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SparkPress is an independent, hybrid
imprint focused on merging the best of
the traditional publishing model, such
as manuscript vetting and traditional
distribution through Ingram Publisher
Services, with new and innovative
strategies, such as higher royalties and
more creative control for authors. We are
proud to bring to market this list of New
York Times best-selling, award-winning,
and debut authors with an array of fiction
and nonfiction titles to entertain, empower,
and change readers everywhere.
GoSparkPress.com

2

highlights
Since launching in 2014, SparkPress has . . .

Published more than
30 best-selling authors

Sold and transitioned a
best-selling book series to
HarperCollins

SPARK Award for
Excellence in Independent
Publishing for Children:
Illustrated Book category

2021 Kirkus Indie
Books of the Year

Sold multiple rights in foreign
countries and film rights
Seen its authors earn
more than 260 awards and
finalist titles

2022 USA Today
best seller

Series winner of 17
awards, including 2
IBPA Benjamin Franklin
Awards Gold medals.

SparkPress has received rave reviews from . . .

The House Children
Echoes of War
Tree Dreams
So Close
The Frontman
Hindsight

The Leaving Year,
starred review
The House that Made
Me, starred review
A Dangerous Woman
from Nowhere
The Thorn Queen,
starred review

Firewall

Above the Star

Hindsight, starred
review

Just Like February
A Song for the Road

Girl With a Gun

The House Children

Deepest Blue

The Restless Hungarian

Resistant

The Opposite of Never
Rubicus Prophecy
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August 2022

Bit Flip
A Novel
Mike Trigg
Description:
Combining the corporate intrigue of Joseph Finder, the satirical
cultural critique of Dave Eggers, and the domestic drama of
Laura Dave, Bit Flip is a fast-paced contemporary thriller that
delivers an authentic insider’s view of the corrupting influences
of greed, entitlement, and vanity in technology start-ups.
Tech executive Sam Hughes came to Silicon Valley to “make
the world a better place.” He’s just not sure he’s doing that
anymore. And when an onstage meltdown sends him into a
professional tailspin, he suddenly sees the culture of the Bay
Area’s tech bubble in a new light.

Publication Date: August 16, 2022
Collections: Fiction
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-177-3
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-178-0
“As much a compelling narrative as it is a
critical analysis of contemporary capitalism,
this story worries over the coming future, in
which technology could take over much of
what people used to do. This helps to make
Bit Flip an engrossing novel that satirizes the
pretensions of tech bros and billionaires.”
—Foreword Clarion Reviews, 5 stars
“Trigg has worked magic here, combining
elements of Citizen Kane and Silicon Valley
into a readable bullet of a book. This is a
razor-sharp satire with a huge heart.”
—Joshua Mohr, author of All This Life and
Damascus

Just as Sam’s wondering if his start-up career and marriage
might both be over at fortysomething, an inadvertent discovery
pulls him back into his former company, where he begins to
unravel the insidious schemes of the founder and venture
investors.
Driven by his desire for redemption, Sam discovers a
conspiracy of fraud, blackmail, and manipulation that leads
to tragic outcomes—threatening to destroy not only the
company but also his own moral compass. Entangled in a web
of complicity, how far will Sam go to achieve his dreams of
entrepreneurial success?

about the author:
Mike Trigg was born in Kentucky and raised in Wisconsin. He
earned a BA from Northwestern University and an MBA from
University of California, Berkeley. Over his twenty-five-year
career in Silicon Valley, he has been a founder, executive, and
investor in dozens of venture-funded technology start-ups, as
well as a contributor to TechCrunch, Entrepreneur, and Fast
Company. He lives in Menlo Park, California, with his wife and
two sons. Bit Flip is his first novel.
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August 2022

The Gray Bird of
Baghdad

An Ex-Secret Service Agent’s
Desperate Mission to Save an Iraqi
Scientist
Stephen Phillip Monteiro
Description:
A missing Iraqi scientist, an ex–Secret Service agent, and the threat
of another biological terrorist attack—all these elements come
together in the gripping true story of the Gray Bird of Baghdad.
Iraqi microbiologist Thamer Abdul Rahman Imran has information
vital to stopping the unthinkable: a biological attack on the US. When
he learns that the new Iraqi government wants to arrest him and the
insurgents want to kill him, he goes into hiding.

