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Pantera Press — taking on the world...

Pantera Press is a young and enthusiastic Australian book publisher, created to 

champion writing culture and literacy in Australia with a clear community and 

cultural purpose.

We discover and nurture talented Australian writers who are great storytellers. We 

also publish non-fiction books that matter, and have a quirky illustrated imprint, 

Lost the Plot. From our Australian origins we are now also publishing titles that fit 

our criteria from around the world. As a social purpose business, we use our profits 

to fund charities and not-for-profits that encourage reading and work to close the 

literacy gap in Australia.

We released our first titles in 2010 and have been short-listed in seven times for the 

Australian Book Industry’s (ABIA) Small Publisher of the Year Award. We are the 

only publisher to have been named a ‘Heatseeker’ by Nielsen BookScan for four 

successive years (indie publishers showing both the highest short-term and long-term 

growth), and made the top 10 list of Indie Publishers in 2020. We have a team of 

seasoned industry professionals fast developing a list of award-winning and critically 

acclaimed authors and titles across a range of genres.

Our books are distributed in Australia and New Zealand by Bloomsbury, and we 

hold world rights to most of our titles. We would love to introduce you to our list.
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Upcoming and Recent Adult Fiction
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Pub Date: March 2023

ISBN: 9780648677086

Category: Literary Crime Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 320pp

Rights Held: World

Erina has worked with words, ideas and stories all her life. She 

started out as a journalist, working in radio and television and was 

awarded the prestigious Walkley Award for her work as an ABC 

foreign correspondent. She has a Master’s Degree in Professional 

Writing (University of Technology Sydney) and a PhD in Creative 

Writing (La Trobe University) on girl warriors and ball gowns. She’s 

taught politics at the University of Melbourne and creative writing at 

LaTrobe University and Writers Victoria. Her family claims she can 

glamorise a handful of facts beyond recognition in the service of an 

entertaining story, sometimes at the expense of truth but always in 

favour of wonder.

About the Author

What lies behind the walls of The Sanctuary, a secretive and 

conservative religious community? 

 

It’s been a tough year for Charli Trenthenan: her mother 

died in a tragic car accident and she’s been shunned by 

locals in Stone Lake who believe she is to blame for a recent 

fire. She keeps to herself, mostly, completing bookbinding 

projects and dreaming of the day she can leave this town. 

 

When taking a walk in the nearby forest, Charli discovers 

a dead baby under the ice, near the grounds of The 

Sanctuary, a powerful international religious movement 

that champions the benefits of slow living and runs a drug 

rehabilitation program. 

 

Charli informs the police of her discovery, but instead of 

helping to solve the crime she soon finds herself a suspect in 

the baby’s murder. She must fight to prove her innocence in 

a town that no longer trusts her, and as she digs deeper into 

the goings on at The Sanctuary, she uncovers some startling 

secrets, one which hits close to home …

DEEP IN THE FOREST| Erina Reddan

Upcoming Literary Crime Fiction

3 TEXTURED BLUE       PEACH TYPE

‘Superbly written...This book 
has everything. A tight plot, 

entirely convincing characters, 
the pace of a thriller and some 

very arresting writing’
The Weekly Times

‘A deeply satisfying book of 
quiet power and dignity. I 

loved the sparse poetry of the 
writing, and the punchiness 
and strength of this novel’s 

voice.’
Christos Tsiolkas, The Slap
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Pub Date: February 2023

ISBN: 9780645412925

Category: Commercial Crime Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 380pp

Rights Held: World

Elizabeth is a successful screenwriter who has written on every 

season of the popular Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries and Miss 

Fisher’s Modern Murder Mysteries. She is also a playwright – 

author of the hit play Secret Bridesmaids Business which was 

adapted into a telemovie, the eponymous 2019 tv series (Seven), 

and is being developed for a new US format. She also co-created 

the much-loved ABC drama Bed of Roses. 

About the Author

A TED BRISTOL INVESTIGATION 

Thirty-five-year-old commitment phobe Edwina (Ted) Bristol 

runs EBI, a private investigation agency.  Her latest case 

is to conduct routine surveillance on a couple suspected 

of having an illicit affair. She also discovers her sister Bob 

has fallen prey to an internet catfishing scam. With some 

help from her acutely intelligent miniature schnauzer, Miss 

Marple, who’s a valued colleague as well as a beloved pet, 

they set out to find the scammer, who has already fleeced 

Bob of $500. 

