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The Book Group
Backlist
Picture Books

Featured Author

PETER SÍS
Peter Sís, winner of the Hans Christian Andersen
Medal and a MacArthur “Genius” Grant, is an
internationally acclaimed and awarded illustrator,
author, and filmmaker. He was born in Brno,
Czechoslovakia, and attended the Academy of Applied
Arts in Prague and the Royal College of Art in London.
In the 1980s, Sís moved to New York City and has
since written and illustrated over 25 books, produced
work for Nickelodeon and Sesame Street, and has had
his art shown in exhibitions around the world. He now
makes his home in the United States.
Selected Awards include:
• Seven-time winner of the NYTimes Book Review
Best Illustrated book of the year
• The first children’s author to win the MacArthur
Foundation Genius Award
• Three Caldecott Honors: in 1996 for Starry
Messenger; in 1998 for Tibet Through the Red
Box; and in 2007 for The Wall: Growing Up

Behind the Iron Curtain
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•
•
•

The Hans Christian Andersen Medal
The Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis
Winner of Society of Illustrators Gold Medal twice

Picture Book

NICKY & VERA

A Quiet Hero of the Holocaust and the Children He Rescued

Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Norton Children’s Books, January 2021, World English)
This exquisitely illustrated picture book explores the story of Sir Nicholas George
Winton, who oversaw the evacuation of more than 600 Jewish children from Prague to
the U.K. on the eve of World War II.
Told through the eyes of one child, Vera, this meticulously researched, stunning picture
book tells the true story of Nicholas Winton (1909-2015), a British diplomat who lived
and worked in Prague in the years preceding World War II. Winton recognized that
Jewish children were under threat by the encroaching Nazi regime and decided to do
what he could to prevent it. He falsified papers, organized train tickets, and transported
over six hundred Jewish children to safety in the UK. Winton never took any credit for
this extraordinary rescue. His story was little-known until a few years ago, when
remaining survivors – including Vera – uncovered the identity of their rescuer, and were
finally able to thank him. Winton was honored with a knighthood by the Queen in 2003.

**Art and text available now**
Trim: 24cm x 30.5cm
Extent: 64 pages.
Full color throughout
Published: January 2021
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Peter Sís has been awarded the Hans Christian Andersen Medal, three Caldecott Honors,
the Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis, and scores of other awards and honors. His art has
been shown in solo exhibitions around the globe. Other titles by Peter Sís include Starry
Messenger, Tibet Through the Red Box, The Three Golden Keys, Robinson, The Pilot
and the Little Prince, and many more. Born in Czechoslovakia before the fall of the iron
curtain, Sís now makes his home in the United States.
Rights sold: Czech (Labyrint), Italy (Mondadori), Chinese Complex (Grimm), Chinese
Simplified (Shanghai 99), German (Gerstenberg(, Italian (Rizzoli), Korean (Sigongsa)

Picture Book
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Picture Book
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Picture Book
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Picture Book

ROBINSON
Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Scholastic Press 2017, World English)

A boy who loves adventure. A mysterious ocean journey. A remote island wilderness.
Discover what surprises await in this beautiful dreamlike exploration of courage and
loneliness, independence and friendship.
Lush, transporting paintings float from reality to fantasy and back again as Peter Sís
blends a true story from his childhood with the fictional adventure of Robinson Crusoe
to create a moving, magical picture book that readers will want to return to again and
again.
Praise for Robinson:
“Intimate...arresting...evocative.” -- The New York Times Book Review
“An enchanting love letter to the magic of childhood and the fertile relationship
between good literature and young readers' imaginations.” -- Kirkus Reviews, starred
**Art and text available now**

“Lovingly underscores the way books allow readers to see themselves in what they
read, and to find adventure and solace there.” -- Publishers Weekly, starred

Trim: 10 inches x 12 inches
Extent: 48 pages
Full Color Throughout

“Sís's ability to represent and resolve the theater unfolding in children's minds is
unparalleled. A brilliant adventure.” -- School Library Journal, starred

Rights sold: UK, Chinese (complex), Chinese (simplified), Dutch, French, Italian,
Japanese, Korean, Romanian, Spanish, German
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Picture Book

THE PILOT AND THE LITTLE PRINCE
Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux 2014, World English)
Peter Sís's remarkable biography The Pilot and the Little Prince celebrates the
author of The Little Prince, one of the most beloved books in the world.
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry was born in France in 1900, when airplanes were just being
invented. Antoine dreamed of flying and grew up to be a pilot―and that was when his
adventures began. He found a job delivering mail by plane, which had never been done
before. He and his fellow pilots traveled to faraway places and discovered new ways of
getting from one place to the next. Antoine flew over mountains and deserts. He battled
winds and storms. He tried to break aviation records, and sometimes he even crashed.
From his plane, Antoine looked down on the earth and was inspired to write about his
life and his pilot-hero friends in memoirs and in fiction.
“Sís’ works are less picture books than little miracles of design.” – SLJ, starred

**Art and text available now**
Trim: 10 inches x 12 inches
Extent: 48 pages
Full Color Throughout
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Rights sold: Portuguese, UK, Czech, Greek, Slovak, Turkish

Picture Book

ICE CREAM SUMMER
Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Scholastic Press, 2015, World English)
“Sís delivers an encomium to summer, to the power of learning, and to that beloved,
creamy-cold treat.” --Kirkus, starred review
Savor summer anytime with this breezy, sweet and irresistible picture book from
Hans Christian Anderson Award winner and three-time Caldecott Honoree Peter
Sís!
Dear Grandpa,
Summer is going well. I am very busy. But don't worry, I am not forgetting about school!
I read every day. I practice my math facts. And I am even studying world history!

