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Sister Girl, Jackie Huggins 
Non-fiction/Essays | Brisbane, Australia

The pieces in this seminal collection represent almost four decades of writing by 
historian and activist Jackie Huggins. These essays, speeches and interviews 
combine both the public and the personal in a bold trajectory tracing one Murri 
woman’s journey towards self-discovery and human understanding. As a widely 
respected cultural educator and analyst, Huggins offers an Aboriginal view 
of the history, values and struggles of Indigenous people. Sister Girl reflects 
on many important and timely topics, including identity, activism, leadership 
and reconciliation. It challenges accepted notions of the appropriateness of 
mainstream feminism in Aboriginal society and of white historians writing 
Indigenous history. Jackie Huggins’ words, then and now, offer wisdom, urgency 
and hope.

Jackie Huggins is a Bidjara / Birri Gubba Juru woman who has worked as a 
historian and author for over four decades. She has spoken, written and worked in 
areas of reconciliation, history, the arts, environment, leadership, education, prison 
reform, domestic and family violence, health, housing, literacy, disability, human 
rights, women’s issues and other social justice initiatives. She is currently the 
Co-Chair of the Treaty Advancement Committee in Queensland.

JANUARY

JANUARY

Punch Me Up to the Gods, Brian Broome
Non-fiction/Memoir | Pittsburgh, USA

Punch Me Up to the Gods introduces a powerful new talent in Brian Broome, whose 
early years growing up in Ohio as a dark-skinned Black boy harbouring crushes on 
other boys propel forward this gorgeous, aching, and unforgettable debut.

Brian’s recounting of his experiences – in all their cringe-worthy, hilarious, and 
heartbreaking glory – reveal a perpetual outsider awkwardly squirming to find his 
way in. A no-nonsense mother and broken father play crucial roles in our misfit’s 
origin story. But it is Brian’s voice in the retelling that shows the true depth of 
vulnerability for young, queer Black boys that is often quietly near to bursting at the 
seams. 

Universally resonant and thought-provokingly specific, Punch Me Up to the Gods 
is playful, poignant, and wholly original. Broome’s writing brims with swagger and 
sensitivity, bringing an exquisite and fresh voice to ongoing cultural conversations 
about racism and homophobia.

Brian Broome, a poet and screenwriter, is K. Leroy Irvis Fellow and instructor in the 
Writing Program at the University of Pittsburgh. 
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FEBRUARY

The Keepers, Al Campbell
Fiction/Novel | Brisbane, Australia

The Keepers is an impressive semi-autobiographical debut novel about a mother 
struggling to protect her two disabled sons, one whose health is failing, and her 
battles with social services while she is increasingly haunted by her own childhood. 
Gothic in style, and suffused with elements of the supernatural and magical 
realism, The Keepers examines the damage done by parents who can’t love, and 
by a community that only claims to care.

Born in Brisbane, Al Campbell is a mother and full-time carer. She’s studied a bit, 
acted a bit, and one day sat down to write a book about issues – and people – that 
matter to her more than anything. The Keepers is a novel, though one deeply mined 
from her own experience of parental abuse, powerlessness, bureaucracy, disability 
and community indifference. Her first-ever publication was in Overland in 2020, 
followed by a story in Signs of Life – an anthology in early 2021.
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FEBRUARY

If You’re Happy, Fiona Robertson
Fiction/Short Stories | Brisbane, Australia

The stories in this impressive, thoughtful collection explore the human heart and its 
desire and capacity for joy.

A divorced woman discovers a growing sinkhole in her yard. A lonely man finds 
an abandoned toddler. A second wife in a fundamentalist community questions 
her religion. A young Australian veteran of the Afghanistan conflict is haunted by 
a memory from his last mission. Fiona Robertson’s stories traverse the globe to 
reveal people at moments of change or crisis, as they struggle to repair fractures in 
their lives and search for something close to happiness.

Fiona Robertson is a writer and doctor. Her short fiction has been published 
in literary magazines and anthologies in Australia and the UK, and has been 
shortlisted for international competitions. Her collection of stories, If You’re 
Happy, won the Glendower Award for an Emerging Queensland Writer at the 2020 
Queensland Literary Awards. Fiona lives in Brisbane with her husband and children.  



At the Altar of Touch, Gavin Yuan Gao 
Poetry | Brisbane, Australia

From the winner of the 2020 Arts Queensland Thomas Shapcott Poetry Prize, 
Gavin Yuan Gao, comes an exceptional poetry collection about identity and family, 
love and grief. The judges stated: ‘Richly allusive, balancing adventure and quiet, 
these poems hum to one another, loss and gain their part and counterpart. Their 
astounding images hurtle around the poems’ corners, or slip quietly between lines. 
Together, these poems weigh violence and tenderness, wound and cure, history 
and future in their scintillating and exhilarating collection.’

Born in Beijing, Gavin Yuan Gao is a genderqueer, bilingual immigrant poet who 
grew up in Beijing and Brisbane. They hold a BA (magna cum laude) in English 
Literature and Creative Writing from The University of Michigan—Ann Arbor. They 
live in Brisbane and read poetry for The Adroit Journal. 
At the Altar of Touch is their first book.

FEBRUARY
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Tiny Wonders, Sally Soweol Han
Children’s Picture Book | Sydney, Australia

Tiny Wonders is the debut from Sally Han, based on the traditional Korean concept 
that flowers hold language and meaning. 

April thinks if her town were a colour, it would be grey. Nobody stops to notice 
the little wonders anymore. But when she remembers her grandmother’s love for 
dandelions, the flower representing happiness, April summons back the magic of 
flowers and her town is transformed. A sweet story showing the joy that children 
and other tiny little wonders bring to the world. 

