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Adult
Fiction

DAYLE FURLONG

DAYLE FURLONG is the author of the novel Saltwater Cowboys, a Toronto
Public Library 2015 Dewey Diva Pick of the Year, praised by the National Post
as showing Furlong’s “talent for painterly depictions of rural landscape and
small-town life,” and a collection of poetry entitled Open Slowly. Her shortfiction has appeared in journals in Canada, the US, and New Zealand, has been
awarded an Award of Merit from Disquiet International, and was a finalist in
december Magazine’s 2018 Curt Johnson Prose Award. She is a graduate of
the Humber College School for Writers and has an MsC in Creative Writing
from the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. She works in the University of
Toronto’s School of Continuing Studies Creative Writing Department. Her
collection of fiction entitled Lake Effect & Other Stories was published by
Cormorant Books (Summer, 2022). She is currently working on a historical
fiction book about George Brown, founder of the modern Liberal party and
The Globe & Mail newspaper.

LAKE EFFECT
This collection of stories charts the emotional lives of
characters in the midst of private sorrows and
triumphs. Each story, set in the cities and towns
around the Great Lakes, reveals the author’s fierce love
for a landscape merciless and opulent, yet speaks with
eloquence about its inhabitants. The humanitarian
crisis in Thunder Bay is seen from the perspective of a
police officer whose stepson is missing; fearing he will
be found, like so many others, in the McIntyre River, his
mother’s grief causes an insurmountable rift.
Crumbling
buildings,
high
rent
and
condo
developments in Toronto are playfully satirized. A
young mother waits inside a Chicago-area prison to
find out if funding for the Prison-Mother Baby program
will continue. A man drives from Traverse City,
Michigan in the midst of a lake effect storm to
transport his Iranian-Canadian girlfriend across the
border illegally. A Canadian mother befriends an
American woman, employed at Target, whose
desperation for a baby leads her to seek the advice of
spiritualists in Lily Dale, New York. Topical and
arresting, these tales showcase an author who writes
with insight and sensitivity.
“Stylish, daring and dramatic . . . Annie Proulx meets
Alice Munro with a bit of Harry Crews thrown in.”
— Alan Warner, author of The Stars in the Bright Sky

RIGHTS SOLD: Cormorant
Books (Canada, Film/TV)
PUB DATE: June 12, 2022
GENRE: SHORT STORY
COLLECTION
PAGES: 216

Darren Groth
Described as a “masterful writer” and “brilliant storyteller”, DARREN GROTH is the
internationally published author of works including Kindling, Are You Seeing Me?, Munro
vs. the Coyote, and his latest novel, Boy in the Blue Hammock. He is an Adelaide Festival
Award for Literature winner and has been nominated for numerous other prestigious
prizes, among them the Governor General’s Literary Awards, the BC & Yukon Book Prizes,
the OLA White Pine Award, the CBCA Book of the Year (Australia), and the Prime
Minister’s Literary Awards (Australia).
Darren is a passionate advocate for the intellectual disability community, and is the proud
father of a son with life-long cognitive and communication challenges. When he’s not
watching American Ninja Warrior with his beautiful wife, he’s eating Fatburger with his
wondrous twins.

Boy in the Blue Hammock
In a time of isolation and scarcity, a regressive regime
rules with absolute power, turning neighbour against
neighbour, and crushing dissidence with deadly force.
A microcosm of this monstrous time: the tiny Pacific
Northwest town of Gilder.
In a house on the fringes of the decimated hamlet,
Kasper—fifteen, intellectually disabled, limited ability
to speak—has miraculously survived the slaying of his
family. But alone, he is a fleeting miracle. Alone, he is
on borrowed time. Alone, his yellow headphones,
brown blanket and beloved copy of The Gingerbread
Man are scant consolation. Alone, he is destined to die
within the folds of the blue hammock hanging from
his bedroom ceiling.
Kasper is not alone.
Tao—failed service dog turned family pet—has also
survived the attack. And with the discovery of Boy, Tao
understands he has a duty: guide the last living
member of his pack out of the house and through the
ravaged streets of Gilder to safety. The destination?
The one refuge he can conceive of in a world gone
mad.