**Art and text available now**
Trim: 8 in x 10 in
Extent: 40 pages
Full Color Throughout
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Peter Sís's delicious tongue-in-cheek vision of summer dishes up the whole scoop on
everyone's favorite frozen treat, and proves that ice cream is every bit as enriching for the
mind as it is for the taste buds. Readers everywhere will be begging for seconds and
thirds!
Rights sold: Portuguese, Chinese complex, French, German, Japanese, Spanish

Picture Book

THE CONFERENCE OF THE BIRDS
Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Penguin Press 2011, World English)
An award-winning author and illustrator offers a beautiful and uplifting adaptation of
the beloved Sufi poem
Celebrated children’s book creator Peter Sis presents his first book for adults with The
Conference of the Birds—a lyrical and richly illustrated story of love, faith, and the
beauty of the human journey. Sis’s deeply felt version of the classic twelfth-century
Persian epic poem tells the story of a flock of birds in search of the true king, Simorgh,
who lives on the mountain of Kaf. Drawn from all species, the flock travels through the
seven valleys: quest, love, understanding, detachment, unity, amazement, and death. The
birds that endure reach the mountain to learn a profound lesson: that Simorgh the king is,
in fact, each of them and all of them.

Rights sold: Portuguese, Bulgarian, Chinese (complex), Chinese (simplified), UK,
Czech, French, Iranian, Slovenian, Turkish

**Art and text available now**
Trim: 7 x 10 inches
Extent: 160 pages
Full Color Throughout
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Picture Book

THE WALL

GROWING UP BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN

Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux 2007, World English)
A CALDECOTT HONOR BOOK

"I was born at the beginning of it all, on the Red side―the Communist side―of the
Iron Curtain."
A NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER. Through annotated illustrations, journals, maps,
and dreamscapes, Peter Sís shows what life was like for a child who loved to draw,
proudly wore the red scarf of a Young Pioneer, stood guard at the giant statue of Stalin,
and believed whatever he was told to believe. But adolescence brought questions. Cracks
began to appear in the Iron Curtain, and news from the West slowly filtered into the
country. Sís learned about beat poetry, rock 'n' roll, blue jeans, and Coca-Cola. He let his
hair grow long, secretly read banned books, and joined a rock band. Then came the
Prague Spring of 1968, and for a teenager who wanted to see the world and meet the
Beatles, this was a magical time. It was short-lived, however, brought to a sudden and
brutal end by the Soviet-led invasion. But this brief flowering had provided a glimpse of
new possibilities―creativity could be discouraged but not easily killed.

**Art and text available now**

By joining memory and history, Sís takes us on his extraordinary journey: from infant
with paintbrush in hand to young man borne aloft by the wings of his art. This title has
Common Core connections.

Trim: 9 inches x 12 inches
Extent: 64 pages
Full Color Throughout

The Wall is a 2007 New York Times Book Review Best Illustrated Book of the Year, a
2008 Caldecott Honor Book, winner of the 2008 Boston Globe - Horn Book .
Rights sold: Portuguese, French, Japanese, Korean, Ukrainian
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Picture Book

THE TREE OF LIFE

A Book Depicting the Life of Charles Darwin -- Naturalist, Geologist &
Thinker

Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux 2003, World English)
In this brilliant presentation of a revolutionary thinker's life, the picture book
becomes an art form
As far as I can judge, I am not apt to follow blindly the lead of other men . . .
Charles Darwin was, above all else, an independent thinker who continues even now to influence
the way we look at the natural world. His endless curiosity and passion for detail resulted in a
wealth of notebooks, diaries, correspondence, and published writings that Peter Sís transforms
into a visual treasure trove. A multilayered journey through Darwin's world, The Tree of Life
begins with his childhood and traces the arc of his life through university and career, following
him around the globe on the voyage of the Beagle, and home to a quiet but momentous life
devoted to science and family. Sís uses his own singular vision to create a gloriously detailed
panorama of a genius's trajectory through investigating and understanding the mysteries of nature.
In pictures executed in fine pen and ink and lush watercolors – cameo portraits, illustrated pages
of diary, cutaway views of the Beagle, as well as charts, maps, and a gatefold spread – Peter Sís
has shaped a wondrous introduction to Charles Darwin. This title has Common Core connections.
The Tree of Life is a 2003 New York Times Book Review Best Illustrated Book of the Year and
Notable Children's Book of the Year, and a 2004 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.

**Art and text available now**
Rights sold: Chinese, French, Japanese, Korean, Spanish
Trim: 9 x 12 inches
Extent: 48 pages
Full Color Throughout
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Needs corrections

Picture Book

MADLENKA
MADLENKA’S DOG
MADLENKA SOCCER STAR
Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Greenwillow Books/HarperCollins, 2000)
MADLENKA: Peeking out through a die-cut window on the jacket, Madlenka invites the
reader to enter her world. And what a world it is! On the surface, it looks like an ordinary
city block, but as we meet Madlenka's neighbors -- the French baker, the Indian news
vendor, the Italian ice-cream man, the Latin American grocer, a retired opera singer from
Germany, an African American school friend, and the Asian shopkeeper -- and look
through die-cut windows to the images and memories they have carried from old country
to new, we can see that Madlenka's block is as richly varied as its inhabitants. And why
is Madlenka going around the block, jumping for joy? Her tooth is loose, and she wants
everyone to know!
MADLENKA SOCCER STAR and MADLENKA’S DOG continue Madlenka’s
adventures.

