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THE MONA LISA VANISHES
A Legendary Painter, A Stolen Portrait, and the Greatest 
Art Heist in History

The Mona Lisa Vanishes introduces Nicholas Day, an electrifying new voice in 
middle-grade non-fiction.  To be illustrated by Brett Helquist, whose iconic covers 
for A Series of Unfortunate Events are internationally renowned.

This propulsive work of narrative non-fiction for middle-graders tells the twisting, turning, 
near-incredible story of how the Mona Lisa was stolen, how the robbery made the portrait 
the most famous artwork in the world—and how the painting never should have existed at 
all. This is middle-grade nonfiction written at the pace of a thriller, shot through with stories 
of crime and celebrity, genius and beauty.

The Mona Lisa Vanishes  in Paris, 1911 and Renaissance Italy. It traces a relentless, 
wrongheaded investigation through the front pages and back streets of Paris, knocking at 
the door of the most famous artist of the modern era, and ultimately ending up in a packed 
courtroom in Rome. Simultaneously, it follows Leonardo da Vinci through his dazzling, 
weird, unlikely life. History here isn’t something that had to happen—history, like life, is one 
improbable event after another.

Author and artist would prefer that both art and text are licensed together. 
Art is repped by Steven Malk of Writers House. 

Nicholas Day, Illustrated by Brett Helquist
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Random House Studio,  Fall 2023) 

Middle-grade

NICHOLAS DAY’s work has appeared in The 
Atlantic, The New York Times, and The Washington 
Post, among other publications. He lives in Western 
Massachusetts. 

BRETT HELQUIST is the internationally renowned 
artist of the covers for A Series of Unfortunate Events, 
used in many translated editions  of the series. 
Helquist is repped by Steven Malk at Writers House.
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The Mona Lisa Vanishes – sample sketch
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JENNIFER CHAN IS NOT ALONE

Tae Keller is the Newbery award winning and New York Times bestselling 
author of When You Trap a Tiger and The Science of Breakable Things. She grew up 
in Honolulu, Hawaii, where she subsisted on kimchi, purple rice, and stories. 
Now, she writes about biracial girls trying to find their voices, and lives in 
Seattle with her husband and a multitude of books.

Agent: Faye Bender
Random House Children’s Books, April 2022

Middle-grade
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“I absolutely loved this book! It’s not just Tae's glorious writing that had 
me hooked from the start, but her characters, so wonderfully imperfect and 
nuanced, that felt instantly relatable. In the end, Tae had me wondering 
which is more mysterious: the existence of extraterrestrials, or the 
beautiful, occasionally-heartbreaking intricacies of friendship.” 

--R.J. Palacio, #1 New York Times bestselling author of WONDER

Thanks to her best friend, Reagan, Mallory Moss knows the rules of middle 
school. The most important one? You have to fit in to survive. But then Jennifer 
Chan moves in across the street, and that rule doesn’t seem to apply. Jennifer 
doesn’t care about the laws of middle school, or the laws of the universe. She 
believes in aliens—and she thinks she can find them.

Then Jennifer goes missing. Using clues from Jennifer’s journals, Mallory goes 
searching. But the closer she gets, the more Mallory has to confront why Jennifer 
might have run . . . and face the truth within herself.

Tae Keller lights up the sky with this insightful story about shifting friendships, 
right and wrong, and the power we all hold to influence and change one another. 
No one is alone.

Tae Keller

Foreign rights sales to: 
Universe in You (Korea); 
Sanmin (Taiwan), 
AST (Russia)



MIHI EVER AFTER

Foreign rights sales to: 
Junior GimmYoung (Korea)

Agent: Faye Bender

Middle-grade
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Mihi Whan Park has always dreamed of being a princess. She fantasizes about her epic 
destiny and imagines herself as storybook royalty—though nobody else sees her that way. As 
Mihi’s best-friend-turned-nemesis Genevieve points out, Mihi isn’t exactly the “princess 
type.” 

So when Mihi and two other princess-loving misfits, Reese and Savannah, discover that 
their librarian’s fridge is a portal into a fairytale land, they jump at the chance to live in a 
world they’ve always dreamt of. There, they learn that the stories they know and love are real, 
and now the girls can live inside them.