RIGHTS SOLD: Nightwood
Editions (World English)
PUB DATE: April 30, 2022

Boy in the Blue Hammock is an epic tale of loss and
loyalty, of dissent and destruction, of assumption and
ableism. With a unique premise, powerful narrative
and evocative prose, the novel might be the best kept
literary secret of 2022.

GENRE: LITERARY THRILLER
PAGES: 192

Praise
“This novel literally had me on the edge of my seat and reading through my fingers. It’s a bona fide page-turner, an electrifying thriller—but
what’s really thrilling is Groth’s complete mastery of his material, his understanding of the human heart. Boy in the Blue Hammock is
stunning.” —Kylie Ladd, bestselling author of The Way Back
“Boy in the Blue Hammock is worthy of classic status….Groth’s writing is extraordinary, heart-eviscerating and gripping….” —Lindsay
Wincherauk, author of Driving in Reverse
“Groth’s writing captures big themes, thoughts and emotions, and cruelties with a crisp and visceral quality. Many of the small, strungtogether moments of Tao and Boy’s journey hold a poetic beauty.” —BC Booklook
“…Difficult to put down…it really shines, holding tight to the reader…” —Winnipeg Free Press

kATH JONATHAN is a writer and teacher, happy to be living in Toronto. Her debut novel,
The Resistance Painter, will be published by Simon and Schuster, Canada, in the spring of
2024. Her short stories have been longlisted for The Puritan’s Thomas Morton Memorial
Prize, awarded Honourable Mention in the Penguin Random House Student Award for
fiction, and published in a Penguin Random House chapbook. An excerpt from her novel
was a finalist for the Marina Nemat Award. Her poetry has been published in online
literary magazines and she’s been a featured reader at the Art Bar, Toronto’s oldest
poetry reading series. A selection of her poetry was also finalist for the Janice Colbert
Poetry Prize. Kath holds a certificate in creative writing from The University of Toronto’s
School of Continuing Studies and an M.A. in English literature from the University of
Toronto.

KATH
JONATHAN

The Resistance Painter
Dreams of attending art school in Paris were crushed for Irena Marianowska when The Nazis
invaded Poland in 1939. Instead, she joins the Home Army and, together with her young husband,
risks her life guiding those hunted by the Nazis through the sewers and alleys of Warsaw.
Returning home from a harrowing mission, she finds that her sister, Lotka, has been abducted by
the Gestapo. Risking the safety of her underground cell, Irena is determined to find Lotka, no
matter what it takes. When Irena’s captured by the Nazis in 1944, she’s confronted with a shocking
truth that resonates throughout her life.
In 2011, Jo Blum lives with her beloved grandmother, Irena, a lauded painter of WW11 and a
decorated war hero. Jo has a blossoming career creating sculptures for grave sites based on the
life stories of her dying clients. Her recorded interviews with Stefan, her new Polish client, unveil an
heroic wartime past eerily similar to her grandmother’s. When Irena overhears a recorded
interview, she immediately recognizes Stefan’s voice as that of her interrogator at Ravensbrück
concentration camp. Jo struggles to get at the truth about Stefan and her grandmother, but Irena
guards her secrets. As Jo examines Irena’s paintings for clues, she opens an explosive Pandora’s
box whose shockwaves endanger her career and threaten Irena’s life.
The Resistance Painter will resonate with fans of All the Light We Cannot See and The Dutch Wife,
questioning the accuracy of the stories we tell about our lives and whether buried secrets should
stay buried.

