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Pantera Press — taking on the world...
Pantera Press is a young and enthusiastic Australian book publisher, created to
champion writing culture and literacy in Australia with a clear community and
cultural purpose.
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We discover and nurture talented Australian writers who are great storytellers. We
also publish non-fiction books that matter, and have a quirky illustrated imprint,
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Lost the Plot. From our Australian origins we are now also publishing titles that fit
our criteria from around the world. As a social purpose business, we use our profits
to fund charities and not-for-profits that encourage reading and work to close the
literacy gap in Australia.
We released our first titles in 2010 and have been short-listed in seven times for the
Australian Book Industry’s (ABIA) Small Publisher of the Year Award. We are the
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only publisher to have been named a ‘Heatseeker’ by Nielsen BookScan for four
successive years (indie publishers showing both the highest short-term and long-term
growth), and made the top 10 list of Indie Publishers in 2020. We have a team of
seasoned industry professionals fast developing a list of award-winning and critically
acclaimed authors and titles across a range of genres.
Our books are distributed in Australia and New Zealand by Bloomsbury, and we
hold world rights to most of our titles. We would love to introduce you to our list.
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Upcoming and Recent Children’s and YA titles
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Upcoming Middle-Grade Fiction

THE REINDEER AND THE SUBMARINE
Beverley McWilliams

‘Sometimes things have to change even though we might
not want them to.’
An orphaned reindeer with no antlers, Pollyanna is raised

About the Author

by Igor, a Sami herder, and is more at home in the company of people than other reindeer. When she discovers Igor
is leaving for war, Pollyanna decides to follow, but en route,
she is captured and gifted to the crew of a British submarine, the HMS Trident.
Life on board Trident brings more than a few surprises, and
Pollyanna – with her love of food – gets into all sorts of
trouble. While she misses her Arctic home, her courage and
cheekiness help comfort her companions in the dark days of
the war.
But what will happen to Pollyanna when the submarine

Beverley McWilliams loves sharing history with young
children. In August 2019, she published her debut picture
book Born to Fly, which tells the story of South Australian
aviator Captain Harry Butler and received a notable
commendation from the CBCA.
Beverley’s writing has also been published online and in
magazines, and she is a regular contributor to The School
Magazine, Australia’s longest-running literary publication for
children. She lives by the beach in beautiful South Australia
with her family and menagerie of pets who provide endless
inspiration.

reaches its destination?
A timeless story of adventure, hope, bravery and facing
change, told through the eyes of Pollyanna, the real-life
Pub Date: November 2022
ISBN: 9780648987697

reindeer who proves that heroes come in all shapes and
sizes.

‘I really loved this book! Just wonderful, a remarkable
story - beautifully told.’ Favel Parrett
‘With just the right blend of action, comedy and pathos,
The Reindeer and the Submarine will spark or stoke a
love of the past in eight- to 12-year-olds.’
Bookseller+Publisher

Category: MIddle Grade Fiction
Format: Paperback B 198mm x 128mm
Extent: 208pp
Rights Held: World

‘Filled with char,m, humour... and hope’
Katrina Nannestad

Upcoming Middle Grade Fiction

THE REINDEER AND THE SUBMARINE
Beverley McWilliams
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Upcoming Middle-Grade
Middle Grade Fiction

THE DEADLY
EERIE EXCAVATION
DAYLIGHT | Ash Harrier
In The Deadly Daylight, Alice England learned about exotic
animals, allergies, and how to make a friend. Now, she,
Violet, and Cal are back and faced with another mystery to

About the Author

solve!
It’s summer holiday in Damocles Cove and Alice, Violet, and
Cal are off to Archaeology Camp. Sure, it’s not the K-pop
camp Violet wanted, or the days of video gaming that Cal
was looking forward to, but Alice’s enthusiasm carries them
all off to the mysterious Malkin Tower on the edge of the
spooky Pendle Woods. The work is hard, and the findings
are small, until one day a fellow camper turns up something
unexpected. What is discovered in the dirt will plunge Alice

Ash Harrier lives in Perth, Western Australia. She is an
Ambassador for the Books in Homes Australia charity,
which helps children in disadvantaged circumstances build
their home libraries. Ash has a great fondness for puzzles,
scientific facts, birds and the smell of dried tea. Some of her
favourite pastimes are reading, daydreaming and spending
time in the garden with her small flock of hens.

and her friends into another murder mystery. Do curses
really exist? Is a monster haunting Pendle Woods? And who
is creeping around the tower after midnight?
When camp ends and everyone is sent home without
answers, Alice will need her signature logic, the support of
her friends, and her special talent to solve the mystery of
Pendle Woods and bring an end to a family feud that’s been
Pub Date: January 2023
ISBN: 9780645476743
Category: MIddle Grade Fiction
Format: Paperback B 198mm x 128mm
Extent: 288pp
Rights Held: World

going on for centuries.