Sally Soweol Han is a Korean-Australian author-illustrator based in Sydney. She 
has been longlisted for the World Illustration Award. Tiny Wonders is her debut 
picture book. Sally describes her style as ‘painting her imagination’, drawing 
inspiration from Beatrice Alemagna and Baek Hee-na.

FEBRUARY



The Sorrow Stone, Kári Gíslason 
Fiction/Novel | Brisbane, Australia

After committing an audacious act of revenge for her brother’s murder, Disa flees 
with her son Sindri through the fjords of Iceland. She has already endured the 
death of her loved ones. Now she must run to save her son, and her honour. In a 
society where betrayals and revenge killings are rife, all Disa has is her pride and 
her courage. Will it be enough for her and her son to escape retribution? Dramatic 
and urgent in its telling, The Sorrow Stone celebrates one woman’s quest, against 
the dramatic backdrop of the Icelandic countryside. In this gripping novel, the 
co-author of the bestselling Saga Land takes a sidelined figure from the Viking 
tales and finally puts her where she belongs – at the centre of the story. 

Kári Gíslason is a memoirist, travel writer and creative writing teacher. He is 
currently Associate Professor of Creative Writing at QUT. His first book, The 
Promise of Iceland, (UQP, 2011) told the story of his secret Icelandic family history 
and his journey to know his father. His second book was the novel The Ashburner 
(UQP, 2015). He is also the co-author, with Richard Fidler, of the non-fiction book 
Saga Land. 

MARCH
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Triple Helix: My donor-conceived story,  
Lauren Burns 
Non-fiction/Memoir | Inverloch, Australia

At the age of twenty-one Lauren Burns discovers she wasn’t who she thought 
she was. Rocking the foundations of Lauren’s identity, her mother confides that 
she was donor conceived. Lauren goes on to drive legislation changes in Victoria 
that had no precedent anywhere in the world. She also grapples with the radical 
rewriting of her sense of identity from the surprise discovery that she is the 
biological granddaughter of Australian historian and writer Manning Clark. This is 
a topical and timely book about identity and the ethical challenges and legacies of 
assisted reproductive technology.

Lauren Burns was donor conceived at Prince Henry’s Hospital in Melbourne 
in 1983 and currently lives in Inverloch, Victoria. Her story was the subject of a 
two-part Australian Story ‘Searching for C11’, which won a 2014 Walkley Award. 
From 2016–19 she was a board member of the Victorian Assisted Reproductive 
Treatment Authority (VARTA). She splits her time working as an aerospace engineer, 
volunteering for various environmental NGOs and writing. 

MARCH



6

MARCH

What Snail Knows, Kathryn Apel
Children’s Junior Fiction | Queensland, Australia

What Snail Knows is an illustrated verse novel by Kathryn Apel following the story 
of Lucy and her dad as they move to yet another new town and find themselves 
engaging with their new community in life-changing ways. Covering a range 
of themes from social disparity and community to recycling and cane toad 
eradication, this is an appealing story for young readers with lots to offer classroom 
discussions.

Kathryn Apel is a born-and-bred farm girl who’s scared of cows. She lives among 
the gum trees, cattle and kangaroos on a Queensland grazing property. Her 
previous books include the rhyming picture book, The Bird in the Herd, and the 
verse novel, Bully on the Bus, which won the Australian Family Therapists’ Award 
for Children’s Literature. Her verse novel, Too Many Friends, was a Notable Book 
in the 2018 CBCA Book of the Year Awards – Younger Readers. A trained teacher, 
Kathryn shares her passion for words at schools and festivals around the globe.

Stone Sky Gold Mountain B-format, Mirandi Riwoe 
Fiction/Novel | Brisbane, Australia

It is 1877 and trouble is brewing on the Queensland gold fields.
Evoking the rich, unfolding tapestry of Australian life in the late nineteenth 
century, Stone Sky Gold Mountain is a heartbreaking and universal story about 
the exiled and displaced, about those who encounter discrimination yet yearn for 
acceptance.

Mirandi Riwoe is the author of the novella The Fish Girl, which won Seizure’s Viva 
la Novella V and was shortlisted for the Stella Prize and the Queensland Literary 
Award’s UQ Fiction Prize, and Stone Sky Gold Mountain, which won the 2020 
Queensland Literary Award – Fiction Book Award and the inaugural ARA Historical 
Novel prize and was shortlisted for the 2021 Stella Prize. Her work has appeared in 
Best Australian Stories, Meanjin, Review of Australian Fiction, Griffith Review and 
Best Summer Stories. Mirandi has a PhD in Creative Writing and Literary Studies 
and lives in Brisbane.

MARCH



Mammoth B-format, Chris Flynn
Fiction/Novel | Phillip Island, Australia

Narrated by a 13,000-year-old extinct mammoth, this is the (mostly) true story 
of how a collection of prehistoric creatures came to be on sale at a natural 
history auction in New York in 2007. By tracing how and when these fossils were 
unearthed, Mammoth leads us on a funny and fascinating journey from the 
Pleistocene epoch to nineteenth-century America and beyond, revealing how 
ideas about science and religion have shaped our world. With our planet on the 
brink of calamitous climate change, Mammoth scrutinises humanity’s role in the 
destruction of the natural world while also offering a message of hope.

Chris Flynn is the author of the bestselling novel Mammoth, as well as The Glass 
Kingdom and A Tiger in Eden, which was shortlisted for the Commonwealth Book 
Prize. His fiction and non-fiction have appeared in The Age, The Australian, Griffith 
Review, Meanjin, Australian Book Review, The Saturday Paper, Smith Journal, 
The Big Issue, McSweeney’s and many other publications. He has conducted 
interviews for The Paris Review and is a regular presenter at literary festivals across 
Australia. 