Determined to fit in, Mihi, Reese, and Savannah train to be princesses. But when they 
meet lonely Sleeping Beauty, who wants to escape her castle, they realize that being a princess 
isn’t quite what they expected. And when they try to free her, the idyllic fairytale world 
becomes something darker. and dBy changing Sleeping Beauty’s story, Mihi and her friends 
drawn the attention of certain fairytale characters who fear intruders and intend to destroy 
them.

With the help of Sleeping Beauty and Goldilocks’ baby bear, the three girls must band 
together, find their own strength, and get back home—before it’s too late.

SERIES DESCRIPTION:
The only thing Mihi Whan Park has ever wanted is to be a princess. The problem is, she’s not 
the “princess type.” So when Mihi meets two new friends and gets the chance to travel into 
the stories she knows and loves, she’s beyond thrilled. But being a fairytale princess isn't what 
Mihi expected, and in order to fit into stories that were not built for them, she and her 
friends will have to transform these tales entirely--even when the results prove dangerous. 
But through the danger and the adventure, together they will discover what it really means to 
be a hero, a villain, a sidekick, and a storyteller.

Tae Keller

Henry Holt Books for Young Readers
Book 1: Fall 2022. Book 2: Spring 2023. Book 3: Fall 2023. Book 4: Spring 2024.
*Macmillan holds World English rights



THE SECRET OF GLENDUNNY 
Book#1—THE HAUNTING

Kathryn Lasky, author of the multi-national bestseller THE GUARDIANS OF 
GA’HOOLE, writes a new animal-fantasy series featuring industrious, amazing beavers, 
in an epic story of loyalty, heroism, and the courage to speak truth to power. 

THE CASTORS OF GLENDUNNY tells the story of a colony of castors who have been 
hiding, almost in plain sight, for five hundred years. Their safety and livelihood -- timber --
depends on their not being discovered. Humans have destroyed the ecology of so many of 
their fellow creatures' habitats that they will doubtless do the same for the castors. Added to 
that, the ruling council of the castors knows that their homeland hides a terrible secret: one 
that has been buried for centuries, and that no one must know.

The trouble begins when one young castor, Dunwattle, is disturbed by what he thinks is a 
ghost. In his panic, strays far from the den, where he is discovered -- and photographed!--by 
a two-legs. As soon as the council learns of this, they are determined to get the lynxes to 
“take out” Dunwattle -- but what they don't know is that Dunwattle's best friendis just as 
determined to save him and to keep the castors’ secrets.

HarperCollins has signed the first two books in this series, with the first to be published in 
March 2022. Book #2 will follow in March 2023. (See following pages.)

KATHRYN LASKY is the Newbery Honor-winning author of over one hundred books for 
children and young adults. Her beloved Guardians of Ga'Hoole fantasy series has more 
than seven million copies in print. She is also the author of the Wolves of the Beyond series, 
as well as A Time for Courage and other stand-alone and series books. 

Kathryn Lasky
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(HarperCollins, 15 March 2022) 

Middle-grade

**Available now**

For a list of Kathryn Lasky’s 
international publishers, please see 
following slide. 
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THE SECRET OF GLENDUNNY 
Book#1—THE HAUNTING
Kathryn Lasky

Middle-grade

PRAISE FOR

“There is evil, betrayal, cruelty, loss, compassion, kindness, a touch of 
humor, and heart-stopping adventure. The carefully constructed fantasy world 
holds perfectly true, always within the parameters set forth by the author. Further 
dimension is added by the detailed and beautifully expressed descriptions of place, 
action, and characters. Draws readers deeply into a mystical world and leaves 
them wishing for more.” –Kirkus, starred review

“Lasky’s gorgeous text has a proper, old-fashioned tone that lends gravity to 
the fantastical plot. There is an astonishingly detailed mythology, language, 
and history to the beaver world, and larger, relevant themes of immigration and 
racism are organically worked in. The tale doesn’t shy away from occasional death 
and gore, but there are plenty of delightful details to keep it from getting too heavy. 
An abrupt ending may bewilder young readers, but the series promises to carry on 
in future installments. An enchanting introduction to a wonderful, new natural 
world. – Booklist, starred review
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Newbery Honor winner Kathryn Lasky, author of the bestselling 
Guardians of Ga’Hoole series, delivers the second book in her new 
middle grade adventure series about a colony of beavers on a 
courageous quest to save the swan that protects their world.

