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NORTHRANGER by Rey Terciero, illustrated by Bre Indigo
Ages 13 and up, 240 pages, Pub 9/28/22
In this swoony and spooky teen summer romance graphic novel set on
a Texas ranch, sixteen-year-old Cade Muñoz finds himself falling for the
ranch owner’s mysterious and handsome son, only to discover that he
may be harboring a dangerous secret.
Cade has always loved to escape into the world of a good horror movie. After all,
horror movies are scary—but to Cade, a closeted queer Latino teen growing up in rural
Texas—real life can be way scarier. Cade’s plan to lay low at the movie theater all
summer is disrupted when he must help his stepfather, Dale, work on the ranch of
Dale’s old army General in order to earn some extra money for their financially
struggling family. Cade hates everything about the ranch. The only silver lining is the
company of the General’s two teen kids, who also live on the ranch—in particular, the
ruggedly handsome and friendly Henry. But as unexpected sparks begin to fly between
Cade and Henry, things get complicated. Henry is reluctant to share the details of his
mother’s death, and Cade begins to wonder what else he might be hiding. Inspired by
the gothic romance of Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey comes a modern story of
romance for today’s teen reader.
SEASONED TEAM: Rey Terciero and Bre Indigo are the dynamite team behind modernday Little Women adaptation Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy, which has sold over 116k copies.
CLOSE TO HOME: In an author’s note that will appear in the book’s backmatter, Rey
writes about growing up in Texas in the 80s and 90s and feeling like his sexuality was a
secret he couldn’t even trust his best friends with. His feelings of isolation and fear
were the inspiration for Northranger, a story he wanted to use to explore “the
difference between fantasy and reality, and questions those you can trust with your
heart, especially when your union is different from the societal norm.”
Rey Terciero, also known as Rex Ogle, was born and raised (mostly) in Texas. He’s
written and edited hundreds of books and comics for children and young adults. He is a
queer writer who has always been drawn to strong female protagonists, including
Elizabeth Bennet, Princess Leia, Jean Grey, and Hermione Granger. Meg, Jo, Beth and
Amy was his debut graphic novel.

Click Here to Read

Bre Indigo is a queer black artist based in SoCal who loves to tell stories about gentle
boys, strong girls, the great folk in between and those outside completely. Bre is the
author-illustrator of the successful webcomic Jamie, and was the illustrator
behind Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy by Rey Terciero.

ANNE by Kathleen Gros
Ages 8 - 12, 304 pages, Pub 9/28/22
In this fun and modern middle grade graphic novel adaptation of Anne
of Green Gables, foster child Anne Shirley finally lands in a loving home
and befriends a girl who she may have more-than-friends feelings for.
Anne Shirley has bounced around foster homes for as long as she can remember. So
when siblings Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert take her in, she hopes it’s for good. The
Cuthberts seem cool, but how will they react to the trouble that Anne can sometimes
find herself in…like accidentally dying her hair green or taking a dangerous dare that
leaves her in a cast? The Cuthberts also introduce Anne to Diana Barry, a girl who lives
in their apartment building, the Avon-Lea. Diana shows Anne around school, and the
two become fast friends. Anne can share anything with Diana—her fears about never
being adopted; her sketchbook art that no one else has seen; and her annoyance with
Gilbert, a boy who teases Anne endlessly. As time goes on, though, Anne starts to
develop more-than-friends feelings for Diana. With the winter dance on the horizon,
Anne wants to ask Diana to go with her…but what if Diana doesn’t feel the same way?
A new foster home, a new school, and a first-time crush—it’s a lot all at once. But if
anyone can handle life’s twists and turns, it’s the irrepressible Anne Shirley.
BELOVED CLASSIC REIMAGINED WITH NEW APPEAL: Generations have read Anne of
Green Gables, but not quite like this. While readers will enjoy the same bold and
spontaneous Anne Shirley, this is a modern reimagining, with a queer main character,
told in graphic novel form.
GREAT FOR FANS OF RAINA TELGEMEIER: Kathleen’s style is perfect for middle grade
and will definitely hook fans of Raina Telgemeier—especially those who enjoyed her
graphic novel retelling of the Babysitters Club series.
TACKLES ISSUES OF IDENTITY AND SEXUALITY: As Anne is figuring out what kind of
daughter, friend, student, and artist she wants to be, she is also is discovering parts of
herself she never realized existed—like her attraction to her best friend Diana.
Kathleen has created a very accessible and middle-grade-friendly journey for Anne.
Kathleen Gros is a cartoonist living in Vancouver, British Columbia. She graduated with
a BFA in Illustration from Emily Carr University of Art and Design, and she published her
first graphic novel, Last Night at Wyrmwood High, soon after. Since then, Kathleen has
published Jo, a graphic novel adaptation of Little Women. To learn more about
Kathleen and her comics, visit her online at www.kagcomix.com.
Click Here to Read

