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Michael Trant is a West Australian country boy now residing in Perth after a variety of 
careers ranging from farmer to marine draftsman to pastoralist. Michael writes with 
an authentic rural voice, drawing on his experiences to open readers to places and 
lifestyles foreign to many. He has a passion for farming, writing, and gaming, the order 
of which vary throughout the year. He still works on farms as a tractor driver, mainly to 
annoy those teachers who claimed no one would pay him to stare out a window all day 
His debut novel Ridgeview Station was published in 2017. Author photo © JJ Gately

A page-turning action thriller set in the outback, introducing Australia’s answer to Jack Reacher.

In the drought-ridden rangelands of Western Australia, Gabe Ahern makes his living trapping wild dogs for local 
station owners. 
 
Still coming to terms with his wife’s death and the part he played in it, the old bushman leads a solitary life. Until 
one morning, when he rescues a young Afghan man, Altair, from certain execution. 
 
Now, with a gang of people smugglers on his tail and the lives of Altair’s family on the line, Gabe is drawn into a 
ruthless game of cat and mouse. The scope of the people smuggling operation is growing to include cops, drug 
trafficking and forced labor. Gabe’s main opponent is Chase Hunter, a kangaroo hunter with bush skills as wily and 
sharp as his own. 
 
As the old dogger and roo-shooter go head to head, Gabe will need all his cunning to come out of this alive. Wild 
dogs are not the only dangers roaming in these parts. 

A fast-moving, nail-biting crime thriller set in the deepest outback of Western Australia, featuring an engaging and 
unlikely hero in bushie Gabe Ahern.

Sales points
•	 A fast-paced action thriller that will appeal to fans of Harlan Coben and Adrian McKinty
•	 Also for fans of Australian rural crime authors like Chris Hammer, Jane Harper and Kyle Perry 
•	 Wild Dogs has been described as ‘Chris Hammer crossed with Lee Child crossed with Mystery Road’

WILD DOGS
Michael Trant
february 2022
Bantam australia
trade paperback – 352pp
rights held: World

crime/ thriller
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Justin Smith is a Melbourne writer, journalist and broadcaster. He’s a columnist with the 
Melbourne Herald Sun and a weekly guest on Channel Seven’s Sunrise program and 
Sky News. Justin has had a long career in radio as a presenter and executive producer. 
He has hosted national programs, and was the Drive host on Sydney’s 2UE. He has 
won multiple awards for journalism and broadcasting. Author photo © John Pallot

This summer, an unlikely hero is about to rewrite history.

It’s the summer of 1984, and Sergeant Roy Cooper is a 48-year-old policeman in the small country town of Penguin 
Hill. He’s been batting for his local cricket club for decades, and he’s a statistical miracle. He’s overweight, he makes 
very few runs, he’s not pretty to watch, but he’s never been dismissed. 
 
Roy’s story is discovered by Donna Garrett, a renowned sports columnist from a Melbourne newspaper who’s forced 
to write under the male pseudonym of ‘Don’ Garrett to be taken seriously. That summer, the West indies are touring 
Australia, and Australia is getting flogged. The Australian people’s love of cricket is lower than it’s ever been. But 
Donna’s columns on Roy Cooper ignite a new passion, and soon there’s pressure to select him for the national team. 
 
There’s pushback from the cricket establishment, particularly from an old grump called Sir Walter Grant who once 
played for Australia. And Roy’s life is more complicated than it first appears. He’s been having an affair with the 
groundsman of the Penguin Hill Cricket Club, Barry Midwinter, and the two meet every Sunday under the pretence 
of restoring an EH Holden. 

Roy is selected to play for Australia, and the people are about to discover that when it comes to sporting miracles, 
anything is possible. One R Cooper might just find a way to write himself into sporting history.  
 
Cooper Not Out is a heart-warming comic novel set within real events of 1984. It’s a story of how things that seem 
ordinary can be magnificent, a reminder of how much sport can mean to us, and it’s about the agony of pretending 
to be something you’re not.

Sales points
•	 Comic crossover fiction, a perfect summer read for an ‘uplit’ commercial audience
•	 For fans of Nick Hornby and Graeme Simsion, and for cricket fans everywhere!
•	 Written in a fresh and engaging prose, with a tender love story at its heart
•	 A story about an underdog overcoming the odds

COOPER NOT OUT
Justin Smith
January 2022
michael Joseph
trade paperback – 320pp
rights held: World

fic tion
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Born in Bosnia & Herzegovina in 1984, Ennis Ćehić lives and works between Melbourne 
and Sarajevo. Since 2007 he has been working in the advertising industry as a copywriter 
and brand strategist. His writing focuses on ideas of displacement, creativity, identity 
and existentialism. His work, including essays, fiction and memoir has been published in 
literary journals and publications including The Age, Meanjin, Assemble Papers, Matters 
Journal, Overland, Kill Your Darlings, Going Down Swinging and The Lifted Brow. From 2014 
Ćehić was a member of the West Writers Group Program, a collective of writers selected 
by the Emerging Writers’ Festival and Footscray Community of Arts Centre to amplify 
stories and voices from Melbourne’s west, where he grew up after migrating to Australia 
in 1997 from Germany (where he and his family lived as refugees for five years following 
the Bosnian War of the 1990s). In 2018 Ćehić was selected as an inaugural recipient of the 
Next Chapter writers scheme by judges Christos Tsiolkas, Benjamin Law, Maxine Beneba 
Clarke and Ellen van Neerven. He was mentored by Nam Le. Author photo © Phillip Huynh

An electrifying debut collection of short stories from a young writer who traverses culture, genre and form and 
speaks to our moment in unexpected ways.

A mindbending debut collection of stories that explore the existential dramas of the global creative industry, 
consumerism and social media. With hints of satire and fantasy, Sadvertising reflects the absurdity of today’s 
modern condition. 

A man grows tired of his open-plan office and builds a fort made of stationery. A woman’s euphoria at finally 
achieving Desktop Zero is quickly replaced with despair. A group of copywriters dream of being poets, and a 
disillusioned sales executive overthinks his think piece. In the mind-bendingly upside-down world of Sadvertising, 
iPhones have feelings, brands come to life, creative directors disappear into parallel universes and lowly freelancers 
become immortal. It’s a world where gods, ghosts and muses stalk the corridors of bland and placeless offices, and 
the wondrous exists alongside the mundane.

Punchy and direct, these satirical fables are box-fresh and shot through with pitch-black humour, existential dread 
and late capitalist yearning for meaning. They grapple with love and loneliness, art and commerce, dream and 
reality, and the intersection of internet culture and personal identity. 