MARCH
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The Burnished Sun, Mirandi Riwoe 
Fiction/Short Stories | Brisbane, Australia

From 2020 QLA Fiction award-winning author of Stone Sky Gold Mountain, Mirandi 
Riwoe, comes a collection of her prize-winning stories. Over the years, Mirandi’s 
short fiction has won and been shortlisted for many awards, including her superb 
novella Annah the Javanese winning the Griffith Review Novella Award. In 2022, 
UQP will publish in book form Mirandi’s exceptional stories, showcasing the range 
and depth of her writing talents.

Mirandi Riwoe is the author of the novella The Fish Girl, which won Seizure’s Viva 
la Novella V and was shortlisted for the Stella Prize and the Queensland Literary 
Award’s UQ Fiction Prize, and Stone Sky Gold Mountain, which won the 2020 
Queensland Literary Award – Fiction Book Award and the inaugural ARA Historical 
Novel prize and was shortlisted for the 2021 Stella Prize. Her work has appeared in 
Best Australian Stories, Meanjin, Review of Australian Fiction, Griffith Review and 
Best Summer Stories. Mirandi has a PhD in Creative Writing and Literary Studies 
and lives in Brisbane.

APRIL
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APRIL

True Friends, Patti Miller
Non-fiction/Memoir | Sydney, Australia

Friendships are some of the most important relationships in our lives, often 
outlasting romantic relationships, career ups and downs, the arrival and departure 
of children, achievements and bereavements. In True Friends, Patti Miller recounts 
the joyful making, nurturing and then painful end of a long, close friendship. She 
also considers other important friendships in her life and the value of friendships 
generally. Evocative and intimate, this engaging book brings together the personal 
and the public and reminds us of the centrality of friendships in our society.

Patti Miller is an award-winning writer as well as tutor and mentor of other writers. 
She is the author of nine books of non-fiction, memoir and fiction as well as writing 
texts, including The Mind of a Thief and Ransacking Paris. She is the founder of 
Life Stories Workshop which offers non-fiction and fiction classes, focusing on 
autobiographical writing around Australia and internationally.

APRIL 

The Calling of Jackdaw Hollow, Kate Gordon
Children’s Middle-Grade Fiction | Hobart, Australia

The third and final story in the Direleafe Hall novels, following on from 
The Heartsong of Wonder Quinn and The Ballad of Melodie Rose.

Jackdaw Hollow is believed to be destined for greatness ever since he miraculously 
survived the freak storm that killed both his parents when he was a baby. He is 
taken in by the headmistress of Direleafe Hall, a school for girls, where he grows up 
in her loving care, but never truly feels as though he fits in. Can a wildling girl called 
Angeline help him find his calling?  

Kate Gordon  grew up in a bookish house by the sea in Tasmania. After studying 
performing arts and realising she was a terrible actor, Kate decided to become a 
librarian. She never stopped writing and, in 2009, she applied for and won a Varuna 
fellowship, which led to all sorts of lovely writer things happening.



MAY

Losing Face, George Haddad
Fiction/Novel | Sydney, Australia

From Lebanese-Australian writer George Haddad comes a thought-provoking 
novel about contemporary life in Western Sydney. Losing Face tells the story of 
an under-achieving young man, Joey, who is involved in the sexual assault of a 
young woman. The novel alternates between the perspectives of Joey and his 
grandmother, Elaine – a proud Lebanese immigrant. In the process of dealing with 
the fallout from the assault, Joey uncovers family secrets and past traumas that 
explains to him aspects of his own identity and upbringing, and gradually points to 
a way forward. 

George Haddad is a Sydney-based writer and artist whose debut book, Populate 
and Perish, was the 2016 Viva La Novella prizewinner. His short story ‘Kátharsis’ 
was awarded the 2018 Neilma Sidney prize. Haddad’s work can be read in 
Overland, The Lifted Brow, Seizure, Runway and Sydney Review of Books. Other 
works have been exhibited at Firstdraft, ReadingRoom, Kudos and Metro Arts. He 
is currently a doctoral candidate at the Writing and Society Centre, Western Sydney 
University.
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MAY

This All Come Back Now: An anthology of First 
Nations speculative fiction, Mykaela Saunders (ed.) 
Fiction/Short Stories | Coolangatta, Australia

The first-ever anthology of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander speculative fiction, 
written, edited and designed entirely by First Nations creators. The stories are First 
Nations stories before they are spec-fic ones; that is, they centre and celebrate 
communities, cultures and countries while using spec-fic tropes and techniques as 
literary devices. Authors include Alexis Wright, Sam Watson Snr, Ellen van Neerven, 
Samuel Wagan Watson, Evelyn Araluen and Adam Thompson.

Mykaela Saunders is a Koori writer, teacher, and community researcher. Of 
Dharug and Lebanese ancestry, she’s working-class and queer, and belongs to 
the Tweed Heads Aboriginal community. Mykaela began writing fiction and poetry 
in 2017, as part of her Doctor of Arts degree at the University of Sydney. In 2020 
she was the winner of the ABR Elizabeth Jolley Short Story Prize and the Oodgeroo 
Noonuccal Indigenous Poetry Prize, and shortlisted for the David Unaipon Award.
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MAY

MAY

The Jaguar, Sarah Holland-Batt
Poetry | Brisbane, Australia

Sarah Holland-Batt’s latest collection of lyric poetry courageously confronts the 
most difficult and intimate territory: the gradual loss of a father through cognitive 
decline, death and dying, and the end of love – as well as its stubborn endurance. 
Divided into four sections, these masterful poems are marked by Holland-Batt’s 
stubborn insistence on looking at even the most confronting subjects with an 
incisive and fiercely uncompromising eye. 

Associate Professor Sarah Holland-Batt is an award-winning poet, editor and 
critic, and a member of QUT’s Creative Writing faculty. Her first book, Aria (UQP, 
2008) was the recipient of a number of national literary awards, including the 
Thomas Shapcott Prize for Poetry, the Arts A.C.T. Judith Wright Poetry Prize and 
the F.A.W. Anne Elder Award, and was shortlisted in both the New South Wales and 
Queensland Premiers’ Literary Awards for Poetry. Her second book, The Hazards 
(UQP, 2015) won the 2016 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Poetry, and was 
shortlisted for the Kenneth Slessor Poetry Prize in the New South Wales Premier’s 
Literary Awards.