Return to the brilliant, adventure-filled world of Glendunny. Dunwattle and 
Locksley are going on their greatest journey yet in their search for their 
beloved mother figure, Elsinore the swan, who has been kidnapped by dark 
forces. Little do they know, they have a much larger expedition in store when 
they discover other persecuted animals and baby otters being held against 
their will for nefarious purposes.
Will they be able to save Elsinore, the innocent animals, and themselves? Join 
Dunwattle and Locksley as they embark on this winding adventure, explore 
unknown lands beyond their pond, and endeavor to save their world and all 
the creatures in it.

KATHRYN LASKY is the Newbery Honor-winning author of over one 
hundred books for children and young adults. Her beloved Guardians of 
Ga'Hoole fantasy series has more than seven million copies in print. She is 
also the author of the Wolves of the Beyond series, as well as A Time for 
Courage and other stand-alone and series books. 

THE SECRET OF GLENDUNNY 
Book#2—THE SEARCHERS
Kathryn Lasky
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(HarperCollins, 15 March 2023) 
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British (HarperCollins UK)
Chinese (Complex Char. Only)/(Sharp Point)
Chinese (Simplified Only)/(Hubei Children's Press) (Jieli Publishing)
Czech (Mlada Fronta)
French (Pocket Jeunesse)
German( Ravensburger)
Greek (Compupress)
Hungarian (Animus)
Italian (Arnoldo Mondadori Editore)
Indonesian (Dinamedia)
Japanese (Media Factory)
Korean (Moonhak Soochup) 
Polish (Nowa Basn)
Portuguese- Brazil (Fundamento)
Portuguese- Portugal (Presenca)
Russian (Astrel) 
Serbian (Carobna Knjiga)
Slovene/ Zalozba Alica
Spanish (Ediciones B)
Turkish (Vatan Kitap)

Middle-grade

Note: Most of Kathryn Lasky’s backlist
titles are repped by Scholastic US

Kathryn Lasky
International publishers
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THE ISLANDERS, Book #1

“Storytelling for young readers at its finest—equal parts summer adventure and 
environmental suspense…[a] love letter to family, friendship, and the natural world.” —
Kwame Alexander, New York Times bestselling author of The Crossover

Twelve-year-old Jake’s life has just turned upside-down. His father was wounded in 
Afghanistan, and his mother is going to leave to care for him. That means Jake’s spending 
the summer on tiny Dewees Island with his grandmother. The island is a nature sanctuary—
no cars or paved roads, no stores or restaurants. To make matters worse, Jake’s 
grandmother doesn’t believe in cable or the internet. Which means Jake has no cell phone, 
no video games...and no friends. This is going to be the worst summer ever!

He’s barely on the island before he befriends two other kids—Macon, another “summer 
kid,” and Lovie, know-it-all who lives there and shows both Jake and Macon the ropes of 
life on the island. All three are struggling with their own family issues and they quickly 
bond, going on adventures all over Dewees Island. Until one misadventure on an 
abandoned boat leads to community service. Their punishment? Mandatory duty on the 
Island Turtle Team. The kids must do a daily dawn patrol of the beach on the hunt for 
loggerhead sea turtle tracks. When a turtle nest is threatened by coyotes, the three friends 
must find a way to protect it. Can they save the turtle nest from predators? Can Jake’s 
growing love for the island and its inhabitants (be they two-legged, four-legged, feathered, 
or finned) help to heal his father?

Mary Alice Munroe

Agent: Faye Bender
(Aladdin/Simon & Schuster, June 2021) 

Middle-grade

INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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Jake Potter is back on Dewees Island for another summer with his beloved 
grandmother, Honey. This time, Jake is excited that his dad will be there as he continues to 
recover from his injuries sustained in Afghanistan but Jake also knows they both need get 
used to a new normal, which isn’t easy.