PRAISE FOR THE DEADLY DAYLIGHT
‘As well as being a charming mystery, The Deadly
Daylight also functions as a sweet and gentle lesson
in empathy and difference. (It) is an engaging novel
with a full cast of larger-than-life characters, and even I
didn’t pick the bad guy! Harrier sets us up nicely for the
next book in the series, and readers will be left wanting
more.’ Books and Publishing
‘This is an engrossing, entertaining and enchanting
novel, written with subtlety, sophistication and style,
which older primary school and lower secondary
readers, both girls and boys, should thoroughly enjoy.
I loved it. I hope Alice and her friends have many more
adventures in future Alice England Mystery series titles.
Highly recommended.’ Magpies Magazine

Recent Middle-Grade
Middle Grade Fiction

THE DEADLY DAYLIGHT | Ash Harrier
Twelve-year-old Alice England is curious, truthful and smart,
but when you work in your father’s funeral home and you
get messages from the dead, it can be difficult to make

About the Author

friends.
When she comes across the peculiar case of George Devenish, who was allergic to sunlight, Alice is convinced there’s
more to his death than meets the eye.
With the help of George’s niece, ‘Violet the Vampire’, who
shares her uncle’s allergy, and a boy named Cal, who has
secrets of his own, Alice begins to investigate. Who were
the teenagers under the dock when George died? How is

Ash Harrier lives in Perth, Western Australia. She is an
Ambassador for the Books in Homes Australia charity,
which helps children in disadvantaged circumstances build
their home libraries. Ash has a great fondness for puzzles,
scientific facts, birds and the smell of dried tea. Some of her
favourite pastimes are reading, daydreaming and spending
time in the garden with her small flock of hens.

the sinister Doctor Grampian involved? And what about
George’s wife, Helen, whose baking is delicious but possibly
poisonous?
It seems the truth of George’s death may never see the light
of day – unless Alice and her companions can put the clues
together and solve a mystery much bigger than anybody
expected.
Pub Date: August 2022
ISBN: 9780648987673
Category: MIddle Grade Fiction
Format: Paperback B 198mm x 128mm
Extent: 288pp
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold: World English ex ANZ (Holiday
House)

‘The Deadly Daylight is a perfect-for-kids murder mystery.
I loved spending time with Alice England, who cheerfully chooses coffins for everyone she meets, and Violet
Devenish, who might finally have found a true friend.
This is a fresh and curiously upbeat read with memorable
characters, clever plot and satisfying ending. Prepare for
secrets and friendships, life and death, quirks and cosy
mystery.’ Cristy Burne

‘As well as being a charming mystery, The Deadly
Daylight also functions as a sweet and gentle lesson
in empathy and difference. (It) is an engaging novel
with a full cast of larger-than-life characters, and even I
didn’t pick the bad guy! Harrier sets us up nicely for the
next book in the series, and readers will be left wanting
more.’ Books and Publishing
‘This is an engrossing, entertaining and enchanting
novel, written with subtlety, sophistication and style,
which older primary school and lower secondary
readers, both girls and boys, should thoroughly enjoy.
I loved it. I hope Alice and her friends have many more
adventures in future Alice England Mystery series titles.
Highly recommended.’ Magpies Magazine

NO WAY!

Dan Marshall

Get ready to go on a wonderful journey of discovery that will make Dan is a designer, illustrator and writer who runs a design
you say No Way! Learn all about space, humans, earth, science, agency, Studio Marshall. For over 20 years he has worked with a
diverse group of clients including the Sydney Opera House, The
animals and maths, with the help your trusty robot sidekick.
Australian Museum, One Laptop Per Child, The Hunger Project,
Facebook and Coca Cola.
Did you know…
Uranus is leaking gas into space?
The average yawn goes for six seconds?
The fact that there are over three trillion trees on earth?

