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memoir
ESCAPE FROM MANUS
Jaivet Ealom

June 2021
Viking
trade paperback – 320pp
rights held: World
rights sold: north america (Penguin Canada)

The powerful account of how one man escaped the prison of Manus Island. A true story of bravery and resilience.

The awe-inspiring story of the only person to successfully escape from Australia’s notorious offshore detention 
centre on Manus Island. 

In 2013 Jaivet Ealom fled Myanmar’s brutal regime, where Rohingya like him were being persecuted and killed, and 
boarded a boat of asylum seekers bound for Australia. Instead of receiving refuge, he was transported to Australia’s 
infamous Manus Regional Processing Centre. 

Blistering hot days spent in shipping containers on the island melted into weeks, then years until, finally, facing either 
jail in Papua New Guinea or being returned to almost certain death in Myanmar, he took matters into his own hands. 

Drawing inspiration from the hit show Prison Break, Jaivet meticulously planned his escape. He made it out alive but 
was stateless, with no ID or passport. While the nightmare of Manus was behind him, his true escape to freedom had 
only just begun.

How Jaivet made it to sanctuary in Canada in a six-month-long odyssey by foot, boat, car and plane, with nothing but 
his instinct for survival, is miraculous. 

His story will astonish, anger and inspire you. It will make you reassess what it means to give refuge and redefine 
what can be achieved by one man determined to beat the odds.

Sales points
•	 A profoundly important book about one man’s courage and a nation’s shame
•	 Jaivet Ealom is the only person known to have successfuly escaped from Manus Island, and his story has 

so many twists and turns that it reads like a thriller and will attract a broad readership
•	 Will appeal to readers of Behrouz Boochani’s No Friend but the Mountains

Jaivet Ealom was born in Myanmar and now resides in Canada, where he 
has become a prominent spokesmen for the Rohingya community. He 
is studying at Toronto University and works for a company that provides 
software to non-profit organisations. Author photo © Jaivet Ealom
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memoir
THE COFFIN CONFESSOR
Bill Edgar

July 2021
Penguin
trade paperback – 320pp
rights held: World
rights sold: Poland (Jk Wydawnictwo), taiwan (fine Press), China 
(Penguin random House China)

‘I stood up, told the best mate to sit down, shut up or f**k off. That the man in the coffin had a few things to say.’

Imagine you are dying with a secret. Something you’ve never had the courage to tell your friends and family. Or a last 
wish – a task you need carried out before you can rest in peace. Now imagine there’s a man who can take care of all 
that, who has no respect for the living, and who will do anything for the dead.

Bill Edgar is the Coffin Confessor – a one-of-a-kind professional, a man on a mission to make good on last requests 
on behalf of his soon-to-be-deceased clients. And this is the extraordinary story of how he became that man. 

Bill has been many things in this life: son of one of Australia’s most notorious gangsters, homeless street-kid, 
maximum-security prisoner, family man, car thief, professional punching bag, philosopher, private investigator, victim 
of horrific childhood sexual abuse and an activist fighting to bring down the institutions that let it happen. A survivor.

As a child, he learned the hard way that society is full of people who fall through the cracks – who die without their 
stories being told. Now his life’s work is to make sure his clients’ voices are heard, and their last wishes delivered: 
the small-town grandfather who needs his tastefully decorated sex dungeon destroyed before the kids find it. The 
woman who endured an abusive marriage for decades before finding freedom. The outlaw biker who is afraid of 
nothing . . . except telling the world he is in love with another man. The dad who desperately needs to track down his 
estranged daughter so he can find a way to say he’s sorry.

Confronting and confounding, heartwarming and heartbreaking, The Coffin Confessor is a compelling story of 
survival and redemption, of a life lived on the fringes of society, on both sides of the law – and what that can teach 
you about living your best life . . . and death.

Sales points
•	 Edgar has has already been interviewed on television and radio in the US, Denmark, Brazil, Canada, 

Iceland, Japan, China and Malaysia. He’s also popular in Colombia. This is a story with universal appeal 
•	 In the tradition of Sarah Krasnostein’s The Trauma Cleaner, The Coffin Confessor will appeal to readers of 

professional confessionals and true crime
•	 Edgar has created a world-first occupation: Coffin Confessor, a job that is as honest and compelling – 

driven by a sense of justice for the deceased – as it is outrageous and controversial

Bill Edgar is the one they call ‘The Coffin Confessor’. He’s a successful businessman, 
counsellor, author and one of Australia’s leading private detectives, who’s known 
for doing what most lawyers, accountants and professionals won’t, can’t or fear: 
speak the truth of those silenced. Author photo © Glenn Hampson/Newspix
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narr atiVe non-fiC-
tion

THE SINS OF THE SHEIKH
Tom Steinfort

august 2021
Penguin
trade paperback – 352pp
rights held: World
rights sold: Poland (Wydawnictwo muZa)

Abduction, cover-ups, brutality and intimidation within the mysterious royal family of Dubai, ruled by the iron 
fist of its patriarch, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.

Dubai is feted internationally as a beacon of modernity: glittering skyscrapers, a cultural melting pot, even a new 
player in the space race. The city’s ruled by Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, an all-powerful multi-
billionaire who counts the Queen and Donald Trump as friends. His kingdom’s progressive propaganda defies a 
medieval underbelly. And nowhere is that more apparent than in the Sheikh’s own palace, where numerous women 
have now risked their lives by sounding the alarm about what’s really going on in the United Arab Emirates.

Two of the Sheikh’s daughters have attempted daring escapes from their father’s iron rule, dreaming of a better life. 
Sheikha Latifa released her own extraordinary tell-all video online, and the Sheikh’s youngest wife caused further 
scandal by laying out the Maktoum dynasty’s dirty laundry in London’s High Court.

Sheikh Mohammed’s attitudes towards women and human rights are reflected across the UAE, despite the country 
spending a fortune to promote itself as a model of harmony and equality. Here, women are still considered a 
possession. They are the ones charged if they report a rape. There is no minimum wage for workers. Corruption is 
commonplace. Censorship and propaganda are rife.

Tom Steinfort has spent years uncovering the sins of Sheikh Mohammed, and the disturbing reality of life in Dubai. 
Now, he shares the brave stories of those who have experienced the horror first hand, and trusted him to raise the 
alarm.

