to do construction work on Arcosanti, Paolo Soleri’s “City
of the Future.” She is one of the founding mothers of the
Women and Girls Foundation of Southwest Pennsylvania,
and she has served on the boards of the Ms. Foundation for
Women and the Women Donors Network and volunteered with
other progressive women’s rights organizations. Her stories
have won prizes in Writer Advice and the Ageless Authors
competition, and her work has been short-listed in Women On
Writing and long-listed in Bumble Bee. This is her first novel.
She currently resides in Pittsburgh, PA.
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October 2022

The Sorceress

Witches of Orkney, Book 5
Alane Adams
Description:
As Abigail embarks on her third year at the Tarkana Academy,
the coven is under a dark cloud: their coven leader, Madame
Hestera, has fallen under a deadly curse and Anarae, a
powerful High Witch, has taken over the coven. Worse, Abigail
fears that Abignus, the malignant presence that once took
possession of her, has moved on to Calla.

Publication Date: October 11, 2022
Collections: Fantasy, Middle-Grade
Trim size: 6 x 9
Price: $12.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-157-5
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-158-2
Praise for the series:
“An enchanting new book full of magical
mischief and adventure . . . guaranteed to
please.:
—Foreword
“Adams’ concise prose delivers a quick
read that’s packed with colorful characters
and subplots. . . . Returning illustrator
Stroh’s bold black-and-white artwork, as in
the previous book, perfectly captures the
author’s stunningly detailed world.”

While Hugo and Abigail seek answers, a surprising ally appears
in Endera, Abigail’s longtime nemesis. Endera has sworn to
help bring Hestera back, and now she must rely on Abigail to
protect her from witchlings who want revenge and from the
dark forces working to tear the coven apart. As clues surface
that Anarae may not be a Tarkana witch at all but a powerful
sorceress from a far-off realm, Abigal and Endera become
stuck in the nightmarish Netherworld, leaving Hugo with the
dire dilemma of facing Anarae on his own. Will Abigail and her
companions stave off disaster one more time? Or does this
spell the end of Orkney forever? Join Hugo and Abigail in their
final adventure in this stunning conclusion to the Witches of
Orkney series.

about the author:
Alane Adams is an author, professor, and literacy advocate.
She is the author of the Legends of Orkney™ and Legends of
Olympus fantasy mythology series for tweens and The Coal
Thief, The Egg Thief, The Santa Thief, and The Circus Thief,
picture books for early-grade readers. She lives in Southern
California.

—Kirkus Reviews
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October 2022

Blue Flame

Book Two in the Daemon
Collecting Series
Alison Levy
Description:
While introducing Leda Morley, last of an ancient line of
gatekeepers, to the ins and outs of her daemon-collecting work,
Rachel Wilde encounters something far more dangerous than
any daemon: a young boy who stands alone against an unseen
yet terrifying enemy that has invaded his home—an inhuman
creature who, hellbent on revenge for a minor slight, intends
to harm the boy’s oblivious family. Meanwhile, Leda’s brother,
Simon, is feeling left out of his maternal family legacy but is
coping partly by helping Rachel’s friend Bach—a previously
homeless man with unusual mental abilities—get his life back
on track.
Publication Date: October 11, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Fantasy
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-168463-171-1
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-172-8

In the midst of all of this, Bach unintentionally but
serendipitously makes contact with a capable otherworldly
being who, with great reluctance, agrees to help Bach and his
friends take on the dangerous creature that’s just become their
problem to solve. Together, this group of unlikely allies must put
aside their differences to save an innocent child, and his family,
from a monster—before it’s too late.

about the author:
Alison Levy lives in Greensboro, North Carolina, with her
husband, son, and variety of pets. When she’s not writing or
doing mom things, she crochets, gardens, walks her collies,
and works on home improvement projects.
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October 2022

Drawing Outside
the Lines
A Julia Morgan Novel
Susan Austin
Description:
Meet the brilliant, fearless, and ambitious Julia Morgan. In 1883,
eleven-year-old Julia visits the amazing new Brooklyn Bridge—
an experience that ignites within her a small but persistent
flame. Someday, she decides, she too will build an astounding
structure.