**Art and text available now**
Trim: 7 x 10 inches
Extent: 32 pages
Full Color Throughout
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Rights sold: Chinese complex, French, Korea, Spanish, Japan

Picture Book

TIBET

THROUGH THE RED BOX

Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Farrar, Straus, Giroux 1998, World English)
A CALDECOTT HONOR BOOK
A father's diary, an artist's memoir.
In New York, Peter Sis receives a letter from his father. "The Red Box is now yours," it
says. The brief note worries him and pulls him back to Prague, where the contents of the
red box explain the mystery of his father's long absence during the 1950s.
Czechoslovakia was behind the iron curtain; Vladimir Sis, a documentary filmmaker of
considerable talent, was drafted into the army and sent to China to teach filmmaking. He
left his wife, daughter, and young son, Peter, thinking he would be home for Christmas.

**Art and text available now**
Trim: 11 x 11 inches
Extent: 64 pages
Full Color Throughout

Two Christmases would pass before he was heard from again: Vladimir Sis was lost in
Tibet. He met with the Dalai Lama; he witnessed China's invasion of Tibet. When he
returned to Prague, he dared not talk to his friends about all he had seen and experienced.
But over and over again he told Peter about his Tibetan adventures. Weaving their two
stories together - that of the father lost in Tibet and that of the small boy in Prague, lost
without his father - Sis draws from his father's diary and from his own recollections of
his father's incredible tales to reach a spiritual homecoming between father and son. With
his sublime pictures, inspired by Tibetan Buddhist art and linking history to memory,
Peter Sis gives us an extraordinary book - a work of singular artistry and rare
imagination.
Tibet Through the Red Box is a 1999 Caldecott Honor Book and the winner of the
1999 Boston Globe - Horn Book Award for Special Citation.
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Rights sold: French

Picture Book

STARRY MESSENGER
Galileo Galilei

Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux 1996, World English)

A CALDECOTT HONOR BOOK
"If they had seen what we see, they would have judged as we judge." -- Galileo
In every age there are courageous people who break with tradition to explore new ideas
and challenge accepted truths. Galileo Galilei was just such a man--a genius--and the first
to turn the telescope to the skies to map the heavens. In doing so, he offered objective
evidence that the earth was not the fixed center of the universe but that it and all the other
planets revolved around the sun. Galileo kept careful notes and made beautiful drawings
of all that he observed. Through his telescope he brought the starts down to earth for
everyone to see.
By changing the way people saw the galaxy, Galileo was also changing the way they saw
themselves and their place in the universe. This was very exciting, but to some to some it
was deeply disturbing. Galileo has upset the harmonious view of heaven and earth that
had been accepted since ancient times. He had turned the world upside down.

**Art and text available now**
Trim: 9 x 12 inches
Extent: 48 pages
Full Color Throughout

“An original...Sis celebrates the life, ideas, and genius of Galileo in a picture book that
achieves a brilliance of its own.” ―Starred, Booklist
“Original and exquisite...Sis manages to tell the relatively complicated story of Galileo in
such a simple, straightforward way, accompanied by some of the most gorgeous
illustrations imaginable.” ―The New York Times Book Review

Rights sold: Chinese (complex), Chinese (simplified), Croatian, French, Japanese
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Picture Book

KOMODO!
Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Greenwillow/HarperCollins, 1993, World English)
“A young aficionado of dragons gets the chance of a lifetime when his parents take him
to the Indonesian island of Komodo, home to the Komodo dragon--the world's largest
lizard, and the sole extant carnivorous dinosaur. The place proves a tourist trap, complete
with a staged Dragon Show, but the unnamed narrator ventures into the jungle and has a
fleeting but profoundly satisfying encounter with one of the creatures. Although Sis's
story is, in the main, rather slight, dragon enthusiasts will be charmed by its mixture of
fact (lots of information about the Komodo dragon is included) and fancy (the boy's
improbable meeting). The book's true richness, though, lies in its illustrations-watercolors given texture by fine pen-and-ink hatching--which are almost as lush as the
Indonesian landscape itself. They contain an abundance of detail and even sly jokes ("It
is always easy to find me in school pictures because of my dragon T-shirt," the narrator
proclaims, as he stands well camouflaged in a crowd scene worthy of Waldo). Moments
of deliberate visual ambiguity add to the fun: is that jungle foliage we see, or a dragon's
emerging form?” – Publishers Weekly

**Art and text available now**
Trim: 10in x 12in
Extent: 32
Full Color Throughout
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Rights sold: Portuguese, Bulgarian, Chinese (complex), Chinese (simplified), UK,
Czech, French, Iranian, Slovenian, Turkish

Featured Author

BOOKS WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY PETER SÍS:
ADDITIONAL TITLES
Rainbow Rhino (1987)
Waving (1988)
Going Up! (1989)
Beach Ball (1990)
Follow the Dream: The Story of Christopher Columbus (1991)
An Ocean World (1992)
A Small Tale from the Far Far North (1993)
The Three Golden Keys (1994)
Fire Truck (1998)
Trucks, Trucks, Trucks (1999)
Ship Ahoy! (1999)
Dinosaur! (2000)
Ballerina (2001)
The Train of States (2004)
Play, Mozart, Play (2006)

Information available upon request
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Featured Author

BOOKS ILLUSTRATED BY PETER SÍS:
ADDITIONAL TITLES
Stories To Solve: Folktales from Around the World (1985), by George
Shannon
The Whipping Boy (1986), by Sid Fleischman
The Scarebird (1987), by Sid Fleischman
The Midnight Horse (1990), by Sid Fleischman
More Stories to Solve: Fifteen Folktales from Around the World
(1990), by George Shannon
The 13th Floor: A Ghost Story, by Sid Fleischman
The Dragons are Singing Tonight, (1993) by Jack Prelutsky
Still More Stories To Solve: Fourteen Folktales from Around the
World (1994), by George Shannon
Le marchand d’ailes (1997), by Jacques Taravant (The Little Wing
Giver)
The Gargoyle on the Roof (1999), by Jack Prelutsky
Monday’s Trolls (1996), by Jack Prelutsky
Scranimals (2002), by Jack Prelutsky
The Book of Imaginary Beings (2006), by Jorge Luis Borges
The Dream Stealer (2009), by Sid Fleischman
The Dreamer (2010), by Pam Muñoz Ryan