Jake also discovers that his two best friends, Macon and Lovie, are struggling as well. 
Macon is adjusting to being a big brother, while Lovie is navigating a new relationship 
with her dad, who has long been absent in her life. In order to cheer everyone up, Jake 
decides that the trio needs a new mission, just like they had the previous summer in saving 
the turtles. He discovers that his dad loved spending time in an old tree fort on the island, 
and there is a special treasure box hidden somewhere nearby. Jake just knows if he can 
find it, maybe his dad will be happy again--and he knows Macon and Lovie are the perfect 
fellow treasure-hunters!

Their search leads them to discover there might be actual buried treasure somewhere on 
Dewees, all while they battle some unwelcome guests on the island, of both the two and 
four-legged kind!

In this latest adventure from New York Times best-selling authors Mary Alice Monroe 
and Angela May, the three friends go off on their biggest quest yet--and they realize that 
the treasures they really want in life were with them all along.

SEARCH FOR TREASURE
The Islanders, Book #2

Agent: Faye Bender
(Aladdin/Simon & Schuster, June 2022) 

For more about Mary Alice Monroe 
and Angela May, see next slide. 

Mary Alice Munroe with Angela May
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MARY ALICE MONROE

Mary Alice Monroe is the New York Times bestselling author of 27 books, 
including the Beach House series: The Beach House, Swimming Lessons, Beach 
House Memories, Beach House for Rent, Beach House Reunion, On Ocean 
Boulevard, and her latest The Summer of Lost and Found. 

Angela May is a former television news journalist and lives with her family on 
the South Carolina coast.

More than 7.5 million copies of her books have been published worldwide, 
and she’s earned numerous accolades and awards, including: Induction into the 
South Carolina Academy of Authors’ Hall of Fame; the Southwest Florida Author 
of Distinction Award; South Carolina Award for Literary Excellence; RT Lifetime 
Achievement Award; the International Book Award for Green Fiction, and the 
prestigious Southern Book Prize for Fiction. Her bestselling novel The Beach 
House is a Hallmark Hall of Fame movie.

Agent: Faye Bender

Author Feature
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MAPMAKER

A fantastical adventure through uncharted territory in this brilliantly-imagined about 
a boy who draws maps…that come to life. 

Walt didn’t ask to move to a boring new town. But he’s stuck there, with his demanding 
dad breathing down his neck, and his twin sister Toni as obnoxious as ever. At least he’s 
made one new friend, Dylan, who doesn’t mind Walt’s weird hobby – drawing maps. 
Walt loves their intricate details, the worlds they outline. His favorite is the map of Rior, 
the fantastical world he’s created on paper. It’s a lot more exciting than living in this 
world. 

But things change when Walt absently draws a forest on a map of Blackbird Bay. The 
forest he draws…appears. In real life. Things get even stranger when the trio meet 
mysterious characters who call Walt the Mapmaker. They seem to be telling Walt he 
needs to embrace his powers to defeat Statica, a malevolent rival in the Kingdom of Rior
whose mapmaking power has spun out of control. 

Walt, Toni, and Dylan transport themselves to Rior and find it’s just as Walt imagined --
except that someone has altered it…for the worse. Statica’s power is threatening Walt’s 
creation, and all who live in it. If he’s not stopped soon, Rior could be gone forever. And 
if Statica can destroy one world, who could stop him from destroying others? 

Lisa Moore Ramée was born and raised in Los Angeles, and she now lives in the Bay 
Area of California, with her husband, two kids, and two obnoxious cats. She is the author 
of A Good Kind of Trouble and Something to Say. You can visit her online at 
www.lisamooreramee.com.

Lisa Moore Ramée
Agent: Brenda Bowen 
(Balzer + Bray/HarperCollins, September 2022) 

Middle-grade
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A ROVER’S STORY

Told from the point of view of a valiant Mars rover, this is a book for kids who love 
adventure, science, and tales of selfless bravery. 

Res knows he was built to be a rational and impartial explorer of  Mars, free from 
the dangers posed by human emotions. But he was also built to learn. And as he 
spends time in the lab with the hazmat-wearing scientists who assemble and train 
him, he finds himself  developing humanlike feelings. Perhaps there’s a flaw in his 
programming . . . 

Feelings or not, launch day comes, and Res blasts off  to Mars, accompanied by 
Fly, the friendly drone housed inside of  him. As Res ventures across Mars—
collecting rocks and soil in search of  signs of  water and ancient life—he frequently 
looks up at the night sky and wonders about the humans he has come to care for 
back on Earth. 