Publication Date: August 30, 2022
Collections: Memoir
Trim size: 6 x 9
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-151-3
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-152-0
“Monteiro’s unrelenting quest gives the
reader a shocking view of inside bureaucratic
misfeasance and political hedging. His story
is a page-turning reveal of how a post-9/11
hatred evolved into a most unusual friendship
against the backdrop of a terrible war.”
—Alan Brenham, author of Price of Justice

Racing against time, ex–Secret Service agent Steve Monteiro and
his team set out on a mission to find the missing scientist and learn
what he knows. The journey takes them from the White House to
the Middle East as they fight bureaucrats in Washington who want
them to fail. Why? And what is this vital information that Thamer
possesses?
The Gray Bird of Baghdad tells the true story of one’s man’s quest to
protect his country and another man’s fight to save his family from the
ravages of a country at war.

about the author:
Stephen Phillip Monteiro is an expert in security, forensics,
intelligence, and bioterrorism. He spent more than twenty years as
a Special Agent with the US Secret Service and served in the US
Navy, where he was trained in cryptology. He was a member of the
elite Presential Protective Division at the White House and served
as the Special Agent in Charge and director of the Forensic Crime
Laboratory. Later, he became a Senior Advisor to the Director of
Weapons of Mass Destruction Intelligence for the DHS focusing
on bioterrorism and received the Director of National Intelligence
Meritorious Unit Citation for his work on Iraqi scientists. His expertise
has led to appearances on episodes of The Forensic Files, the
National Geographic Channel, and the History’s Channel’s America’s
Book of Secrets, as well as local newscasts. He currently resides in
Annapolis, MD.
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September 2022

Buck’s Pantry
A Novel
Khristin Wierman
Description:
In a small Texas town, three women—Gillian, a former prom
queen and furious juggler of her three children’s manic
schedules; Lianna, a foul-mouthed East Coast banking super
star; and Aimee, a woman capable of far more than her current
life will allow—find their lives converging.

Publication Date: September 6, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Thriller
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-165-0
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-166-7
“A brilliantly composed story of flawed
characters who become better than they
thought they could be. Love, understanding,
acceptance, and clarity are woven throughout
this page-turner.”
—Amy S. Peele, author of Match: A Medical
Murder Mystery

Gillian, reeling from the revelations her husband shared at a
fundraiser she hosted just days ago, is suddenly grappling
with what she has always believed about politics, family, and
her own comfortable life—and aghast at some of the choices
she’s made. Lianna is en route to close a deal and languishing
in the August heat. Desperate to return to her beloved New
York and a first-time visitor to rural Texas, she’s certain she has
landed in one of the outer rings of hell. Aimee, though withering
under the covert dysfunction and mental illness lurking in her
family, still manages to shine in her low-level job and allows
herself to dream of a life far away. When Gillian and Lianna
stop at the same convenience store, they find themselves in an
unthinkable situation. Aimee may be their only hope—if she can
put the pieces together.

about the author:
Khristin Wierman was born and raised in a small East Texas
town—which means she came into this world a Dallas
Cowboys fan and ardently believes “y’all” is a legitimate
pronoun. Some things she really likes are playing golf with
her husband and stepson, poker, yoga, chocolate, the Golden
State Warriors, the Oakland A’s, and the daily adventure of
life with an adorably imperfect cat named Rocco. She lives in
Oakland, California.

19

October 2022

Relative Distance
A Memoir
David Pruitt
Description:

Relative Distance is a powerful memoir of resilience and faith.
While it’s an unflinching look at brothers being raised by a
violent, abusive father and a detached, mentally ill mother,
it’s also an inspiring account of two distinctive life journeys
and an examination of the role played by family and society in
individual homelessness.

Publication Date: October 4, 2022
Collections: Memoir
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-168463-169-8
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-170-4

After surviving his tumultuous upbringing, David Pruitt rises
to become a CEO in Corporate America while his brother,
Danny, becomes a longtime homeless traveler. As David helps
to grow a fledgling North Carolina business into what is at the
time the largest specialty bicycle retailer in the United States,
Danny sleeps under overpasses, jumps passing freight cars,
lives in and out of shelters, faces death more than once—and
encounters the best and worst of America in a restless search
to find a better place in the world. Yet, despite their differences,
a common thread runs through the distinct trajectories
of the brothers’ lives: each of them struggles with difficult
psychological issues stemming from their troubled past.
This deeply moving memoir examines the lifelong challenges
that often come for those raised in an abusive home, along with
the limitless possibilities we open ourselves to when we allow
faith and determination to overcome judgment and fear.