The Way of Dog, Zana Fraillon
Children’s Middle-Grade Fiction | Eltham, Australia

The Way of Dog is an upper middle-grade verse novel from renowned author 
Zana Fraillon, told from the perspective of a dog born into a puppy farm. Written in 
unique verse, the story follows his journey to find a home after a boy befriends him 
and helps him escape.

Zana Fraillon’s work has won multiple awards – both in Australia and the UK – 
including the Amnesty CILIP honour award, the ABIA Book of the Year for Older 
Readers, NSW Premier’s Award, CBCA Honour Book, the Readings Prize, and the 
IBBY award, and has been shortlisted for the CBCA Book of the Year Award, the 
Carnegie Award, the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, the Prime Minister’s Literary 
Award, the INKY awards, the Victorian Premier’s Literary Award, the Queensland 
Literary Awards and the UK Crime Fest Award.
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‘A tender, wise and forensic examination of our relationship  
with the natural world. And an elegy to its loss.’     

KRISTINA OLSSON

JUNE

Bone Memories, Sally Piper
Fiction/Novel | Brisbane, Australia

This third novel from acclaimed Queensland author Sally Piper focuses on the 
repercussions, within one family, of a terrible crime. Bone Memories explores 
themes of human connection and the memorialisation of place; the way trauma is 
felt in the body and in the earth; and the ripples and repercussions of violent acts 
on victims and survivors. It also explores those who disregard human connections 
to place and the damaging effect this has on those who do.

Sally Piper’s debut novel Grace’s Table (2014) was shortlisted for the Queensland 
Premier’s Literary Award – Emerging Queensland Author category and she was 
awarded a Varuna Publishing Fellowship for her manuscript. Her second novel 
The Geography of Friendship (2018) was shortlisted for the Australian Book 
Industry Awards – Small Publishers’ Adult Book of the Year category. She has had 
short fiction and non-fiction published in various online and print publications in 
Australia and the UK. Sally holds a Master of Arts (Research) in Creative Writing 
from Queensland University of Technology. 

The Strangers, Katherena Vermette
Fiction/Novel | Canada

A breathtaking companion to her bestselling debut The Break, Vermette’s The 
Strangers brings readers into the dynamic world of the Stranger family, the 
strength of their bond, the shared pain in their past, and the light that beckons 
from the horizon. This is a searing exploration of race, class, inherited trauma, and 
matrilineal bonds that—despite everything—refuse to be broken.

Katherena Vermette (she/her) is a Red River Métis (Michif) writer from Treaty 
1 territory, the heart of the Métis nation—Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Her first 
book, North End Love Songs, won the 2013 Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Poetry. Her first novel, The Break, was a national bestseller and won several 2017 
awards, including the Amazon First Novel Award, Margaret Laurence Award for 
Fiction, Carol Shields Winnipeg Book Award, and McNally Robinson Book of the 
Year. She lives with her family in a cranky old house within skipping distance of the 
temperamental Red River. The Strangers is her second novel.

JUNE



JULY

A Feather on a Wing, Maria Speyer
Children’s Picture Book | Sydney, Australia

‘Close your eyes now and remember you are part of everything.’
 
When a little girl feels lonely in the dark, her big sister takes her on a dreamy 
journey to imagine different ways they can be part of something bigger – as waves 
in the water, as raindrops in a shower or as feathers on a wing. 
 
Part adventure, part lullaby, this is a comforting bedtime story to remind children 
they are not alone in the world.   

Maria Speyer is a Danish-born artist, illustrator and author who lives with her 
husband and daughters in Sydney, where she draws, paints and writes in her studio 
at home. She has presented papers on imagistic thinking and the phenomenology 
of drawing and published and illustrated a number of Danish children’s books. 
A Feather on a Wing is her first book in English.

JUNE

The Consul, Ian Kemish
Non-fiction/Memoir/Foreign Affairs | Brisbane, Australia

The first five years of the twenty-first century saw global jihadism emerge as a core 
threat for western countries and their citizens abroad. For Australians overseas, it 
was the end of an age of innocence and challenged the traditional view Australians 
held – that they were welcome anywhere. During these pivotal years, Ian Kemish 
was the head of Australia’s Consular Services and was at the centre of coordinating 
our response to some of the most dramatic events of the new century, including 
the September 11 attacks, the Bali bombings and the Boxing Day Tsunami. In The 
Consul, he provides a unique eye-witness perspective on this dramatic period 
of recent Australian history and considers how it has influenced contemporary 
events.

Ian Kemish AM served as Australian High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea, 
Ambassador to Germany, international adviser to the Prime Minister, and Head 
of the Consular Service in a diplomatic career that spanned twenty-five years. He 
was awarded membership of the Order of Australia for his leadership of Australia’s 
response to the 2002 Bali bombings. Ian is now an adjunct Professor in history at 
The University of Queensland.
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Exactly As I Am, Rae White 
Poetry | Brisbane, Australia

Exactly As I Am is Rae White’s second poetry collection and explores Rae’s lived 
experience, using experimental poetic forms to consider how Australian non-binary 
transgender people are allocated or denied spaces in society (including socially, 
politically, physically, digitally and linguistically), and the way in which their bodies 
continue to take up space despite marginalisation and violence.