Sales points
•	 A true genre crossover with strong strands of true crime, spy thriller, royal intrigue and tabloid 

outrageousness
•	 This is a story with a built-in global audience 
•	 There is enourmous appetite for this story. The 60 Minutes reports have been viewed by nearly 18 million 

people around the world

Tom Steinfort is a multi-award winning journalist and full-time 
correspondent with the Australian edition of 60 Minutes.
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true Crime
CSI TOLD YOU LIES: GIVING VICTIMS A VOICE 
THROUGH FORENSICS
Meshel Laurie

august 2021
ebury australia
trade paperback – 320pp
rights held: World

A surprisingly moving account of the real forensic pathologists at the frontline of major crime and disaster 
investigations. These are the men and women whose post-mortem examinations help the dead to speak.

Meshel Laurie, host of the incredibly successful Australian True Crime podcast, speaks to the forensic pathologists, 
homicide detectives, defence barristers and victims’ families in this ground-breaking study of the ripple-effect of 
violent crime and largescale natural disaster.

Included in this extraordinary list of investigators are the team that convicted serial killer Peter Dupas and the man 
who travelled to the Netherlands as part of the victim identification team after MH17 was shot down over Ukraine. 
The incredible story of the identification of over 5000 victims of the 2004 tsunami is told by a specialist who spent 12 
months flying in and out of Thailand.

All of the forensic pathologists involved in the book are part of the team at the Victorian Institute of Forensic 
Medicine, (VIFM), a state-of-the-art facility in Melbourne created in the wake of the Lindy Chamberlain case. 
Victorian Premier John Cain was convinced of the need to fund VIFM by the overwhelming evidence that Mrs 
Chamberlain had been wrongly convicted of killing her own baby because of the failure of the forensic evidence 
presented at her trial. Since then, VIFM has become a world-leader and team members have been called upon to lead 
in every major forensic recovery operation of the last 30 years, from the mass graves of Kosovo to earthquakes in 
Timor and Turkey.

After reading this book, you’ll never read another homicide headline without thinking about the forensic pathologist 
who happened to be on call. You’ll never read another story about a murder trial or an inquest without acknowledging 
the forensic evidence and considering the brilliance and the sacrifice of the person who submitted it. You’ll never 
hear the terrible news of a disaster without imagining one of the characters in this book pulling a suitcase down from 
on top of a wardrobe and bidding farewell to their own family for who-knows-how-long.

This is the truth about forensics. Forget the movies and the TV shows. Forget the blue light and the DNA swabs 
revealing the exact time of death. None of that is real. This is the truth about forensics, day in and day out.

Meshel Laurie is a comedian and radio and television personality. She has appeared 
on Spicks and Specks, Good News Week and Rove. On KIIS 101.1 she hosts Matt & 
Meshel with Matt Tilley and The 3PM Pick-Up with Katie ‘Monty’ Dimond. She writes 
for Mamamia and is the author of The Fence-Painting Fortnight of Destiny.
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military History
SEMUT: THE UNTOLD STORY OF A SECRET ALLIED 
OPERATION IN WWII BORNEO
Christine Helliwell

July 2021
michael Joseph
trade paperback – 560pp
rights held: World

This is the story of Operation Semut, an Australian secret military operation launched by the organisation 
popularly known as Z Special Unit in the final months of World War II.

March 1945. A handful of very young Allied operatives are parachuted into the remote jungled heart of the Japanese-
occupied island of Borneo, east of Singapore, there to recruit the island’s indigenous Dayak peoples to fight the 
Japanese. Yet most speak next to no Borneo languages and know little about Dayaks, other than that they were once 
headhunters who might kill them on arrival. For their part, some Dayaks have never before seen a white face.

This is the story of Operation Semut, a secret military operation launched by the organisation popularly known as the 
Z Special Unit in the final months of World War II. Anthropologist Christine Helliwell has called on her years of first-
hand knowledge of Borneo, interviewed more than a hundred Dayak people and all the remaining Semut operatives, 
and consulted thousands of documents to piece together this astonishing story. Focusing on two of Borneo’s great 
rivers – the Baram and Rejang – the book provides a detailed history of Semut II’s and Semut III’s brutal guerrilla 
campaign against the Japanese, revealing the decisive but long-overlooked Dayak role in the operation.

This is no ordinary history. Helliwell captures vividly the terrors of the jungle into which the operatives are plunged. 
And she takes us into the lives and cavernous longhouses of the Dayaks on whom their survival depends. The result 
is a unique account of the meeting of two very different cultures amidst the savagery of the Pacific War.

Sales points

•	 Will appeal to a much broader audience than conventional military history readers 
•	 An accessible, readable, edge-of-seat account of this little known Operation, never before told
•	 Christine writes with a deft touch and is a natural storyteller
•	 Explores the astonishing bravery of this small group of eighty, mostly young Australian men on a secret 

mission in the unforgiving jungles of Borneo, while being hunted by huge numbers of army personnel

Christine Helliwell is a New Zealand-born anthropologist, author and academic, currently 
Emeritus Professor at the Australian National University. She has been carrying out 
fieldwork among Borneo’s indigenous Dayak peoples – including living with them in 
their communities for months at a time – for almost forty years, and has written widely 
on Dayak social and cultural life. Since 2014 Christine has been researching World War 
II in Borneo, with a particular interest in the special operations conducted there by the 
Australian secret organisation popularly known as Z Special Unit. As part of this research 
she has travelled extensively throughout Sarawak, in the north of the island, and spoken 
to hundreds of elderly people who still remember the war. She has also interviewed 
almost all the remaining veterans from these operations, forming friendships with several 
in the process. In 2016 she was instrumental in organising a ceremony to honour the 
men and women of SRD/ Z Special Unit, at the Australian War Memorial. In 2018 she 
co-curated an exhibition at the Memorial on SRD/Z Special Unit operations in Borneo.
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agriCulture and 
farming

WHY YOU SHOULD GIVE A F*CK ABOUT FARMING
Gabrielle Chan

august 2021
Vintage australia
trade paperback – 320pp
rights held: World

There is no ‘farmers and others’. If you eat or wear clothes, the decisions you make influence farming.

’I’m starting to think that after living on a farm for 25 years, I might now learn the art of agriculture at the age of 54. 
Because food matters. Where food comes from matters. The landscape that provides our food matters. And if you 
accept those propositions, we need a conversation about what we want from our food producers, our farmers. We 
need to think about what we want our regional landscapes to be. Because honestly, talking to farmers as I do in my 
home town and in my work, I think we could look back in a decade and find we have lost a fair chunk of middle growers. 
The in-betweeners. What we will have left is small specialised food producers who cater to niche eaters with decent 
incomes and vast entities churning out cheap food demanded by markets controlling our rural landscapes and 
our water. In that scenario, Australia would revert to the squatters’ blocks of days past – vast estates with sporadic 
populations dotted through the countryside. Which is fine, I guess, if that is what Australia wants. As long as it is an 
informed decision.’ – Gabrielle Chan  
 
Many countries have no national food security policy and no national agriculture policy. We know what has been 
going on with water allocations and there is still no national response. Those with the means and access shop at 
farmer’s markets and order their brunch referring to the origins of their eggs, bacon, butter, tomatoes and greens. 
But do they really know and understand where their food comes from? And how they can influence decisions made 
around land use, trade policy and economic future?