RIGHTS SOLD: Simon & Schuster
Canada (North America, English)
PUB DATE: Spring 2024
GENRE: HISTORICAL FICTION
LENGTH: ~85K words

Ibi Kaslik

IBI KASLIK is an internationally published novelist, freelance writer, editor, and teacher.
Her most recent novel, The Angel Riots, is a rock n’ roll comic-tragedy and was nominated
for Ontario’s Trillium award. Her first novel, Skinny, is a New York Times Bestseller,
nominated for the Best Young Adult novel of the year by the Canadian Library Association,
as well as the Borders’ Original Voices Award for Young Adult Novel. Skinny has also been
published in numerous countries. A native of Toronto, Ibi teaches creative writing at The
University of Toronto’s School of Continuing Studies and works as an arts educator. She
has a Masters in English literature and Creative Writing from Concordia University and
travels to the Prairies and the Arctic, from time to time.

The Angel Riots
Acclaimed author Ibi Kaslik takes readers backstage
with up-and-coming Montreal band The Angel Riots
on their American tour. The band's story unfolds
through the eyes of Jim, a small-town violin prodigy
who struggles with her past as well as her present;
and Rize, an emotionally charged trombone player
who is stuck playing sidekick to his best friend,
charismatic lead singer Jules. As the band's popularity
mounts, the pressures of road-life and success begin
to complicate relationships and The Angel Riots'
chaotic world threatens to implode. Dark and
dazzling, this novel will firmly establish Kaslik's
reputation as a young literary talent.

RIGHTS SOLD: Penguin Canada
(World English)
PUB DATE: March 11, 2008
GENRE: LITERARY FICTION
PAGES: 288

Praise
Kaslik’s writing is very tightly calibrated"... —Quill & Quire
"Kaslik is always in control, even when the characters aren't. She builds tremendous scenes, letting the players expose themselves in
different ways until the reader becomes lost in the moment, suspending skepticism or desire for the next piece of the plot. The reading
experience, like lived experience, becomes about flash. Packed with vivid details and histories that run back to childhood, Kaslik's book lets
the reader so far into the heads of her characters that it would be hard to resist the journey.” —Emily Schultz, The Globe and Mail
"The Angel Riots is the kind of story that makes you realize just how much we don’t know about each other and how little we know about
the individuals who comprise the soundtracks to our lives. “ —Sheena Lyonnais, blogger
"Dark and dazzling, this novel will firmly establish Kaslik's reputation as a young literary talent." —CBC Books

Awards
Shortlisted, The Ontario Trillium Award, 2008

Alex Passey
ALEX PASSEY, novelist and poet, living in Winnipeg. In addition to publishing Mirror’s Edge
through At Bay Press, he is also the author of the high fantasy series Omnijin, along with a
companion short story that will be featured in an upcoming issue of Strange Sorcery.

Mirror's Edge
Rath has been on a downward spiral. And it’s not just
him—the world is a polluted mess, corporate
influence has replaced independent thought, and his
fiancée has decided that Rath is no longer worth her
time.
While Rath embraces his multiple vices, he never
expected his next bender to land him in another
world entirely. He finds himself in Sarah’s world—an
untainted parallel universe to his own: a pristine
woodland where every person is the absolute master
of their domain, and where Rath’s AI chip isn’t
dictating his every move.
The opportunity to change his life presents itself in
permutations of reality, but Sarah wants
nothing more than to follow Rath back to his world.
As their mirror worlds collide, Rath teeters on the
edge of oblivion.

RIGHTS SOLD: At Bay Press
(World)
PUB DATE: September 2020
(hardcover)
GENRE: SCIENCE FICTION
PAGES: 360

SciFi Magazine rating: Grade A!