Dan’s books stem from his passion for graphic design,
communicating information visually and his deep curiosity and
include Mind Blown and No Way!

Bicycles ride themselves?!
This beautifully designed children’s book is filled to the brim with
facts, games and questions that will teach you all the wildest and
weirdest things about the world around you!

Publication: September 2021
Page Size: 247 x 184mm
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Extent: 244pp

DAN MARSHALL

Rights Held: World

From the same author:

Rights Sold: German (Loewe);
Simplified Chinese (Posts &
Telecom); Korean (EK Book Inc);
Turkish (Teas Yayincilik)

A beautifully designed children’s book full of facts, games and questions to spark
imagination in kids aged 8-12.
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NO WAY!

Dan Marshall

HUMANS

The
germs
in your
gut...
EARTH

SPACE

ANIMALS

84

10

160

SCIENCE

HUMANS

95%

The percentage of your
microbiome that lives in your gut,
which goes from your mouth all
the way down to your bottom.

Curly wurly
Curled up inside us, our intestines
have a surface area of around
32 square metres. That is the
same size as a small city
studio apartment.

Mice and men
Scientists first discovered, and
continue to investigate, the
connection between your gut
microbiome and your
brains with studies
mainly in mice.

Brain box
As well as
providing a home
to all those
amazing microbes
your gut acts like
a second brain
for you and can
actually think for
itself thanks to
the 100 million
neurons inside it.
It immediately
digests food
without your
brain telling it
too. None of your
other organs,
not even your
super powerful
heart can do
this. Amazing!

MATHS
202

122

48

0.2KG

The total weight of all the
microbes in your guts.

Even when you are by yourself you are never really
alone. It may sound quite freaky but inside and
out, your body is home to trillions of bacteria,
viruses, fungi, and other tiny organisms called
microbes. There are so many of these that incredibly
they outnumber your own human cells!

CONTENTS

These microscopic creatures play a huge role in your
wellbeing, helping your immune system, providing
nutrients for your cells and preventing invasion
by other harmful bacteria and viruses. They’re
amazing! Almost all of these tiny creatures call your
gut their home and it is from here that they are
communicating directly with your brain. We still
do not know yet exactly what they’re saying but
whatever it is it’s directly influencing your brain and
affecting your mental health and behaviour. No way!

10
trillion

...ARE
TALKING
TO YOUR
BRAIN

The number of microbes
living inside your guts.

82

83

ANIMALS

CICADAS
USE
A prime number is a whole number
greater than one that can’t be
made by multiplying other whole
numbers. For example five is a
prime number. As are two, seven,
11, 13, 53 and 71. This mathematical
quality may not sound particularly
unique but prime numbers are
pretty special. Especially to cicadas!

KOALA

SLOTH

BROWN BAT

Each day these measured
marsupials manage to get
their heads down for between

Every day these tardy tree
dwellers have way more
than forty winks and can sleep for

These mouse-eared microbats spend
almost the whole day hanging upside
down asleep. Sometimes up to

20 AND
22 hOURS

20 hOURS

SOME ANIMALS
SPEND MOST OF
THEIR LIVES ASLEEP
196

Going
underground

GIANT
ARMADILLO

19.9 hOURS

These heavily armoured
animals manage to rest their
weary heads each day for

We humans tend to sleep for
around eight hours every day
which works out at as a third of
our lives asleep across our whole
lifetime. This may sound like
quite a lot, but it’s nothing when

compared to some animals
who spend most of their lives
unconscious! Sometimes
up to a quite frankly mind
blowing 22 hours a day! We’re
looking at you here koalas.

If you’ve ever lain in bed during a
midsummer’s night, unable to sleep
thanks to the cacophonous din of
cicadas, then you’re probably not
a fan of these diminutive flying
insects. Their life cycle is a strange
one as they spend most of their
days underground and when they
do finally emerge, there’s no time
for pleasantries as they quickly
find a mate, reproduce and die.

18.1 hOURS

197

NUMBERS
PRIME
Syncing up

7,13,17

Taking
advantage

The prime numbers used by periodic cicadas

Could that be a coincidence?
For a long time, we thought so.
But now it seems that these
insect mathematicians have
been using prime numbers
to their advantage. And all
this without a calculator!