GARLIC AND THE WITCH by Bree Paulsen (Book 2 of 2)
Ages 8 - 12, 128 pages, Pub 8/10/22
In this delicious middle grade companion novel to Garlic and the
Vampire, Bree Paulsen sets her lovable, anxious heroine on another
adventure, one that that is scary and exciting at the same time.
Garlic loves spending time with Witch Agnes, Carrot, and her new friend, the Count,
who has proven to be a delightful neighbor to the village of vegetable people rather
than a scary vampire. But despite Agnes’s best attempts to home-brew a vegetarian
blood substitute for Count, the ingredient she needs most can only be found at the
Magic Market, far from the valley. Before she knows it, with a broomstick in hand,
Garlic is nervously preparing for a journey. But Garlic is experiencing another change
too—finger by finger, she appears to be turning human. Witch Agnes assures her
that this is normal for her garden magic, but Garlic isn’t so sure that she’s ready for
such a big change. After all, changes are scary…and what if she doesn’t want to be
human after all?
COMPANION NOVEL TO EAGERLY ANTICIPATED DEBUT: Bree Paulsen’s first middle
grade graphic novel, Garlic and the Vampire, received two stars from the Bulletin of the
Center for Children’s Books and The Horn Book, and was chosen as an Indie Next title.
Readers who loved the first book in the series will be excited to pick up this next
installment in Garlic’s story, but this new story book can also be read as a standalone.
Familiar, beloved characters Garlic and her friends are back! Readers who fell in love
with this pungent heroine, kindly Witch Agnes, the friendly Count, and the whole cast of
vegetable friends will be excited to see what’s next for this odd mix of characters—and
what new changes are in store for them.
FAMILIAR, BELOVED CHARACTERS: Garlic and her friends are back! Readers who fell in
love with this pungent heroine, kindly Witch Agnes, the friendly Count, and the whole
cast of vegetable friends will be excited to see what’s next for this odd mix of
characters—and what new changes are in store for them.
ANOTHER IMPACTFUL MESSAGE ABOUT COURAGE AND CHANGE: With her newlydiscovered reserves of courage and determination, Garlic now faces down another fear:
growing up into a human. What do all these changes mean—and what if she doesn’t
want things to change? Young readers with their own questions about growing up will
relate to the way Garlic comes to terms with her changing body, and how she becomes
excited for this new stage in her life.
Rights Sold for GARLIC AND THE VAMPIRE: Spanish (Urano)
Click Here to Read

