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George Haddad
Losing Face
A stunning, thought-provoking novel
about facing up to your family and your
future, dealing with timely issues around
sexual consent and inherited trauma.

ISBN 9780 7022 6555 6
RRP $29.99
Category Fiction
Format C-format paperback, 280pp
Rights held World

‘’

In this gorgeous,
gripping novel,
George Haddad has
imagined the lives
of unforgettable
characters.
Ronnie Scott, author of
The Adversary

Joey is young, indifferent. He’s drifting around
Western Sydney unaware of how his passivity
might lead him even further adrift, off the
rails, into a violent crime.
Meanwhile his grandmother Elaine – a proud
Lebanese woman – tries to hold her family
and herself together in the wake of Joey’s
actions. In her family, history repeats itself,
vices come and go, and uncovering longburied secrets isn’t always cathartic.
This gripping and hard-hitting novel reveals
the richness and complexity of contemporary
Australian life and tests the idea that facing
consequences will make us better people.

George Haddad is an award-winning
writer and artist practising on Gadigal land
whose work explores masculinities and the
limitations of language in communicating
truths. His novella, Populate and Perish,
was the winner of the 2016 Viva La Novella
competition and his short story ‘Kátharsis’ was awarded
the 2018 Neilma Sidney Prize. Haddad is currently a
doctoral candidate and sessional tutor at the Writing and
Society Research Centre, Western Sydney University.
6

AUGUST 2022

Siang Lu
The Whitewash
Siang Lu’s searing debut is a black
comedy about the whitewashing of
the Asian film industry, told in the
form of an oral documentary.
It sounded like a good idea at the time:
A Hollywood spy thriller, starring, for the first
time in history, an Asian male lead. With an
estimated $350 million production budget and
up-and-coming Hong Kong actor JK Jr, who,
let’s be honest, is not the sharpest tool in the
shed, but probably the hottest, Brood Empire
was basically a sure thing. Until it wasn’t.

ISBN 9780 7022 6573 0
RRP $32.99
Category Fiction
Format C-format paperback, 288pp
Rights held World

‘’

Audacious, original and
a kick to the guts - in
the best possible way.
Benjamin Law

The Whitewash is the definitive oral history of
the whole sordid mess. Unofficial. Unasked
for. Only intermittently fact-checked, and
featuring a fool’s gallery of actors, producers,
directors, film historians and scummy clickbait journalists, to answer the question of how
it all went so horribly, horribly wrong.
Siang Lu’s fiction and literary reviews
have appeared in Southerly and Westerly.
He holds a Master of Letters from the
University of Sydney. He has written for
television on Malaysia’s Astro network.
In 2021, Siang won the Glendower Award
for an Emerging Queensland Writer for The Whitewash.
He is based in Brisbane, Australia, and Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

7

JUNE 2023

First Nations Classics series
A series of classic works by leading First Nations writers,
across genres and generations - bringing new audiences
to these important, ground-breaking and essential voices
and stories.
Nugi Garimara/Doris Pilkington
Follow the Rabbit-proof Fence

Ellen van Neerven
Heat and Light

ISBN 9780 7022 6597 6
RRP $19.99
Category Non-fiction
Format B-format paperback, 168pp
Rights held World

ISBN 9780 7022 6599 0
RRP $19.99
Category Fiction
Format B-format paperback, 240pp
Rights held World

Tony Birch
Blood

Ruby Ginibi Langford
Don’t Take Your Love to Town

ISBN 9780 7022 6598 3
RRP $19.99
Category Fiction
Format B-format paperback, 276pp
Rights held World

ISBN 9780 7022 6600 3
RRP $19.99
Category Non-fiction
Format B-format paperback, 300pp
Rights held World

Archie Weller
The Window Seat

Herb Wharton
Unbranded

ISBN 9780 7022 6601 0
RRP $19.99
Category Fiction
Format B-format paperback, 348pp
Rights held World

ISBN 9780 7022 6596 9
RRP $19.99
Category Fiction
Format B-format paperback, 204pp
Rights held World

Jeanine Leane
Purple Threads

Graeme Dixon
Holocaust Island

ISBN 9780 7022 6602 7
RRP $19.99
Category Fiction
Format B-format paperback, 180pp
Rights held World

ISBN 9780 7022 6603 4
RRP $19.99
Category Poetry
Format B-format paperback, 96pp
Rights held World

8

OCTOBER 2023

Melissa Lucashenko
Edenglassie
From the award-winning author of
Too Much Lip.

ISBN 9780 7022 6612 6
RRP $32.99
Category Fiction
Format C-format paperback, 352pp
Rights held World

‘’

I can say with hand
on heart that Melissa
Lucashenko is one of
my favourite living
Australian writers.
Matthew Condon, author of
Three Crooked Kings

In this epic novel, Miles Franklin Award
winner Melissa Lucashenko tells two
extraordinary Indigenous stories set five
generations apart. When Yugambeh man
Mulanyin meets Nita in Edenglassie,
Aboriginal people still outnumber the British.
Their powerful and joyous love is fraught with
challenge, as colonial conflict peaks.
170 years on, in contemporary Edenglassie
(now Brisbane), Winona is fiercely protective
of her Goorie culture, while Johnny is only
just beginning his identity journey. Grannie
Eddie is the wisecracking centenarian who
links these unforgettable Aboriginal lives,
reclaiming First Nations storytelling and
hidden history. With Edenglassie, Melissa
Lucashenko torches the colonial bridges
of Australia’s past, while redefining its
literary future.
Melissa Lucashenko is a Goorie author of Bundjalung
and European heritage. Her first novel, Steam Pigs, was
published in 1997 and since then her work has received
acclaim in many literary awards. Too Much Lip is her
sixth novel and won the 2019 Miles Franklin Literary
Award and the Queensland Premier’s Award for a Work
of State Significance. It was also shortlisted for the Prime
Minister’s Literary Award for Fiction, the Stella Prize, two
Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards, two Queensland
Literary Awards and two NSW Premier’s Literary Awards.
9

TBC 2023

Mirandi Riwoe
Sunbirds
Sunbirds intricately depicts the tangled
web of complicated identities and
competing loyalties often created by war
and imperialism, and the heartbreaking
decisions that some are forced to face.