Prime time
Annual cicadas make this
appearance every year, but periodic
cicadas stay underground for much
longer, appearing at intervals of
seven, 13 or even 17 years. All are
prime numbers! Certainly, the
length of the period cicada’s
underground existence is
curious. But why would
each of these intervals be a prime
number, meaning they’re only
divisible by themselves and by one?

Another benefit
of the strategically
irregular gaps is
that they prevent
predators syncing
up with the
reproductive cycle
of the cicadas.
A predator with
a three-year life
cycle would only
meet up with the
17-year periodic
cicadas once every
51 years (three
multiplied by 17).

Food fight
For instance, cicadas with a 13-year life cycle and
ones with a 17-year life cycle will hardly ever meet.
When both species of cicada do come out together
– once every 221 years (13 multiplied by 17) – the
numbers will be massive. So it’s handy that it’s rare
for them to have to compete for the same food.
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Spot how many times K.L.A.U.S (Knowledge
Learning And Understanding System) appears
throughout the book!
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RecentYA
YAFiction
Fiction
Upcoming

The Animal
WHEN
Allies
ONLY
Series|Ondine
ONE | Meg Gatland
Sherman
Veness
1984. Sam lives with his mum, dad and four brothers in

M EG G AT L A N D-V E N E S S

When
only
one
How do you help
someone who doesn’t
want to be helped?

a small farming town and life is pretty good. He works as
a lifeguard at the local surf club, is saving to buy his first
car, trains with his friends for the Ironman, and on Sunday

About the Author

afternoons he and his family take care packages to their less
fortunate neighbours. Then, five years since they last spoke,
Emily Burrow climbs through his bedroom window and back
into Sam’s life.
Emily’s life couldn’t be more different. She lives with her
mother, who struggles with mental health, and sometimes her
alcoholic father, but it’s better when he’s not there. There’s
no hope for Emily’s future, and she seems to be the only one
who both knows and accepts it. That’s why, to Emily, help is
just not necessary.
The new school year brings a heap of changes. Emily starts
to hang out with Sam and his mates. A new girl arrives

Meg Gatland-Veness is a high school drama teacher. She
attended the University of Newcastle where she studied a
Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Secondary Teaching.
Meg has been writing stories for as long as she can remember
and reading them even longer. Equal to her love of words
is her passion for championing local youths and fostering
important conversation about issues facing young Australians.
Meg was born in a tiny country town called Milton and now
lives on the Central Coast of New South Wales. When she’s not
writing novels, she channels her creativity into choreographing
and directing musicals, writing poetry, singing and dancing.

and Sam is smitten, but she brings with her unexpected
adjustments. And Sam’s friend Miles faces the biggest
challenge of his life. When tragedy strikes one sunny
Pub Date: June 2022

afternoon, everything they thought they knew about growing

ISBN: 9780648987666

up will change and they will be forced to face adulthood

Category: YA Fiction

head on.

Format: Paperback B+ 210mm x 135mm
Extent: 288pp

From the bestselling author of I Had Such Friends comes a

Rights Held: World

gritty novel, full of heart, that shines a light on kids who are

‘A powerful, unflinching study of poverty, grief, mental illness and family dysfunction, and the devastating
effects these can have on the teens who slip through the
cracks. Sam is a heartfelt and humorous narrator, his
family and friends are vibrant and loveable, and his
efforts to navigate the ethics and complexities of growing up are both heartbreaking and deeply compelling.’
Jaclyn Moriarty

doing it tough in a rural Australian town.
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Tel: +61 2 8096 5192
www.PanteraPress.com

Exclusive Agents:
China (Adult titles)
The Grayhawk Agency
Gray Tan
grayhawk@grayhawk-agency.com
Czech Republic
Kristin Olson Literary Agency s.r.o.
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France
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Italy
AC2 Literary Agency
Anna Mioni
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Japan
Japan Uni Agency Inc
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Marianne Schönbach Literary Agency bv
Marianne Schönbach
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For all other rights enquiries please contact:
Katy McEwen, Rights Manager
Katy.McEwen@PanteraPress.com

Poland
Graal Literary Agency
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Antonia Kerrigan Literary Agency
Antonia Kerrigan
antonia@antoniakerrigan.com
Turkey
Kalem Agency
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