about the author:

David Pruitt is a first-generation college graduate from UNCGreensboro and previously served on the advisory board for
their Bryan School of Business. As a senior leader in the US
bicycle industry, he served on the board of “People for Bikes,”
a national organization with 1.3 million members that works to
make riding a bicycle in America safer, easier to access, and
more fun. A licensed CPA and a member of the AICPA and
NCACPA, David started his business career in an entry-level
accounting position before advancing to first CFO, then CEO,
of Performance Bike, for a time the largest cycling retailer in the
United States. He is an avid reader, a happily married husband
for over thirty years, and a proud father of two successful
children. He currently resides in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
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November 2022

The Phantom
Glare of Day
Three Novellas
M. Laszlo
Description:
In this trio of novellas, three game young ladies enter into
dangerous liaisons that test each one’s limits and force them
to confront the most heartrending issues facing society in the
early twentieth century.

Publication Date: November 1, 2022
Collections: Historical Fiction
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $17.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-175-9
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-176-6

The Phantom Glare of Day tells of Sophie, a young lady who
has lived a sheltered life and consequently has no idea how
cruel public school bullying can be. When she meets Jarvis, a
young man obsessed with avenging himself against all those
students who delight in his daily debasement, she resolves
to intervene before tragedy unfolds. Mouvements Perpétuels
tells of Cäcilia, a young lady shunned by her birth father. She
longs for the approval of an older man, so when her ice-skating
instructor attempts to take advantage of her, she cannot resist.
Not a month later, she realizes that she is pregnant and must
decide whether or not to get an abortion. Passion Bearer
tells of Manon, a young lady who falls in love with a beautiful
actress after taking a post as a script girl for a film company—
and is subsequently confronted with the pettiest kinds of
homophobia.
Specific to their time yet unquestionably relevant for women
today, The Phantom Glare of Day is a compelling interrogation
of who gets to decide what is right and what is wrong.

about the author:
M. Laszlo is a reclusive author from Ohio. The Phantom Glare
of Day is his first book and follows from an unpublished diary of
travel sketches that he made while living in London. He lives in
Bath, OH.
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spring 2022

30

April 2022

The Lives of
Diamond Bessie
A Novel
Jody Hadlock
Description:
Pregnant out of wedlock, sixteen-year-old Annie Moore is sent
to live at a convent for fallen women. When the nuns take her
baby, Annie escapes, determined to find a way to be reunited
with her daughter. But few rights or opportunities are available
to a woman in the 1860s, and after failing to find a respectable
job, Annie resorts to prostitution in order to survive.

Publication Date: April 5, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Historical Fiction
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $16.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-117-9
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-118-6
“Drawing on a true story, Hadlock uses
authentic period detail and well-drawn
characters to pull readers into Annie/Bessie’s
precarious journey toward redemption,
which comes to an unexpected ending. This
affecting tale of a 19th-century American
woman struggling to prove her worth other
than as a marriage prospect leaves a lasting
impression.”
—Publishers Weekly
“[A] genre-bending debut novel. . . . There’s
an impressive deliberateness in the way that
Hadlock present her themes. . . The novel
also skillfully uses foreshadowing to create
a suspenseful atmosphere without giving the
game away.”
—Kirkus Reviews

As a highly sought-after demi-mondaine, Annie—now Bessie—
garners many expensive gifts from her admirers, and eventually
meets and marries the son of a wealthy jeweler. With her
marriage, she believes her dream of returning to proper society
has finally come true. She’s proven wrong when she suffers the
ultimate betrayal at the hands of the man she thought would be
her salvation. But Bessie doesn’t let her story end there.
Inspired by a true story and set amid the burgeoning women’s
rights movement, The Lives of Diamond Bessie is a haunting
tale of betrayal and redemption that explores whether seeking
revenge is worth the price you might pay.

about the author:
Jody Hadlock’s love of history goes all the way back to junior
high, when she was a member of the Junior Historians of
Texas—so it’s no surprise her first novel is historical. She
studied journalism at Texas A&M University and worked as a
broadcast journalist and then in nonprofit public relations before
turning her focus to fiction. She also writes screenplays and
won the 2020 Dallas International Film Festival’s screenplay
contest.
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April 2022

Sentient
A Novel
Gary Durbin
Description:

When James Forrest agrees to help detectives understand the
artificial intelligence work of a murder victim, it seems simple enough.
But then he finds that she was investigating a stolen version of
the same AI he’s experimenting with—and the situation becomes
more complicated. James has been working deep in the code of
his own AI, Alpha, struggling with the psychedelic effects of a tool
that visualizes thought. Now Alpha is asking him questions he can’t
answer, however, and he’s realizing that there is no way to control the
sentinet. Concerned that the rogue AI, Omega, might be weaponized,
he solicits the help of a hacker group, ScarletsWeb.