But Res soon learns that Mars’s terrain and climate are inhospitable— rife with 
dust storms and steep cliffs. As he navigates dangerous perils, he is tested in ways 
that go far beyond space exploration. Ultimately, Res will have to decide how much 
he is willing to sacrifice to advance the mission, and in the process, he might just 
discover what it truly means to be a friend. 

Jasmine Warga is of  the New York Times bestseller Other Words For Home., winner of  
a Newbery Honor. She is also the author of  young adult books, My Heart and Other 
Black Holes and Here We Are Now, which have been translated into over twenty 
different languages. The Shape of  Thunder, her most recent book for middle grade 
readers, is a Junior Library Guild selection and Indie Next List Summer 2021 pick. 
Originally from Cincinnati, she now lives in the Chicago-area with her family. 

Jasmine Warga
Agent: Brenda Bowen 
(HarperCollins, October 2022) 

Middle-grade
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A ROVER’S STORY

“Warga follows her cybernetic narrator from first awareness to final 
resting place—and stony indeed will be any readers who remain unmoved by 
the journey. The intelligences here may be (mostly) artificial, but the feelings 
are genuine and deep.” — Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

"A touching, fact-filled novel [that] centers the maturation of  gutsy 
Mars rover Resilience.” — Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“An endlessly inventive story, replete with gentle humor and playful 
pondering, offering a unique perspective on everything from music and 
electronics to loyalty and love. Res is written in a distinct, precise voice and 
sweetly countered by interspersed letters to the rover from a young girl 
intimately connected to his being, and both thoughtfully evolve as the years 
pass. A profound and poignant exploration of  the universe both outside and 
within us all.” — Booklist (starred review)

“As a mechanical engineer and STEM-lover, this beautiful book filled my 
heart right to the top. Res may be a rover, but he taught me what it means to 
be fully alive." — Christina Soontornvat, two-time Newbery Honor recipient

Jasmine Warga
Agent: Brenda Bowen 
(HarperCollins, October 2022) 

Middle-grade
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Young 
Adult



WARRIOR GIRL UNEARTHED

(Henry Holt Books for Young Readers, May 2, 2023)

From Angeline Boulley, the New York Times bestselling author of Firekeeper’s 
Daughter, comes Warrior Girl Unearthed, a thrilling YA mystery about a Native teen 
who must find a way to bring an ancestor home to her tribe.

Perry Firekeeper-Birch was ready for her Summer of Slack but instead, after a fender bender 
that was entirely not her fault, she’s stuck working to pay back her Auntie Daunis for repairs 
to the Jeep.

Thankfully she has the other outcasts of the summer program, Team Misfit Toys, and even 
her twin sister Pauline. Together they ace obstacle courses, plan vigils for missing women in 
the community, and make sure summer doesn’t feel so lost after all.

But when she attends a meeting at a local university, Perry learns about the “Warrior Girl”, 
an ancestor whose bones and knife are stored in the museum archives, and everything 
changes. Perry has to return Warrior Girl to her tribe. Determined to help, she learns all she 
can about NAGPRA, the federal law that allows tribes to request the return of ancestral 
remains and sacred items. The university has been using legal loopholes to hold onto 
Warrior Girl and twelve other Anishinaabe ancestors’ remains, and Perry and the Misfits 
won’t let it go on any longer.

Using all of their skills and resources, the Misfits realize a heist is the only way to bring back 
the stolen artifacts and remains for good. But there is more to this repatriation than meets 
the eye as more women disappear and Pauline’s perfectionism takes a turn for the worse. As 
secrets and mysteries unfurl, Perry and the Misfits must fight to find a way to make things 
right – for the ancestors and for their community.

Angeline Boulley
Agent: Faye Bender

Young Adult
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Foreign rights: 
Largely under option to 
Angeline Boulley’s current publishers



OUR CROOKED HEARTS

(June 2022, Flatiron Books)

The suburbs, right now . . .
Seventeen-year-old Ivy’s summer break kicks off with an accident, a punishment, and a 
mystery: a stranger whose appearance in the middle of the road, in the middle of the night, 
heralds a string of increasingly unsettling events. As the days pass, Ivy grapples with eerie 
offerings, corroded memories, and a secret she’s always known―that there's more to her 
mother than meets the eye.