Rae White is a non-binary transgender poet, writer and zinester. Their poetry 
collection Milk Teeth won the 2017 Arts Queensland Thomas Shapcott Poetry Prize, 
was shortlisted for the 2019 Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards and commended 
in the 2018 Anne Elder Award. Rae’s short story ‘The Body Remembers’ placed 
second in the 2019 Rachel Funari Prize for Fiction. Their poem ‘The last tourist’ 
won Highest Queensland Entry in 2020 Val Vallis Award; ‘who, what, why, where’ 
was shortlisted for the 2020 Woollahra Digital Literary Awards; and ‘Hussshhh’ 
won Highest Queensland Entry in the 2019 XYZ Prize for Innovation in Spoken 
Word. Rae is the editor of enbylife.net, a journal for non-binary and gender diverse 
creatives.

JULY

JULY

Solomon Macaroni and the Cousin Catastrophe, 
Ashleigh Barton
Children’s Middle-Grade Fiction | Sydney, Australia

In this hilarious middle-grade debut, a polite and overcautious vampire is living in 
a world where magic has, inexplicably, all but disappeared. When he is forced to 
stay with his uncle, Dracula, and six cousins in Transylvania while his parents enjoy 
a one-hundred-year cruise, it soon becomes clear his stay there is going to be 
difficult. When Solomon’s wicked cousins disappear, it’s up to him to rescue them, 
but does he have the guts?

Ashleigh Barton worked in publishing where she was the Children’s Marketing 
and Publicity Manager. Highlights include a tour with British picture book author 
Lauren Child and developing the marketing and publicity campaign for Jessica 
Townsend’s Nevermoor. She has since turned her hand to writing books instead 
of promoting them, with two picture books published with HarperCollins. Solomon 
Macaroni and the Cousin Catastrophe is her first novel.

and the
Cousin Catastrophe

Cover not final.



Crows Nest, Nikki Mottram
Fiction/Novel  | Toowoomba, Australia

Crows Nest follows child protection worker Dana Gibson, who has relocated from 
Sydney to Toowoomba for work. Her first house call is to the small town of Crows 
Nest to assess the Kirby family after a report of family violence. Soon after, Sandra 
Kirby and her best friend are found dead in what is declared a murder–suicide 
by local police. But Dana is unconvinced, and her own investigations uncover a 
simmering pot of small-town secrets that cast doubt on the official verdict.

Nikki Mottram brings to her crime fiction a background of working in child 
protection. She has a psychology degree from The University of Queensland and 
has worked in London and Australia in positions protecting and promoting the 
welfare of children at risk of harm. She has been published in the Boroondara 
Literary Awards Anthology and shortlisted for the Fish International Short Story 
Prize and the Hal Porter Short Story Prize. In 2018, she was the recipient of a 
Katherine Susannah Pritchard fellowship. She grew up and resides in Toowoomba, 
and brings her understanding of insular rural communities, their customs and their 
secrets, to her work.

AUGUST

AUGUST
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The Whitewash, Siang Lu
Fiction/Novel | Brisbane, Australia

From the 2021 Glendower winner comes this stunningly original novel that takes 
on the whitewashing of the Hollywood film industry. Written as an oral history, The 
Whitewash features an array of characters who reveal how, late on in production, a 
leading Asian male star is replaced by a white actor on a major Hollywood movie.

Siang Lu has published literary reviews and short fiction in Southerly and Westerly. 
He has written for television with Malaysia’s Astro network. In 2021, Siang won 
the Glendower Award for an Emerging Queensland Writer, for his manuscript The 
Whitewash. He has previously been the winner of the Australian Society of Authors 
Mentorship Award. He lives with his wife and two children in Brisbane.



Common People B-format, Tony Birch
Fiction/Short stories | Melbourne, Australia

First time in B-format with a striking Jenna Lee cover for this brilliant short 
story collection.

Common People shines a light on human nature and how the ordinary kindness of 
strangers can have extraordinary results. With characteristic insight and restraint, 
Tony Birch reinforces his reputation as a master storyteller.

Tony Birch is the author of three novels: the bestselling The White Girl, winner 
of the 2020 NSW Premier’s Award for Indigenous Writing, and shortlisted for the 
2020 Miles Franklin Literary Award; Ghost River, winner of the 2016 Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Award for Indigenous Writing; and Blood, which was shortlisted 
for the Miles Franklin Literary Award in 2012. He is also the author of Shadowboxing 
and three short story collections, Father’s Day, The Promise and Common People. 
In 2017 he was awarded the Patrick White Literary Award. In 2021 Tony released 
two new books, a poetry collection, Whisper Songs, and a new short story 
collection, Dark as Last Night. Tony Birch is also an activist, historian and essayist.

AUGUST

AUGUST

The Hidden Kingdom of Fungi, Keith Seifert
Non-fiction/Popular Science | Canada

Fungi are essential to all life on Earth and yet their toxins lead to over 
one million deaths each year. How can we strike a better balance with our 
microbial cousins?

Mycologist Keith Seifert has always been on the frontlines of the most exciting 
research about fungi. In this lively and accessible book, he invites us to see this 
stunning world with our own eyes. He explains that yeasts, molds, and lichens are 
our nearest relatives, sharing parts of our DNA. He reveals how fungi live, unseen 
by most of us, in the air we breathe and the dust beneath our feet. Fans of Merlin 
Sheldrake’s Entangled Life will enjoy how Seifert opens up this microscopic world.

Keith Seifert spent more than forty years studying fungi on five continents. At 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, he did research on microscopic fungi from 
farms, forests, food, and the built environment, to reduce toxins and diseases 
affecting plants and animals. He was president of the International Mycological 
Association, an executive editor of Mycologia, and associate editor of several other 
scientific journals. He lives near Ottawa, Canada.

15

Cover not final.
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How to be Prime Minister and Survive Grade Five,
Carla Fitzgerald
Children’s Middle-Grade Fiction | Sydney, Australia

When Harper’s dad accidentally became Australia’s Prime Minister, their lives got 
turned upside-down. Who knew rescuing two kids and a labradoodle on his boogie 
board would have lead to this? Soon the pressure of the top job becomes too much 
for Dad and he disappears to a ‘conference’ with a swim-up bar. Can Harper cover 
for him before they become the laughing stock of the nation? 