ISBN 9780 7022 6586 0
RRP $32.99
Category Fiction
Format C-format paperback, 288pp
Rights held World

‘’

Fresh and vivid,
absorbing and tragic.
Written with great
sensitivity for those
on the margins of our
violent past.
Carrie Tiffany on
Stone Sky Gold Mountain

Set in the Dutch East Indies in 1941, this
sumptuous historical novel follows a cast of
characters. There’s Mattheus, a KLM (Royal
Dutch Airlines) pilot, who falls in love with his
best friend Dirk’s sister, Wilhelmina van Hoorn
(known as Mien). Dirk and Mien are Eurasian,
of Dutch-Indonesian-Chinese heritage, and
their family is wealthy. Their mother, however,
is unwell and Mattheus is tasked with escorting
her to an institution in Lawang. He travels with
Mrs van Doorn’s Indonesian housemaid, Diah,
and over time a relationship blossoms between
them. When Japanese forces arrive on Java’s
doorstep, Mattheus must choose which of his
loved ones to relocate to safety in Australia.
Mirandi Riwoe is the author of Stone Sky Gold
Mountain, which won the 2020 Queensland Literary
Award – Fiction Book Award and the inaugural ARA
Historical Novel Prize, and was shortlisted for the 2021
Stella Prize and longlisted for the 2021 Miles Franklin
Literary Award, and the short story collection The
Burnished Sun. Her work has appeared in Best Australian
Stories, Meanjin, Review of Australian Fiction, Griffith
Review and Best Summer Stories. Mirandi has a PhD in
Creative Writing and Literary Studies.
10

APRIL 2020

Stone Sky Gold Mountain
It is 1877 and trouble is brewing on the
Queensland gold fields.
Evoking the rich, unfolding tapestry of
Australian life in the late nineteenth century,
Stone Sky Gold Mountain is a heartbreaking and
universal story about the exiled and displaced,
about those who encounter discrimination yet
yearn for acceptance.

ISBN 9780 7022 6553 2
RRP $22.99
Category Fiction
Format B-format paperback, 264pp
Rights held World, audio, film

APRIL 2022

The Burnished Sun
Superbly crafted stories that explore
the inner lives of those who are often
ignored or misunderstood.

ISBN 9780 7022 6567 9
RRP $29.99
Category Short stories
Format C-format paperback, 288pp
Rights held World, audio, film

We follow a migrant mother who yearns to
feel welcomed at a kids’ party in a local park;
a young skateboarder caught between showing
loyalty and being accepted; and an Indonesian
maid working far from home who longs for
the son she’s left behind. Bookending this
collection are two stunning novellas: Annah
the Javanese re-imagines the world of one of
Paul Gauguin’s models in nineteenth-century
Paris, while the highly acclaimed The Fish Girl
reworks a classic W. Somerset Maugham story
from the perspective of a young Indonesian
woman.
11
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Kirsty Jagger
Roseghetto
Roseghetto is an unforgettable and moving
coming-of-age story, one that is also an
account of breaking the cycle of violence
and poverty.

ISBN 9780 7022 6604 1
RRP $32.99
Category Fiction
Format C-format paperback, 336pp
Rights held World

‘’

An important
and powerful novel,
written with vivacity
and insight.
Kathryn Heyman

Shayla is on a newspaper assignment when
she returns to the public housing estate
where she grew up and finds it demolished.
The people have been evicted, their homes
erased, their stories too. Standing amongst
the rubble of Rosemeadow, memories living
there come rushing back. The bad secret
Daddy asked her to keep. Mummy rekindling
a dangerous romance. Making friends with
the ‘gutter kids’ and escaping into a world of
books. Surrounded by poverty, confronted by
domestic violence, Shayla found her escape in
reading and writing. Shayla decides to tell the
stories of Rosemeadows, including her own.

Kirsty Jagger is a journalist by trade. She left the world
of newspapers to become a strategic communications
and engagement advisor for several non-profits, before
moving into local and state government. In 2019,
Kirsty won the inaugural Heyman Mentorship Award,
established by acclaimed Australian author Kathryn
Heyman, for a writer from a background of social and
economic disadvantage. Roseghetto takes some
inspiration from growing up in the housing commission
estates of Sydney’s western suburbs.
12
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Laura Elvery
Nightingale

ISBN 978 0 7022 6587 7
RRP $32.99
Category Fiction
Format C-format paperback, 288pp
Rights held World

‘’

Elvery has a good
eye for detail and her
observation of human
nature is astute.
ArtsHub

On a summer’s night in 1910, Hiram, a former
British soldier in the Crimean War, knocks on
the door of a mansion in Mayfair. The house
belongs to Florence Nightingale – ninety years old,
reclusive and close to the end of her life. Florence’s
young housekeeper and nurse, Mabel, answers the
door. Hiram conveys his desire to speak with her
mistress, insisting they know each other and that
she is the only one who can help him.
These days, however, Florence is largely silent and
not of sound mind. Hiram, it turns out, is also
not quite who he seems.Yet he is here to beg for
answers from Florence about the nurse they both
knew in 1855 whom he loved.What happened to
Jean? And can Florence help him on this August
evening when her long life is finally drawing to a
close? Part historical fiction and part ghost story,
Nightingale inventively weaves together details from
Florence’s own life into a beautifully rendered,
imaginative story of women’s service, wartime
sacrifice, loss and longing that is reminiscent of the
novels of Ali Smith.
Laura Elvery has a PhD in Creative Writing and Literary
Studies. Her work has been published in Overland, Griffith
Review, Meanjin, Kill Your Darlings and The Big Issue fiction
edition. She has won the Josephine Ulrick Prize for Literature,
the Margaret River Short Story Competition, the Neilma Sidney
Short Story Prize and the Fair Australia Prize for Fiction. In 2018
Laura’s first collection of short stories, Trick of the Light, was a
finalist in the Queensland Literary Awards. Laura’s latest short
story collection, Ordinary Matter, was shortlisted for the 2021
USQ Steele Rudd Award for a Short Story Collection and the
Queensland Premier’s Award for a work of State Significance.
13

MARCH 2024

Lenny Robinson
The Rivers Beneath
The Rivers Beneath is a novel about war
and the ways in which its tragedies, both
great and small, transform the intimate
lives of the mothers, wives and lovers
who must live with its consequences.