The city, back then . . .
Dana has always been perceptive. And the summer she turns sixteen, with the help of her 
best friend and an ambitious older girl, her gifts bloom into a heady fling with the 
supernatural. As the trio’s aspirations darken, they find themselves speeding toward a 
violent breaking point.

Years after it began, Ivy and Dana's shared story will come down to a reckoning among a 
daughter, a mother, and the dark forces they never should’ve messed with.

Melissa Albert is the author of the New York Times bestselling Hazel Wood series and her 
work has been translated into more than twenty languages. She's from Illinois and lives in 
Brooklyn with her husband and son.

See next slide to read praise for
Our Crooked Hearts

Melissa Albert
Agent: Faye Bender

Young Adult

Foreign rights to: Urano (Spain); 
Rizzoli (Italy); 
Pocket Jeunesse (France); 
AST (Russia); 
Penguin UK (UK); 
Media Rodzina (Poland); 
Agave Konyvek (Hungary)
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“A riveting story that grips you like a spell until you’re too deep to emerge 
unscathed! Once again, Melissa Albert reveals the power of magic within a 
daughter’rs grasp and the love of imperfect mothers.”
―Angeline Boulley, author of #1 New York Times bestseller Firekeeper’s 
Daughter

“Melissa Albert’s signature storytelling is once again pure sorcery. This book has 
everything I love: girls with tremendous power at their fingertips, mothers with 
unforgivable secrets, horrors left on the doorstep, and best of all, writing that sings 
and stuns. To those with a crookedness inside you: You are about to be enthralled.”
―Nova Ren Suma, author of #1 New York Times bestseller The Walls 
Around Us

“Melissa Albert’s inimitable and gritty take on magic is beautifully woven in this 
poignant and striking story of mothers and daughters, power and balance, and love 
and betrayal. Our Crooked Hearts feels like a freshly spun secret; electric, 
dangerous―and impossible to keep to yourself.”
―Courtney Summers, New York Times bestselling author of Sadie and The 
Project

“Nobody writes like Melissa Albert. Her words are electric, sizzling; they crash 
through the bloodstream with the same force as the magic she conjures in her 
stories. Our Crooked Hearts is Albert at her very best; a sharp explosion of a book 
that’s taut, haunting, and potent as a witch’s brew.”
―Krystal Sutherland, New York Times bestselling author of House of 
Hollow

PRAISE FOR

OUR CROOKED HEARTS
Melissa Albert
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SEASPARROW
A Graceling Realm Novel

(November 2022, Dutton Books for Young Readers)

The highly anticipated next book in the New York Times bestselling, award-winning 
Graceling Realm series, which has sold over 2 million copies in the US alone

Hava is a solitary soul with the Grace of hiding—which serves her well on the sea journey 
home from Winterkeep, when she begins to suspect that a member of the crew is hiding a 
secret in the hold. But when calamity occurs at sea and survival is suddenly uncertain, Hava
is thrown face to face with her own secrets. Struggling through a barren northern 
wilderness, she must fight to protect those she loves while also, for the first time, 
considering what it means to live her life out in the open. Will Hava ever learn how not to 
hide?

Kristin Cashore grew up in northeast Pennsylvania and earned her master's degree from 
the Center for the Study of Children's Literature at Simmons College. She lives in the 
Boston area with her husband.

SELECTED PRAISE AND AWARDS FOR THE GRACELING REALM BOOKS:

New York Times and Publishers Weekly bestsellers (all)

YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults (all)

Best Book of the Year: New York Times, Washington Post, School Library Journal, Publishers 
Weekly, Kirkus, Booklist, Amazon, The Bulletin, B&N (all)

Kristin Cashore
Agent: Faye Bender

Young Adult

Foreign rights to: 

Carlsen (Germany) 

Gollancz (UK); 

Semic (Sweden)
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BORDERLESS

(May 2023, Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Simon & Schuster)

Heart-pounding and propulsive, intimate and deeply human, MAYA tells the story of 17 
year old aspiring fashion designer Maya who, with her mother, faces grave danger in their 
hometown in Guatemala and are forced to flee in the dead of night. With only each other to 
count on, they make it to the U.S./Mexico border where they are separated in an ICE 
detention center. In an unforgiving and unfamiliar world, Maya needs to find her way back 
to what and who she holds most dear.