Praise
“Imagine Siri was stapled to your brainstem. She wants to feed you the social media of everyone you pass in the street,
tries to push ads at you based on what you’re thinking, and lectures you when you wake up with a hangover or order
junk food. She makes your life hell, but she, not you, is the one your world is built for, and without her you’re not
compatible. Now you’re imagining something like the life of Rath...and you haven’t even scratched the surface of his
REAL problems. Alex Passey’s got a gift for fun, bombastic descriptions and a great sense of comic timing, and there’s
some truly gripping action in this sci-fi satire. The man in this mirror is all of us.”
—Jonathan Ball, author of Ex Machina and Clockfire

John Lawrence
Reynolds
JOHN LAWRENCE REYNOLDS has authored or co-authored more than 30 books. A
graduate of McMaster University (English & Psychology), he left a career as Creative
Director with a major ad agency to explore other interests, including music, photography,
film directing and travel writing before publishing his first novel, The Man Who Murdered
God. A past-president of Crime Writers of Canada, he has won three Crime Writers of
Canada awards for mystery fiction and a National Business Book Award, among other
honours. Dubbed “Canada’s best and busiest ghost-writer” (National Post), John has
worked with people such as Justin Trudeau, Shark Tank panelist Robert Herjavec (three
books), and several major U.S. and Canadian business and political personalities. His bestselling work on the history of secret societies, titled Shadow People, was published in 12
languages and 15 countries. He lives in Burlington, Ontario with his wife Judy.

Beach Blonde
Released on bail after serving two years in prison,
Arden lands a job at Tuffy’s, a restaurant and bar on the
beach strip, working alongside his former cellmate Slip
Winegarden. Things are looking good until Slip is
caught crossing Viktor Khernov, Tuffy’s gangster
owner. Khernov takes brutal revenge on Winegarden,
an event that Arden witnesses at close quarters. With
pressure to cooperate from both Arden’s parole officer
and a relentless homicide detective, Arden faces either
a return to prison or Khernov’s deadly retribution.
Enter Josie Marshall, Slip’s one-time lover whose
husband was murdered in front of their
beach strip home a few years earlir—a murder Josie
solved on her own (told in Reynolds’ previous novel
Beach Strip). Josie thinks men can be handy
sometimes, but she prefers they left her alone. Fat
chance, after her relationship with Slip Winegarden
becomes known. Soon she and Arden are fending off
Khernov, the police, and a hotheaded gangster
wannabe named Heckle while drawn into a romance
that neither saw coming but both are unable to avoid.
Gritty and violent with a distinct noir flavour, Beach
Blonde reunites readers with the witty and resourceful
Josie Marshall for another beach strip adventure, all
the way to its explosive ending.

Praise

“Beach Blonde is a treat—down and dirty, fast and funny, as current as this
morning’s papers. With a quick pace, snappy dialogue and vivid, sharplydrawn characters, you can file this one under Elmore Leonard visits the
Burlington Beach strip.” —Brad Smith, The Goliath Run
“Beach Blonde is a terrific blend of wit and noir, and has a protagonist in
Josie Marshall with enough grit and smarts to make it work.” —Ian
Hamilton, bestselling author of the Ava Lee series
“Hard-boiled, campy, and quick, Reynolds writes with guts and humour.” —
Robert Rotenberg, bestselling author of DOWNFALL
"A gripping, noirish read." —The Hamilton Spectator

RIGHTS SOLD: At Bay Press
(World)
PUB DATE: November 16th, 2021
(hardcover)
GENRE: CRIME, MYSTERY
PAGES: 304

Copperhead Road
Summer 1936, Wilkes County, North Carolina during
the great depression. The Flagg family resides in the
middle of the Appalachia – one of the hardest hit areas
in the country. As the depression drags on the Flagg
family watch their molasses business decimated.
Jedediah, the family patriarch and his sons Morgan
and Ezra struggle to produce a few meager gallons a
week. That is until their sister Ava arrives home and
takes control of the family business and starts running
moonshine. Ava bails out ex-con Bobby Barlow and
tells him he is working for the Flagg family now. With
threats mounting from rival clans and the local cops
breathing down Bobby’s neck, he and Ava devise a
plan to play them all, one against the other. They don’t
necessarily do it by legal means but that doesn’t
bother them. To live outside the law, you must be
honest.