RRP $32.99
Category Fiction
Format C-format paperback, 288pp
Rights held World

In the winter of 1919, Lily and her threeyear-old son, Ted, rush through the streets of
Melbourne to welcome home Lily’s husband,
Bert, who has spent the last four years fighting
with the Light Horse on the Eastern Front.
Twenty-three years later, as the same city
awaits a Japanese invasion, Frankie, a teenage
WAAAF on a night’s leave from the service,
meets an airman, Ed, at a dance. Almost
three decades on, as Melbourne convulses
with anti-war protests, a single mother, Fran,
prepares a funeral for her only son, a young
conscript killed in Vietnam.

Lenny Robinson teaches Philosophy and English
at Melbourne Girls Grammar, and has written three
philosophy textbooks widely used in schools. Lenny
has previously worked as a tutor, university lecturer
and freelance writer. Her short stories and non-fiction
have appeared in various literary journals and in Best
Australian Essays. She is also the author of Madame
Brussels: This Moral Pandemonium.

14
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Ian Kemish

The Consul: An Insider Account from
Australia’s Diplomatic Frontline
An absorbing insider’s account of
leadership within Australia’s consular
service.

ISBN 9780 7022 6349 1
RRP $32.99
Category Non-fiction
Format C-format paperback, 288pp
Rights held World

‘’

A remarkable insight
into the utterly vital, but
largely hidden, corner of
the diplomatic service.
Peter Greste

As head of Australia’s consular service, Ian
Kemish played a central role in the nation’s
response to some of the most dramatic events
of the early twenty-first century, including the
September 11 attacks and the Bali bombings.
He led the small band of Australian consuls as
they confronted the new challenges of global
jihadism, supporting families who lost loved
ones, and negotiated the release of Australians
unjustly detained abroad.
In The Consul, Kemish offers a unique and
personal perspective on Australia’s foreign
affairs challenges of the last two decades, from
hostage diplomacy to natural disasters and
evacuations from war zones. This timely and
engaging book also asks us to consider how
world events have changed the way we travel
now and in the future.
Ian Kemish served as Australian High
Commissioner to Papua New Guinea,
Ambassador to Germany, Head of the
Prime Minister’s international division,
and Head of the consular service in a
diplomatic career that spanned twentyfive years. He was awarded membership
of the Order of Australia for his leadership of Australia’s
response to the 2002 Bali bombings. Ian moved to the
private sector in 2013, working over the next seven years
in executive roles in Washington and Melbourne.
15

OCTOBER 2022

Rohan Lloyd
Saving the Reef: The human

story behind one of Australia’s
greatest environmental treasures

The Great Barrier Reef has come to
dominate Australian imaginations and global
environmental politics. In Saving the Reef,
environmental historian Rohan Lloyd charts
the social history of Australia’s most prized yet
vulnerable environment, from the relationship
between First Nations peoples and colonial
settlers, to the Reef ’s most portentous
moment – the Save the Reef campaign
launched in the 1960s.

ISBN 9780 7022 6575 4
RRP $32.99
Category Non-fiction
Format C-format paperback, 280pp
Rights held World

‘’

Refreshing, original
and highly engaging.
Charlie Veron, author of
A Life Underwater

Through this gripping historical narrative and
interwoven contemporary essays, Lloyd reveals
how the scale of damage caused to the Reef
has forced twenty-first century Australia to
reconsider what ‘saving’ the Reef really means.

Doctor Rohan Lloyd is a historian who
specialises in North Queensland and
Australian environmental history. He has
published histories on the Great Barrier
Reef, North Queensland and Australian
environmentalism. Rohan works as a
secondary school English teacher in Townsville and
is an adjunct lecturer at James Cook University.
This is his first book.

16

SEPTEMBER 2022

Sarah Malik
Desi Girl
A collection of fascinating, relatable
memoir-style essays about coming of
age and finding your feet as a secondgeneration Australian Muslim.
As a Pakistani-Australian teenager growing up
in Western Sydney, Sarah Malik came of age
in the shadow of September 11. At the age
of twenty, she moved out of home to begin
her life as a university student, young Muslim
feminist and journalist.

ISBN 9780 7022 6562 4
RRP $32.99
Category Non-fiction/Memoir
Format C-format paperback, 248pp
Rights held World

‘’

A triumph! The book
I wish I’d had as a
young writer.
Alice Pung

In this energetic and timely book, Walkley
Award-winner Malik dissects the many layers
of identity that have shaped her, from faith,
to feminism, race, and class. While navigating
religion and family, forging a career in media,
and looking for a home of her own, Sarah
lays bare the complexities of living between
different worlds.
Desi Girl explores the power of writing from
the margins, and how to find – and take –
your place in the world.
Sarah Malik is a Walkley Award-winning
Australian journalist and writer. She has
written for The New York Times, The
Guardian Australia, The Saturday Paper
and The Sydney Morning Herald; and she
has presented and produced programs
for ABC Radio National. She currently works as a senior
writer and presenter at SBS.