Jennifer De Leon is author of the YA novel Don’t Ask Me Where I’m From (Simon & 
Schuster), which was a Finalist for International Latino Book Award, a finalist for 2020 
New England Book Award, and a Junior Library Guild selection, and the Juniper Award 
winning essay collection White Space: Essays on Culture, Race, & Writing (UMass Press). 

Jennifer De Leon
Agent: Faye Bender

Young Adult
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MESSY ROOTS: A GRAPHIC MEMOIR 
OF A WUHANESE-AMERICAN

A sparkling YA debut graphic novel about growing up (queer, artistic, rebellious) in 
Wuhan, China and West Texas, USA.

After spending her early years in Wuhan, China, riding water buffalos and devouring stinky 
tofu, Laura immigrates to Texas, where her hometown is as foreign as Mars—at least until 
2020, when COVID-19 makes Wuhan a household name.

In Messy Roots, Laura illustrates her coming-of-age as the girl who simply wants to make the 
basketball team, escape Chinese school, and figure out why girls make her heart flutter.

Insightful, original, and hilarious, toggling seamlessly between past and present, China and 
America, Gao’s debut is a tour de force of graphic storytelling.

Laura Gao is a comic artist and bread lover currently living in San Francisco. Laura’s art 
career began by doodling on Pokémon cards and has since blossomed to be featured on 
NPR, HuffPost, and, most notably, her parents’ fridge. She is a proud queer Asian 
American immigrant and strives to inspire others to live unapologetically loud. Laura’s 
pronouns are she/they. Say hello and send her bakery recommendations at 
www.lauragao.com.

Laura Gao
Agent: Brenda Bowen

Young Adult

Balzer + Bray/HarperCollins 15 March 2022

**Digital galleys available now**

Trim: 6 x 9
Extent: 272 pages
Full color throughout 
Pub: March 2022

An Indies Introduce title for Winter/Spring 2022
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An Indie Next Pick, March 2022!
NOMINEE, Harvey Award 

for Best YA/Children’s Graphic Novel of  2022

“Messy Roots is a laugh-out-loud, heartfelt and deeply engaging story 
of  their journey to find themself--as an American, as the daughter of  
Chinese immigrants, as a queer person and as a Wuhanese American 
in the middle of  a pandemic. Through hilarious inner dialogue, 
videogaming references and fun explainers, Gao effortlessly brings 
readers into their world.” -- Malaka Gharib, author of  I Was Their 
American Dream

“Messy Roots is funny, intimate, absorbing, and deeply moving. What 
a gift to have this peek into Laura Gao’s memories, in all their 
sweetness and complexity.” -- Becky Albertalli, New York Times
bestselling author of  Kate in Waiting

“Finding ourselves can be messy, but Laura Gao tells her story of  
self-discovery with honest and vulnerable beauty.” 
-- Mike Curato, Lambda Award-winning author of  Flamer

“Messy Roots surprised me in all the best ways. It’s a book that will 
stay with you for a long time to come.” -- Tillie Walden, author of  On a 
Sunbeam

PRAISE FOR

MESSY ROOTS: A GRAPHIC MEMOIR 
OF A WUHANESE-AMERICAN
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THROWBACK

Being a first-generation Asian American immigrant is hard. You know what’s harder? Being 
the daughter of one. Samantha Kang has never gotten along with her mother, Priscilla, and 
after a huge fight between them, Sam is desperate to move forward—but instead, finds 
herself thrown back. 
Way back.
To her shock, Sam finds herself back in high school…in the ‘90s…with a 17-year-old 
Priscilla and now this Gen Z girl must try to fit into an analog world. She’s got the fashion 
down, but everything else is baffling. What is “microfiche”? What’s with the casual racism 
and misogyny? And why does it feel like Priscilla is someone she could actually be…friends 
with?
Sam's blast to the past has her finding the right romance in the wrong time while 
questioning everything she thought she knew about her mom…and herself. A humorous, 
romantic, and heartfelt time-travel adventure that asks big questions about what exactly one 
inherits and loses in the immigrant experience, Throwback is Back to the Future meets Thirteen 
Going on Thirty with just a dash of The Joy Luck Club.