Sales points
•	 This is a book for both city and country, for both eaters and growers
•	 Gabrielle’s work is very accessible – full of conversations with growers, scientists, politicians, entrepreneurs 

and engaged citizens
•	 This topic is urgent. We must engage with these decisions - where does our food come from, do we mind 

who owns/runs our farms and suppliers, and what about food security?
•	 The pandemic of 2020 has shown us how hard it can be to import and export products, and the problems 

caused when countries are not growing and producing enough varieties of foodstuffs

Gabrielle Chan has been a journalist for more than 30 years. She has been a political 
journalist and politics live blogger at Guardian Australia since 2013. Prior to that she worked 
at The Australian, ABC radio, The Daily Telegraph, in local newspapers and politics. Gabrielle 
has written and edited history books, biographies and even a recipe book. The daughter 
of a Singaporean migrant, Gabrielle moved from the Canberra press gallery to marry a 
sheep and wheat farmer in 1996 - the year Pauline Hanson was first elected to federal 
parliament. She noticed the economic and cultural divide between the city and the country, 
the differences in political culture and yawning gap between the parliament and small 
town life. So in September 2017, she swapped interviews with politicians with interviews 
with ordinary people on her main street to discover why they think politics has moved so 
far from their lives. The result is Rusted Off: Why country Australia is Fed Up. In the process, 
Gabrielle draws conclusions about the current state of our rural political representation, 
the gap between city and country and how to bridge it. Author photo © Gabrielle Chan 
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He altH/lifest yle THE PROOF IS IN THE PLANTS
Simon Hill

may 2021
Penguin life australia
trade paperback – 368pp
rights held: World

All the facts and advice for anyone curious about feeling and doing better through a plant-based diet.

Our health is in crisis and so is our climate. What if there was a way of eating that could help us live healthier for 
longer and protect the future of our planet too? Evidence now shows that a plant-based diet can offer us exactly that. 

Before transitioning to a plant-based diet, Simon held many of the common misperceptions and questions. What’s 
the best diet for losing weight? Where will I get protein from? Will I lose muscle? These valid questions are all 
addressed, leaving the reader confident and ready to make changes.

By completing a master’s degree in nutrition, poring over the latest scientific papers, and producing hundreds of 
hours of his Plant Proof podcast, Simon has pursued the answers to all the questions he had. His first book will 
address the reasons we are all so confused about what to eat; evidence showing that plant-based diets reduce our 
risk for heart attacks, strokes, type 2 diabetes, cancer and dementia; the positive impact of plant-based eating for the 
climate and animal welfare, and how to build healthy and satisfying plant-based plates, and practical tips for making 
the shift.

While Simon clearly points out the benefits of a 100% plant-based diet, the book is non-judgmental and encourages 
a ‘flexitarian’ style diet.

Simon has a huge, global community of followers (his podcast has 17 million downloads) and is well known in the 
nutrition and media worlds. 

Sales points
•	 Simon has a huge and growing community of followers: 291k Instagram followers and 200k weekly podcast 

listeners. He has already been featured widely in mainstream Australian media outlets 
•	 Simon is the plant-based food contributor on Chris Hemsworth’s fitness app, Centr, and has interviewed 

Dr Michael Greger, Rich Roll, Gaz Oakley and many others 
•	 While there are many plant-based recipe books available, there is a distinct lack of books about the 

science that backs this diet and lifestyle

Simon Hill is the founder of the hugely popular Plant Proof podcast and blog of 
the same name, and a nutritionist and qualified physiotherapist. On top of his 
formal education, Simon spends hours and hours deciphering scientific studies 
so he can break down how to fuel your body to promote longevity and reduce the 
chance of developing disease while simultaneously achieving whatever health 
and fitness goals you may have. In 2019 Simon opened a plant-based restaurant, 
Eden, in his Sydney neighbourhood of Bondi. Author photo © Zac Heath
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PolitiCs/eConomiCs
A BANQUET OF CONSEQUENCES (REVISED EDITION)
Satyajit Das

march 2021
Penguin

trade Paperback – 384pp
rights held: translation
rights sold: China (CtPH)

Satyajit Das, our finest writer on the forces underlying society and the global economy, returns with a 
substantially updated edition of his 2015 classic.

Essential reading for anyone concerned about the dire future of the global economy, the deepening environmental 
crisis and the alarming deterioration of our social fabric, A Banquet of Consequences incisively explains the problems 
confronting us, how we’re making those problems worse, and what the real solutions are.

For ordinary individuals, the goal of a steady job, a home of one’s own, a comfortable retirement and a good life for 
our children is receding. In this brilliantly clear-eyed account, updated to include 150 pages of new insights and 
analysis, Satyajit Das links past, present and future to show that it’s not just unrealistic expectations, but the poor 
performance of those governing us that are to blame.

The strategies and policies deployed to promote economic growth after the Great Recession have failed, not least 
because such growth cannot continue indefinitely. The solution – structural change – is electorally unpopular and 
therefore ignored. A Banquet of Consequences explains why the ultimate adjustment, whether stretched out over 
time or in the form of another sudden crash, will be life-changing.

An internationally respected commentator on financial markets, credited with predicting the Global Financial Crisis 
and featured in the 2010 Oscar-winning documentary Inside Job, Satyajit Das is our finest writer about money and 
the global economy. Informed, impassioned, lively and witty, A Banquet of Consequences is the only book you need to 
understand what the future will bring.
 