17

NOVEMBER 2022

James Kirby
Choose Compassion:

Why it matters and how it works

ISBN 9780 7022 6564 8
RRP $32.99
Category Non-fiction/Psychology
Format C-format paperback, 256pp
Rights held World

When you think of compassion, what comes
to mind? Kindness, understanding, tenderness,
empathy, maybe warmth. Compassion can
be all those things – but it is much more. In
the midst of pandemics, mass extinctions and
war, many of us are aware that compassion is
something the world needs more of. But what
exactly is it?
Researcher and clinical psychologist James
Kirby has been studying compassionate
behaviour for years. In research with children,
new parents and those struggling with selfimage, he’s found compassion taps into our
most basic needs: for human touch, for
validation, and even to regulate our bodily
responses. In Choose Compassion, using case
studies and real-life examples, he unravels the
role of compassion in our lives, looking at
how we learn it, how we fear it and how we
can use it to make a better world for others –
and ourselves.
James Kirby is the co-director of the
Compassionate Mind Research Group at
The University of Queensland. He studies
the clinical effectiveness of Compassion
Focused Therapy interventions in how
they help with the self-criticism and
shame that underpin many depression and anxiety
disorders. James has worked as a clinical psychologist
in private practice for over ten years.
18
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Ellen van Neerven
Personal Score
Personal Score is a ground-breaking
examination of some of the most
pressing issues in world sport right now.

ISBN 9780 7022 6585 3
RRP $34.99
Category Non-fiction
Format C-format paperback, 320pp
Rights held World

‘’

Ellen van Neerven
produces writing with
a rare imaginative
force.
Australian Book Review

Ellen van Neerven ranges widely across the
terrain of sports narratives – who is welcome
to play and who is excluded? – and what it
means to play sport on stolen, sovereign land
especially as we face environmental crises
globally. van Neerven shines a light on racism,
sexism and transphobia in sport from a queer
First Nations perspective, revealing how some
athletes are challenging mainstream views of
gender and sexuality, and using their roles to
effect change not only in their own sporting
realm, but more broadly in the wider culture
and society.

Ellen van Neerven is an award-winning writer of
Mununjali Yugambeh (South East Queensland) and
Dutch heritage. They write fiction, poetry, plays and
non-fiction. Ellen’s first book, Heat and Light, was
the recipient of the David Unaipon Award, the Dobbie
Literary Award and the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards
Indigenous Writers Prize.

19
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Sarah Holland-Batt
The Jaguar
The third collection of poetry by one
of Australia’s finest poets.
With electrifying boldness and fearlessness
of vision, Sarah Holland-Batt confronts
what it means to be mortal in an astonishing
and deeply humane portrait of a father’s
Parkinson’s Disease, and a daughter forged
by grief. Opening and closing with startling
elegies set in the charged moments before and
after a death, and compulsively probing the
body’s animal endurance and appetites, along
with the metamorphoses of long illness, The
Jaguar is marked by Holland-Batt’s distinctive
lyric intensity and linguistic mastery, along
with a stark new clarity of voice.
ISBN 9780 7022 6550 1
RRP $24.99
Category Poetry
Format B-format paperback, 144pp
Rights held World

‘’

Holland-Batt’s stark
and sumptuous lyricism
is indelible.
Australian Book Review

In this collection Holland-Batt is at her
most exacting and uncompromising: these
ferociously intelligent, insistent poems refuse
to look away, and challenge us to view ruthless
witness as a form of love. The Jaguar is a
devastating and mesmerising collection by a
poet at the height of her powers.
Sarah Holland-Batt is an award-winning
poet, editor and critic, and Professor of
Creative Writing and Literary Studies at
QUT. Her first book, Aria (UQP, 2008),
was the recipient of a number of national
literary awards and was shortlisted in both
the New South Wales and Queensland Premiers’ Literary
Awards. Her second book, The Hazards (UQP, 2015), won
the 2016 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Poetry. Her
most recent book is Fishing For Lightning (UQP, 2021).
20

APRIL 2023

Omar Sakr
Non-Essential Work
In this exciting follow-up to his acclaimed
collection, The Lost Arabs, award-winning
poet Omar Sakr delves deep into his loves
and losses to create a riveting literary
experience. Asking questions of timeliness
and timelessness, ranging between the present
and the past, Non-Essential Work is a restless
and relentless volume that showcases a poet
unquestionably in his prime.

ISBN 9780 7022 6588 4
RRP $24.99
Category Poetry
Format B-format paperback, 128pp
Rights held World

‘’

Omar Sakr writes
ferociously fine poetry
so alive it trembles on
the page.
Naomi Shihab Nye

Omar Sakr is the author of two acclaimed poetry
collections, These Wild Houses (Cordite Books) and The
Lost Arabs (UQP). The Lost Arabs won the 2020 Prime
Minister’s Literary Award for Poetry and was shortlisted
for the NSW Premier’s Literary Award, the John Bray
Poetry Award, the Judith Wright Calanthe Award, and the
Colin Roderick Award. His first novel, Son of Sin (Affirm
Press), was published to acclaim in 2022.

21
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SEPTEMBER 2022

Rhiannon Wilde
Where You Left Us
A glittering gothic mystery about healing,
home and how to pick up the pieces
when you feel left behind.
Cinnamon Prince is angry. She’s living at
home with her rockstar father after his latest
breakdown, and she’s stuck in a town where
people have whispered that the Princes aren’t
quite right ever since her Great Aunt Sadie
vanished without a trace. Not that Cinnamon
cares about anyone else’s opinion. Except,
she might be really starting to care what her
gorgeous co-worker Daisy Leung thinks.

ISBN 9780 7022 6560 0
RRP $19.99
Category Young Adult
Format B-format paperback, 344pp
Rights held World rights excluding
North America

‘’

A vivid and beautifully
rendered story about
family, love, secrets,
and discoveries.
Kay Kerr

Scarlett Prince is anxious. Most of the time, and
also about spending the summer with her sister
and barely there dad. She’s holding it together.
Just. But when her sister’s ex-boyfriend-nowbest-friend Will starts helping her search for
Sadie, things get all-the-ways complicated.
Can finding the truth fix their broken family?
Rhiannon Wilde is a writer and former
Brisbane high school teacher. Her debut
novel, Henry Hamlet’s Heart, won the
Queensland Literary Awards Glendower
Award for an Emerging
Queensland Writer, was
longlisted for an Indie Book Award in
2021, was a CBCA Notable Book, and
was shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s
Literary Awards.