SIR LADYBUG AND THE BOOKWORMS by Corey R. Tabor
Ages 6 - 10, 72 pages, Pub 9/7/22
The third adventure in the funny, clever, young graphic novel Sir
Ladybug series in which our valiant knight is on a quest to return a
library book, from Geisel Award winner picture Corey Tabor.
Sir Ladybug—the duke of the dandelion patch, champion of truth and justice—is on a
new quest! On a beautiful, breezy morning, in flies a visitor with an important notice
from the library: If Sir Ladybug does not return his checked-out book, it will
be…overdue! So Sir Ladybug and his friend set out to handle this important
responsibility. That is until they are foiled by the diabolical bookworms. Will they
ever return the book in time? From Geisel Award-winning author-illustrator Corey
Tabor, this is the third book in a fresh and funny young graphic novel series sure to
delight readers. Perfect for fans of Catwad, Bird & Squirrel, and Narwhal & Jelly.
AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR-ILLUSTRATOR: Corey is the 2019 Geisel Award winner
for Fox the Tiger, an honor that elevated Corey’s profile. And along with the acclaim
for his latest book Mel Fell (winner of the inaugural B&N Children’s & YA Book
Awards for Picture Books, an IndieNext Top Ten title, an Amazon Best Book of the
Month, 3 starred reviews), this series is positioned for success and expands Corey’s
reach to an older audience.
FUN ODE TO LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS: Oh, the horror of an overdue library
book! This latest installment of the series conveys the importance of libraries,
librarians, and being a responsible library cardholder in the most entertaining way—
with adventure and tons of humor.
WIDELY APPEALING: Given the graphic novel format, short chapters, numerous
jokes, funny asides, and adventures, this new series will appeal to avid and reluctant
readers alike.
Corey R. Tabor is the author and illustrator of several books for children,
including the Sir Ladybug series, Mel Fell, Snail Crossing, and the Geisel Awardwinning Fox the Tiger. Corey lives in Tacoma, Washington, with his wife and son
and spends his time making pictures and stories. You can visit him online at
www.coreyrtabor.com.
Rights Sold for SIR LADYBUG: Spanish (Grupo Editorial Norma S.A.)

PEA, BEE, AND JAY #5: GOTTA FIND GRAMPS
by Brian “Smitty” Smith
Ages 6 - 10, 64 pages, Pub 9/14/22
In the fifth installment of this early reader graphic novel series by Brian
"Smitty" Smith, the trio lose track of Pea's batty Gramps, and gotta get
him back!
While preparing a yard sale at Momma Pea’s house, Pea, Bee & Jay discover all sorts
of family heirlooms, and hear some strange stories about Gramps’ storied youth,
like: Gramps once had a pet dog, he was a professional wrestling champ who
singlehandedly beat a triple tag team of grapes but ultimately lost the belt to a
walnut, he led a jailbreak out of a can of peas… every tale wilder than the last. But
when Gramps goes missing and it’s up to the trio to find him, they just might find
that sometimes, truth is stranger than fiction.
GRAPHIC NOVELS FOR EMERGING READERS: Like the Narwhal and Jelly series (also
64 pages), Pea, Bee, & Jay is perfect for the emerging reader interested in comics.
With bright, straightforward art and text, these books are the right fit for kids
learning to read and will sharpen their visual literacy skills at the same time.
ACCOLADES FOR DAYS: There’s a lot of love for Pea, Bee, & Jay! Stuck Together
received three starred reviews, including one from SLJ, who called the book "funny,
punny, fearless, and even corny”. PB & J was also on Kirkus, SLJ, and Amazon’s Best
Books of 2020 lists, has been translated into several languages, and all three books
out have been JLG selections.
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING: Pea, Bee, & Jay learn that Pea's Gramps is a lot
more than meets the eye, making this a great early graphic novel for social
emotional learning with a core theme of social awareness.
Brian “Smitty” Smith is a former Marvel Comics and DC Comics editor. He is the
cocreator and writer behind the New York Times bestselling graphic novel The Stuff
of Legend, the cartoonist of Tree Mail, and the winner of the Kids Read Comics “Most
Epic Adventure” award. Smitty lives in Greensboro, North Carolina.
Rights Sold for PEA, BEE, & JAY #1: Italian (HarperCollins Italia)