Simultaneously ironically detached and deeply humane, Ćehić is an unforgettable new literary voice.

Sales points
•	 Will appeal to fans of Lydia Davis, Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah, George Saunders and Black Mirror
•	 Ćehić developed this collection as part of the Wheeler Centre’s Next Chapter scheme, after being 

selected as an inaugural recipient and mentored by Nam Le, critically acclaimed author of The Boat
•	 Could be described as flash- or micro-fiction – of the 53 stories, the shortest is just 22 words and the 

longest 5,527

SADVERTISING
Ennis Ćehić
march 2022
Vintage australia
trade paperback – 176pp
rights held: World

liter ary fic tion
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SomeoneKilled
Has

Family
In My

Everyone

author endorsment to go around about here

Benjamin    Stevenson

Benjamin Stevenson is an award-winning stand-up comedian and author. He has 
sold out shows from the Melbourne International Comedy Festival all the way to the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival and has appeared on ABCTV, Channel 10, and The Comedy 
Channel. Off-stage, Benjamin has worked for publishing houses and literary agencies 
in Australia and the USA. He currently works with some of Australia’s best-loved authors 
at Curtis Brown Australia. He is also the author of Greenlight (shortlisted for the Ned 
Kelly First Fiction Award) and Either Side of Midnight. Author photo © Monica Pronk

Agatha Christie and Arthur Conan Doyle meet Knives Out and The Thursday Murder Club in this fiendishly 
clever blend of classic and modern murder mystery.

I was dreading the Cunningham family reunion even before the first murder. Before the storm stranded us at the 
mountain resort, snow and bodies piling up. The thing is, us Cunninghams don’t really get along. We’ve only got one 
thing in common: we’ve all killed someone. 
 
MY BROTHER 
MY STEP-SISTER 
MY WIFE 
MY FATHER 
MY MOTHER 
MY SISTER-IN-LAW 
MY UNCLE 
MY STEP-FATHER 
MY AUNT 
ME

Ernie Cunningham, a teacher and crime fiction aficionado, is a reluctant guest at a family reunion held in a 
snowbound mountain retreat. Three years ago, Ern witnessed his brother, Michael, kill a man and immediately 
shopped him to the police. This was a betrayal no one in his well-known crime family could forgive and for the last 
few years Ernie has been shunned by his relatives. But now they are all gathered at the Sky Lodge Mountain Retreat 
to welcome Michael back into the fold after his release from prison.

However, on the eve of Michael’s release, the body of a man is found frozen on the slopes. While most assume the 
man simply collapsed and died of hypothermia during the night, Ern and his step-sister Sofia spot a strange detail 
– the man’s airways are clogged with ash. He appears to have died by fire . . . in a pristine snowfield . . . without a 
single burn mark on him. With the local police officer, PC Darius Crawford, soon overwhelmed by the death of the 
man no one can identify, Ernie begins his own investigation. Particularly when Sofia points out that the death has 
the same MO as The Black Tongue serial killer recently in the papers… 

It’s up to Ern to discover whether one of his family is a serial killer, before his whole family end up dead…

EVERYONE IN MY FAMILY HAS KILLED SOMEONE
Benjamin Stevenson
april 2022
michael Joseph
trade paperback – 352pp
rights held: World
rights sold previous titles: Greenlight – north america (sourcebooks), 
united kingdom (hachette), audio (audible); Either Side of Midnight – 
audio (audible)

crime/mystery
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James McKenzie Watson won the 2021 Penguin Literary Prize for his novel Denizen, 
which also received a 2021 Varuna Residential Fellowship, a 2021 KSP Fellowship, 
and was highly commended for the 2020 Writing NSW Varuna Fellowships. His 
short fiction has been recognised in competitions including the International 
InkTears Flash Fiction Contest and the Grieve Writing Competition. He co-hosts 
the writing and health podcast James and Ashley Stay at Home and works as a 
critical care nurse in regional New South Wales. Author photo © Will Watson

Winner of the 2021 Penguin Literary Prize. 

Denizen is an Australian gothic literary thriller that explores rural Australia’s simultaneous celebration of harsh 
country and stoic people – a tension that forces its inhabitants to dangerous breaking points.

On a remote property in western New South Wales, eight-year-old Parker fears that something is wrong with his 
brain. His desperate attempts to control this internal chaos spark a series of events that gallop from his control in 
deadly and devastating ways.

Years later, Parker, now a father himself, returns to the bushland he grew up in for a camping trip with old friends. 
When this reunion descends into chaos amid revelations of unresolved fear, guilt and violence, Parker must finally 
address the consequences of his childhood actions.

More information to come!

‘Denizen is a novel everyone will be talking about. It’s equal parts gripping, devastating and gut-wrenching as it 
tackles a myriad of meaty themes including fatherhood, mental illness, and the ruggedness of rural Australia; both 
its people and the landscape. It’s one part literary thriller, another part psychological study, blended powerfully and 
uncompromisingly. I can’t wait to read it again in its final polished form.’  
– Simon McDonald, Penguin Literary Prize Judges report

In addition to winning the 2021 Penguin Literary Prize, Denizen was highly commended in the Writing NSW Varuna 
Fellowships 2020, and shortlisted for the national Kingdom of IronFest Author in Residence 2017 title. It was also 
awarded a 2021 Katharine Susannah Prichard Residential Fellowship.

Now in its fourth year, the Penguin Literary Prize was launched to find, nuture and develop new Australian authors 
of literary fiction.

DENIZEN: WINNER OF THE PENGUIN LITERARY PRIZE
James McKenzie Watson
July 2022
Viking
trade paperback – 352pp
rights held: World

liter ary fic tion
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Owen Marshall, described by Vincent O’Sullivan as  ‘New Zealand’s best prose writer’, is 
an award-winning novelist, short story writer, poet and anthologist. Awards for his fiction 
include the New Zealand Literary Fund Scholarship in Letters, fellowships at Otago and 
Canterbury universities, and the Katherine Mansfield Memorial Fellowship in Menton, 
France. In 2000 he became an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit (ONZM) for services 
to literature, in 2012 was made a Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit (CNZM) and 
in 2013 received the Prime Minister’s Award for Literary Achievement in Fiction. In 2006 he 
was invited by the French Centre National du Livre to participate in their Les Belles Etranges 
festival and subsequent tour, anthology and documentary. Author photo © Jackie Jones 

New work from the master of the short story.

Whenever I think of coming to punish my father, it’s always in a strong wind, and that’s blowing now as I drive up the 
long, unsealed track to the house and sheds. 
 