 

Meanwhile, Ted’s next door neighbour, a medium named 

Chantal, insists she’s been getting messages from the spirit 

world warning her that Ted is in danger. Ted’s a rabid non-

believer; and she’s incensed! 

 

As Bob’s catfishing case takes a series of bizarre twists and 

turns and the danger from the embezzlement case escalates 

to murder, Ted may be getting her first taste of serious crime.

 

If you love the madcap adventures of Phryne Fisher, you’re 

sure to love Ted Bristol. 

A ROUTINE INFIDELITY | Elizabeth Coleman

Upcoming Cosy Crime Fiction

The first in a planned series of cosy crime books 
featuring Edwina (Ted) Brisol and her sidekick, the 

miniature schnauzer, Miss Marple. Elizabeth’s 
background as a screenwriter who has worked 

extensively on the Miss Fisher series gives her a great 
insight into success in this space.

Fast paced, with skillful plotting, endearing characters, 
adventure, zany charm and witty banter, this is pure 

escapism and lots of fun!
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Pub Date: April 2022

ISBN: 9780648795193

Category: Crime Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 384pp

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: ANZ Audio (Bolinda); Large Print (Aurora)

Lyn McFarlane is a Canadian-Australian writer who splits her time 

between Sydney, and Vancouver Island. She’s a former freelance 

journalist and holds degrees in economics, journalism and law. 

Lyn is a member of the Australian Society of Authors and the Crime 

Writers of Canada, a graduate of The Faber Academy and a 

mentee with the Australian Writers’ Mentorship Program. Her debut 

novel The Scarlet Cross won the 2019 Arthur Ellis Unhanged award 

for best unpublished manuscript. 

About the Author
Meredith Griffin manages the emergency department at 

St Jude Hospital. A specialist in psychiatric nursing, she’s 

also an expert at hiding her own problems – and solving 

everyone else’s. 

 

When women with the same fatal injury begin turning up 

in Meredith’s emergency ward, their deaths are labelled 

as suicides. But Meredith isn’t so sure. With the help of 

Detective Leo Donnelly, she begins an investigation to prove 

that the women were murdered. 

 

As pressure mounts from all quarters to stop her, questions 

arise about why the women were targeted – and why the 

hospital is so desperate to cover things up. 

 

In a battle against addiction, self-doubt and a corrupt 

institution that may be hiding a serial killer, Meredith finds 

herself in the crosshairs of a network of powerful people – 

all of whom will stop at nothing to protect their privilege and 

keep her from the truth. 

 

An atmospheric and intelligent crime thriller set in a hospital 

where nothing is as it seems.

THE SCARLET CROSS | Lyn McFarlane

Recent Crime Fiction

‘The Scarlet Cross is an accomplished debut... there are 
twists and turns to keep you guessing.’ 

The Australian

‘A murky mess of institutional power is exposed 
when Nurse Griffin in St Jude’s hospital ER suspects a       

supposed suicide is not what it seems.’  
Australian Women’s Weekly

‘Steeped in suspense, The Scarlet Cross is a cracking, 
gothic-tinged novel that embraces themes of trust,   
mental health, authority, control, and the bond of    

family. You won’t forget this one in a hurry.’
D.L. Hicks, author of The Devil Inside

‘A tightly-woven plot, complex and intriguing characters 
and suspense that builds to fever pitch before delivering 

one last sucker punch.’
Loraine Peck, author of The Second Son 
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Pub Date: April 2022

ISBN: 9780648987505

Category: Commercial Womens Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 464pp

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: Audio (Bolinda)

Sasha Wasley was born and raised in Perth, Western Australia. 

She completed a PhD in feminist literature at Murdoch University 

in 2006, and went on to work as a copywriter on topics ranging 

from mine safety to sex therapy.   

 

Sasha’s debut novel was published in 2015, after which she gave 

up her copywriting business to pursue her fiction writing career. 

 

Sasha is passionate about levelling the playing field for 

members of the community experiencing disadvantage. She 

is an Ambassador for the Books in Homes Australia charity 

which provides books of choice for children in disadvantaged 

circumstances to keep in their home libraries. Today, she lives 

and writes in the Perth hills region with her partner and two 

daughters. 

About the Author

When Tara Button’s mother asks her to drive the old family 

caravan from one end of the state to the other, it’s her 

tearaway brother Zac who convinces her it’s a good idea. 