Information available upon request
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Featured Author

CHRIS RASCHKA

Chris Raschka was awarded the 2012 Caldecott Medal for his wordless picture book, A Ball for Daisy;
he has also won the Caldecott Medal for The Hello-Goodbye Window, by Norton Juster and the
Caldecott Honor for Yo? Yes!, which he both wrote and illustrated. He is known for his many books for
young people, among them Happy to be Nappy (Jump at the Sun, 1999), by bell hooks, A Poke in the I
(Candlewick, 2005), a poetry collection edited by Paul B. Janeczko, Home At Last (Greenwillow Books,
2016), by Vera B. Williams, Charlie Parker Played Bebop (Scholastic, 1997), Seriously, Norman! (Michael di Capua
Books, 2011), and Everybody Can Learn to Ride a Bicycle (Schwartz & Wade, 2013), which he both wrote and
illustrated.
His recent titles include Side By Side (Phaidon, 2019), Puddle (Greenwillow Books, 2019), and New Shoes
(Greenwillow Books, 2018), all of which have been received with starred reviews. His upcoming books
include The Magic Flute (Atheneum/Richard Jackson Books, 2019) and Mother Goose of Pudding Lane
(Candlewick, 2019).
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CHRIS RASCHKA SELECTED BACKLIST

Information available upon request
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Picture Book

Featured Author

ROSEMARY WELLS
Rosemary Wells is one of the bestselling children’s book author/artists of our
generation. Her books have sold in excess of 5 million copies worldwide; her
awards and honors are almost too numerous to tally. She is the author and
illustrator of over one hundred- twenty books for children and produces new
books every year. She has spent nearly fifty years delighting children of all ages
with her work and continues to produce work acclaimed for its originality, humor
and raw talent.

Rosemary Wells was born and raised in New York City. In her stories, she focuses
on the common ground found amongst most families—a child’s first day of
school, holiday celebrations, even sibling rivalry—in order to really connect with
her reader.
Selected Awards include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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New York Times Best Illustrated Books Award for Hazel's Amazing Mother
State Reading Awards from children and teachers in all fifty states over forty-five years.
American Library Association (ALA) Notable Book citations
Irma Simonton Black Award, Bank Street College of Education for Morris's Disappearing Bag:
A Christmas Story
Edgar Allan Poe Award runner-up, Mystery Writers of America for When No One Was
Looking and for Through the Hidden Door
Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Platinum Award for Old MacDonald and The Itsy-Bitsy Spider
ALA Best Books for Young Adults citation to Through the Hidden Door
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books Blue Ribbon
Horn Book Fanfare Awards for When No One Was Looking, which also received the West
Australian Young Readers' Book Award

ROSEMARY WELLS SELECTED BACKLIST

Information available upon request
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The Book Group
Middle Grade
Backlist

Middle-grade

CLEO PORTER AND THE BODY
ELECTRIC
Jake Burt
Agent: Faye Bender

(Feiwel & Friends, October 2020; *Feiwel has World English rights)
A woman is dying. Cleo Porter has her medicine. And no way to deliver it.
Like everyone else, twelve-year-old Cleo and her parents are sealed in an apartment
without windows or doors. They never leave. They never get visitors. Their food is
dropped off by drones. So they’re safe. Safe from the disease that nearly wiped humans
from the earth. Safe from everything. The trade-off?
They’re alone. Thus, when they receive a package clearly meant for someone else - a
package containing a substance critical for a stranger’s survival - Cleo is stuck. As a
surgeon-in-training, she knows the clock is ticking. But people don’t leave their units.
Not ever. Until now.
A remarkable new page-turning sci-fi adventure, CLEO PORTER marks a new direction
for beloved middle grade author Jake Burt.
Jake Burt teaches the fifth grade in Connecticut. He lives with his wife and their
daughter in Hamden, CT. His books include Greetings from Witness Protection! and The
Right Hook of Devin Velma.
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Middle-grade

OF A FEATHER
Danya Lorentz
Agent: Faye Bender
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Winter 2021)
Rufus, a fledgling Great Horned owl and Reenie, an eleven-year-old girl must learn to
trust in each other—and in themselves in this open-hearted rendering of true friendship.
Rufus’s ears must be broken, because he’s eight months old and still can’t hunt in the
dark. When his mother is hit by a car and taken by a human, he discovers just how
dangerous the unforgiving forest can be.
Reenie has given up on adults and learned how to care for herself, which is a good thing,
since she’s sent to live with a stranger—an alleged aunt she’s never even heard of—
while her mom is in the hospital. Yet this aunt, Beatrice, has a wonderful secret: she’s a
master falconer with a hawk named Red. Reenie is enchanted by Red, and even more so
by the prospect of catching an injured passage hawk in the wild and rehabilitating it.
But instead of catching a passage hawk, Reenie traps poor, bedraggled Rufus, whose
great, golden eyes lock onto her heart. Even though it’s against the rules, Aunt Bea
reluctantly agrees to help Reenie train the owl for falconry. Together, Rufus and Reenie
learn that partnership is more powerful than going it alone, though the time inevitably
comes when Rufus must trust that he can return to the forest and survive on his own in
the wild, and Reenie must believe that by opening her heart, she too can soar.
Foreign rights sales to: De Agostini (Italy – in a preempt); cbj (Germany – at auction)
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Middle Grade