POPULARMMOs PRESENT THE END OF ALL THE THINGS
by PopularMMOs, illustrated by Danielle Jones
Ages 8 - 12, 208 pages, Pub 10/12/22
New York Times bestselling authors and YouTube sensations Pat and
Jen from the beloved Minecraft-inspired channel PopularMMOs must
stop the destruction of all of the realms of existence in THE END OF
ALL THE THINGS, their exhilarating fifth graphic novel adventure.
Pat thought being mayor was hard – but now, it’s more than just the village that’s in
danger. Captain Cookie has been struck by a terrifying vision. He’s learned that if anyone
dares disturb the Cookie Islands, it will trigger the destruction of all of the realms of
existence! And Jen has just found the final clue to find the islands by herself! Now Pat and
his friends have to back to the Overworld, through the Nether, and to the Underworld to
stop Jen and her sister EJ (Evil Jen) before they destroy everything! But finding Jen may
be the easy part. As it turns out, the PopularMMOs team are being stalked by an old
enemy who’s determined to get even with the pair. Pat and Jen may be the very ones
leading a great evil straight to Cookie Islands to destroy the world as they know it. Will
the friends be able to stop a plan of ultimate revenge – or will they wind up accidentally
destroying everything? Join YouTubers PopularMMOs and all their favorite characters in
the final, thrilling installment in their New York Times bestselling graphic novel series.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHORS: The first PopularMMOs book not only hit
the New York Times bestseller list—it stayed on for 11 weeks! The second PopularMMOs
book debut on the New York Times list and went on to outsell the first book. PopularMMOs
fans are always longing for the adventure to continue!
AN ENORMOUS (AND GROWING) PLATFORM: With over 22 million combined subscribers
and 14 billion combined views, PopularMMOs’s social numbers are huge and just keep
getting higher! Since we launched their first book, they’ve gained more than millions
subscribers and billions views. YouTube: 17.3m/ @PopularMMOs YouTube: 5.26m/
@GamingWithJen
Pat + Jen, the stars of PopularMMOs, are two of the most popular YouTubers in the world.
With over 22 million subscribers and 14 billion combined views, their Minecraft-inspired
channel is one of the most-watched channels on YouTube. To learn more, visit Pat and Jen
on YouTube @PopularMMOs and @GamingwithJen.
Rights Sold for PopularMMOs PRESENTS A HOLE NEW WORLD: Chinese-Simplified (Beijing
Xueersi), Hebrew (S. Simson), Italian (HarperCollins Italia), Russian (Exem License Limited)

STICK AND STONE ON THE GO
by Beth Ferry, illustrated by Kristen Cella
Ages 6 - 9, 96 pages, Pub 1/11/23
Two stories in one graphic novel perfect for beginning readers, based
on the bestselling STICK AND STONE series by Beth Ferry and Tom
Lichtenheld. For fans of the Narwhal series and Pizza and Taco.
Stick would go anywhere with his best friend, especially if they're planning a picnic.
But when picnics involve lemons and bees and caves, Stone's not so sure . . . Join
Stick and Stone as they go spelunking underground. Accompany them as they meet
all sorts of new friends, including a big, fluffy monster! And laugh along with them in
this new graphic novel series starring two best buddies who know that exploring is
always more fun when you're together. Each story has a fun activity to make you feel
part of the action.
BESTSELLING CREATORS of picture book blockbusters like Goodnight, Goodnight,
Construction Site, I Wish You More, and The Scarecrow.
YOUNG GNS ARE ON THE RISE: The super recent and forthcoming comps for this title
show an increasing interest in graphic novels for the youngest readers, as evidenced by
popularity of series like Narwhal and Jelly.
BUILDING A BRAND: The picture book sequel, Stick and Stone: Best Friends Forever, is
selling well in its first year. The first graphic novel for this duo, Stick and Stone Explore
and More, comes out in June 2022.
Beth Ferry is the author of several picture books, including Stick and Stone. She lives in
New Jersey.
Tom Lichtenheld makes books for children and people who used to be children. He
lives in Illinois.
Kristen Cella has been drawing since she could hold a pencil, though these days she
usually uses a digital stylus. She lives in Chicago.
Rights Sold for STICK AND STONE: ANZ English (Scholastic Australia), ChineseSimplified (Love Reading Books), Korean (BookGoodCome), Slovak (Citadella
Publishing), Spanish (Oceano), Turkish (Beyaz Belina)
Click Here to Read