The yellow caravan is an obnoxiously bright reminder of 

their family’s troubled past, but Tara’s mother is on her last 

legs, and her dying wish is to see the caravan and her kids 

one last time. Besides, the road trip might keep Zac out of 

trouble – and that’s always been a second job for Tara. 

 

Tara doesn’t expect Zac’s enigmatic, quietly attractive friend 

Danh to come along for the drive. Or the bikies that seem to 

be following them up the coast ... Then Zac unveils another 

mess for Tara to clean up, and their chaotic family threatens 

to derail her life once again.  

 

As they travel along the familiar route, memories of the 

Button’s last trip in the caravan engulf Tara, but the open 

road, a shared mission and a rediscovered love for the wild, 

glorious ocean start to chip away at her reserve. When 

forced to face her past, will Tara find the courage to let go 

and discover her dreams?

A CARAVAN LIKE A CANARY | Sasha Wasley

Recent Commercial Womens Fiction

‘Two road trips. Twenty years apart. Set along the stunning 
WA coastline, the present-day journey of siblings Tara and 
Zac is interspersed with flashbacks to their childhood. As 
the miles unfold before them, so do the traumatic memo-
ries from their childhood and the violence, loss and grief 
that continue to impact their lives today.  A Caravan Like 
a Canary establishes (Wasley) as a writer of bighearted 

family dramas.’  
Cheryl Akle, The Australian

‘A beautifully told road trip story about facing the past 
and unlocking the future. The perfect holiday read.’

Sara Foster

‘Sasha Wasley writes loving but troubled families like 
no one else. Her characters are painfully, beautifully 

real and it’s impossible not to love them and want them 
to triumph, even when they’re making very bad choices. 

A Caravan like a Canary is heart-rending, wise and 
absolutely bursting with love and tenderness.’

Emily Maguire  

AUTHOR OF ‘SPRING CLEAN FOR THE PEACH QUEEN’
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Pub Date: May 2022

ISBN: 9780648677093

Category: Commercial Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 368pp

Rights Held: World

RIghts Sold: Audio (Bolinda)

Kylie Kaden has an honours degree in psychology, was a 

columnist at My Child Magazine, and now works in the disability 

sector. 

She knew writing was in her blood from a young age when she 

snuck onto her brother’s Commodore 64 to invent stories as a 

child. Raised in Queensland, she spent holidays camping with her 

family on the Sunshine Coast. 

With a surfer-lawyer for a husband and three spirited sons, Kylie 

can typically be found venting the day’s thoughts on her laptop, 

sometimes in the laundry so she can’t be found. 

About the Author

Behind the tall hedges of the affluent, gated community of 

Apple Tree Creek, not all is as it seems … 

 

Out of the blue, Gertie’s husband decides they need a break 

and he leaves her with their three children. Two streets east 

and three gardens down, successful businesswoman Rachael 

discovers her husband has cheated on her – again – even 

though she’s pregnant with his third child. Thrown together 

by a chance encounter, the two women bond over the 

shared disaster that is their marriages. 

 

When one of their husbands is attacked, and ambulance 

sirens cut through the serenity of manicured gardens and 

cobblestone streets, the small community is shocked at the 

violence that’s played out in their midst. CCTV reveals no 

outsiders visited the estate that night, confirming that the 

assailant must be one of their own. 

 

As the web of neighbourly relationships unravels and the 

secrets of Apple Tree Creek are exposed, one question will 

be asked: which one of us is willing to kill?

ONE OF US | Kylie Kaden

Recent Commercial Womens Fiction

‘Kaden writes intelligent thrillers, exploring complex 
subjects such as domestic abuse and multilayered     

relationships, adding a dose of humour along the way.’  
The Australian 

‘An utterly addictive read, One of Us was full of intrigue 
and mystery with captivating characters and one twist 

after another that I never saw coming! Loved every 
moment.’ 

Nicola Moriarty

‘This gripping domestic thriller takes us inside two fam-
ilies with multiple secrets, and follows their stories to an 

explosive climax’
Petronella McGovern

‘Set in a wealthy gated community, One of Us by Kylie 
Kaden is an addictive domestic thriller about two  

seemingly perfect families with secrets hidden behind 
closed doors. An addictive read, it’s both thought 

provoking and fun.’ 
Herald Sun



THE DEADLY DAYLIGHT | Ash Harrier

Middle Grade Fiction 

THE DEADLY DAYLIGHT | Ash Harrier

Middle Grade Fiction 

FRAMED  | John M. Green 

Recent Crime Thriller 

The world’s most notorious art heist. 