So begins one of Owen Marshall’s superbly subversive stories. He offers up a wide range of subjects, from untimely 
deaths to unusual discoveries made about friends or neighbours, from burnishing an overseas trip to a tale about 
saving a business venture. 
 
With over ten years since his last collection of new stories, Marshall explores his fellow New Zealanders, bringing his 
wisdom and wry eye to his vivid, insightful scenes.

Places bring back people, people bring back places, and both conjure the cinema of your past.

Sales points
•	 Marshall is widely considered to be New Zealand’s finest living short-story writer along with Fiona Kidman
•	 Marshall’s stories appeal to those interested in New Zealand fiction, particularly tourists, as he captures 

the landscape, voice, small towns, people, and wry humour so beautifully
•	 ‘Coming Home in the Dark’, the first story from Marshall’s previous collection, was recently made into a 

feature film, selected for Sundance

Praise for Owen Marshall
’Owen Marshall has established himself as one of the masters of the short story’  
– Livres Hebdo, Paris

‘I find myself exclaiming over and again with delight at the precision, the beauty, the near perfection of his writing.’  
– Fiona Kidman, bestselling author of All the Way to Summer

‘Quite simply the most able and the most successful exponent of the short story currently writing in New Zealand.’  
– Michael King

RETURN TO HARIKOA BAY
Owen Marshall
august 2022
random house nZ Vintage
trade paperback – 320pp
rights held: World
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Jenny Pattrick is an acclaimed historical novelist, whose novel The Denniston Rose 
and its sequel Heart of Coal are among New Zealand’s biggest-selling novels. They 
have also been republished in an illustrated edition. The former teacher and jeweller’s 
works include the Whanganui novel Landings, and Inheritance, set in Samoa, which 
along with all her adult titles have been number one bestsellers in New Zealand. In 
2009 she received the New Zealand Post Mansfield Fellowship. She has been active 
in the arts community, and has also written stories, songs and shows for children.

The eagerly awaited new blockbuster historical title from the bestselling author of the Denniston Rose trilogy.

1839. Huw Pengellin is desperate to find a better life for his family than the one he ekes out in his home country of 
Wales. His wife, Martha, looks down upon his foolhardy schemes, but she too wants to escape the foundry slums, 
and the roving eyes of Huw’s brother Gareth. Huw starts looking to Colonel Wakefield’s plans to travel to the distant 
shores of New Zealand as a solution. 
 
On the other side of the world, Hineroa, a Māori woman, is also desperate to find a better life. As she watches the 
new arrivals, she fears that the British ships bring further trouble.
 
Change is underway, not just for Huw and Hineroa but also for the crescent beach, thick bush and steep hills that is 
about to become the bustling settlement of Wellington.

Harbouring is the story of a Welsh couple and a Māori woman in search of a new life.

Jenny Pattrick has a huge readership, with sales of The Denniston Rose at over 60,000 in Australia and New Zealand 
alone.

Praise for Jenny Pattrick
‘Pattrick is one of [New Zealand’s] most talented storytellers.’  
– Nikki Pellegrino, author

‘Pattrick creates an authentic stage for a cast of characters who interact in ways that always ring true.’  
– The Christchurch Press

‘It is not surprising that she is one of NZ’s most popular contemporary novelists and this fine piece of historical 
fiction will further enhance that well-deserved reputation.’  
– Graham Beattie

HARBOURING
Jenny Pattrick
april 2022
random house nZ Black swan
trade paperback – 304pp
rights held: World

historic al fic tion
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James Norcliffe is is an award-winning poet and writer, and the author of several children’s 
fantasy books celebrated for their unexpected plot twists and magical wit. He has won 
awards and residencies, most recently the 2018 Creative New Zealand Randall Cottage 
Writer in Residence in Wellington. His children’s novel The Loblolly Boy was published in 
New Zealand, the United States and Australia, and won the 2010 NZ Post Junior Fiction 
Award and a Storylines Notable Junior Fiction award. The Loblolly Boy & the Sorcerer was a 
finalist in the Junior Fiction category of the 2012 New Zealand Post Book Awards for Children 
and Young Adults, as was The Pirates and the Nightmaker in 2015. Twice Upon a Time was 
published in 2017, and The Revenge of the Tooth Fairy, the first of his novels featuring 
wicked Mallory, in 2020. Author Photo Credit: © Sharon Bennett and Unversity of Otago

Why did the princess throw the frog against the wall? A novel about a disappearance, searching for love and the 
power of stories.

A disappearance. An infatuation. The Frog Prince is an intriguing, multi-layered novel giving us a story, within a 
story, within a story. 
 
We might recall the kiss between the frog prince and the princess, but not necessarily the part where the princess 
angrily flings the frog against the wall. 
 
What was that all about?
 
At an international school in France, the young teacher Cara Bernstein gives her explanation in a novel she’s been 
writing about the Brothers Grimm. 
 
It doesn’t seem relevant to Cara’s own story, and that of her New Zealand boyfriend David Cunningham. But when 
Cara disappears, will David be able to put the stories together to understand what has happened?
 
And will any of the princesses and frogs be united happily ever after?

A modern-day love story gone wrong, an early nineteenth-century story about the Brothers Grimm that has another 
love story that goes wrong, and the curious fairy story of the Frog King, also known as Iron Henry.

Sales points
•	 A multi-layered story with a page-turning mystery at its core. What happened to the missing woman? 

Where has she gone, and why?
•	 Norcliffe’s first adult novel – Norcliffe is an acclaimed poet and author of short stories and children’s 

books 
•	 Explores storytelling itself and the nature of fairytales, the Brothers Grimm and how they collected 

stories, fake news, romance and disillusionment

THE FROG PRINCE
James Norcliffe
february 2022
random house nZ Vintage
trade paperback – 304pp
rights held: World

fic tion
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crime/ thriller CUTTERS END
Margaret Hickey

august 2021
Bantam australia
trade paperback – 352pp
rights held: World

A scintillating crime thriller, set in the South Australian outback town of Cutters End. A mysterious death on New 
Year’s Eve 1989 leads to a shocking murder investigation 32 years later . . .

A desert highway. A remote town. A murder that won’t stay hidden.

New Year’s Eve, 1989. Eighteen-year-old Ingrid Mathers is hitchhiking her way to Alice Springs. Bored, hungover and 
separated from her friend Joanne, she accepts a lift to the remote town of Cutters End.  