ALL THE GREYS ON GREENE STREET
Laura Tucker
Agent: Faye Bender
(Penguin Young Reader’s Book, 2020)

"A dazzling debut novel about resilience, courage, home and family."-Rebecca Stead, Newbery Award-winning author of When You Reach Me
SoHo, New York, 1981. Twelve-year-old Olympia is an artist--and in her
neighborhood, that's normal. Her dad and his business partner Apollo bring
antique paintings back to life, while her mother makes intricate sculptures in a
corner of their loft, leaving Ollie to roam the streets of New York with her
best friends Richard and Alex, drawing everything that catches her eye.
Then everything falls apart. Ollie's dad disappears in the middle of the
night, leaving her only a cryptic note and instructions to destroy it. Her mom
has gone to bed, and she's not getting up. Apollo is hiding something, Alex is
acting strange, and Richard has questions about the mysterious stranger he
saw outside. And someone keeps calling, looking for a missing piece of art. . .
Olympia knows her dad is the key--but first, she has to find him, and time
is running out.
Lauded by critics in five starred reviews, All the Greys on Greene Street has
been called "a remarkable debut" and "a triumph.”
Trim: 6” x 8”
Extent: 320 pages
Territories sold:
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Laura Tucker is a writer and former literary agent who has coauthored books
on a wide range of topics, including health, fitness, parenting, and self-help.
Her credits include Still Room for Hope by Alisa Kaplan, Standing Tall by C.
Vivian Stringer, Shalom in the Home by Rabbi Shmuley Boteach,
and Training for Life by Debbie Rocker. She lives in Brooklyn, New York.

The Book Group
Young Adult
Backlist
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Featured Author

MELISSA ALBERT
Always reading, sometimes writing, fantasy geek Melissa Albert is
an accomplished American author with a penchant for writing YA
fantasy fiction. Even before she took to writing, Melissa was a
fairly significant member of the publishing industry: Melissa
founded the Barnes and Noble Teen Blog and is also the managing
editor of BN.com.
She has written for McSweeney’s, Time Out Chicago, MTV, and
more. Her debut novel, The Hazel Wood, was on The New York
Times bestseller list for 36 weeks. Melissa is from Illinois and lives
in Brooklyn, New York.
Selected Awards Include:
• Kirkus Best Young Adult Book of the Year—The Hazel Wood
• Starred Reviews from The School Library Journal for both The
Hazel Wood and The Night Country
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Young Adult

THE HAZEL WOOD
Melissa Albert
Agent: Faye Bender
(Flatiron Books, 2018)

Welcome to Melissa Albert's The Hazel Wood—the fiercely stunning New
York Times bestseller!
Seventeen-year-old Alice and her mother have spent most of Alice’s life on the
road, always a step ahead of the uncanny bad luck biting at their heels. But
when Alice’s grandmother, the reclusive author of a cult-classic book of pitchdark fairy tales, dies alone on her estate, the Hazel Wood, Alice learns how bad
her luck can really get: Her mother is stolen away—by a figure who claims to
come from the Hinterland, the cruel supernatural world where her
grandmother's stories are set. Alice's only lead is the message her mother left
behind: “Stay away from the Hazel Wood.”
Alice has long steered clear of her grandmother’s cultish fans. But now she has
no choice but to ally with classmate Ellery Finch, a Hinterland superfan who
may have his own reasons for wanting to help her. To retrieve her mother,
Alice must venture first to the Hazel Wood, then into the world where her
grandmother's tales began—and where she might find out how her own story
went so wrong.
Trim: 6” x 9”
Extent: 368 pages
Territories sold:
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Young Adult

THE NIGHT COUNTRY
Melissa Albert
Agent: Faye Bender
(Flatiron Books, 2020)

The highly anticipated sequel to Melissa Albert’s beloved, New York Times
bestselling debut The Hazel Wood!
In The Night Country, Alice Proserpine dives back into a menacing,
mesmerizing world of dark fairy tales and hidden doors. Follow her and Ellery
Finch as they learn The Hazel Wood was just the beginning, and that worlds die
not with a whimper, but a bang.
With Finch’s help, Alice escaped the Hinterland and her reclusive grandmother’s
dark legacy. Now she and the rest of the dregs of the fairy tale world have
washed up in New York City, where Alice is trying to make a new, unmagical
life. But something is stalking the Hinterland’s survivors—and she suspects their
deaths may have a darker purpose. Meanwhile, in the winking out world of the
Hinterland, Finch seeks his own adventure, and—if he can find it—a way back
home…

Trim: 6” x 9”
Extent: 352 pages
Territories sold:
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Young Adult

TALES FROM THE HINTERLAND
Melissa Albert
Agent: Faye Bender
(Dial/PRH January 2021)

A gorgeously illustrated collection of twelve original stories by the New York
Times bestselling author of The Hazel Wood and The Night Country

Before The Hazel Wood, there was Althea Proserpine’s Tales from the Hinterland...
Journey into the Hinterland, a brutal and beautiful world where a young woman spends a
night with Death, brides are wed to a mysterious house in the trees, and an enchantress is
killed twice―and still lives.
Perfect for new readers and dedicated fans alike, Melissa Albert's Tales from the
Hinterland features full-page illustrations by Jim Tierney, foil stamping, two-color
interior printing, and printed endpapers.
Melissa Albert is the New York Times bestselling author of The Hazel Wood and The
Night Country. She was the founding editor of the Barnes & Noble Teen Blog and has
written for McSweeney’s, Time Out Chicago, and MTV. Melissa is from Illinois and lives
in Brooklyn, New York.
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Young Adult