24

TBC 2023

MIDDLE
READER

Zana Fraillon

The Dance of the Kraken,
the Singing of the Sea

RRP $16.99
Category Middle reader, illustrated
verse novel
Format B-format paperback
Rights held World

‘’

An ambitious and
absorbing work.
Books+Publishing on
The Way of Dog

From an award-winning author comes
this utterly unique story about two
brothers separated by life and death who
refuse to let each other go.
There is no dead, just change. After the death of
his brother Archie, Isk can still see him in ghostly
form.To escape their family’s grief, the boys go
to their beach where strange lights beckon them
to Kraken Rock, a small island offshore.When
they venture too close to the rocks and become
stranded on the island, Isk and Archie encounter
a wild girl living alone, with only an octopus for
company. Isla talks of Krakens and Selkies and
the Sea and the Moon like they’re real beings.
But while Isk searches for a way home, Archie
is beginning to fade. And then Archie hears the
octopus’s voice calling to him...
Will Isk and Archie find a way of letting each
other go before it is too late?

Zana Fraillon’s work has won multiple awards – both in Australia
and the UK – including the Amnesty CILIP Honour Award, the
ABIA Book of the Year for Older Readers, NSW Premier’s Literary
Award, CBCA Honour Book, The Readings Prize, the IBBY Award,
and has been shortlisted for the CBCA Book of the Year Award,
the Carnegie Award, the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, the
Prime Minister’s Literary Award, the INKY Awards, the Victorian
Premier’s Literary Awards, the Queensland Literary Awards and
the UK Crime Fest Award.

25
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Ashleigh Barton

Solomon Macaroni and the
Cousin Catastrophe
A fang-tastic tale about loving your
family, even when they drive you batty.
You’ve never met a vampire like Solomon
Macaroni before – he’s friendly, polite and
makes a mean tofu bolognese. Understandably,
when his parents go on a one-hundred-year
cruise without him, Solomon is not impressed.
Especially because it means having to stay in
creepy Transylvania with his six cousins, who
are the rudest and naughtiest vampires in
existence. (Well, apart from Lucy. He likes her.)
Not even his uncle, Count Dracula, the oldest
vampire in the world, can stop their pranks.
ISBN 9780 7022 6561 7
RRP $16.99
Category Middle reader with
internal illustrations
Format B-format paperback, 288pp
Rights held World

‘’

Full of humour and
heart with a hint of the
heebie-jeebies.
Nat Amoore

But when his cousins venture into the spooky
Wildwood on a dangerous mission, Solomon
reluctantly agrees to help Lucy rescue them.
In the forest, Solomon must draw on all he
knows – about old magic, wet wipes and the
importance of a well-timed entrance – to save
his catastrophic cousins and possibly the world.
Ashleigh Barton is a bestselling
children’s author from Sydney, Australia.
After completing a law degree, Ashleigh
decided she preferred books and spent
the next six years working in publishing
where she ran marketing and publicity
campaigns for internationally renowned authors and
illustrators. Now she writes books of her own, in between
looking after her three small children and freelance
copywriting.
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MIDDLE
READER

Ashleigh Barton

Solomon Macaroni and the
Paris Predicament

RRP $16.99
Category Middle reader with
internal illustrations
Format B-format paperback
Rights held World

Centuries ago, before the world had even seen
it, Solomon’s aunty Valentina, the original
prankster, had a guerilla artist change the face
of the Mona Lisa to look like hers. Ever since
she died, her children have longed to see it
in person but have been impeded by their
father’s grief. Now that he is finally working
through his sadness, Uncle Dracula surprises
everyone with a trip to Paris.
But it turns out a lot can go wrong with seven
vampire children (five of them hideously
naughty) and an evil fairy set on unleashing
magic back into Paris. It will be up to
Solomon and his cousin Lucy to save them all
from werewolves, spells and a ravenous Uncle
Dracula before it’s too late.

‘’

A delightfully
imaginative and
wonderfully written
book.
Schooldays Magazine on
Solomon Macaroni and the
Cousin Catastrophe
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MIDDLE
READER

APRIL 2022

Kate Gordon
The Calling of Jackdaw Hollow
An evocative story about one odd boy
searching for his place in the world.
Perfect for anyone who has ever
wondered where their path might lead.
When Jackdaw Hollow is orphaned by
a lightning strike, he is taken in by the
headmistress of Direleafe Hall. Even though
he grows up with her love and care, he feels
undeserving, as if the universe made a mistake
in sparing him. As he searches for the reason
he survived the storm, he befriends Angeline,
a wildling girl who knows where her destiny
lies – the circus. But when he goes too far in
trying to find his own calling, he loses sight of
what’s most important.
ISBN 9780 7022 6348 4
RRP $14.99
Category Middle reader
Format B-format paperback, 208pp
Rights held World rights, audio, film

‘’

A beautiful tale, expertly
told and crafted.
CBCA Reading Time
on The Ballad of Melodie Rose

The Calling of Jackdaw Hollow is a spirited tale
of destiny, self-worth and accepting that if you
love something, you must set it free.

Kate Gordon grew up in a very bookish
house, in a small town by the sea in
Tasmania. Kate received a Varuna
fellowship in 2009, and her first book
Three Things About Daisy Blue was
published in 2010. Her most recent
publications are the middle-grade novels The Heartsong
of Wonder Quinn, The Ballad of Melodie Rose, and
Aster’s Good, Right Things, which won the CBCA Book of
the Year for Younger Readers.
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SEPTEMBER 2020

The Heartsong of Wonder Quinn
A lonely orphan called Wonder Quinn
yearns for a friend in this enchanting tale
celebrating friendship, bravery and the
importance of staying true to yourself.