July 2021. Detective Sergeant Mark Ariti is seconded to a recently reopened case, one in which he has a personal 
connection. Three decades ago, a burnt and broken body was discovered in scrub off the Stuart Highway, 300km 
south of Cutters End. Though ultimately ruled an accidental death, many people – including a high-profile celebrity 
– are convinced it was murder. When Mark’s interviews with the witnesses in the old case files go nowhere, he has no 
choice but to make the long journey up the highway to Cutters End.

And with the help of local Senior Constable Jagdeep Kaur, Mark soon learns that this death isn’t the only unsolved 
case that hangs over the town...

‘A pacy, atmospheric thriller that joins the ranks of Australian outback noir’ – Jock Serong, author of The Rules of 
Backyard Cricket

Sales points
•	 Very exciting debut author entering the hugely popular rural crime genre 
•	 Upmarket crime in the vein of Jane Harper, Peter Temple, Chris Hammer and Sarah Bailey
•	 Perfect for fans of Wolf Creek
•	 Captivating rural crime that transports the reader to a small isolated town in the South Australian outback
•	 Historical references to infamous cases of the 1980s and 1990s such as Ivan Milat and Lindy Chamberlain
•	 A feminist angle on the crime genre, exploring domestic violence and the treatment of women in police 

investigations 
•	 Margaret Hickey is a promotable author with a literary background. She is also a playwright, and a regular 

guest at festivals

Margaret was born in London to Australian parents and grew up in small country 
towns across Victoria. She studied in Melbourne and has travelled extensively through 
the Middle East, South America, Asia and Europe. Margaret has been shortlisted and 
has won prizes in awards including the Grace Marion Emerging Writer’s prize and the 
Victorian Regional Writing prize. Her plays have been performed in Melbourne (La 
Mama), Brisbane, New York and regional Victoria. Margaret holds a PhD in Creative 
writing, specialising in depictions of landscape in Australian literature. A La Trobe 
valedictorian, her PhD was nominated for the Nancy Millis award for excellence in 
thesis writing. She works as a lecturer, teacher and public presenter and is a regular 
guest on ABC radio. Margaret lives in the North East of Victoria with her husband and 
three sons in a house on the edge of a gorge. Author photo © Benjamin Dowsley
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Kyle Perry is a drug and alcohol counsellor based in Hobart, Tasmania. He has 
grown up around the Tasmanian bush and seas, with the landscape a key feature 
of his writing and his spare time. He loves the sea, and his entire leg is covered 
in ocean tattoos. His debut novel, The Bluffs, has been translated into five 
languages. It was shortlisted for the Dymocks Book of the Year and the Indie’s 
Debut Fiction Book of the Year, and was longlisted for the Australian Book Industry 
Awards’ General Fiction Book of the Year. Author photo © Graham King

From the bestselling breakout author of The Bluffs comes a heart-stopping new thriller set on the rugged coast 
of Tasmania about modern-day pirates, family bonds and betrayals, and the dangers that lurk in the deep…

If you encounter the Black Wind while out there at sea, all you can do is race back to shore. There’s no predicting it, 
no sailing it, no living with it. And if you’re a Dempsey, it can play tricks on your mind. . .

On the Tasman Peninsula, nestled amidst the largest sea-cliffs in the southern hemisphere, is Shacktown. Here 
the Dempsey family have run a drug ring for generations, using the fishing industry and the deadly Black Wind 
as cover. But when thirteen-year-old Forest Dempsey walks out of the ocean, bruised and branded, everything 
is imperilled – because Forest has been believed dead for the last seven years. Mackerel Dempsey, out of jail on 
strict bail conditions, is trying to change his fate, doing his best to keep out of trouble before his next court date. 
His cousin Ahab has renounced the family altogether, in favour of working to keep the town and its fragile tourism 
economy safe. But in their search for answers about Forest, both Mackerel and Ahab can’t help but be drawn back 
into the underworld. What on earth happened to the boy all those years ago? And does it have anything to do with 
the infamous drug kingpin Blackbeard, who is rumoured to be moving in on Shacktown? 

When secrets long thought buried at sea wash up on shore, generations of the Dempsey family must stand up for 
what they believe in, even if it means sacrificing everything. But in the gritty fight between right and wrong, blood 
isn’t always thicker than water, and everyone is at risk of being pulled under...
 
Sales points

•	 The Bluffs was a smash hit last year, selling over 15k copies in Australia since publication in July, and has 
so far been licensed in five translation territories

•	 Gritty, contemporary Australian crime, perfect for fans of Jane Harper and Chris Hammer 
•	 Kyle is a young, up-and-coming Australian talent with a big career ahead of him
•	 Kyle is already working on his next two books, The Wild (July 2022) and The Den (July 2023)

THE DEEP
Kyle Perry
July 2021
michael Joseph
trade paperback –  368pp
rights held: World
rights sold: estonia (uhinenud), the netherlands (harpercollins)
rights sold previous titles: The Bluffs – Germany (atrium), the netherlands 
(harpercollins), romania (lebada neagra), estonia (uhinenud), czech 
republic (host)
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crime/ thriller

MIRROR MAN
Fiona McIntosh

June 2021
michael Joseph
trade paperback – 416pp
rights held: World
rights sold previous titles: The Champagne War – Germany (Blanvalet); 
The Diamond Hunter – united kingdom (ebury), Germany (Blanvalet), 
lithuania (alma littera; The Pearl Thief – united kingdom (ebury), italy 
(newton compton); The Tea Gardens – united kingdom (ebury), lithuania 
(alma littera)

On the streets of England, a hunter is on the loose.

Bestselling author Fiona McIntosh’s third crime fiction novel featuring the beloved DCI Jack Hawksworth. 

‘There is a connection, Jack. Find it, or you’ll never find him.’  

Police are baffled by several deaths, each unique and bizarre in their own way – and shockingly brutal. Scotland Yard 
sends in its crack DCI, the enigmatic Jack Hawksworth, who wastes no time in setting up Operation Mirror. His chief 
wants him to dismiss any plausibility of a serial killer before the media gets on the trail.

With his best investigative team around him, Jack resorts to some unconventional methods to disprove or find a link 
to the gruesome deaths. One involves a notorious serial killer from his past, and the other, a smart and seductive 
young journalist who’ll do anything to catch her big break. 

Discovering he’s following the footsteps of a vigilante and in a race against time, Jack will do everything it takes to 
stop another killing – but at what personal cost for those he holds nearest and dearest? By the bestselling author 
of Bye Bye Baby and Beautiful Death (as well as her many bestselling historical fiction novels) comes this heart-
stopping new thriller that questions whether one life is worth more than another.