Where did all the loot go?

Art conservator JJ Jego is housesitting an apartment for her 

museum director boss in an exclusive part of Sydney’s Wool-

loomooloo. JJ’s hobby is photography and when an incident 

involving the police unfolds on the pier she starts clicking 

away. Later she finds she has captured something unusual in 

the window of an apartment. It looks like a Vincent van Gogh 

–  a print surely, but it’s not just any Van Gogh: the original 

Six Sunflowers was destroyed in 1945. And that’s not the 

only famous painting she glimpses. Other works are from the 

notorious 1990 Isabella Gardner Stewart museum robbery.

But what are they doing in Sydney? JJ needs to find a way 

to get inside that apartment to discover if the artworks are 

prints, fakes or genuine. She reluctantly enlists the help of her 

estranged father, an ex-detective, who she hasn’t spoken to 

for seven years. JJ can’t forgive him for the way he treated 

her mother, but they do have one thing in common: a love of 

art.

From the pubs of Belfast to the boardrooms of Monte Carlo, 

this gripping art heist thriller exposes a shadowy underworld 

and JJ and her father are drawn into a web of intrigue, 

deception and murder, as they cross paths with a global 

crime empire in a pursuit to solve one of art history’s biggest 

mysteries. 

About the Author

John M. Green is the author of Double Deal, The Tao 
Deception, The Trusted, Born to Run and Nowhere Man.

After successful careers in law and finance, he now straddles 
writing, business and philanthropy. He’s a director of several 
organisations, listed and unlisted, including cyber-security, 
financial services, engineering, publishing and not-for-
profits. And, like one of his story characters, he’s a magic 
aficionado. 

He lives in Sydney with his wife, the sculptor Jenny Green.

Pub Date: August 2022

ISBN: 9780645350814

Category: Thriller

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 416pp

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: Audio (ANZ) (Wavesound)

   ‘It’s a fascinating premise. The novel is briskly paced 
from start to finish, with short, punchy chapters that 

will have you thinking “just one more page”. Set in 
Sydney, Belfast, Paris and Monte Carlo, this is escapism 

at its very best. Framed also sheds light on coercive 
control and psychological abuse, making this a terrific, 

multilayered read.’  The Australian

‘One of this season’s best crime thrillers - an art heist 
mystery that will simultaneously grip readers while 
it entertains and educates, its action moving from     

Sydney to Belfast, Paris and Monte Carlo.’ 
Booktopia 
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Recent Crime Fiction

THE FALLBACK | D.L. Hicks

Pub Date: June 2022

ISBN: 9780648677048

Category: Crime Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 352pp

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: Audio (Wavesound)

DEEP DOWN, THERE’S SOMETHING WE’D ALL KILL FOR. I 

KNOW I WOULD. I KNOW I HAVE. I KNOW I WILL. 

 

Recovering addict Eric Johnstone is turning his life around. 

Then, just months after he takes a job at the retirement 

village in Point Imlay, the ebbing tide reveals his body, 

trussed to the town’s oyster beds. In his pocket is the business 

card of Senior Detective John Darken. 

 

As J.D. and homicide detective Emma Capsteen work 

to unravel the final days of Eric’s life, they uncover more 

questions than answers. Why does a local bikie seem to 

be given free reign? What are the residents at Seascape 

Gardens retirement village hiding? And, in a town whose 

beating heart is community, why isn’t anyone prepared to tell 

the whole truth? 

 

A gripping exploration of the lengths people go to get what 

they want.

David Hicks is a police officer with the Victorian Police. In his 

twenty-five years of service he has been on the frontline of 

everything from drug busts to serious collisions and all manner of 

violent crime, a job which he describes as giving him a front seat 

to crime and humanity in all its colour.

Through his stories, David hopes to challenge readers to examine 

the line between good and evil, and how circumstance can alter a 

person’s life in the blink of an eye. 

David lives in Geelong with his wife and two children. 

About the Author

‘As one might expect from an author who is also a              
copper,`The Fallback’ reeks of veracity in police proce-
dure and criminal mentality.  Its picture of small-town 
coastal life is so real you can smell the salt and vinegar 

on a local’s fish and chips, and there’s some lovely obser-
vations on what it is to be a geriatric in the twilight of life. 

A thoroughly enjoyable crime book on all fronts.’
Dave Warner, bestselling author of City of Light
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Czech Republic
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