Sales points

•	 Das, who predicted the Global Financial Crisis, returns with an incisive, alarming and plain-spoken 
account of global events since 2015, with over 150 pages of new material – including an analysis of the 
global pandemic, and what we might expect for the future

•	 Global perspective: Das draws on evidence from all around the world equally – the US, Europe, China and 
other ‘emerging markets’

Satyajit Das is a globally respected former banker and consultant with over forty 
years’ experience in financial markets. In 2014, Bloomberg nominated him as one of 
the fifty most influential financial thinkers in the world. Das presciently anticipated 
the Global Financial Crisis. Subsequently, he accurately described the evolution of 
the post-crisis world – sluggish growth, disinflation, the increasing ineffectiveness of 
policy measures and retrenchment from globalisation. He identified the increasing 
political and social dimensions of the crisis, especially the growing democracy deficit 
and the end of trust. In 2016, in the context of the SARS and Ebola epidemics, he drew 
attention to the risk of disease and the lack of preparedness to deal with a global 
health crisis. Das is the author of two international bestsellers, Traders, Guns & Money 
(2006) and Extreme Money (2011). Author photo © Thomas Gallane Photography
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autobiogr aPHy/men’s 
He altH

SHE IS NOT YOUR REHAB: ONE MAN’S JOURNEY 
TO HEALING AND THE GLOBAL ANTI-VIOLENCE 
MOVEMENT
Matt Brown

July 2021
Penguin new Zealand
trade paperback – 288pp
rights held: World

Cycles repeat until one person has the courage to say, ‘This shit stops with me.’

At My Fathers Barbers, Matt Brown offers men a haircut with a difference: a safe space to be seen and heard without 
judgement. And while he’s cut the hair of everyone from All Blacks players to members of Wu-Tang Clan, he believes 
his true calling is his work to redefine society’s view of masculinity, and to help end the cycle of domestic violence 
affecting families throughout the world.

From his barbershop chair, Matt has inspired a new generation of men to break free from abuse cycles, and those 
men have inspired him and his wife, Sarah, to create the global anti-violence movement, She Is Not Your Rehab.

In this raw and unflinching book Matt shares his own story and those of his clients, of surviving family violence and 
abuse, and how they were able to find healing and turn their lives around. He introduces the people and concepts 
that have helped him heal, and gives readers the tools they need to begin their own journeys.

She is Not Your Rehab demonstrates the power of vulnerability and honesty in addressing pain and shame, and 
shows how men – from those who struggle with abuse in their relationships to those who just want to be better 
partners – can empower themselves by taking responsibility for their own healing.

Sales points

•	 Insights, tools and tips to inspire anyone who wants to heal from pain and trauma generally
•	 She Is Not Your Rehab is an anti-violence movement with a global following of over 107K on Instagram 

alone. Their t-shirts are worn all over the world, and their White Ribbon Day campaigns attract world-wide 
media and celebrity endorsements, including Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson. Their 2020 #dearmrrock (Dear 
Mr Rock) campaign was shared over 25 million times. Matt’s powerful Tedx Talk ‘The Barbershop Where 
Men Go to Heal’ has been seen over 63K times on YouTube and over a million times on Facebook

•	 Primarily addresses men, but women will likely buy it for themselves or for men in their lives. Also ideal for 
professionals and organisations working with men/violence/abuse

Matt Brown is an internationally acclaimed barber and hair artist, and the founder of My 
Fathers Barbers, the barbershop where men go to heal. His dedication to reviving the 
craft of barbering has taken him all over the world. Matt, a New Zealander of Samoan 
descent, together with his wife Sarah (Ngapuhi/Te Rarawa), founded the anti-violence 
movement She Is Not Your Rehab, helping men to acknowledge their childhood trauma 
and take responsibility for their own healing, so that they can transform their pain, 
rather than transmitting it to those around them. Matt collaborates with community and 
government organisations in New Zealand and abroad, and hosts a men’s anti-violence 
support group from his barbershop so that men can access free therapy and support. He 
is the creator and facilitator of a barbering programme taught in men’s prisons and is a 
Corrections NZ patron. He is also an ambassador for the It’s Not OK campaign. In 2019, Matt 
outlined the kaupapa of She Is Not Your Rehab in a powerful TEDx Talk that continues to 
inspire today. He was a 2020 Westfield Riccarton Local Hero, and is currently a national 
finalist for the Kiwibank New Zealand Local Hero of the Year award. He is a proud father 
of three and resides in Christchurch, New Zealand. Author photo © Jared Yeoward
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adViCe/self-HelP

PLAN B
Shannah Kennedy

July 2021
Penguin life australia
Paperback – 224pp
rights held: World
rights sold: Hungary (Pallas athene), China (Penguin random House 
China)
rights sold previous titles: Chaos to Calm – audio (bolinda), turkey 
(egitim yayinevi); Shine – audio (bolinda), turkey (egitim yayinevi), taiwan 

The bestselling author of The Life Plan teaches us to adapt, learn, grow and thrive in a changing environment.

Life is in constant transition – sometimes at a slow pace, and other times it will hit you like a truck. When you are left 
feeling broken, lost and emotionally paralysed, or when your first plan has failed, a change of direction is required. 
Change can turn our plans, our lives and our dreams upside down. Whether you’ve faced a redundancy, dealt with a 
break-up, been in an accident, lost a loved one, had a health scare, or been impacted by an economic downturn, your 
ability to navigate through the change process and create an alternative plan will be the key to your future happiness.

Plan B is a gentle and comforting guide for when you need to turn and face the fact that Plan A is no longer there.

Shannah Kennedy has successfully pivoted during COVID-19, moving to online webinars to deliver her masterclasses 
to hundreds of people. The idea for this book came to Shannah in week one of the COVID-19 lockdown, when she 
realised that despite the world being in chaos and her business having come to a halt, she felt calm, accepting, and 
even a little excited, because she knew that she had a plan B and a plan C, and the opportunity to reset. 

As she noticed her friends and peers struggling, unable to adapt, she wanted to offer solutions – a map for how to 
progress forward. Shannah first learned to pivot when she was a sports manager working with elite Olympic athletes. 
She developed chronic fatigue sydnrome and depression and thought she would never be able to work again. Since 
then she has forged a new career as a life coach and her business is going from strength to strength.

In Plan B, she has created a simple yet powerful four-part guide that is designed to give you the confidence to 
accept, heal, grow and adapt. Full of practical tips and exercises to help you process your emotions, restore and 
recover, shift your mindset, set clear goals and take control, Plan B is your roadmap to finding happiness once again.