Sales points
•	 The third in the DCI Jack Hawksworth series, Mirror Man also works as a standalone
•	 Highly compelling police procedurals, with a dark underbelly, from a blockbuster author with a huge 

following
•	 Fiona’s fans are known to read widely across genres and this will be no exception 

Fiona McIntosh is an internationally bestselling author of novels for adults and 
children. She co-founded an award-winning travel magazine with her husband, 
which they ran for fifteen years while raising their twin sons before she became 
a full-time author. Fiona roams the world researching and drawing inspiration 
for her novels, and runs a series of highly respected fiction masterclasses. 
She calls South Australia home. Author photo © Anne Stropin
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THE SPY’S WIFE
Fiona McIntosh

november 2021
michael Joseph
trade paperback – 448pp
rights held: World
rights sold previous titles: The Champagne War – Germany (Blanvalet); 
The Diamond Hunter – united kingdom (ebury), Germany (Blanvalet), 
lithuania (alma littera; The Pearl Thief – united kingdom (ebury), italy 
(newton compton); The Tea Gardens – united kingdom (ebury), lithuania 
(alma littera)

Fiona McIntosh is back with a sweeping escapist adventure-romance set in World War II.

Levisham, Yorkshire, 1935.

Evie, a stationmaster’s eldest daughter in a sleepy hamlet of northern England, runs the local cafeteria. She bakes 
the same cake each day – a favourite with the regular travellers – and helps her father to keep the station winning 
awards and running on time. While Evie is perceived as a mild woman without ambition, she devours the news and is 
deeply engaged with the happenings of the world. 

When Roger Hall starts visiting frequently to go rambling on the moors, he catches the eye of Evie’s younger sister. 
While jesting over his wastage of the cherries he picked out and discarded from her cake, Evie apologises for her 
sister’s flirtatious behaviour. Evie and Roger begin to look out for each other, eventually acknowledging the strong 
attraction that has erupted and surprising everyone with the relationship that develops towards marriage. 

As Hitler’s rhetoric heats up in Germany and the looming war becomes regular conversation, people are warned by 
the government to be on their guard for anything unusual. Authorities soon release news that an enemy spy is in 
their region. Local police can offer no clues as to who the spy might be, except that he doesn’t like glacé cherries, 
which were found left behind among cake crumbs at a secret lookout.  Evie is shocked. She has just become engaged 
to Roger Hall and yet, helplessly, she suspects he is the German spy. 

When she contacts police and confronts him, she is devastated to learn the reason why he would betray Britain. 
It is now up to her to plead his case with Whitehall, who plans to have him executed quickly for treason. And her 
audacious plan to save his life and to defy Hitler is irresistible to the British Government... 

Sales points
•	 Evocatively described English setting – the very best way to armchair travel 
•	 Fiona McIntosh has sold over 680,000 copies in Australia and New Zealand alone 
•	 As well as being an incredibly successful commercial fiction author, Fiona is also the author of adult 

fantasy titles (published by HarperCollins) with rights sold in France, and has also written titles for children
•	 Her books The Tea Gardens, The Chocolate Tin and The Perfumer’s Secret have all been shortlisted or 

longlisted in the ABIA awards

Fiona McIntosh is an internationally bestselling author of novels for adults and 
children. She co-founded an award-winning travel magazine with her husband, 
which they ran for fifteen years while raising their twin sons before she became 
a full-time author. Fiona roams the world researching and drawing inspiration 
for her novels, and runs a series of highly respected fiction masterclasses. 
She calls South Australia home. Author photo © Anne Stropin
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SHOWTIME!
Judy Nunn

september 2021
William heinemann australia
trade paperback – 400pp
rights held: World
rights sold previous titles: Maralinga – united kingdom (Piatkus), france 
(Groupe le Geste), Germany (kruger Verlag); Floodtide – Germany (kruger 
Verlag); Pacific – united kingdom (Piatkus), Germany (kruger Verlag); Kal 
– czech republic (alpress); Elianne – france (Groupe le Geste)

Comedy, tragedy, passion and betrayal, both onstage and off... 

Judy Nunn’s new novel will take you from the cotton mills of England to the magnificent theatres of Melbourne, on a 
scintillating journey through the golden age of Australian showbusiness.

‘So, Will, are you going to come with me and my team of merry performers to the sunny climes of Australia, where the 
crowds are already queuing and the streets are paved with gold?’

In the second half of the 19th century, Melbourne is a veritable boom town, as hopefuls from every corner of the globe 
flock to the gold fields of Victoria. And where people crave gold, they also crave entertainment. 

Enter stage right: brothers Will and Max Worthing and their wives Mabel and Gertie. The family arrives from England 
in the 1880s with little else but the masterful talents that will see them rise from simple travelling performers to 
sophisticated entrepreneurs.

Enter stage left: their rivals, Carlo and Rube. Childhood friends since meeting in a London orphanage, the two men 
have literally fought their way to the top and are now producers of the bawdy but hugely popular ‘Big Show Bonanza’. 
The fight for supremacy begins!

Waiting in the wings: Comedy, tragedy, passion and betrayal; the 1890s economic depression, the Spanish Flu 
pandemic and the horrors of World War I… 

Sales points
•	 Judy Nunn is a master at the telling of history, and at bringing past eras alive
•	 Features a colourful cast of theatrical characters
•	 A return to the multi-generational historical genre that made Judy’s name
•	 Judy’s most recent novel, Khaki Town, has sold over 100,000 copies in Australia

After combining her internationally successful acting career with scriptwriting for 
television and radio, Judy Nunn decided in the 90s to turn her hand to prose. Her 
first three novels, The Glitter Game, Centre Stage and Araluen, set respectively in the 
worlds of television, theatre and film, became instant bestsellers, and the rest is history, 
quite literally in fact. She has since developed a love of writing historically-based 
fiction and her fame as a novelist has spread rapidly throughout Europe, where she 
is published in English, German, French, Dutch, Czech and Spanish. Her subsequent 
bestsellers, Kal, Beneath the Southern Cross, Territory, Pacific, Heritage, Floodtide, 
Maralinga, Tiger Men, Elianne, Spirits of the Ghan, Sanctuary and Khaki Town confirmed 
Judy’s position as one of Australia’s leading fiction writers. She has now sold over 
one million books in Australia alone. In 2015 Judy was made a Member of the Order of 
Australia for her ‘significant service to the performing arts as a scriptwriter and actor 
of stage and screen, and to literature as an author.’ Author photo © David Hahn
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Drawing from her life as a rural midwife, Fiona McArthur shares her love of working 
with women, families and health professionals in her books. In her compassionate, 
pacey fiction, her love of the Australian landscape meshes beautifully with warm, funny, 
multigenerational characters as she highlights challenges for rural and remote families, 
and the strength shared between women. Happy endings are a must. Fiona is the 
author of non-fiction book Aussie Midwives, and lives on a farm with her husband in 
northern New South Wales. She was awarded the NSW Excellence in Midwifery Award 
in 2015 and the Australian Ruby Award for Contemporary Romantic Fiction in 2020.