An empowering story that proves kids probably could do a better job of running the 
country.

Carla Fitzgerald is an emerging author from Sydney with honours degrees in Arts 
(English Literature) and Law. Before she discovered the joys of making stuff up, she 
worked as a Judge’s Associate at the Australian Human Rights Commission.

AUGUST

AUGUST

Egg, Clare Atkins with illustrations by Harrison Vial
Children’s Picture Book | Sydney, Australia

A thought-provoking picture book debut addressing important themes of climate 
refugees and rising sea levels. A misshapen egg washes ashore on a scrubby, arid 
island inhabited by a diverse range of talking eggs, most of whom have ‘set’ long 
ago. What will they do with this unknown arrival? This is an original and timely story 
for young readers about environment, the power of kindness, and what it means to 
have a home. 

Clare Atkins is a Sydney-based author, scriptwriter, script editor and producer. 
She’s written for many successful Australian television dramas, and has also 
worked in community development and education. Clare’s first novel, Nona & Me, 
was written while she lived in the remote Aboriginal community of Yirrkala in the 
Northern Territory. Her second novel, Between Us, won the CBCA Book of the Year 
for Older Readers.

Cover not final.

Cover not final.



SEPTEMBER

Plains of Promise (25th anniversary edition), 
Alexis Wright
Fiction/Novel

A celebratory, rejacketed 25th anniversary edition of Miles Franklin award-
winner Alexis Wright’s first novel.
Black and white cultures collide in a thousand ways as Aboriginal spirituality 
clashes with the complex brutality of colonisation at St Dominic’s mission. With her 
political awareness raised by work with the city-based Aboriginal Coalition, Mary 
visits the old mission in the northern Gulf country, the place of her mother’s and 
grand-mother’s suffering. Mary’s return re-ignites community anxieties, and the 
Council of Elders again turn to their spirit world.

Alexis Wright is a member of the Waanyi nation of the southern highlands of the 
Gulf of Carpentaria. The author of the novels Plains of Promise, Carpentaria and 
The Swan Book, Wright has published three works of non-fiction: Take Power, an 
oral history of the Central Land Council; Grog War, a study of alcohol abuse in the 
Northern Territory; and Tracker, an award-winning collective memoir of Aboriginal 
leader, Tracker Tilmouth. Her books have been published widely overseas, 
including in China, the US, the UK, Italy, France and Poland. She holds the position 
of Boisbouvier Chair in Australian Literature at the University of Melbourne. Wright 
is the only author to win both the Miles Franklin Award (for Carpentaria) and the 
Stella Prize (for Tracker).

17

Here Be Leviathans, Chris Flynn
Fiction/Short Stories | Phillip Island, Australia

From the author of the 2020 bestseller Mammoth comes another imaginative and 
inventive work. Here Be Leviathans is a collection of short stories told in a diverse 
range of non-human voices. The narrators include: a grizzly bear on the run after 
eating a teenager; an alien abductee and notorious graffiti artist on the run in Las 
Vegas; a hotel room participating in the conception of a child; a platypus colony 
putting on a contemporary art show; and an airline seat lamenting its last useful 
day. The central theme running through all of these stories is one of displacement. 

Chris Flynn is the author of the bestselling novel Mammoth, as well as The Glass 
Kingdom and A Tiger in Eden, which was shortlisted for the Commonwealth Book 
Prize. His fiction and non-fiction have appeared in The Age, The Australian, Griffith 
Review, Meanjin, Australian Book Review, The Saturday Paper, Smith Journal, 
The Big Issue, McSweeney’s and many other publications. He has conducted 
interviews for The Paris Review and is a regular presenter at literary festivals across 
Australia. 

SEPTEMBER
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Desi Girl Dreaming, Sarah Malik
Non-fiction/Memoir | Sydney, Australia

As a Pakistani-Australian teenager growing up in Western Sydney with bookish 
dreams, Sarah Malik came of age in the shadow of September 11. In this engaging 
and necessary collection of memoir essays, Malik explores race, identity, faith and 
feminism as a first-generation Muslim Australian. She writes of the tensions of 
moving between worlds, wrestling with a conservative religious tradition and family 
she loves and yet also feels stifled by, while navigating the emotional and psychic 
scars of growing up in the age of the ‘War on Terror’. 

Desi Girl Dreaming explores the possibilities and power of writing from the margins 
and fighting to make a place for yourself in the world.

Sarah Malik is a Walkley-award-winning Australian investigative journalist and 
television presenter. She currently works as a presenter and writer for SBS Voices.  
Her work focuses on asylum, surveillance, technology and its intersection with 
gender and race – most notably examining domestic violence, gender inequality 
and migration.

SEPTEMBER

blackbirds don’t mate with starlings, Janaka 
Malwatta 
Poetry | Brisbane, Australia

Winner of the 2021 Thomas Shapcott Poetry Prize.

This is a work of activism, fury and hope. Its urgent and purposeful poems 
contribute to the dismantling of racism, raging against its machinery. They are 
polyvocal, vivid and bracing, combining performance poetry with poetries of 
witness and memory to recount personal experiences of racism in Britain and 
Australia, along with historical injustices such as the plight of Kanaka slave-
labourers in Queensland and the treatment of black men in the sport of boxing.

Janaka Malwatta was born in Kandy, the hill capital of Sri Lanka, grew up in 
London, and moved to Brisbane in 2010. He writes about his experiences as an 
immigrant in two continents. He also writes narrative poetry, often exploring Sri 
Lankan stories. He has performed poetry in Brisbane, including at the Queensland 
Poetry Festival. He has been published in Cordite Poetry Review, Rabbit Poetry and 
in Peril Magazine. He was the Sri Lankan voice on the ESPNCricinfo.com blog The 
Cordon. He is one half of the poetry and tabla collective Dubla.