Sales points
•	 To date, more than 65,000 copies of The Life Plan have been sold in Australia alone
•	 In Plan B, Shannah reveals for the first time some of her own personal struggles, and the reason she can 

empathise with those going through change

Ten successful years in the corporate world made Shannah Kennedy the very definition 
of a high achiever. She worked with more than 100 world-class athletes through her 
management, PR and sponsorship roles, flitting around the globe in a role that never slowed 
down. Shannah also juggled fitness, finances, friends and relationships with her demanding 
career. And then, her body delivered a devastating reminder that she needed time to ‘breathe’ 
– that she was not a machine. Ten years on, Shannah is an Advanced Certified Coach and 
NLP Practitioner. Her ability to directly empathise with high achievers has Shannah in 
constant demand with entrepreneurs, executives, managers, celebrities and professional 
athletes. As a professional coach and author, successful business owner and sought-after 
corporate speaker, as well as a wife, mother, runner, investor and hobby creator, Shannah 
has mastered the art of balance. She offers her clients, and now her readers, an opportunity 
to achieve simplicity, structure and success in life. Author photo © Susan Bradfield
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Parenting
WHY FIRST-BORNS RULE THE WORLD AND LATER-
BORNS WANT TO CHANGE IT
Michael Grose

June 2021
Penguin life australia
trade paperback – 304pp
rights held: World
rights sold: russia (Portal), China (CitiC)

A fully revised and updated edition of the ground-breaking national bestseller, about how birth order impacts 
you, your family, your friends and your colleagues.

There are many factors affecting a child’s personality and the adult they become, but the least understood is birth 
order.   

Why is it that children in a family can share the same gene pool, a similar socio-economic environment and 
experience similar parenting styles yet have fundamentally different personalities, interests and even different 
careers as adults? Birth order! The implications for parents, teachers and adults involved with children are many. 

First published in 2003 to great acclaim, this fully revised and updated edition seeks to increase the reader’s 
understanding of birth order theory, including the impact of a child’s broader social environment and the rise of the 
standard two-child family, where the second-born is simultaneously the last-born. It will enable you to delve a little 
deeper and look for the constellation of positions within a family, giving you a clearer picture of your own quirks and 
ambitions, along with those of your siblings, children, partner, workmates, friends and colleagues.

Addressing multiple births, children with a disability, genetic engineering, blended families, gender balance, only 
children and birth-order balance in the workplace, parenting expert and father of three Michael Grose challenges 
parents to raise each child differently according to his or her birth order.

Sales points
•	 There is no other birth order book in the market like this one. Grose offers a unique way of understanding 

you, your family, and others around you
•	 Once you start discussing birth order, you can’t stop!
•	 Not just aimed at parents. This is a much broader book, and will help you understand yourself and those 

around you
•	 Anxious Kids, the 2019 bestseller that Michael co-wrote with Dr Jodi Richardson, has been licensed in 

China, Russia, Germany, Romania, Taiwan and Poland

Michael Grose is one of Australia’s leading parenting and educational writers and 
speakers. He is the author of nine books for parents. Currently he supports over 
1500 schools in Australia and internationally to build strong partnerships with their 
parent communities. Michael was recently elevated to the PSA Speaker Hall of Fame 
when he won the Educator Award for Excellence. He was the first person to conduct 
a parenting seminar for nation leaders when he ventured into Parliament House, 
Canberra, in 2004 and addressed politicians on both sides of the political fence 
about how to behave so your children will too! Author photo © Michelle Pragt
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f inanCe/self-HelP SHE’S ON THE MONEY
Victoria Devine

June 2021
Penguin life australia
trade paperback – 240pp
rights held: World

The ultimate millennial money guide, from the creator of the hit finance podcast She’s On The Money.

Through her phenomenally popular and award-winning podcast, She’s on the Money, Victoria Devine has built an 
empowered and supportive community of women finding their way to financial freedom. 

Honest, relatable, non-judgemental and motivating, Victoria is a financial adviser who knows what millennial life is 
really like and where we can get stuck with money stuff. (Did someone say ‘Afterpay’…?) 

So, to help you hit your money goals without skimping on brunch, she’s put all her expert advice into this accessible 
guide that will set you up for a healthy and happy future. 

Learn how to be more secure, independent and informed with your money – with clear steps on how to budget, 
clear debts, build savings, start investing, buy property and much more. And along with all the practical information, 
Victoria will guide you through the sometimes-tricky psychology surrounding money, so you can establish the values, 
habits and confidence that will help you build your wealth for the long term.

Just like the podcast, the book is full of real-life money stories from members of the She’s on the Money community 
who candidly share their experiences, wins and lessons learned to inspire others to turn their stories around, too. 
And with templates and activities throughout, plus a twelve-month plan to get you started, you can immediately put 
Victoria’s recommendations into action in your own life. 

You are not alone on your financial journey, and with the money principles in this book you’ll go further than you ever 
thought possible.

Victoria Devine is a multi-award-winning financial adviser who is transforming the way 
millennials think about money. With a background in behavioural psychology, her own 
financial advisory business, Zella, and a chart-topping podcast, Victoria understands 
what makes her generation tick and knows how to make hard-to-understand concepts 
fun, fresh and relatable. Victoria has been a guest speaker at events and featured in 
publications such as The Financial Standard, Vogue, Business Chicks 9 to Thrive, ABC 
News, RMIT Future of Financial Planning, Mamamia, Elle magazine, Yahoo Finance and 
many more. If you can’t find her, chances are she’s at home with an oat latte in one hand 
and her Old English Sheepadoodle, Lucy, in the other. Author photo © Miranda Stokke
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Parenting/fertilit y
MAYBE BABY: NAVIGATING THE EMOTIONAL 
JOURNEY THROUGH ASSISTED FERTILITY
Sue Saunders

June 2021
Penguin new Zealand
Paperback – 288pp
rights held: World

There is much information available on the processes required when you need help with conception. But what 
about the other side – the emotions and decisions that must be made along this journey?

Many people find the road to having a family is not the smooth one they always expected. Whether there is an 
unforeseen  physical problem, the lack of a suitable partner, or no problem that can be diagnosed, many people wind 
up seeking help. 

Pamphlets and brochures are handed out, but there is also a whole world of emotions and decisions to be worked 
through by all those involved, and this book explores that aspect of this complex process. 

From coming to terms with not being able to provide your partner with a child that belongs to just the two of you, or 
cultural resistance to the idea of IVF or donors, to the growing numbers of single women and same-sex couples who 
wish to become parents every bit as much as heterosexual couples, this book looks into the range of options and 
emotions to be thought about, with the long-term good of the hoped-for child always at front of mind.

The author, who went through her own infertility trauma, later worked as a counsellor at a fertility clinic for almost 20 
years, and has talked to many people in many different circumstances, shares a wide range of experiences in these 
pages.