LAW AND ODOR by Doug Paleo, illustrated by Aaron Blecha
Ages 7 - 10, 224 pages, Pub 10/19/22
Crime is bubbling up in Dinotown . . . and it stinks! In this hilarious
graphic novel, the Dinomighties need to sniff out their smelliest
mystery yet. Will their noses lead them to the culprit? Or will the odor
of their enemies prevail? Perfect for fans of Investigators, Dog Man,
and Real Pigeons Fight Crime.
When the mayor tells the Dinomighties that there's been a theft of famous purple
beans at the How You've Bean Factory, they are hot on the trail. Using their peak
investigative skills to hunt down crime clues and interrogate potential suspects, they
soon run out of gas and into air-tight alibis. A look to the nemesis list points squarely
to the gaseous Gasosaurus, but the Dinomighties need proof before they can pin
down this baddie. In their grimiest case yet, T-Lex, Teri, Dave, and Bok follow their
noses to sniff out and solve this musty mystery with high-tech crime-solving gadgets,
action-packed chases, bad-guy-busting buddy power, and a whole lot of laughs.
RELUCTANT READERS: Plenty of illustrations, funny puns, and non-stop action make this
the perfect pick for reluctant readers.
EXCITING WORLD-BUILDING: The world of the Dinomighties continues to grow with each
book in the series. Fun locations paired with hijinks and adventure make the books a
visual feast.
GRAPHIC NOVELS ARE ON TREND: The graphic novel market is booming! Young Readers
makes up 40% of the graphic novel market and in the overall children's market, 7 out of
the top 20 young reader titles in 2018 were graphic novels. In 2019, the market for MG
graphic novels grew by 32% and YA graphic novels grew by 45%. The growth shows no
sign of slowing down, perfectly positioning success for our ETCH list across all age levels.
Doug Paleo is a dino-mite author of hilarious books for young readers. In his free time, he
enjoys cave painting, going on long hikes to gather wild berries, and open-fire cooking.
Aaron Blecha is an artist and author who designs funny characters and illustrates
humorous books. monstersquid.com, Twitter: @aaronblecha, Instagram:
@monstersquid.
Rights Sold for DINOMIGHTY!: Spanish (Grupo Editorial Norma)

CRUNCH by Kayla Miller (Book 5)
Ages 8 - 12, 224 pages, Pub 8/3/22
Kayla Miller, the New York Times best-selling author-illustrator
of Click, Camp, Act, and Clash, returns with a new Olive story! Olive is
balancing the too-many things she wants to do with the too-few
hours in the day to do them… when everything adds up, suddenly it’s
crunch time!
It’s no secret that Olive loves trying new things. Between taking guitar lessons, making a
short film, joining Berry Scouts, and leading the charge on her school’s dress code reform,
Olive has her hands full! But she enjoys being busy, so staying on track with her jampacked schedule should be no problem… right?
As weeks fly by, it gets harder and harder for Olive to find time for her activities, never
mind time for herself. Will she be able to accomplish her goals, or will all her sizzle turn to
fizzle? The New York Times best-selling author-illustrator Kayla Miller delivers a vibrant
and timely story about the importance of balance, effort, and reaching out for help.
BESTIES: FIND THEIR GROOVE (Book 2)
by Kayla Miller, illustrated by Kristina Luu
Ages 8 - 12, 208 pages, Pub 9/7/22
A fun and fresh spin-off of the New York Times best-selling Click graphic novels. With the
school dance around the corner, fashionistas Beth and Chanda are ready to dazzle!
With their first formal school dance around the corner, Beth and Chanda are on a mission
to make it the best night ever. Step one? Secure the perfect dresses so they can
dominate the dance floor! But when neither of them can find an outfit that lives up to
their high expectations—and when they encounter unexpected pressure to find dates—
these besties will need to lean on their friendship more than ever!
Kayla Miller has a BFA in Illustration from the University of the Arts in Philadelphia.
Jeffrey Canino is a writer and educator working out of New York’s Hudson Valley.
Kristina Luu is a Vietnamese Canadian comic artist and illustrator from Vancouver, BC.
Rights Sold for CLICK: ANZ English (Walker Books), Hebrew (Yedioth Books), Korean
(Dasan Publishers), Russian (Mann, Ivanov & Ferber), Spanish (Ediciones Maeva)