ISBN 9780 7022 6282 1
RRP $14.99
Category Middle reader
Format B-format paperback, 184pp
Rights held World rights, excluding
Russia, audio, film

Lonely orphan Wonder Quinn lives in the attic
of Direleafe Hall with only a gloomy crow for
company. Every year she hopes to make a true
friend and every year her heart breaks when she
doesn’t. But when a spirited new student, Mabel
Clattersham, befriends her in class, Wonder’s
dreams seem to be coming true. As the girls grow
closer, Wonder discovers her friend has a list of
strange wishes: Throw a pie, leap into the sky, break
someone’s heart…
What is Mabel’s big secret? Can Wonder protect her
heart from being broken all over again?
JUNE 2021

The Ballad of Melodie Rose
A heartfelt story of one girl’s determination
to save her beloved home and the lyrical
companion tale to The Heartsong of Wonder Quinn.

ISBN 9780 7022 6321 7
RRP $14.99
Category Middle reader
Format B-format paperback, 224pp
Rights held World rights, audio, film

When Melodie Rose is abandoned on the doorstep
of Direleafe Hall, she realises she must be a ghost.
Strangely, she is not sad. With the three other
ghostly girls who haunt the school and a gloomy
crow on her shoulder, Melodie has never felt more
at peace. Finally, she has a place to call home. So
when the Lady in White arrives with plans to flatten
the beloved school, Melodie Rose must act fast to
save all she holds dear. But what can one powerless
ghost do?

29

MIDDLE
READER

AUGUST 2022

Carla Fitzgerald
How to Be Prime Minister
and Survive Grade Five
Imagine your dad gets the top job but
isn’t exactly up to it. Then he sneaks off
on holiday, leaving the country without
a leader. What would you do?
When Harper’s dad becomes the prime minister
he’s terrible at it. He was thrust into the top
job after a heroic boogie-board rescue of two
kids (and a labradoodle) from a shark attack, but
surviving government is proving hard.

ISBN 9780 7022 6558 7
RRP $16.99
Category Middle reader
Format B-format paperback, 272pp
Rights held World

Their family is a laughing stock, and Dad
disappears to a ‘conference’ – but he leaves
his phone behind. With her little sister, Lottie,
Harper must secretly take his place and decide
on a new policy before it’s too late.
She finds herself torn between ideas – should
she ban plastic bottles? Or make weekends
longer? Can she prove a kid can lead the
country better than a grown-up?

‘It’s not easy for a prime
minister to go on holiday,
but then my dad has
always been good at
avoiding work.’

Carla Fitzgerald is an emerging author
from Sydney with honours degrees in Arts
(English Literature) and Law. Before she
discovered the joys of making stuff up,
she worked as a Judge’s Associate at the
Australian Human Rights Commission.
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YOUNGER
READER

Peter Carnavas
Leo and Ralph
Leo pressed fists into his clenched eyes to stop
the tears from leaking out. Saying goodbye to an
imaginary friend was a lot harder than dreaming
one into the world.
Ten-year-old Leo needs to make a real friend.
His teachers think so, his parents think so, even
his chatty younger sister Peg thinks so.
Leo wishes nobody worried about him. He’s
happy looking at spider webs and daydreaming
most of the time. And when he needs company,
he’s always got Ralph.

RRP $14.99
Category Younger reader with
internal illustrations
Format B-format paperback
Rights held World

It doesn’t matter to Leo that Ralph’s not real,
but it matters to his worried parents. So when
Leo’s family announce they are moving to a
dusty country town, Mum says it might be the
right time to say goodbye.
But how will Leo make a new start with an
imaginary friend who refuses to give up on him?

Peter Carnavas writes and illustrates books for children. He
has made many picture books, such as The Children Who Loved
Books, Last Tree in the City and A Quiet Girl. His novel The
Elephant won a Queensland Literary Award and was shortlisted
in four other national awards. He has won an Australian Book
Industry Award and a SCBWI Crystal Kite Award, and his books
have been published widely across the world. Peter’s latest
book, My Brother Ben, won the 2022 Patricia Wrightson Prize
for Children’s Literature at the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards,
was shortlisted at the 2022 Speech Pathology Book of the
Year Awards, longlisted for the 2022 Australian Book Industry
Award’s Book of the Year for Younger Children, and was a 2022
CBCA Notable.
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MARCH 2023

YOUNGER
READER

Allison Rushby & Karen Blair
The Wish Sisters
A delicious new junior fiction series about Flick, her wishgranting baby sister Birdie and one very mischievous imp.
The Party Wish: Book 1
Flick can’t believe her eyes. Set up in their yard
is an incredibly amazing 13-month-old birthday
party. A pool full of marshmallows? A rainbow
slide? A unicorn that poops CUPCAKES?! Flick
has to stop the party, before nosy Mrs Mortlake
from next door discovers Birdie’s incredible gift!

Rough art only.

The Big Wish: Book 2
Birdie’s missed her nap and is in a very cranky
mood. Everyone keeps telling her she can do things
when she’s bigger. It’s Flick’s turn to lead reading
club at the library and she’s super nervous and
a little distracted. She doesn’t realise that Birdie
might be about to take the message quite literally.
How do you hide a giant baby in a library?

Allison Rushby is a children’s, YA and fiction author with more than 20 books to her name. Her
middle grade books The Turnkey and The Mulberry Tree (Walker / Candlewick) are spooky tales
aimed at intermediate readers. Allison has three new middle grade books publishing with Walker
Books in 2022, and has previously been published by Allen & Unwin Australia, HarperCollins, St
Martins and others. Allison is an admin of the popular parent Facebook group ‘Your Kid’s Next
Read’ with Megan Daley and Allison Tait.
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YOUNGER
READER

Allison Rushby & Karen Blair
The Wish Sisters

The Running Wish: Book 3
It’s school sports day and Flick is ready to race!
So is Dad! He’s excited to try to win the parents
versus teachers race. But when Birdie gets sick
of being lectured about not making wishes, she
makes Dad forget about the wishes entirely!
Soon, Dad’s running much faster than he usually
would. How can Flick keep everything under
control and avoid their secret getting out?
Rough art only.
RRP $12.99
Category Younger reader
Format B-format paperback with internal
illustrations
Rights held World

The Honeysuckle Street Wish: Book 4
It’s the community street celebration on
Honeysuckle Street and everyone’s invited!
The coveted street party prize is up for grabs.
Mrs Mortlake desperately wants to win. But
so does Birdie. And when wishes are involved,
the sky’s the limit when it comes to home
improvements.