Sales points
•	 Saunders has been on both sides of the infertility experience, suffering from infertility herself before going 

on to train and work as a counsellor
•	 Not just for those going through treatment, but also for friends and family who want to know how to 

support them

Sue Saunders is a trained counsellor who has worked for a major fertility clinic in 
New Zealand for 19 years. Prior to that she worked as a senior lecturer in Human 
Resources and Communication at Wellington College of Education, and as a 
counsellor at Wellington School of Medicine. She has a BA from Otago University, 
a Diploma of Education and a Masters in Guidance and Counselling.
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business
UNDISRUPTABLE
Ian Whitworth

June 2021
Penguin life australia
trade paperback – 256pp
rights held; World
rights sold: korea (b-storage)

Leading business blogger and entrepreneur Ian Whitworth explains how to succeed on your own terms in today’s 
relentless work world.

Ian Whitworth built national companies from nothing. Coronavirus hammered some of them flat. Yet he’s fine with 
that. Because when the chaos is swirling and shit is getting real, there’s opportunity. Now is the time to put yourself 
in control – where no boss or virus can take you down. 

So many talented people want to give it a shot, yet they’re held back by the big business myths. But success is 
simpler than your crusty CEO wants you to think. Ian built his businesses on simple rules, Year 6 maths, basic 
decency and no jargon. It generated profits that made the bank people say: ‘We’ve never seen anything like this 
before.’ 

Ian’s advice is so readable that many of his readers have no interest in commerce, they just like his dry humour and 
guidance on living a better life. He takes you step-by-step through the whole entrepreneur experience, from the day 
you open the doors through to when you pay others to run the place for you. 

There are 60 short and often surprising chapters in the trademark style of his popular ‘Motivation for Sceptics’ blog, 
from ‘Your Success Goals Are Built on Lies’ to ‘Business Whack-A-Mole Skills’ and ‘Remote Work Sucks Unless You’re 
Old’. 

Whether you’re running your own business, leading someone else’s or freelancing, Undisruptable is the only 
handbook you need. And one you’ll actually enjoy reading to the end.

Sales points
•	 Entertaining and useful, this is a business book you will actually want to read
•	 For readers of Mark Manson and Tim Ferriss – straight talking, digestible and a couterintuitive take on 

world and business topics
•	 The book so many of us need as we wonder how to ride the waves of change and regain some level of 

control in our lives

Ian Whitworth is a Sydney entrepreneur who is testament to the fact that any fool can 
do it. Failed vet student, amusement ride operator, audiovisual technician, he had to 
start his own advertising agency so he could give himself the creative director job he 
yearned for. It won some awards, though, and helped him start audiovisual business 
Scene Change, partly to test marketing ideas that his corporate clients felt were too weird. 
It worked, becoming a successful national firm in the event industry, a sector smashed 
worse than most by COVID. Ian’s blog, ‘Motivation For Sceptics’, provides an honest and 
darkly amusing window into the reality of entrepreneur life. His writing also appears in The 
Sydney Morning Herald, The Age and Smart Company. Author photo © John Marmaras
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memoir FROM THE CENTRE
Patricia Grace

may 2021
Penguin new Zealand
Hardcover – 304pp
rights held: World

The remarkable memoir of a remarkable writer.

With the publication of Waiariki in 1975, the first collection of published short stories written by a Māori woman, 
Patricia Grace was well on the way to being regarded as an iconic figure in contemporary world literature and in 
Māori literature in English.

Sometimes branded as a political writer, Grace has been accused of sowing racial disharmony, despite the fact that 
she simply wrote about the ordinary people she knew and about her experiences growing up Māori in loving, tight-
knit communities. 

Potiki, her most celebrated work, told the David and Goliath story of a small Māori community fighting to save their 
ancestral lands from the avaricious hands of property developers. Initially reviews were mixed and her use of Te 
Reo through the book was criticised as intending to alienate readers. Last year, Potiki was re-issued in Britain as a 
Penguin Classic.

Later, in a strange occurrence of ‘life imitating art’, Grace was compelled to fend off a government attempt to seize 
her land in Hongoeka Bay. She eventually won a high-profile legal battle to stop the government forcing her to sell 
the land.

It is beside her beloved Hongoeka Bay that Patricia Grace begins her remarkable memoirs. It’s the place she has 
returned to throughout her life, and the battle she fought for it is just one of many she has faced. Those battles 
began early:

‘It was when I first went to school that I found out that I was a Maori girl . . . I found that being different meant that 
I could be blamed . . .’ As she shows, her experiences — good and bad, joyous and insightful — have fuelled what 
became a focus of her life: ‘I had made up my mind that writing was something I would always do.’

Beginning with her grandparents and parents, Patricia Grace walks us through her childhood, her education, 
marriage and up to the present day. She touches on the prejudices she had to face which made her stronger, and her 
love for family and for ancestral land. With photographs and quotes from her books scattered throughout, From the 
Centre is the touching and self-deprecating life story of a Māori woman, teacher and remarkable writer.

‘We live by the sea, which hems and stitches the scalloped edges of the land.’

Patricia Grace is one of New Zealand’s most celebrated writers. She has published 
seven novels and seven short-story collections, as well as a number of books for 
children and works of non-fiction. Among numerous awards, she won the Goodman 
Fielder Wattie Book Award in 1986 for the much-loved Potiki, which also won the New 
Zealand Fiction Award in 1987. She was longlisted for the Booker Prize in 2001 with 
Dogside Story, which won the Kiriyama Pacific Rim Fiction Prize. Tu won the 2005 
Montana New Zealand Book Awards Fiction Prize and the Deutz Medal for Fiction and 
Poetry. Patricia was born in Wellington and lives in Plimmerton on ancestral land, in 
close proximity to her home marae at Hongoeka Bay. Author photo © Grant Maiden
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memoir FAKING IT: MY LIFE IN TRANSITION
Kyle Mewburn

may 2021
Penguin new Zealand
trade paperback – 272pp
rights held: World

Candid, funny and emotionally powerful, this is Kyle Mewburn’s true story of growing up transgender.

Kyle Mewburn grew up in the sunburnt, unsophisticated Brisbane suburbs of the 1960s and 70s in a household with 
little love and no books, with a lifelong feeling of being somehow wrong – like ‘strawberry jam in a spinach can’.

In this book, Kyle describes this early life and her journey to becoming her own person – a celebrated children’s book 
author, a husband and, finally, a woman. She shares the dreams, the prejudice and the agony of growing up trans 
and coming out, the lengthy physical ordeal of facial feminisation surgery, and her experiences as a woman – good, 
bad and creepy.

This is a heartbreaking, often hilarious, candid true story about what it means to hide from yourself, your partner and 
the world, and then to attain the freedom and acceptance of being yourself. A story with bittersweet beauty, relevant 
for anyone wanting to know and understand the trans experience – or anyone wanting to discover who they are and 
what they are meant to be.