HOOKY VOLUME 2 by Míriam Bonastre Tur
Ages 8 - 12, 384 pages, Pub 8/10/22
This magical adventure from the #1 digital comic platform WEBTOON
continues as Dani and Dorian answer the question they've been
avoiding: could one of them be the king of witches? A classic good-vsevil struggle plays out on an epic stage in the second volume of this
bestselling comic.
Dani and Dorian Wytte have been through everything together--including joining forces
with trouble maker Nico, Princess Monica, and golden boy Mark to sneak into the witch's
sabbath, spring hostages from prison, and defend the castle when it was attacked by
witches. With witches like their parents out for power and blood and non magical people
increasingly threatened by them, Dani and Dorian don't know whose side they're on...or if
anyone's on their side. That includes their brother, Damien, who disappeared after being
crowned King of Witches. But since Monica's father, the king, and her fiancé, Prince
William disappeared, too, Dani and Dorian know they must set out to find their lost allies.
Luckily, they aren't alone. Based on the beloved webcomic from WEBTOON, Hooky
Volume 2 picks up right where the action left off and is in stunning print format for the
first time with exclusive new content sure to please fans new and old.
WEBTOON is the #1 digital comic app, averaging more than 50 million monthly active
users, with 10 million+ daily readers; more people read WEBTOONs in one day than
watch most television shows. It has hundreds of new titles and posts daily featuring the
MOST diverse content of any comic platform, including fantasy, romance, sci-fi, LGBTQ.
STAR AUTHOR: Míriam has 29k followers on Twitter and 173k followers on Instagram.
Her posts about the HOOKY book consistently get great engagement from excited fans!
STORY WITH DEPTH: Despite the bright art and humor, this second volume digs into
some of the tougher questions of ethics, power, and magic, and is a compelling read.
MORE TO COME: This is the second of a three-part series, which will complete the
Webtoon. Volume 3 scheduled for Fall 2023.
Míriam Bonastre Tur was born in a small town near Barcelona. She studied comics at
Escola Joso Art School in Barcelona. She has drawn many zines and collaborative comics
in Spanish, and now works as a character designer in the animation field. She lives in
Spain. Visit her on Twitter and Instagram @miriambonastre
Rights Sold for HOOKY: Italian (Idee Editoriali Feltrinello), Spanish (Planeta)