Publication Date: October 18, 2022
Collections: Historical Fiction,
Middle Grade
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $12.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-168463-159-9
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-160-5
“Drawing Outside the Lines opens a window
into another time and place . . . a window
into the remarkable life of Julia Morgan,
who challenged gender discrimination to
follow her dream of becoming an architect.
Readers will find mirrors in Julia’s story as
she describes wanting something different—
something that doesn’t fit the norms of
the time and place. This wonderful story
encourages us to take a stand and follow our
dreams. It is indeed a story for our time—one
of inspiration and perseverance. A mustread!”
—Sarah Gill, author of Julia Morgan’s
Berkeley City Club

Growing up in horse-and-buggy Oakland, Julia enjoys daring
fence walks, climbing the tallest trees, and constantly testing
her mother’s patience with her lack of interest in domestic duties
and social events. At a time when “brainy” girls are the object
of ridicule, Julia excels in school and consistently outsmarts
her ornery brothers—but she has an even greater battle ahead.
When she enrolls at university to study engineering, the male
students taunt her and the professors belittle her. Through it all,
however, Julia holds on to her dream of becoming an architect.
She faces each challenge head-on, firmly standing up to those
who believe a woman’s place is in the home. Fortunately, the
world has yet to meet anyone like the indomitable Miss Morgan.
Drawing Outside the Lines is an imagined childhood of
pioneering architect Julia Morgan, who left behind her an
extraordinary legacy of creativity, beauty, and engineering
marvels.

about the author:
As an educator, Susan J. Austin knows the minds of young
readers. Her first novel, The Bamboo Garden, is set in Berkeley,
California, 1923, and describes an unlikely friendship between
two girls that is tested by a fierce fire that threatens to destroy
their town. Currently, she is writing about twelve-year-old Goldie,
a whiz kid in the kitchen who hopes that her culinary magic can
help her family’s delicatessen out of a pickle in 1928 Hollywood.
Susan and her husband live in Northern California, surrounded
by family, their splendid but fussy rose bushes, and a lifetime
collection of books. Learn more at www.susanjaustin.com.
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November 2022

The Last Huntress
Mirror Realm Series Book I
Lenore Borja
Description:

Publication Date: November 1, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Young Adult, Fantasy
Trim size: 6 x 9
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-173-5
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-174-2
“The Last Huntress is a fun fantasy with a
cool sisterhood vibe and a swoony romance!”
—Molly E. Lee, author of the Ember of Night
series
“Lenore Borja combines the magic of female
friendships with the power of timeless love in
this magnificent tale of gods and destiny.”
—Alison Levy, author of The Daemon
Collecting Series
“Immersive. Imaginative. Intriguing. The Last
Huntress is layered in Greek mythology,
adventure, and romance in a way that will
touch your soul.”
—Jen Braaksma, author of Evangeline’s
Heaven

Alice Daniels has a problem. Her reflection keeps misbehaving
when she looks in the mirror—and the longer she ignores it, the
harder it tries to get her attention. On her eighteenth birthday,
she learns why: she is a huntress, someone gifted with the
power to enter mirrors and the magical world that exists
beyond. But with this power comes immense responsibility,
for in the Mirror Realm lurks an evil that has infected the
human race for centuries: demons. It is up to her and her
three huntress sisters—with the help of one handsome and
overbearing protector—to hunt and banish this evil one demon
at a time, thereby keeping the chaos in check. But when an
ancient god pays Alice a visit that turns deadly, it is clear the
Mirror Realm is more than it seems, and she soon finds herself
in a race against time to save the life—and soul—of the one
man the gods are determined to never let her have.
The Last Huntress is a story of redemption and sacrifice, the
bonds of true sisterhood, and the impossible, sometimes
frightening, things we’ll do for love.