RIGHTS SOLD: At Bay Press
(World)
PUB DATE: April 21, 2022
(hardcover)
GENRE: CRIME, MYSTERY
PAGES: 200
BRAD SMITH is an internationally acclaimed novelist and screenwriter. He is
the author of twelve novels, including The Return Of Kid Cooper, winner of
the 2019 Spur Award from the Western Writers of America; One-Eyed
Jacks, shortlisted for the Dashiell Hammett Award, and All Hat, which has
been adapted to a feature film Smith’s writing draws on his wellspring of
experiences working across Canada, the U.S.A., and Africa at a variety of
jobs—including railway signalman, carpenter, bartender, truck driver, ditch
digger, school teacher, farmer, maintenance electrician and roofer. He now
lives in a 90-year-old farmhouse in southern Ontario.

Praise
A fast-paced ride, with plenty of twists and turns, ideal
for summer reading. —The Spectator
“The dirty thirties in Appalachia, the Flagg family is
struggling until sister Ava takes charge, guiding her
motley collection of misfits and malefactors through
skullduggery and thuggery, mayhem and moonshine.
Smart, fearless and beautiful, Ava is the heart of this
thrilling, fast-moving narrative, in which the bad guys
are often the good guys in this battle for survival. Filled
with twists and turns—this compelling tale set in the
Great Depression is one you won’t be able to put down.”
—Jill Downie, author of the Moretti and Falla
mysteries, set on the Channel Island of Guernsey
“Brad Smith does it again with Copperhead Road.
Writing that smacks of Larry McMurtry—great plot
driven by fascinating characters and clever dialogue just
speeds along. My only regret is that I finished it too
quickly.”
—Ian Hamilton

FANONYMOUS
Earth and sky are devoid of colour. There are no beginnings or
endings. Then the snow melts.
Maybe it’s the dead cars. It could be the escaped bison roaming the
downtown core. Mosquitoes? Sure. Dragonflies? Absolutely. And it’s
also entirely possible it’s the pomegranate tree at the corner of
Portage and Main. Or maybe, just maybe, it’s the people, like Dickie
Reimer. Any way you slice it, something’s going on in Winnipeg.
That’s really true.
At some point, every Peg will ask so why’d you move here? Jack
hopes the city will be the one
place no one will look for him. An infamous guerilla street artist,
Jack is on the run. Again. Under
scrutiny from international authorities, anonymity is his only
protection. He promises himself he’ll quit, but blackmail is powerful
persuasion.
Tracked by a relentless special agent, Jack navigates the absurdity
of the city while befriending (and avoiding) the eccentric
characters that proudly claim it as their home.

RIGHTS SOLD: At Bay Press (World)
PUB DATE: April 2019 (hardcover)
GENRE: FANTASY, CYBERPUNK
PAGES: 408
M. C. JOURDREY, Canadian writer, award winning artist
and designer. His second novel Of Violence and Cliché was
released September 2013, followed by his collection of
short stories Charleswood Road: Stories in August 2014,
which was nominated for a 2015 Manitoba Book Award.
M.C. Joudrey has also been a member of the submission
selection committee for the CBC Short Fiction Prize and a
jury member for the Manitoba Book Awards. He is also a
bookbinder and a number of his works are held in galleries

Praise
“Excellent, occasionally lyrical prose…a great ending I don’t want to give
away.” —Abyss & Apex, HugoNominated Magazine of Speculative Fiction
“M. C. Joudrey’s Fanonymous reads like a Chuck Palahniuk adaptation
of a Guy Maddin film directed
under the best brain-freeze intensity imaginable.”
—Daniel Haeusser, The Skiffy and Fanty Show, Hugo
Award Finalist

internationally.
“Not only does M. C. Jourdey extract a Winnipeg straight from my
subconscious, he adds a smog of mosquitoes, disobedient bison, one lonely
zombie, deserted streets, unemployment, supervillainry, and healthy
dollops of Vonnegutian satire. I don’t want to live in Joudrey’s Winnipeg,
but if I must, I’m glad he’s along to document it.”
—Corey Redekop, author of Shelf Monkey and Husk