Soon to be adapted at Netflix for TV with President Barack Obama
and Michelle Obama's production company, Higher Ground

FIREKEEPER’S DAUGHTER
Angeline Boulley
Agent: Faye Bender
(Henry Holt Books for Young Readers, March 2021)

A heart-pounding debut thriller that heralds a major new voice on the YA
landscape. Bought at auction with 12 bidders participating.
Daunis’s mixed heritage and unenrolled tribal status have always made her feel
like an outsider both in her hometown and on the nearby Indian reservation.
Now, instead of spending the summer after high school anticipating college,
Daunis prepares for a different future: staying home to care for her emotionally
fragile mother after back-to-back family tragedies. The only bright spot is
meeting Jamie, her high school hockey superstar brother’s newest teammate.
Rizzoli (Italy); Nathan (France); cbj
(Germany); OneWorld (UK); KinneretZmora (Israel); Alfaguara (Spain);
Albatros (Czech Republic); Stanek
(Croatia); Orange Books (Bulgaria);
Pedio Publishing (Greece); Bonniers
(Sweden); Gutkind/Bonniers (Denmark);
Publicat (Poland); Kariera (Russia);
Alexandra Publishing Group (Hungary);
Intrínseca (Brazil); Bookzone (Romania);
The House of Books (The Netherlands)
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Everything changes when Daunis witnesses a murder and she is thrust into a drug
ring investigation and learns of corruption, deception and betrayal from the
people closest to her. Daunis must decide what it means to be a strong
Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe woman) when she is forced to choose between saving
those she loves, helping the FBI, and protecting the tribal community.
Angeline Boulley, an enrolled member of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe
of Chippewa Indians, is a storyteller who writes about her Ojibwe community in
Michigan's Upper Peninsula. Angeline worked as Director of the Office of Indian
Education at the U.S. Department of Education and her entire career has focused
on improving the education of Native American students.

Featured Author

KRISTIN CASHORE
Kristin Cashore’s epic fantasy novels set in the Graceling
Realm—Graceling, Fire, and Bitterblue—have won many
awards and much high praise. Kristin received a master’s degree
in children’s literature from Simmons College and has written
professionally for textbooks, teacher editions, as well as for The
Horn Book Guide. Her books have been nominated for
the Andre Norton and William C. Morris awards, have sold over
1.5 million copies, and have been translated in over 33
languages around the world.
Selected Awards and Honors:
• School Library Journal Best Book of the Year,
• Booklist Editors Choice,
• Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year
• Amelia Elizabeth Walden Book—Fire
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Young Adult

GRACELING
Kristin Cashore
Agent: Faye Bender
(HMH Books, 2008)

A New York Times bestseller
ALA Best Book for Young Adults
Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Children's Literature Winner
Publishers Weekly, School Library Journal,Booklist, and BCCB Best Book
of the Year

Graceling tells the story of the vulnerable-yet-strong Katsa, who is smart and
beautiful and lives in the Seven Kingdoms where selected people are born
with a Grace, a special talent that can be anything at all. Katsa’s Grace is
killing. As the king’s niece, she is forced to use her extreme skills as his brutal
enforcer. Until the day she meets Prince Po, who is Graced with combat skills,
and Katsa’s life begins to change. She never expects to become Po’s friend.
She never expects to learn a new truth about her own Grace—or about a
terrible secret that lies hidden far away . . . a secret that could destroy all
seven kingdoms with words alone.
And don’t miss the sequel Fire and companion Bitterblue, both awardwinning, New York Times bestsellers, and full of Kristin Cashore’s elegant,
evocative prose and unforgettable characters.
Trim: 6” x 9”
Extent: 480 pages
Territories sold:
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Young Adult

FIRE
Kristin Cashore
Agent: Faye Bender
(Penguin Young Readers, 2011)

It is not a peaceful time in the Dells. In King City, the young King Nash is
clinging to the throne, while rebel lords in the north and south build armies to
unseat him. War is coming. And the mountains and forest are filled with spies
and thieves. This is where Fire lives, a girl whose beauty is impossibly
irresistible and who can control the minds of everyone around her. Exquisitely
romantic, this companion to the highly praised Graceling has an entirely new
cast of characters, save for one person who plays a pivotal role in both books.
You don't need to have read Graceling to love Fire. But if you haven't, you'll
be dying to read it next. This edition includes an article by and an interview
with the author.
A New York Times bestseller
YALSA, Best Fiction for Young Adults
Amelia Elizabeth Walden Book Award Winner
5 starred reviews

Trim: 6” x 9”
Extent: 480 pages
Territories sold:
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Young Adult

BITTERBLUE
Kristin Cashore
Agent: Faye Bender
(Penguin Young Readers, 2013)

Bitterblue is a gateway to the Graceling Realm that braids together
magic, memory, and romance.
When Queen Bitterblue took the throne of Monsea, she was a child, and her
advisers ran the kingdom for her. Now she is beginning to question their
decisions, especially how they handle the legacy of her father Leck, who ruled
through his Grace—a special talent for mind-altering—and his taste for
darkness and violence. Bitterblue needs to know Monsea’s past to lead it into
the future, so she begins exploring the city streets at night, disguised and
alone. As she does, she meets two thieves, who hold a key to the truth of
Leck's reign. And one of them, with a Grace that he hasn't yet identified, holds
a key to her heart.
A New York Times bestseller
ALA Best Fiction for Young Adults
A Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year
A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of the Year
A BCCB Blue Ribbon Title
Trim: 6” x 9”
Extent: 480 pages
Territories sold:
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Young Adult