Sales points
•	 A funny, gentle, beautiful memoir that anyone can enjoy 
•	 Kyle has a gift for self-deprecating humour, even when describing painful experiences
•	 Will apeal to fans of David Sedaris, Augusten Burroughs and Alison Bechdel 
•	 An insight into the experience of being transgender, and how it feels to grow up in the ‘wrong’ body

Kyle Mewburn is an award-winning children’s writer. Born and raised in Brisbane, 
Australia, Mewburn now lives in New Zealand in Central Otago with her wife, in a house 
with a grass roof. Faking It: My Life in Transition is her true life story and her first book 
for adults. Kyle has written numerous children’s picture books and chapter books, 
including Old Hu-Hu (winner of the 2010 NZ Post Book of the Year Award) and Kiss! 
Kiss! Yuck! Yuck! (winner of the NZ Post Best Picture Book Award, and a 2007 Storylines 
Notable Picture Book). In 2005 she won the Joy Cowley Award. She is a well-known 
speaker at schools and literary festivals, and was the 2011 University of Otago College of 
Education Creative New Zealand Children’s Writer in Residence. She was President of 
the New Zealand Society of Authors from 2012-2016. Author photo © Naomi Arnold
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true Crime
BANQUET: THE UNTOLD STORY OF ADELAIDE’S 
FAMILY MURDERS
Debi Marshall

august 2021
Vintage australia
trade paperback – 352pp
rights held: World

Only one suspect has been charged and convicted for The Family Murders of Adelaide, the City of Corpses. 
Award-winning investigative journalist Debi Marshall interrogates these cold cases.

Debi Marshall believes it is time to expose all the messy business that lies behind the sophisticated facade of 
Adelaide. The bodies in the barrel, the body in the deep freeze, the bodies in the Torrens, the disappearance of the 
Beaumont children – Debi brings these crimes together as she goes places most writers will not go, putting herself 
face-to-face with psychopaths and in front of top cops, scientists and judiciary.

After the Foxtel and podcast series Frozen Lies aired, many sources revealed new information that led Debi to return 
to South Australia to read court transcripts, follow up untapped leads and conduct some spine-chilling interviews.

This book takes aim at big targets from government, public service and the judiciary and will for the first time reveal 
details provided by confidential sources.

Sales points
•	 For fans of true crime everywhere
•	 Debi Marshall is a Walkley Award-winning investigative journalist who shows no fear, ever
•	 The Family Murders is one of Australia’s most horrific crimes and with only one person serving a sentence, 

it is well-accepted that other perpetrators remain in the community. Debi is determined to see them 
charged and tried

•	 After Debi published The Family Court Murders, police re-opened the investigation and have charged and 
convicted the perpertrator she nominated. The ABC is currently developing this book into a TV series

Debi Marshall is a journalist, television producer and author who lives in Hobart. She 
specialises in true crime and has written eight books. Each combines her excellent 
storytelling skills with her forensic approach to accurate research. Her book Justice in 
Jeopardy helped overturn Australia’s double jeopardy laws. At all times, despite frequent 
personal danger and threats, she has been motivated to seek truth and justice and 
has worked with the highest ethical considerations to tell dark and challenging stories. 
Her book on the notorious Snowtown serial murders, Killing for Pleasure, won the 2007 
Ned Kelly award for Best True Crime. Debi Marshall always sets out to establish a bond 
of trust with victims and their families, and with witnesses who come forward to tell 
her their stories. Working as a producer with Channel 7’s Sunday Night program she 
investigated the Family Court Murders of 1980 – 1985, then conducted further research 
to write The Family Court Murders. Leonard Warwick was subsequently arrested over 
these matters. Debi has also been a tutor in journalism at the University of Technology, 
Sydney and as a teacher of media at college. Her other books include The House of 
Hancock and The Devil’s Garden. Her books have twice been long-listed for a Walkley 
Award and she won a Walkley Leadership Award in 2015. Author photo © Debi Marshall
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illustr ated/Humour DAD MAN WALKING
Toby Morris

august 2021
Penguin
trade paperback – 104pp
rights held: World

The ups and downs of dad life, as drawn by award-winning cartoonist Toby Morris.

Toby: What do dads do?

Kid: Drink a lot of beer.

Honest and real, warts and all, here are the ups and downs of modern dad life as drawn by award-winning cartoonist 
(and dad) Toby Morris.

With over 100 full-colour pages of Toby’s unmistakable, original artwork, this cool little hardcover opens a window into 
the world of being a modern dad, from the sweetest, loveliest, warm hearted-est bits to the f@*%ing annoying bits. 
Hilarious, moving and relatable, it’s the ultimate gift for the Dad Man Walking in your life.

Sales points
•	 Beautiful gift format, just like Ruby Jones’s bestselling All Of This Is For You. Perfect for Father’s Day
•	 Toby’s art is hilariously true to life, and parents will deeply relate
•	 Especially relatable to the Dads of the present day, but the grand-dad generation is not forgotten, and the 

book features hilarious cartoons of 70s and 80s dads too
•	 Toby has strong social media followings (7.5k Twitter followers and 3.5k on Instagram)
•	 Toby’s art has become well-known for its heart and humour. He talks about feeligs and important things 

without weighing down the page 

Toby Morris is an award-winning illustrator, comic artist and author of the successful 
non-fiction comic series The Side Eye on the Spinoff and The Pencilsword on RNZ. With 
Toby Manhire, he is half of the Toby & Toby duo. He has written several children’s books 
including Capsicum, Capsi Go, The Day The Costumes Stuck, Don’t Puke On Your Dad and 
the graphic novel Te Tiriti O Waitangi, and developed artwork for musicians including The 
Beths, Beastwars, Neil and Liam Finn, Ladyhawke and Phoenix Foundation, and for diverse 
brands including Allbirds, L&P, Good George – even the Edmonds Baking Powder box!
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adult PublisHing 
te ams 

ABOUT THE ADULT PUBLISHING TEAMS
Penguin random House australia

Justin Ractliffe
Publishing Director

Justin Ractliffe is the Publishing Director at Penguin Random House Australia. His previous role was 
Managing Director of Hachette Australia and he has held a variety of senior executive roles across 
publishing. Australian authors he has worked with include Geraldine Brooks, Shaun Tan, Maggie 
Beer, Peter FitzSimons and Michael Robotham. He is the recipient of the 2019 Copyright Agency’s 
Cultural Fund Publisher Fellowship and published his report ‘Instinct, Input and Insight: Reader-
centricity in publishing’ in October of that year.