Awards

Winner, Independent Publisher Awards, Gold Medal Best Regional
Fiction Canada West
Shortlisted, The Margaret Laurence Award for Best Work of
Fiction
Shortlisted, The Manuela Dias Award for Best Book Design

So Many Windings
Reluctant amateur detective, Reverend Charles
Lauchlan, departs the prairie city of Winnipeg and
travels abroad to Scotland with his fiancé Maggie on a
bicycle tour of the Highlands. Two near fatal accidents
put members of the tour on edge and, to make
matters worse, a shadowy figure seems to be
observing their every move. Stuck in the remote
Highland countryside, the group is thrown back on
their own resources. While Charles and Maggie are
trying to decipher what these strange events mean,
they make another grisly discovery. It’s murder most
foul and we’re not just talking about Scottish weather.
So Many Windings is the second in a three-book
series that began with Put on an Armour of Light
(winner of the Michael Van Rooy Award for Genre
Fiction). Deftly wrought, meticulously researched, and
scintillating with charm and period prose, Macdonald
weaves a winding, cross-country tale that will require
all of the detective’s ingenuity and test the measure of
his resolve.
CATHERINE MACDONALD enjoyed a varied career as an archivist and
freelance historian before turning to crime. Her first mystery novel, Put on
the Armour of Light, won the Michael Van Rooy Award for Genre Fiction at
the 2016 Manitoba Book Awards. Fifty Words for Rain, forthcoming from At
Bay Press, is the sequel to that book and finds the characters in Scotland
where they tour the Highlands by bicycle. Catherine lives and writes in
Winnipeg and blogs at portage and slain.

RIGHTS SOLD: At
Bay Press (World)
PUB DATE: May
2021 (hardcover)
GENRE: CRIME,
MYSTERY
PAGES: 350

Awards
Winner, Michael Van Rooey Award for Genre Fiction, 2022
Shortlisted, Crime Writers of Canada Whodunit Award, 2022
Shortlisted, Margaret Laurence Award for Fiction, 2022

Praise
“With So Many Windings, Catherine Macdonald delivers
a crackling procedural, set beautifully against the stark
landscape of rural Scotland, circa 1900. Macdonald’s eye
for period detail is unmatched and her writing is just
flat-out terrific. A great, engrossing read.” —Brad Smith,
award-winning author of The Goliath Run
“Macdonald seamlessly and with good humour masters
the nuances of the language of the day. The combination
of finely drawn characters leads to lively discussion from
women’s rights to the rise of the Scottish Independent
Labour Party, and naturally to opinions on the danger
that follows them through the countryside. Who is the
target? Who has the most to lose? This is the stuff of
award-winning novelist Catherine Macdonald’s new
mystery.”
—Alison Preston, award- winning
author of The Girl in the Wall

CONTACT
RIGHTS
Olga Filina
olga@fiveotterliterary.com

GENERAL INQUIRIES
Admin
rights@fiveotterliterary.com

Meet the
Agents
Olga Filina
Olga Filina brings over twenty years of book industry
experience to her work as an agent. From bookseller
and buyer at national and independent bookstore
chains, to director of literary festivals, library board
member, publishing consultant, independent editor,
book reviewer, and founding member of the
Professional Association of Canadian Literary Agents
(PACLA), she has the specialized knowledge to find the
best direction for her clients’ work.

Cassandra Rodgers
A literary agent for over nine years, Cassandra Rodgers
has worked with a diverse group of clients on both adult
fiction and non-fiction projects. Her clients’ books have
been featured in publications such as Oprah, The New
York Times, and USA Today.
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