WAIT TILL HELEN COMES
by Mary Downing Hahn, illustrated by Meredith Laxton
Ages 8 - 12, 160 pages, Pub 8/24/22
Two siblings must save their stepsister from the clutches of a vengeful
ghost in this graphic novel adaptation of master horror storyteller
Mary Downing Hahn's spookiest and most popular tale!
When their mom remarries, Molly and her brother, Michael, try to make friends with
their new stepsister, Heather. But Heather only wants to make trouble for them. She lies
and tattles and misbehaves, and somehow they always get the blame. They know she's
trying to drive a wedge between her father and their mother so she can have her father
all to herself—and it seems to be working. Then, Heather starts playing in the graveyard
behind their new house. She claims she can talk to a ghost named Helen, and her
behavior gets even stranger. Michael doesn't believe in ghosts and thinks their new little
sister is just looking for more attention. But Molly isn't so certain, especially when
Heather threatens that Helen is going to come for them and make them sorry. It seems
as though things can't get any worse—but they do. When Helen comes.
SPOOKY AND SUBSTANTIAL: In addition to the chills and thrills, deeper themes of
blended family and belonging keep
readers engaged.
BELOVED, TOP-SELLING GHOST STORY IN GRAPHIC NOVEL FORMAT FOR THE FIRST
TIME: Wait Till Helen Comes has sold over 542,000 copies across formats, and is beloved
by both kids and gatekeepers alike. Its 2016 film adaptation is currently available for
streaming on IMDb TV and on Amazon Prime.
Mary Downing Hahn’s many acclaimed novels include such beloved ghost stories as Wait
Till Helen Comes, Deep and Dark and Dangerous, and Took. Hahn has received more than
fifty child-voted state awards for her work.
Scott Peterson is the writer of Truckus Maximus, an original middle grade graphic novel,
as well as for the comics series Batgirl, Batgirl Beyond, and The Gotham Adventures. You
can find out more on Twitter: @petersonscott.or theotherscottpeterson.blogspot.com.
Meredith Laxton has long been inspired by the storytelling of comics and tabletop RPGs.
Their background in multimedia design and animation has led to a career in the indie
gaming scene with companies like Puny Human Games and InXile entertainment. As a
comic artist, Meredith has had sequential work published by IDW, Humanoids, and
Comics Experience. Twitter: @merdett, Instagram: @mer_det, meredithlaxton.com
Click Here to Read

THE COOL CODE by Deirdre Langeland, illustrated by Sarah Mai
Ages 8 - 12, 224 pages, Pub 10/12/22
In this funny and heartfelt slice-of-life graphic novel for fans of Raina
Telgemeier and Kayla Miller, when coding whiz Zoey goes from
homeschooled to new school, she develops an app to help her make
friends. Will the Cool Code help Zoey fit in? Or will it completely crash
her social life?
In an attempt to fit in, Zoey develops an app called the Cool Code with a cute llama
avatar that will tell her everything from what to say to what to wear based on pop
culture algorithms she's uploaded. But when the app gives her ridiculous advice,
awkwardness and hilarity ensues. With a few upgrades and a bit of debugging from
the coding club, the app actually works—Zoey gets really popular . . . and gets her
pulled in all kinds of directions, including away from her real friends. Life's most
complicated choices. . . is there a code for that?
EVERGREEN MIDDLE GRADE SUBJECT MATTER: Popularity is evergreen in this
middle grade space, and in this graphic novel format we get to literally SEE how all of
the cool codes play out in a super visual way.
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL STRENGTH: Navigating friendships, a bit of bullying, a
new school, family life, and growing up are all perennial socio-emotional topics for
middle grade readers.
INCLUSIVE CAST OF CHARACTERS: The illustrations showcase a diverse and inclusive
school of kids. Zoey is white. Her best friend Daniel is Black. Morgan her frenemie is
Asian.
Deirdre Langeland has been a children's book editor and writer for more than
twenty years. As a writer, she has authored everything from a Curious George
picture book to a nonfiction/fantasy mash-up about unicorns. She lives in New York’s
Hudson River Valley with her husband and her daughter, who also serves as her
contemporary middle school slang consultant. This is her graphic novel debut.
Sarah Mai is an illustrator, cartoonist, and writer based in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
She has a degree in English Literature from the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
where she developed a passion for graphic novels. Her main inspiration is bold color,
strong, playful shape making, street style, and people watching. She lives in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. This is her graphic novel debut.
Click Here to Read