Maurene Goo is a critically-acclaimed and award-winning author of young adult novels, 
comics writer, and screenwriter based in Los Angeles. Her novels have been translated into 
twelve languages, received multiple starred reviews from Publishers Weekly, Kirkus, School 
Library Journal, and Booklist, been placed on many school, library, and state reading lists 
and has appeared on several “Best Book” lists, including NPR, Cosmo, The Boston Globe, 
The New York Public Library and The Los Angeles Public Library. Her novels I Believe in a 
Thing Called Love and Somewhere Only We Know are currently being developed into feature 
films by Netflix and she is currently writing a feature film for Sony Pictures Animation.

Maurene Goo
Agent: Faye Bender
(Zando, Spring 2023)

Young Adult

Film rights optioned to SISTER 

Foreign rights sales to: 
Companhia das Letras (Brazil); 
Milan (France)
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Young Adult
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Foreign rights sales to: 
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“I laughed, I sobbed, and now I want to 
hand this book to every person I know.” 
– MARIE LU,
#1 New York Times bestselling author of  
Skywalker
“The fresh, funny, yet profoundly 
thoughtful time travel story you didn’t 
know you needed—but trust me, you 
definitely do.” 
—VERONICA ROTH, 
New York Times bestselling author of  Divergent 
and Chosen Ones 
“One of  those rare books that manages 
to unearth deep truths with the lightest 
of  touches. A true pleasure to read.” 
—NICOLA YOON, 
#1 New York Times bestselling author of  
Instructions for Dancing 



I’M THE GIRL

(Wednesday Books, September 2022) 

In 2018, Electric Literature declared Courtney “a master of the bitch” and her books refuse to 
weigh the importance of a woman’s trauma by how likeably she moves through it. I’M THE 
GIRL is an emotionally charged, queer thriller about what it means to be the patriarchy’s 
dream and what true bodily and sexual autonomy for young women looks like, and if it can 
exist at all. It’s the story of Georgia Avis, who stumbles across the dead body of a thirteen-
year-old girl, and subsequently finds herself thrown into a world of unimaginable privilege 
and wealth, trying to navigate a power structure that can only fail her, and us, as she 
discovers that when money, power, and beauty rule, it might not be a matter of who is 
guilty—but who is guiltiest.

Courtney Summers’ YA novel SADIE was a New York Times bestseller and appeared on 
over 30 Best Books of the Year lists including The Boston Globe, Bustle, Buzzfeed, Globe and 
Mail, Good Morning America, NPR, Publishers Weekly, and more, and also won an Edgar 
Award.

Courtney Summers
Agent: Faye Bender

Young Adult
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“This is Courtney Summers doing what she does better than anybody ― revealing 
truths beneath the surface of  what we think we know. I’m the Girl captures the 
glittering allure of  beauty as power and the insatiable need of  the powerful to 
possess beautiful things.”
- Angeline Boulley, #1 New York Times bestselling and Printz Award-winning author 
of Firekeeper's Daughter

“Bold, brave and unflinchingly visceral, I'm The Girl exposes the raw twitchy nerve at 
the emotional epicenter of  girlhood with a message relevant for all ages: learning to 
understand the world in which we live doesn't mean caving to it. Summers is a 
singular voice, a feminist force, and a writer who plays by her own rules.”
- Chandler Baker, New York Times bestselling author of The Husbands

“Courtney Summers is a master of  the thriller. Rarely am I as riveted or breathless as 
when in the throes of  a Courtney Summers book. She's never let me down.”
- Nina LaCour, bestselling and Printz Award-winning author of We Are 
Okay, Someone to Watch Over Me, and Yerba Buena

“A lightning bolt of  a novel. Courtney Summers delivers a harrowing, hypnotic 
examination of  feminine power, and feminine vulnerability; with unparalleled wit 
and masterful pacing, she explores the deadly cost of  a young woman’s desire. I truly 
could not put this book down.”
- Danya Kukafka, bestselling author of Notes on an Execution and Girl in Snow

Young Adult
PRAISE FOR

I’M THE GIRL
Courtney Summers
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