JANE, UNLIMITED
Kristin Cashore
Agent: Faye Bender
(Penguin Young Readers, 2018)
An instant New York Times bestseller—from the award-winning author of the
Graceling Realm series—about adventure, grief, storytelling, and finding
yourself in a world of seemingly infinite choices.
Jane has lived a mostly ordinary life, raised by her recently deceased aunt Magnolia,
whom she counted on to turn life into an adventure. Without Aunt Magnolia, Jane is
lost. So she's easily swept away when a glamorous, capricious, and wealthy
acquaintance from years ago asks Jane to accompany her to a gala at the extravagant
island mansion called Tu Reviens.
Jane remembers her aunt telling her: "If anyone ever invites to you to Tu Reviens,
promise me that you'll go." What Jane doesn't know is that the house will offer her
five choices that could ultimately determine the course of her life.
One choice leads Jane into a heist mystery. Another takes her into a spy thriller. She
finds herself in a gothic horror story, a space opera, and an extraordinary fantasy
realm. She might fall in love, she might lose her life, she might come face-to-face
with herself. Every choice comes with a price. But together, all the choices will lead
her to the truth.

Trim: 6” x 9”
Extent: 480 pages
Territories sold:
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Young Adult

DON’T ASK ME WHERE I’M FROM
Jennifer De Leon
Agent: Faye Bender
(Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Simon & Schuster, August 2020)
Fifteen-year-old Liliana Cruz moves between worlds and constantly crosses over
walls, some she puts up for herself and some built by others. Her father has
disappeared—gone one night without any warning—and her mother’s depression is
growing worse. From her family’s apartment in Boston to her fancy high school in the
suburbs, and from speaking Spanish with her family to honors French at school, Lili is
pulled in many directions and begins to find some barriers unscalable.
When racial tensions at Lili’s high school force people to choose sides, she must figure
out how to stay true to her identity and finds herself more involved in issues of social
justice than ever before. Her struggle comes to a head when Lili realizes that her father’s
absence isn’t a voluntary one, but that he has been deported and is struggling to get back
to his family. When the news spreads she decides to push through walls, translating her
words into action. What Liliana does—or doesn’t do—could alter the fate of her
community, her family, and her future.
Sold at auction with eight houses bidding
“A funny, perceptive, and much-needed book telling a much-needed story.”
--Celeste Ng, author of the New York Times bestseller Little Fires Everywhere
“With Liliana Cruz, Jennifer De Leon has created a character who embodies her parents’
decision to flee the violence of their home and migrate to a faraway place, who chooses
to live and love as boldly as they have. Written with humor and grace, with intimacy and
empathy, Don’t Ask Me Where I’m From is the perfect coming of age novel for our
time.”
--Matt Mendez, author of Barely Missing Everything and Twitching Heart
Foreign rights sold to: Il Castoro (Italy – in a preempt)
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Young Adult

YOUR CORNER DARK
Desmond Hall
Agent: Faye Bender
(Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Simon & Schuster, January 2021; *S&S has World English
rights)

This stunning debut is Marlon James’ A Brief History of Seven Killings meets
Richard Price’s Clockers for the YA audience.
Set on the unforgiving streets and majestic mountains surrounding Kingston,
Jamaica, Frankie Green is an ambitious high school student with a talent for
engineering who has just earned a ticket out with a full ride scholarship to the
University of Arizona. But when a stray bullet gravely injures his father, Frankie
must choose between following his dreams by taking his scholarship and finding
a way to earn fast money to pay for the medications that might help save his
father’s life. The only job available is work in a gang run by his uncle and
controlled by a conflicted and dangerous police chief.

See next slide for endorsement quotes on
this extraordinary debut.

Frankie joins the posse and sinks further and further. Violence becomes second
nature. But when art student Leah walks into his life, Frankie knows deep down
that with her, he is his true self and with her lies his last hope for salvation.
YOUR CORNER DARK is a story that is by turns dark and exquisite, lush and
vibrant; an exploration of the families we’re born into and the families we build.
Desmond Hall was born in Jamaica, West Indies and moved to Jamaica, Queens
and this is his debut.
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Young Adult

PRAISE FOR

YOUR CORNER DARK
Desmond Hall
Agent: Faye Bender
(Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Simon & Schuster, January 2021; *S&S has World English
rights)

“The best way to describe Your Corner Dark is to say it’s a stomach-knotter. It’s one of
those tales that ties you up, turns you inside-out, wrings you like a wet cloth. Desmond
Hall leaves us no choice but to root for Frankie Green, a young man in Jamaica doing
everything he can to claw himself out of the bear trap of his environment, that has
transformed him, not exactly into a bear, but definitely into more than just a good boy.
Take note—Hall is a hurricane of a writer.”
–Jason Reynolds, New York Times bestselling author

"A riveting, fiercely heartfelt and gutsy exploration of one boy's determination to wrest
control over his own life, on his own terms. Readers will find it impossible not to root for
Frankie as he is confronted with one impossible choice after another. Your Corner Dark
is a memorable and unmissable debut by an author to watch.”
--Courtney Summers, New York Times bestselling author of SADIE
“A striking coming of age debut!”
--Tiffany D. Jackson, author of GROWN and MONDAY'S NOT COMING
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Featured Author

DONNA JO NAPOLI
Donna Jo Napoli is the author of 24 books for young adults,
including four ALA Best Books for Young Adults: The
Magic Circle; Zel; Song of the Magdalene (Scholastic
Press). She has also written over 50 books for elementary
and younger readers.
Her novel Zel was named an American Bookseller Pick of
the Lists, a Publishers Weekly Best Book, a Bulletin Blue
Ribbon, and a School Library Journal Best Book. Her
children's books have been translated into Chinese, Danish,
Dutch, German, Greek, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, Korean,
Persian, Portuguese, Spanish, among others.
She is a renowned professor of linguistics at Swarthmore
College in Pennsylvania, where she lives with her husband.