When Karen Blair was young she wished she could see the fairies in the garden and would
sometimes leave baked beans out for them. She also wished that she could draw all day and now
the wish has come true! Karen loves to illustrate characters that are young, old and in between.
She lives in Fremantle, Western Australia with her husband, two children and a small dog called
Dobby who thinks he’s a cat.

33

YOUNGER
READER
MARCH 2022

Kathryn Apel
What Snail Knows
From the author of Bully on the Bus
comes this moving story about making
friends and finding where you belong.
Lucy and Dad move a lot, so it’s hard to
make friends.
Luckily, she has Snail, the perfect pet for a
lonely girl. If only she had her own shell to
hide in when she started at a new school.
But this place is different. She likes her
teacher, Miss Darling. She likes her classmates,
especially Tahnee. She even likes Mei-hui’s van
park, where she lives with Dad and Snail. This
place feels like home. But can she convince
her dad to stay?
ISBN 9780 7022 6546 4
RRP $14.99
Category Younger reader
Format B-format paperback, 232pp
Rights held World

‘’

An excellent and wellwritten verse novel.
Kids’ Book Review on
Bully on the Bus

Kathryn Apel is a born-and-bred farm
girl who’s scared of cows. She lives among
the gum trees, cattle and kangaroos on a
Queensland grazing property, where she
writes poetry picture books and verse
novels. Her previous books include Bully
on the Bus, which won the Australian Family Therapists’
Award for Children’s Literature: Younger Readers, Too
Many Friends, a CBCA Notable book, and most recently,
The Bird in the Herd.
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PICTURE
BOOK

Wanda Gibson
Three Dresses
An important First Nations story about
the joy of family and connection to place.
Three Dresses tells the true story of Wanda
Gibson’s experiences as a child growing up in a
Lutheran Mission in the 1950s with her family
in Far North Queensland, Australia. Rations of
food, clothing and materials were provided to
families under strict conditions, but somehow
Wanda and her family made the memories
of these second-hand dresses ones that were
cherished and shared for generations to come.

RRP $24.99
Category Picture book
Format B-format paperback, 32pp
Rights held World

We only got two weeks holiday from mission life.
It would take us two days to walk to the beach! If
we left at 6am on the final day we’d arrive by 6pm
on the second day.We had to carry everything –
food, blankets, clothes – so we could only take three
dresses: one to wash, one to wear, and one spare.
Wanda Gibson is a Nukgal Wurra woman of the
Guugu Yimithirr people (on her mum’s side) and lives
in HopeVale on the Cape York Peninsula QLD. Her
dad is a Yuuethawarra man and his country is around
Cape Melville. Both of Wanda’s parents were Stolen
Generation. Wanda was born in Woorabinda in 1946, and
her family returned to HopeVale when she was three.
Her father cleared the block where she continues to
live today. After school Wanda worked doing domestic
duties for missionary staff. Wanda, her husband and kids
moved to Redland Bay and Mt Isa before returning to
HopeVale where Wanda worked in the local supermarket
for 21 years. Wanda is a master weaver and a painter, and
completed a Diploma of Visual Arts at Cairns TAFE in 2014.
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BOOK

APRIL 2023

Cassy Polimeni & Briony Stewart

The Garden at the End of the World
An enchanting journey to the Global
Seed Vault in Norway.

Draft Cover
ISBN 978 0 7022 6569 3
RRP $24.99
Category Picture book
Format Hardback, 32pp
Rights held World

Rough art only.

Isla and her botanist mother like to forage in
the forest at the bottom of their garden. One
day, Isla finds a rare plant and her mother tells
her about a vault hidden in a frozen mountain
on the other side of the world. It’s a place that
keeps seeds safe so that one day children who
haven’t even been born yet will be able to grow
and enjoy them. Soon the mother and daughter
head off to deliver their precious parcel to the
garden waiting at the end of the world.

Cassy Polimeni is a freelance editor and former travel writer/
magazine editor. The Garden at the End of the World is her first
picture book. Cassy is the founding editor of Living Between
Cultures, a creative writing and anthology project for and by
young people from migrant and refugee backgrounds. She has
also worked as a bookseller, publishing assistant and airport
chauffeur. In 2022 she was awarded an ASA mentorship for her
middle grade novel set in northern Norway.
Briony Stewart is the author and illustrator
of several award-winning books for children,
including the Kumiko and the Dragon series
and We Love You Magoo which was a CBCA
Early Childhood Honour Book for 2020. Briony
lectures on children’s literature at university and
conducts talks and workshops with children
across Australia. She loves live drawing challenges, daydreaming
and discussing dragons, bunnies and how to tame lions.
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PICTURE
BOOK

Sally Soweol Han
Night Ride
Sometimes a flat tyre can be all you need
to discover the world.
A boy heads home with his mother after a
busy day in the city. There’s so much noise!
When they need to make a stop because the
bus has a flat tyre, the boy follows a firefly and
discovers a peaceful world of nature sounds
and sweetness.
From a World Illustration Award contender
comes this gentle book about listening to the
world around you.