SEPTEMBER
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Where You Left Us, Rhiannon Wilde
Young Adult Fiction | Brisbane, Australia

This is the second novel from the Glendower Award winner of Henry Hamlet’s Heart 
(UQP, 2021), Rhiannon Wilde. It’s the story of two sisters trying to piece their family 
back together while navigating their own complex sibling relationship, set in an old 
house atop a moody beachside cliff.

Rhiannon Wilde has been telling stories for as long as she can remember – inside 
her head, as well as through working as a journalist, terrible barista, and high 
school English teacher in Brisbane’s inner north. Rhiannon’s particular interests are 
caffeine, characters both real and imaginary, and the power of well-strung words 
to challenge and change us. Henry Hamlet’s Heart is her first novel, and won the 
Queensland Literary Awards for an Emerging Queensland Writer.

SEPTEMBER

D E S I G N

1

The Wintrish Girl, Melanie La’Brooy
Children’s Middle-Grade Fiction | Dubai, United Arab Emirates

In this absorbing novel about not quite belonging, eleven-year-old Zella, a servant, 
is imprisoned in a palace and forced to attend to the spoiled Princess Seraphine. 
When disaster strikes, she is called to action. Along with Juniper, an Arylian 
girl with bookish intelligence, and Arthur, a brave but bumbling boy from the 
neighbouring province of Candlemage, Zella sets out to save Princess Seraphine, 
restore the kingdom, and (hopefully) clear her name. 

Melanie La’Brooy is an Australian author who has previously written five novels 
for adults, which were published in Australia by Penguin and internationally. For 
several years, Melanie regularly contributed political columns to the Melbourne 
newspaper, The Age, and did book reviews on ABC radio in Melbourne. She 
currently lives in Dubai, in the UAE, where she wrote this story for her three 
children, who, like Zella, aren’t quite sure where they fit into the world sometimes 
either.

SEPTEMBER

Cover not final.



After Story B-format, Larissa Behrendt
Fiction/Novel | Sydney, Australia

UQP’s bestselling 2021 title is being rejacketed in a new format to maximise 
sales for Christmas/summer reading.

When Indigenous lawyer Jasmine decides to take her mother, Della, on a 
tour of England’s most revered literary sites, Jasmine hopes it will bring them 
closer together and help them reconcile the past. Twenty-five years earlier the 
disappearance of Jasmine’s older sister devastated their tight-knit community. 
This tragedy returns to haunt Jasmine and Della when another child mysteriously 
goes missing on Hampstead Heath. Ambitious and engrossing, After Story 
celebrates the extraordinary power of words and the quiet spaces between. We can 
be ready to listen, but are we ready to hear?

Larissa Behrendt is the author of three novels. She has published numerous books 
on Indigenous legal issues and was awarded the 2009 NAIDOC Person of the Year 
award and 2011 NSW Australian of the Year. Larissa wrote and directed the feature 
films, After the Apology and Innocence Betrayed and has written and produced 
several short films. She is the host of Speaking Out on ABC radio and is Distinguished 
Professor at the Jumbunna Institute at the University of Technology Sydney.

OCTOBER

OCTOBER

Saving the Reef, Rohan Lloyd
Non-fiction | Brisbane, Australia

Like no book before it, Saving the Reef charts a human history of Australia’s 
most prized yet vulnerable environment.

Saving the Reef is a compelling social history revisiting the key campaigns to save 
the Reef in recent decades. Drawing on exhaustive and original research, for the 
first time Rohan Lloyd considers the politics, the science and the development 
that have defined the Reef’s recent history, alongside the activism and the 
environmental movements that have sought to save it. Interwoven between the 
historical narrative are five interlude essays that discuss the more potent elements 
of modern Reef politics and give the book an important contemporary urgency.

Rohan Lloyd is a historian who specialises in North Queensland and Australian 
environmental history. He is an adjunct lecturer at James Cook University and is 
Head of English at a Townsville secondary school. Rohan has published histories 
on the Great Barrier Reef, North Queensland, and Australian environmentalism. 
These publications include peer-reviewed articles and chapters as well as 
publications for a general reader. Saving the Reef is his first book.
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The Jammer, Nova Weetman
Children’s Middle-Grade Fiction | Melbourne, Australia

The Jammer is the story of Fred, a twelve-year-old girl who has come to Melbourne 
from Brisbane with her dad to scatter her mum’s ashes. Her mum was a roller-
derby champion and taught Fred to play. Fred was the jammer with the Brisbane 
Rangers but when she left Brisbane, she dropped her top in the river and quit 
derby forever. This is a much-anticipated new novel for middle-grade readers from 
celebrated children’s author Nova Weetman.

Nova Weetman lives in Melbourne with her family. She has written for TV and is 
the author of many middle grade and young adult novels. The Secrets We Keep 
was shortlisted for the Readings Children’s Book Prize, the Speech Pathology Book 
of the Year Awards and the ABIA Awards. The sequel, The Secrets We Share, was a 
CBCA Notable Book. Nova’s bestselling middle grade novel, Sick Bay, was a CBCA 
Notable Book and shortlisted for the ABIA Awards.

OCTOBER

The Bodyline Fix: How Women Saved Cricket, 
Marion Stell
Non-fiction | Toowoomba, Australia

An absorbing social history of a famous era in Australian women’s cricket.

In the year following the notorious Bodyline cricket series in 1933, two teams 
of elite women players from Australia and England met in the first cricket Tests 
between the two countries. Several decades ago, Marion Stell interviewed all of 
these women and recorded their stories. Drawing on these rare interviews, The 
Bodyline Fix shines a light on this unknown and remarkable group of women who 
helped restore sporting relations between Australia and England. It considers 
important issues of gender, race and class in the era and offers fascinating insights 
into the early years of women’s cricket that have led to the international success of 
today.