Nikki Christer
Publisher at Large

Nikki Christer is Publisher at Large at Penguin Random House Australia. Authors she works with 
include Peter Carey, Tim Winton, Anna Funder, Richard Flanagan, Elliot Perlman, Chloe Hooper, 
Stephanie Alexander and Evie Wyld. In 2014, Richard Flanagan’s The Narrow Road to the Deep North 
won the Man Booker Prize. Nikki also sits on the board of the Sydney Writers’ Festival.

Beverley Cousins
Publisher, Commercial Fiction

Before moving to Australia with her family in 2007, Beverley Cousins had twenty years of 
experience in London publishing (first for Pan Macmillan and then Penguin Books UK). Following 
a year’s secondment with Penguin Australia, she moved to Random House Australia as Fiction 
Publisher. During her career she has published a number of brand-name authors, including 
Minette Walters, Colin Dexter and Janet Evanovich, and currently looks after bestselling authors 
Judy Nunn, Loretta Hill, Deborah Rodriguez, Nicole Alexander, Candice Fox and M.L. Stedman, 
among others.

Meredith Curnow
Publisher, Literary Fiction

Meredith Curnow is a literary publisher working across Knopf, Vintage and Hamish Hamilton,  
publishing fiction and non-fiction. The authors she is delighted to work with include Thomas 
Keneally, Julia Gillard and Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Yassmin Abdel-Magied, Philipp Meyer, David Malouf, 
Kate Forsyth, Tara June Winch and Kathy Lette. Meredith is involved in a number of fellowship 
programs. She is also a member of the board of youth arts organisation Express Media.

Alison Urquhart 
Publisher, Non-Fiction

Alison Urquhart is a commercial non-fiction publisher. Before joining Penguin Random House, 
Alison was Associate Publisher, Non-Fiction at HarperCollins Australia. She has also worked as a 
literary agent, both in Britain and Australia. Alison broadly publishes across the areas of history, 
military history, sport, true crime, memoir and biography. She publishes many bestselling authors, 
including Jesse Fink and Turia Pitt, and highly acclaimed historians Paul Ham, Mike Carlton and 
Garry Linnell.
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Penguin random House australia Continued

Ali Watts
Publisher, Commercial Fiction and Commercial Non-Fiction

Ali Watts is a publisher of commercial fiction and select non-fiction, publishing into our Penguin 
and Michael Joseph imprints. With over twenty-five years’ experience at Penguin, she has 
worked with some of Australia’s most beloved and successful writers and personalities. She has 
a particular passion for commercial fiction, and her internationally bestselling authors include 
Monica McInerney, Fiona McIntosh, Katherine Scholes, Megan Goldin, Josephine Moon and Kyle 
Perry.

Sophie Ambrose
Publisher, Non-Fiction

Sophie Ambrose moved to Australia from England in 1998 and joined Penguin Books Australia. 
In 2002 she moved to Random House Australia as a Senior Editor, then Managing Editor, 
Commissioning Editor and now Publisher. In her various roles she has worked with some of 
Penguin Random House’s biggest authors across all genres. She currently focuses on memoirs, 
parenting books, gift books and self-help.

Isabelle Yates
Head of Penguin Publishing Lab

Having previously worked at Penguin Random House UK, Izzy has been commissioning non-fiction 
at Penguin Random House Australia for over five years. Her areas of interest are pop culture, health 
and wellbeing, self-help and personal development, lifestyle and cookery. She is always on the 
lookout for inspiring books with a valuable application to real life, and runs the Penguin Publishing 
Lab which focuses on books informed by consumer insight and trends. Izzy’s authors include 
Professor Valter Longo, plant-based nutritionist Simon Hill, comedian Nat’s What I Reckon and the 
creators of the hit podcast Shameless, Michelle Andrews and Zara McDonald.

Brandon VanOver
Commissioning Editor

Brandon VanOver moved from Curtis Brown in the US to Random House Australia in 2004, starting 
as Editorial Assistant and eventually becoming a Senior Editor and then the Managing Editor at 
Penguin Random House Australia. After a time as Associate Publisher, Non-Fiction, at Simon & 
Schuster Australia, Brandon returned to PRH in 2020 as a Commissioning Editor, focusing on 
narrative non-fiction, memoir, sport, popular culture, history, true crime and humour.

Radhiah Chowdhury
Commissioning Editor

Radhiah Chowdhury has worked as a children’s editor with Scholastic Australia, Allen & Unwin 
and Giramondo, before joining the PRH Australia audio program in 2019. She is currently a 
commissioning editor in the Young Readers and Adult teams, with a focus on inclusive publishing. 
Radhiah is also the recipient of the 2019-2020 Beatrice Davis Editorial Fellowship, awarded for her 
ongoing research project: ‘It’s hard to be what you can’t see: Diversity Within Australian Publishing’.



a
d

u
l

t
 P

u
b

l
is

H
in

g
 t

e
a

m
s

 

22

f
r

a
n

k
f

u
r

t
 2

0
2

1

Margaret Sinclair
Publisher, General Non-Fiction

Margaret Sinclair commissions general trade non-fiction titles, including cookbooks, lifestyle, health 
and wellbeing, heartland and parenting titles. She also works with a range of organisations including 
charities, schools and corporates to produce professional and attractive books for and about them. 
She has worked for several publishers in New Zealand and the UK over the last thirty years, including 
Heinemann Educational, Macmillan, Fodor’s and Random House.

Harriet Allan
Publisher, Fiction

Harriet Allan has been working for Penguin Random House and its earlier incarnations for over thirty 
years. She publishes many of New Zealand’s pre-eminent writers, including Fiona Kidman, Owen 
Marshall, Witi Ihimaera and Charlotte Grimshaw, among numerous others who regularly feature 
on the New Zealand bestseller list. Over the years her authors have won the New Zealand Book 
Awards, the Montana Book Awards, the New Zealand Post Awards and the Best First Book in the 
Commonwealth Writers Prize, and several have been shortlisted for the prestigious Frank O’Connor 
Award. She publishes both literary and commercial fiction under the imprints of Penguin, Vintage 
and Black Swan. She also publishes Young Adult fiction.

Claire Murdoch
Head of Publishing

As Head of Publishing, Claire Murdoch directs the Penguin Random House New Zealand list across 
non-fiction, fiction and children’s books. With broad experience in the Australian and New Zealand 
book trade, including roles at Allen & Unwin, Te Papa Press and PRH, her books have won dozens 
of awards. Claire has particular expertise in illustrated non-fiction and art books, Maori books, 
popular culture, biography and memoir. Her authors include Chelsea Winter, Ruby Jones and Kyle 
Mewburn.

Penguin random House neW Zealand