The heartwarming new medical rural romance from the bestselling author of The Bush Telegraph. 

They’d bought a stock and feed store called, of all things, The Farmer’s Friend. 

Gracie could tell Jed thought it a great name. Farmers stick together. I like it. 
 
Jed and Gracie’s move to Featherwood brings big dreams and open hearts, despite the drought around them. The 
ready-made rural store even comes with an ancient homestead overlooking the river, albeit one requiring some TLC. 
Gracie is expecting, and they’re eager to put down family roots in the tiny community. 
 
Midwife Nell has fled her life in Sydney, hoping to start afresh on a small farm away from prying eyes and gossip. 
She strives to go unnoticed, but that proves near impossible when she meets charismatic Gracie and Jed, and the 
unpredictable, attractive Liam, who has as much emotional baggage as Nell does herself. 
 
Jed’s store becomes the meeting place for the town’s colourful characters, people who’d do anything for 
their neighbours and friends. As Gracie’s due date draws close, tensions rise between her and Jed when his 
impulsiveness strains their precarious financial situation. As a bushfire ravages the region, the whole town comes 
under threat, putting relationships and lives on the line. 
 
Can quiet achievers, unexpected heroes, and a valley of part-time fire-fighters and farmers help Featherwood rise 
again? 
 
By the bestselling author of The Bush Telegraph comes a moving and uplifting drama about what it really means to 
be a community and learning that best friends can also make the best family.

THE FARMER’S FRIEND
Fiona McArthur
august 2021
michael Joseph
trade paperback – 352pp
rights held: anZ + translation

rur al fic tion
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f ic tion
DOUBLE HELIX
Eileen Merriman

august 2021
rhnZ Black swan
trade paperback – 366pp
rights held: World

rights sold prevoius titles: Pieces of You – turkey (indigo); A Trio of 
Sophies – Germany (oetinger Verlag) 

A gripping medical drama from the bestselling author of The Silence of Snow.

Would you want to know what awaits you? Would you want to be in control of your life . . . and death? What would you 
do for love? 

Sooner or later, willingly or unwillingly, he’s going to leave you . . . The words cut deep. Emily knows Jake is not like 
his father, he’d never leave her willingly. But if he has inherited the tainted genes of his mother, then Huntington’s 
disease is more than likely to take him away. He may even make the same request his mother made when Jake 
Heremaia was still a teenager: to end the suffering for good.

Sales points
•	 Eileen Merriman’s novel Moonlight Sonata was longlisted for the 2020 Ockham New Zealand Award
•	 A revealing insight into the pressures faced by doctors
•	 An accessible exploration of complex ethical issues, reminiscent of the works of Jodi Picoult 

Praise for Moonlight Sonata
•	 ‘The plot is propulsive … only the most disciplined of readers will put the book down and turn the light off at a 

sensible time of night’ – Weekend Herald
•	 ‘The pivotal emotions are those of love and foreboding. Merriman does an excellent job of concealing the 

dreadful climax until the end, a climax that when it happens, feels entirely right’ – Otago Daily Times

Eileen Merriman’s first three young adult novels, Pieces of You, Catch Me When You 
Fall, and Invisibly Breathing were finalists in the NZ Book Awards for Children and 
Young Adults in 2018 and 2019, and both Pieces of You and Catch Me When You Fall 
are Storylines Notable Books. Her first adult novel, Moonlight Sonata, was released 
in July 2019, with reviewers calling it ‘skilfully crafted’, and a ‘carefully layered and 
thoughtful drama, with beautifully observed and believable Kiwi characters’. Her other 
awards include runner-up in the 2018 Sunday Star-Times Short Story Award, third 
for three consecutive years in the 2014-2016 Sunday Star-Times Short Story Awards, 
second in the 2015 Bath Flash Fiction Award, commended in the 2015 Bath Short Story 
Competition, and first place in the 2015 Graeme Lay Short Story Competition. She 
works full-time as a consultant haematologist. Author photo © Colleen Lenihan
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f ic tion CRAZY LOVE
Rosetta Allan

august 2021
Penguin new Zealand
trade paperback – 304pp
rights held: World

When love is stretched almost to breaking point.

‘Dear Sir Robert Muldoon, 
It’s been quite some time, hasn’t it? I would send best wishes for your health and that of your wife, if doing so wasn’t 
completely ridiculous. If writing another letter wasn’t completely ridiculous. But I do hope you are well, just as I do for 
my dog who passed not so long ago.’

So Vicki begins her second letter to Robert Muldoon. It’s been 28 years since she last wrote to him, when he was alive 
and Prime Minister, and she was asking why it was so hard for people like her, who had to live off a pie a day because 
that was all they could afford. As she writes to him again now, she is desperately alone, lying awake at two in the 
morning seeking answers, and once again it is Robert she turns to. 

Vicki recounts her life from when she first wrote, living with her ‘loser-boyfriend’, having failed basic army training 
because of complications from a rushed abortion. She was staying in a rundown boarding house with an assortment 
of no-hopers, people she called ‘Dire-Straiters.’  Then she met and fell in love with the irrepressible Billy, and as the 
two began to make money, start a business and a family, buy an expensive house and mix with different crowds, the 
past seemed to be far behind them. That is, until the global financial crisis hit and they lost nearly everything.

But they still have each other. They can survive this, start again, make a new home in smaller house, and reinvent 
themselves with art and writing. But Billy has an unpredictable side that can sometimes go overboard. They’ve 
survived so much together, but can they survive Billy’s bipolar episode that makes him intent on pulling them apart?