Marion Stell is one of Australia’s leading scholars writing on the social and 
cultural aspects of women’s sport. She is the author of half a dozen popular books 
including the classic and groundbreaking Half the Race: A History of Australian 
Women in Sport. Dr Stell is currently an Honorary Senior Research Fellow in 
the School of Human Movement and Nutrition Sciences at The University of 
Queensland.  

OCTOBER

Internal photograph from 
The Bodyline Fix.



22

Breaking the Sheep’s Back, Charles Massy
Non-fiction | NSW, Australia

A new and updated edition of Massy’s highly regarded history of the wool 
industry. To be republished with a companion jacket to his bestselling Call 
of the Reed Warbler in time for the Christmas market.

Breaking the Sheep’s Back is the untold story of Australia’s biggest business 
disaster. It involves government complicity, and it is a political scandal that 
reaches into the offices of Cabinet ministers and prime ministers across six federal 
governments. 

Charles Massy gained a Bachelor of Science (Zoology, Human Ecology) at ANU 
(1976), before going farming for 35 years, developing the prominent Merino 
sheep stud ‘Severn Park’. Concern at ongoing land degradation and humanity’s 
sustainability challenge led him to return to ANU in 2009 to undertake a PhD in 
Human Ecology. Charles was awarded an Order of Australia Medal for his service 
as Chair and Director of a number of research organisations and statutory wool 
boards. Charles has authored several books on the Australian sheep industry, the 
most recent being the widely acclaimed Breaking the Sheep’s Back (UQP, 2011). His 
latest book, Call of the Reed Warbler, won Scholarly Non-Fiction Book of the Year at 
the 2019 Educational Publishing Awards.

Choosing Compassion, James Kirby
Non-fiction/Popular Science | Brisbane, Australia

Clinical psychologist James Kirby explores the science and practice of compassion 
in this highly relevant and compelling book, using case studies and research from 
his own practice. In a pandemic world, where everyone is trying to find optimism 
and hope, Choosing Compassion will be an authoritative but accessible roadmap.

James Kirby is a Senior Lecturer and Clinical Psychologist at The University of 
Queensland. He holds a Visiting Fellowship at the Center for Compassion and 
Altruism Research and Education at Stanford University and is a practising clinical 
pscyhologist. Choosing Compassion is his first book.

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER
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Tell me Again, Amy Thunig
Non-fiction | Central Coast of NSW, Australia

This collection of personal essays reflects upon Amy’s journey through childhood 
and adolescence, growing up at the fraught intersection of endemic poverty and 
intergenerational trauma, in a family with parents struggling with heroin addiction 
and incarceration, and how this was interwoven with love, joy and the support of 
her wider community. In Tell Me Again, she explores how the cohesive power of 
extended family and community, and warmth and happiness, can and do co-exist 
in spaces which are so often dehumanised and erased; how life can still feel rich 
and have beauty, even when things are, in many ways, terrible. Tell Me Again 
reveals the value of extended family networks and community when you’re the child 
of two people struggling with heroin addiction. It’s a book where the complexity of 
addiction isn’t the focus, but it also isn’t minimised and those who experience it are 
not dehumanised or devalued. 

Amy Thunig is an Associate Lecturer in the Department of Educational Studies 
at Macquarie University, where she has just completed a PhD in education with a 
focus on Sovereign/Indigenous women in academia. A Gomeroi woman, Amy is a 
freelance media writer and panelist, writing for publications such as The Guardian, 
Junkee, and IndigenousX, and regularly appearing on programs such as ABC’s The 
Drum to discuss education, politics and Indigenous-specific matters.

NOVEMBER

A Tiny Light, Alison Lester
Children’s Picture Book | Melbourne, Australia

A Tiny Light is a charming and soon-to-be classic bedtime story from bestselling 
Australian children’s book creator, Alison Lester.

In a career spanning decades, Alison Lester has written many books, and won 
numerous prestigious awards, including the Children’s Book Council of Australia 
(CBCA). Her picture books include Magic Beach, The Very Noisy Baby, Running 
with the Horses, and My Dog Bigsy – to name just a few.  Alison became Australia’s 
first Children’s Book Laureate in 2012, a position shared with Boori Monty Pryor and 
was awarded the Dromkeen Medal for her outstanding achievement in the creation 
of Australian children’s and young adult literature. In 2018, she became the first 
children’s book writer to win the Melbourne Prize for Literature, for her contribution 
to Australian literature and cultural and intellectual life.

NOVEMBER
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Good Morning, Mr Sarra, Chris Sarra
Non-fiction/Memoir | Brisbane, Australia

An updated 10th anniversary edition of a classic First Nations memoir.

Chris Sarra is best-known nationally as the school principal who turned around the 
toxic culture and poor attendance rates at Cherbourg State School in Queensland.
Good Morning, Mr Sarra is the story of the ordinary, yet extraordinary, life behind 
this vision. From his childhood as one of ten children in a country town, to the 
galvanising of his educational philosophy at university, to its support at a national 
level. With his Stronger Smarter Institute, Chris Sarra is pursuing and achieving 
improved outcomes in literacy, numeracy and attendance for Indigenous children 
across the country. By providing leadership and education to a new generation of 
Aboriginal students, he is offering them the means to determine their own futures.

Dr Chris Sarra is a proud Gurang Gurang / Taribelang man. Born in Bundaberg, 
Queensland, he was the youngest of 10 children to an Italian father and an 
Aboriginal mother. He was formerly the principal of Cherbourg State School, 
where his revolutionary ‘strong and smart’ philosophy was the subject of an 
ABC Australian Story episode. He has had an extensive career in education, is 
a former Queenslander of the Year and founded the Stronger Smarter Institute. 
He is currently Director-General, Department of Seniors, Disability Services and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships for the Queensland Government. 

DECEMBER