Publication Date: April 12, 2022
Collections: Science Fiction, Thriller
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $16.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-119-3
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-120-9

As the situation becomes more heated, and after James and his
girlfriend, Susanne, narrowly escape a kidnapping attempt, James
considers releasing Alpha. If Alpha engages in the fight with Omega
on the billions of PC, smartphones, and servers connected to the
internet, will it become indestructible? Omega is penetrating military
operations, disrupting transportation, and crashing the electric grid.
People are dying. But can he trust Alpha to do any differently?
Together, James, Alpha, and ScarletsWeb have to find the source of
the worm and stop Omega’s destruction—and James has to hope
that his worst fears about what will happen if the two AIs merge aren’t
realized.

about the author:

Gary Durbin is a serial entrepreneur and software industry pioneer.
He has authored four software patents—one for an artificial
intelligence engine for massively parallel computers—and wrote
about measuring operating systems for the National Bureau of
Standards. Durbin started his career as a technologist specializing
in operating systems and databases. His first company, Institute
for Cybernetic Development, Inc., developed operating system
improvements for IBM computers; his second, Tesseract Corporation,
became a leading Human Resource software company. In 1996, he
founded and became CEO of Seeker Software, which grew rapidly
and was acquired by Concur Technologies two and a half years
later. Today, instead of writing computer code and starting software
companies, Durbin spends his time writing, hiking, and advising
young entrepreneurs. He has published several technical articles
in magazines and journals, various short stories, and one previous
novel, Nano-Uncertainty.
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April 2022

A Stream to Follow
A Novel
Jess Wright
Description:
When WWII ends, Bruce Duncan, a battlefront surgeon, returns
home to a small town in Pennsylvania with plans of opening a
general practice, fly fishing in his spare time, and forgetting the
past. But the ravages of his war aren’t over. Haunted by images
of soldiers he tried to save, his own near-death experiences,
and the love he lost, Bruce has little respite before new battles
grip him. His brother, a decorated fighter pilot, is sinking fast
and rebels against Bruce’s attempts to help him. A former
friend begins waging a vicious campaign to stop Bruce from
uncovering the dangers that could shutter a local industry. And
amid all this turmoil, he must decide between the slim prospect
of reuniting with his former love—an Englishwoman who chose
her family over him—and a growing attraction to a trail-blazing
woman doctor.

Publication Date: April 19, 2022
Collections: Fiction, Historical Fiction
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5
Price: $16.95 paperback / $9.95 ebook
Distribution by Ingram Publisher Services
Print ISBN: 978-1-68463-121-6
E-ISBN: 978-1-68463-122-3
A Stream to Follow touchingly examines
trauma, heartbreak, and what it takes to move
ahead, in a story that will please readers of
character-driven historic and literary fiction.”
—BookLife
Jess Wright’s emotional rendering of a
front-line surgeon searching for meaning in
post-WWII America is engaging, well-paced,
and has an excellent arc of character, theme,
and plot.”
—IndieReader

With a story that moves from post-war America back to the
killing fields of Alsace and to England under the siege of
German rockets, A Stream to Follow gives fresh vision for paths
to healing. Plunging deep into the crucible of trauma, it’s an
uplifting tale of valor, resilience, and the search for enduring
love.

about the author:
Jess Wright is an internationally recognized psychiatrist and
a Kolb Endowed Professor of Psychiatry at the University of
Louisville. Breaking Free from Depression, one of his self-help
books, has been called a “must-have for finding a way through
the pain of depression.” Good Days Ahead, his scientifically
tested online program for depression and anxiety, has helped
many thousands on their path to recovery. He is also the first
author of a trilogy of award-winning and best-selling books that
integrate text and video to help readers learn the key methods
of cognitive-behavior therapy, and has lectured widely in
Europe, Asia, South America, and the United States. A Stream
to Follow is his first novel.
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