RRP $24.99
Category Picture book
Format Hardback, 32pp
Rights held World

‘’

A gentle, wondrous
story with stunning and
whimsical illustrations.
One More Page podcast
on Tiny Wonders

Sally Soweol Han is a Korean-Australian artist who is
passionate about creating stories and illustrating heartwarming picture books for all ages. She is fascinated with
traditional techniques and most of her illustrations are
hand drawn and painted. Sally was awarded a gold medal
at 3x3 Illustration Awards 2017 and has recently been
longlisted in World Illustration Awards. Sally is devoted to
illustrating whimsical work for picture books, in the hope
of delivering warmth and joy to all readers.
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BOOK

NOVEMBER 2022

Alison Lester
A Tiny Light
The perfect bedtime story celebrating the
magic of night-time.
When you go to bed tonight,
be sure to leave a tiny light
so Twinkles in the Milky Way
can find you when they come to play …
ISBN 9780 7022 6565 5
RRP $19.99
Category Picture book
Format Hardback, 24pp
Rights held World

From one of Australia’s most loved picturebook creators, this gentle, enchanting story
offers both wonder and comfort, and feels
like a reassuring hug at bedtime.
Children everywhere will love the magic of
the Twinkles!

‘’

A national treasure.
Melbourne Prize for
Literature, judges’
comments

Alison Lester is one of Australia’s
most popular and bestselling creators
of children’s books. Her picture books
mix imaginary worlds with everyday
life, encouraging children to believe in
themselves and celebrate the differences
that make them special. In a career spanning decades,
Alison Lester has written many books and won numerous
prestigious awards.
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Adult Titles
Sub-agents
In some translation territories we work with the sub-agents listed:

Greece
Nike Davarinou
Read n’ Right Agency
26, Dimitriou Street 34132 Chalkida Greece
T: 3022210 29798
E: nike@readnright.gr

Brazil
Laura Riff
Agência RIFF Avenida Calógeras, n° 6, sala
1007, 20030-070 – Centro Rio de Janeiro, RJ
Brasil
T: 55 21 2287-6299
E: laura@agenciariff.com.br

Hungary & Croatia
Judit Hermann
Nurnberg (Budapest)
Győri út
20 Hungary
T: +36 1 302 64 51
E: j.hermann@nurnberg.hu

China, Taiwan, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Malaysia & Thailand
The Grayhawk Agency
14F, No.63, Sec.4, Xinyi Rd.
Taipei 10684, Taiwan
T: +886-2-27059231
E: grayhawk@grayhawk-agency.com

Israel
Beverley Levit
The Israeli Association of Book Publishers Ltd,
29 Carlibach Street, Tel-Aviv 6713224 Israel
T: 972 3 5614121
E: rights1@tbpai.co.il

France
Lora Fountain
Agence Littéraire Lora Fountain & Associates
7, rue de Belfort 75011 Paris France
T: +33 (0)1 43 56 21 96
E: lora@fountlit.com

Italy
Clementina Liuzzi
Clementina Liuzzi Literary Agency
Lungotevere Riya 6
00153 Roma, Italy
T: +39 06 69331440
E: clementina@litag.it

Germany
Annelie Geissler
Mohrbooks
Seefeldstr 303, CH-8008 Zurich Switzerland
T: +41.43.244 86 26
E: annelie.geissler@mohrbooks.com
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Sub-agents

Japan (Non-Exclusive)
Hamish Macaskill
Japan Uni Agency (non-exclusive)
Minami Aoyama 6-7-3 Minato-Ku Tokyo
107-0062 Japan
T: +81 3 3406 5385
E: hamish@eaj.co.jp

Russia & Ukraine
Ludmilla Sushkova
ANA Russia
Flat 72, Stroenie 6 21 Tsvetnoy Boulevard
127051 Moscow Russia
T: +7 495 625 8188
E: ludmilla@lit-agency.ru

Korea (Non-Exclusive)
Duran Kim Agency
#203 Century II, 56 Banpodaero 18-gil
Seocho-gu,
Seoul 06651, Korea
T: +82 2 583 5724
E: duran@durankim.com

Spain & Latin America
Antonia Kerrigan
Antonia Kerrigan Literary Agency
Travessera de Gracia 22, 1⁰ 2ª 08021 Barcelona
Spain
T: +34 93 209 38 20
E: antonia@antoniakerrigan.com

Netherlands & Scandanavia
Sebes & van Gelderen Literary Agency
Herengracht 162
1016 BP Amsterdam The Netherlands
T: +31 (0)20 616 0940
E: Jeanine Langenberg, langenberg@sebes.nl

Turkey
Akcali Copyright Agency
Bahariye Cad. 8/9-10
34714 Kadikoy
Istanbul / Turkey
T: +90 216 338 87 71 (Ext. 12)
E: Atilla Izgi Turgut,
atilla@akcalicopyright.com

Poland
Ryszard Turczyn
AKF Literary Agency
ul. Hoza 21/23 m. 30 00-521 Warszawa
Poland
T: +48 22 621 8860
E: akf.agency@hot.pl
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About UQP
The University of Queensland Press (UQP)
was established in 1948 and is one of Australia’s
oldest and most respected independent publishing
houses. UQP has an innovative philosophy and
commitment to producing books of high quality
and cultural significance across literary fiction,
general non-fiction, children’s and young adult
fiction. Our books and authors continue to receive
national and international recognition through
literary prizes, rights sales and writers festivals.

UQP Online
Join us for news, interviews and regular giveaways.
www.uqp.com.au
@UQPBooks
Sign up for our monthly newsletters via
our Facebook page.
facebook.com/UQPBooks
Book Club and Teachers’ Notes
UQP offers book club notes and teaching guides for
many of its titles. Download book club and teacher
resources at www.uqp.com.au
Ebooks
Most of UQP’s titles are available through the
following platforms: Amazon, Booktopia, Dymocks,
Google Play, Apple Books and Kobo.
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Contact
Australian Distributors
United Book Distributors
Toll-free: 1800 338 836
P: +613 9811 2555
Australian Sales
Penguin Random House
Level 28, 2 Southbank Blvd
Southbank VIC 3006
P: +613 8537 4599
Other Enquiries
University of Queensland Press
PO Box 6042
St Lucia QLD 4067
Australia
P: +617 3365 2435
www.uqp.com.au
twitter.com/UQPBooks
facebook.com/UQPBooks
instagram.com/UQPBooks
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