Selected Awards include:
•
•
•
•
•
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1997 Golden Kite Award for Stones in the Water
1998 Sydney Taylor Book Award for Stones in Water
Kirkus Starred Book Award—Mama Miti: Wangari
Maathai and the Trees of Kenya
Two Booklist Star Reviews
2011 Publisher’s Weekly Starred Review for The Crossing

Middle Grade

SIRENA
Donna Jo Napoli
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Penguin Young Reader’s Book, 2020)
A poignant and moving reimagining of an episode from the Odyssey. A YA
CIRCE.
Donna Jo Napoli retells the Greek myth of the Sirens, whose sweet, beckoning
singing caused countless shipwrecks. But did the Sirens (who Napoli imagines as
mermaids) really mean for the sailors to perish? Or were these sultry singers cursed
themselves?
In Napoli's tale, because they are half-human, the ten Sirens are doomed to lead short
mortal lives--unless they can convince men to become their mates. But after
witnessing a shipwreck in which the survivors kill one of her sisters, 17-year-old
Sirena decides she would rather lose her chance at eternal life than trick a human into
loving her. She vows to live alone on "an island where the first rays of sun bring sight
to blind eyes.... I am going there to find new sight. I will wipe from my brain the
sights I have seen and start over." Little does she know that due to a jealous goddess,
a sea-serpent bite, and a dead hero, a man will come to her island and love her for
herself, not just her song.

Trim: 6” x 8”
Extent: 320 pages
Territories sold: Italian
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Sirena is the perfect teenage heroine--questioning authority and falling in love no
matter what the consequences. In creating this beautiful story, Napoli brings
mythology alive for today's young adults.

Middle Grade

SONG OF THE MAGDALENE
Donna Jo Napoli
Agent: Brenda Bowen
(Penguin Young Reader’s Book, 2020)
The story of a teenage Mary Magdalene -- here called Miriam -- is finally told....
When the world goes dark and her mind explodes within her, Miriam's future is
shattered. In ancient Israel such seizures make her unclean. If anyone finds out about
them, she will be an outcast.
Only Abraham -- the son of Hannah, her caretaker -- shares her secret. Abraham, too,
is afflicted -- a perfect mind in an imperfect body -- and to the villagers he is an idiot.
To Miriam he is a savior.
School Library Journal: A gripping novel that is hard to put down
BCCB: The narrative is rich with modern issues of gender, disability, violence against
women, and spirituality.
Booklist [Written with] richness of detail and depth of feeling....Lyrical writing and
layered characterizations....

A YA Best Book for Young Adults
Trim: 6” x 8”
Extent: 320 pages
Territories sold:
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Young Adult

A NIGHT TWICE AS LONG
Andrew Simonet
Agent: Faye Bender
(Farrar, Straus & Giroux, June 2021)

What do you call the difference between what you should feel
and what you do feel? Life?
The blackout has been going on for three weeks. But Alex feels
like she’s been living in the dark for a year, ever since her
brother, who has autism, was removed from the house,
something Alex blames herself for. So when her best friend,
Anthony, asks her to trek to another town to figure out the truth
about the blackout, Alex says yes.
On a journey that ultimately takes all day and night, Alex’s
relationships with Anthony, her brother, and herself will
transform in ways that change them all forever.
In this honest and gripping young adult novel, Andrew Simonet
spins a propulsive tale about what it means to turn on the lights
and look at what’s real.
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Andrew Simonet is a choreographer and writer in Philadelphia.
His first novel, Wilder, published in 2018. He co-directed
Headlong Dance Theater for twenty years and founded Artists
U, an incubator for helping artists make sustainable lives. He
lives in West Philadelphia with his wife, Elizabeth, and their two
sons.

Young Adult

THE PROJECT
Courtney Summers
Agent: Faye Bender
(Wednesday Books/Macmillan February 2022 *Wednesday Books has World
English rights.*)
The next pulls-no-punches thriller from New York Times bestselling and Edgar
Award-winning author Courtney Summers, about an aspiring young journalist
determined to save her sister from a cult.

Courtney Summers is the bestselling and critically
acclaimed author of several novels for young adults,
including Cracked Up to Be, All the
Rage and Sadie. Her work has received numerous
awards and honors--including the Edgar Award,
John Spray Mystery Award, Cybils Award and
Odyssey Award--and has been recognized by many
library, 'Best Of' and Readers' Choice lists. She lives
and writes in Canada.

"The Unity Project saved my life.”
Lo Denham is used to being on her own. After her parents died, Lo's sister, Bea,
joined The Unity Project, leaving Lo in the care of their great aunt. Thanks to its
extensive charitable work and community outreach, The Unity Project has won the hearts
and minds of most in the Upstate New York region, but Lo knows there's more to the
group than meets the eye. She's spent the last six years of her life trying, and failing, to
prove it.
"The Unity Project murdered my son.”
When a man shows up at the magazine Lo works for claiming The Unity Project
killed his son, Lo sees the perfect opportunity to expose the group and reunite with Bea
once and for all. When her investigation puts her in the direct path of its charismatic and
mysterious leader, Lev Warren, he proposes a deal: if she can prove the worst of her
suspicions about The Unity Project, she may expose them. If she can't, she must finally
leave them alone.
But as Lo delves deeper into The Project, the lives of its members, and spends more
time with Lev, it upends everything she thought she knew about her sister, herself, cults,
and the world around her--to the point she can no longer tell what's real or true. Lo never
thought she could afford to believe in Lev Warren . . . but now she doesn't know if she
can afford not to.
Welcome to The Unity Project.
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See next slide for fabulous endorsement quotes.
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