about the author:
Lenore Borja grew up in Phoenix, Arizona. She attended
Arizona State University before moving to New York City to
study acting at The American Academy of Dramatic Arts. After
a brief career as an actress, she spent several years working in
executive search and human resources in both New York and
San Francisco. She now resides in Fort Collins, Colorado, with
her husband and a bossy feline named Maximus. When she’s
not writing, she enjoys adventure travel and anything that gets
the heart racing, whether it’s hiking, running, or getting lost in a
good book.
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November 2022

My Big Heart-Shaped
Fail
a novel
Cindy Callaghan
Description:
In this hourly time-stamped, action-packed tween romantic
comedy, Abby Gray, feeling weighed down by her secrets
and lies, lets five balloons float into the sky with her deepest
secrets attached to them in a desperate attempt to clear her
conscience. Her relief is short-lived, though: the next day, those
balloons start dropping one by one at her school, revealing
Abby’s innermost thoughts to both friends and frenemies and
creating hilarious misinterpretations of crushes amongst her
peers.

Publication Date: November 1, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Romance,
Middle-Grade
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $12.95 paperback / $7.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-161-2
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-162-9

This is the worst day of her life . . . or is it? Before the last
bell rings, Abby manages to integrate the oddball who is
blackmailing her into her friend group and to fix the mix-ups the
notes have caused—not only getting couples back together but
also making a few new love matches—and finally comes clean
as the author of the notes that have created such chaos.

about the author:
Cindy Callaghan is best known for her book Just Add Magic
and its sequel, Potion Problems, which are the basis for the
Emmy-nominated Amazon Original live-action series Just Add
Magic. She is also the author of the middle-grade novels Lost
in London, Lost in Paris, Lost in Rome, Lost in Ireland (formerly
titled Lucky Me), and Lost in Hollywood; the award-winning
Sydney Mackenzie Knocks ’Em Dead; Saltwater Secrets, which
is also set up at a major studio; and, most recently, The Girl
Who Ruined Christmas. Cindy lives in Wilmington, Delaware.
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April 2022

Hope, A History of
the Future
A Novel
G.G. KELLNER
Description:
One quiet afternoon in 2037, Joyce Denzell hears a thud in her
family’s home library and finds a book lying in the middle of the
room, seemingly waiting for her—a book whose copyright page
says it was published in the year 2200. Over the next twentyfour hours, each of the Denzell family members discovers and
reads from this mystical history book from the future, nudged
along by their cat, Plato.

Publication Date: April 19, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Fantasy
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $16.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-123-0
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-124-7
This tale inspires dreams of the world we all
want to live in . . .”
—Priscilla Stuckey, author of Kissed by a Fox
and Tamed by a Bear
The past, present, and future meet through a
book that transcends time and connects us
all. Out of disaster emerges hope.”
—Bruce Haulman, historian and author of
Vashon-Maury Island: Images of America and
A Brief History of Vashon Island

As the various family members take turns reading, they
gradually uncover the story of Gabe, Mia, and Ruth—a saga
of adventure, endurance, romance, mystery, and hope that
touches them all deeply. Along the way, the Denzells all begin
to believe that this book that has seemingly fallen out of time
and space and into their midst might actually be from the
future—and that it might have something vitally important to
teach them.
Engaging, playful, and thought-provoking, Hope is a sevengeneration-spanning vision of the future as it could be—
based on scientific projections, as well as historical and legal
precedence—that will leave readers grappling with questions
of destiny, responsibility, and the possibility for hope in a future
world.

about the author:
Gayle G. Kellner lives on an island in the Salish Sea in a home
that has been in her family for over 100 years. She is a writer,
artist, poet, and former educator. She is a weekly guest on
the community radio program The Brown Briefly, a humorous
look at politics and culture. When she isn’t writing, reading, or
painting you can probably find her wondering the beaches and
forests of her island home with her dog, Pippi, or swimming in
her beloved Salish Sea. Gayle is allergic to cats. Visit her at
www.gaylekellner.com.
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