Sales points
•	 A moving, believable and extremely readable love story
•	 Brings insight into the impact of bipolar disorder, not only on the sufferer but also on close family and 

friends
•	 Captures 1980s Auckland and the global financial crisis, up to the COVID lockdown, as well as a range of 

New Zealanders, from gang members to the well-heeled, arty crowd
•	 A multi-award winning author, Rosetta Allan completed a residency at the Museum of Nonconformist Art 

in Russia

Rosetta Allan is a writer of prose and poetry. Her work is widely anthologised, and she has 
published two volumes of poetry, Little Rock (2007) and Over Lunch (2010). Her first novel, 
Purgatory, was published by Penguin in 2014 and was selected by Apple Books as one of 
the best reads of that year. Rosetta has received the Kathleen Grattan Poetry Award, the 
Metonymy Best Poem Award, a South Pacific Pictures Emerging Writers’ Lab internship, a 
Sir James Wallace Master of Creative Writing Scholarship, and a Michael King Writers Centre 
Emerging Writers Residency, and is the 2019 University of Waikato & Creative New Zealand 
Writer in Residence. In 2016, she was the first New Zealander to take up the St Petersburg Art 
Residency, located within the Museum of Nonconformist Art in Russia where she spent time 
researching her second novel, The Unreliable People. Author photo © Colleen Maria Lenihan
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crime/ thriller STICKS AND STONES
Katherine Firkin

June 2020
Bantam australia
trade paperback – 400pp
rights held: World

A terrifying, twisty debut from news journalist Katherine Firkin. It’s time for a killer to leave his mark...

Penguin Random House Australia is delighted to have recently acquired world rights in Katherine Firkin’s crime novels, 
Sticks and Stones and The Girl Remains. 

‘Lisa Gardner meets Harlan Coben in this impressive debut that’s as disturbing as it is twisty. Firkin takes readers into 
the mind of a killer like no one else!’ – Charlie Donlea

It’s winter in Melbourne and Detective Emmett Corban is starting to regret his promotion to head of the Missing 
Persons Unit, as the routine reports pile up on his desk. So when Natale Gibson goes missing, he’s convinced this 
is the big case he’s been waiting for – the woman’s husband and parents insist the devoted mother would never 
abandon her children, and her personal accounts remain untouched. But things aren’t all they seem. The close-knit 
Italian family is keeping secrets – none bigger than the one Natale has been hiding. Just as the net seems to be 
tightening, the investigation is turned on its head. The body of a woman is found . . . and then another.

What had seemed like a standard missing person’s case has turned into a frightening hunt for a serial killer, and time 
is running out. But to really understand these shocking crimes, Emmett and his team will need to delve back through 
decades of neglect – back to a squalid inner-city flat, where a young boy is left huddling over his mother’s body . . .

Sales points
•	 An assured, chilling debut with plenty of twists that will keep readers guessing until the final page
•	 Inspired by the criminal trials Katherine has covered as a reporter, this novel explores how a killer is formed 

by childhood circumstances
•	 Perfect for fans of Dervla McTiernan and Candice Fox, and serial killer novels like The Chalk Man
•	 Firkin is a huge new talent with excellent media contacts across the globe

Praise for Sticks and Stones  
‘A crisp police procedural that shows its characters in both darkness and light . . . A suspenseful, assured debut for 
fans of Sarah Bailey and Chris Hammer.’ 
– Books + Publishing

‘This twisted and thrilling novel is a must-read for any fan of true crime.’ 
– Stellar Magazine

Katherine Firkin is a Melbourne journalist, currently with CBS New York. She has over a 
decade of experience and has worked across every medium – print, online, television 
and radio. During this time, she covered some of Victoria’s most notorious criminal 
affairs, including the death and funeral of underworld figure Carl Williams. She has 
also worked for Seven West Media (7 News, 7 Sport), 3AW Radio, the Nine Network’s 
Today show, and Network Ten, and has been a regular international correspondent 
for multiple global outlets. Her debut novel, Sticks and Stones, was inspired by 
the many criminal trials she has covered. Author photo © Adam Rosenberg

NEW TO PRH AU RIGHTS LIST
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crime/ thriller THE GIRL REMAINS
Katherine Firkin

may 2021
Bantam australia
trade paperback – 368pp
rights held: World

In a small coastal town, the discovery of human bones on an isolated beach has reawakened a twenty-year-old 
case.

Penguin Random House Australia is delighted to have recently acquired world rights in Katherine Firkin’s crime novels, 
Sticks and Stones and The Girl Remains. 

On the evening of September 22, 1998, three teenage girls venture out for a night of mischief in the coastal town of 
Blairgowrie. But only two return. 

For over twenty years, the disappearance of fifteen-year-old Cecilia May remains a baffling cold case. Until human 
bones are discovered on an isolated beach. 

Now it’s up to Detective Emmett Corban and his team to dig up decades of trauma, and find the missing piece of an 
investigation that’s as complex as it is tragic. Does the answer lie with the only suspect, a registered sex offender who 
confessed, then immediately provided a rock-solid alibi? Or with the two teen survivors – neither of whom can keep 
their story straight?

The police aren’t the only ones hunting for the truth: someone else has arrived in the seaside town. And she’s 
prepared to do whatever it takes to find her own version of justice…

Sales points
•	 Crime thriller with a strong police lead, perfect for fans of Dervla McTiernan, Ian Rankin, Val McDermid  

and Candice Fox
•	 A sequel to Sticks and Stones but also works as a standalone 
•	 Firkin is a huge new talent with excellent media contacts across the globe 
•	 Like many popular television crime dramas such as Broadchurch, The Girl Remains features a cast of 

compelling characters with fully formed backstories that are woven into the investigation

Katherine Firkin is a Melbourne journalist, currently with CBS New York. She has over a 
decade of experience and has worked across every medium – print, online, television 
and radio. During this time, she covered some of Victoria’s most notorious criminal 
affairs, including the death and funeral of underworld figure Carl Williams. She has 
also worked for Seven West Media (7 News, 7 Sport), 3AW Radio, the Nine Network’s 
Today show, and Network Ten, and has been a regular international correspondent 
for multiple global outlets. Her debut novel, Sticks and Stones, was inspired by 
the many criminal trials she has covered. Author photo © Adam Rosenberg

NEW TO PRH AU RIGHTS LIST
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adult PuBlishinG 
te ams 

ABOUT THE ADULT PUBLISHING TEAMS
PenGuin random house australia

Justin Ractliffe
Publishing Director

Justin Ractliffe is the Publishing Director at Penguin Random House Australia. His previous role was 
Managing Director of Hachette Australia and he has held a variety of senior executive roles across 
publishing. Australian authors he has worked with include Geraldine Brooks, Shaun Tan, Maggie 
Beer, Peter FitzSimons and Michael Robotham. He is the recipient of the 2019 Copyright Agency’s 
Cultural Fund Publisher Fellowship and published his report ‘Instinct, Input and Insight: Reader-
centricity in publishing’ in October of that year.

Nikki Christer
Publisher at Large

Nikki Christer is Publisher at Large at Penguin Random House Australia. Authors she works with 
include Peter Carey, Tim Winton, Anna Funder, Richard Flanagan, Elliot Perlman, Chloe Hooper, 
Stephanie Alexander and Evie Wyld. In 2014, Richard Flanagan’s The Narrow Road to the Deep North 
won the Man Booker Prize. Nikki also sits on the board of the Sydney Writers’ Festival.

Beverley Cousins
Publisher, Commercial Fiction

Before moving to Australia with her family in 2007, Beverley Cousins had twenty years of 
experience in London publishing (first for Pan Macmillan and then Penguin Books UK). Following 
a year’s secondment with Penguin Australia, she moved to Random House Australia as Fiction 
Publisher. During her career she has published a number of brand-name authors, including 
Minette Walters, Colin Dexter and Janet Evanovich, and currently looks after bestselling authors 
Judy Nunn, Loretta Hill, Deborah Rodriguez, Nicole Alexander, Candice Fox and M.L. Stedman, 
among others.

Meredith Curnow
Publisher, Literary Fiction

Meredith Curnow is a literary publisher working across Knopf, Vintage and Hamish Hamilton,  
publishing fiction and non-fiction. The authors she is delighted to work with include Thomas 
Keneally, Julia Gillard and Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Yassmin Abdel-Magied, Philipp Meyer, David Malouf, 
Kate Forsyth, Tara June Winch and Kathy Lette. Meredith is involved in a number of fellowship 
programs. She is also a member of the board of youth arts organisation Express Media.

Alison Urquhart 
Publisher, Non-Fiction

Alison Urquhart is a commercial non-fiction publisher. Before joining Penguin Random House, 
Alison was Associate Publisher, Non-Fiction at HarperCollins Australia. She has also worked as a 
literary agent, both in Britain and Australia. Alison broadly publishes across the areas of history, 
military history, sport, true crime, memoir and biography. She publishes many bestselling authors, 
including Jesse Fink and Turia Pitt, and highly acclaimed historians Paul Ham, Mike Carlton and 
Garry Linnell.
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PenGuin random house australia continued

Ali Watts
Publisher, Commercial Fiction and Commercial Non-Fiction

Ali Watts is a publisher of commercial fiction and select non-fiction, publishing into our Penguin 
and Michael Joseph imprints. With over twenty-five years’ experience at Penguin, she has 
worked with some of Australia’s most beloved and successful writers and personalities. She has 
a particular passion for commercial fiction, and her internationally bestselling authors include 
Monica McInerney, Fiona McIntosh, Katherine Scholes, Megan Goldin, Josephine Moon and Kyle 
Perry.

Sophie Ambrose
Publisher, Non-Fiction

Sophie Ambrose moved to Australia from England in 1998 and joined Penguin Books Australia. 
In 2002 she moved to Random House Australia as a Senior Editor, then Managing Editor, 
Commissioning Editor and now Publisher. In her various roles she has worked with some of 
Penguin Random House’s biggest authors across all genres. She currently focuses on memoirs, 
parenting books, gift books and self-help.

Isabelle Yates
Head of Penguin Publishing Lab

Having previously worked at Penguin Random House UK, Izzy has been commissioning non-fiction 
at Penguin Random House Australia for over five years. Her areas of interest are pop culture, health 
and wellbeing, self-help and personal development, lifestyle and cookery. She is always on the 
lookout for inspiring books with a valuable application to real life, and runs the Penguin Publishing 
Lab which focuses on books informed by consumer insight and trends. Izzy’s authors include 
Professor Valter Longo, plant-based nutritionist Simon Hill, comedian Nat’s What I Reckon and the 
creators of the hit podcast Shameless, Michelle Andrews and Zara McDonald.

Brandon VanOver
Commissioning Editor

Brandon VanOver moved from Curtis Brown in the US to Random House Australia in 2004, starting 
as Editorial Assistant and eventually becoming a Senior Editor and then the Managing Editor at 
Penguin Random House Australia. After a time as Associate Publisher, Non-Fiction, at Simon & 
Schuster Australia, Brandon returned to PRH in 2020 as a Commissioning Editor, focusing on 
narrative non-fiction, memoir, sport, popular culture, history, true crime and humour.

Radhiah Chowdhury
Commissioning Editor

Radhiah Chowdhury has worked as a children’s editor with Scholastic Australia, Allen & Unwin 
and Giramondo, before joining the PRH Australia audio program in 2019. She is currently a 
commissioning editor in the Young Readers and Adult teams, with a focus on inclusive publishing. 
Radhiah is also the recipient of the 2019-2020 Beatrice Davis Editorial Fellowship, awarded for her 
ongoing research project: ‘It’s hard to be what you can’t see: Diversity Within Australian Publishing’.
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Margaret Sinclair
Publisher, General Non-Fiction

Margaret Sinclair commissions general trade non-fiction titles, including cookbooks, lifestyle, health 
and wellbeing, heartland and parenting titles. She also works with a range of organisations including 
charities, schools and corporates to produce professional and attractive books for and about them. 
She has worked for several publishers in New Zealand and the UK over the last thirty years, including 
Heinemann Educational, Macmillan, Fodor’s and Random House.

Harriet Allan
Publisher, Fiction

Harriet Allan has been working for Penguin Random House and its earlier incarnations for over thirty 
years. She publishes many of New Zealand’s pre-eminent writers, including Fiona Kidman, Owen 
Marshall, Witi Ihimaera and Charlotte Grimshaw, among numerous others who regularly feature 
on the New Zealand bestseller list. Over the years her authors have won the New Zealand Book 
Awards, the Montana Book Awards, the New Zealand Post Awards and the Best First Book in the 
Commonwealth Writers Prize, and several have been shortlisted for the prestigious Frank O’Connor 
Award. She publishes both literary and commercial fiction under the imprints of Penguin, Vintage 
and Black Swan. She also publishes Young Adult fiction.

Claire Murdoch
Head of Publishing

As Head of Publishing, Claire Murdoch directs the Penguin Random House New Zealand list across 
non-fiction, fiction and children’s books. With broad experience in the Australian and New Zealand 
book trade, including roles at Allen & Unwin, Te Papa Press and PRH, her books have won dozens 
of awards. Claire has particular expertise in illustrated non-fiction and art books, Maori books, 
popular culture, biography and memoir. Her authors include Chelsea Winter, Ruby Jones and Kyle 
Mewburn.

PenGuin random house neW Zealand


