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Pantera Press — taking on the world..

Pantera Press is a young and enthusiastic Australian book publisher, created to 

champion writing culture and literacy in Australia with a clear community and 

cultural purpose.

We discover and nurture talented Australian writers who are great storytellers. We 

also publish non-fiction books that matter, and have a quirky illustrated imprint, 

Lost the Plot. From our Australian origins we are now also publishing titles that fit 

our criteria from around the world. As a social purpose business, we use our profits 

to fund charities and not-for-profits that encourage reading and work to close the 

literacy gap in Australia.

We released our first titles in 2010 and were short-listed in 2013, 2014, 2018, 2019and 

2020 for the Australian Book Industry’s (ABIA) Small Publisher of the Year Award. We 

are the only publisher to have been named a ‘Heatseeker’ by Nielsen BookScan for 

four successive years (indie publishers showing both the highest short-term and long-

term growth), and made the top 10 list of Indie Publishers in 2020. We have a team of 

seasoned industry professionals fast developing a list of award-winning and critically 

acclaimed authors and titles across a range of genres.

Our books are distributed in Australia and New Zealand by Bloomsbury, and we 

hold world rights to most of our titles. We would love to introduce you to our list.
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Upcoming and Recent Adult Fiction
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Pub Date: April 2022

ISBN: 9780648795193

Category: Crime Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 384pp

Rights Held: World

Lyn McFarlane is a Canadian-Australian writer who splits her time 

between Sydney, and Vancouver Island. She’s a former freelance 

journalist and holds degrees in economics, journalism and law. 

Lyn is a member of the Australian Society of Authors and the Crime 

Writers of Canada, a graduate of The Faber Academy and a mentee 

with the Australian Writers’ Mentorship Program. Her debut novel 

The Scarlet Cross won the 2019 Arthur Ellis Unhanged award for 

best unpublished manuscript. 

About the Author

Meredith Griffin manages the emergency department at 

St Jude’s Hospital. A specialist in psychiatric nursing, she’s 

also an expert at hiding her own problems – and solving 

everyone else’s. 

When women with the same fatal injury begin turning up 

in Meredith’s emergency ward, their deaths are labelled as 

suicides. But Meredith isn’t so sure. With the help of Senior 

Detective Leo Donnelly, she begins an investigation to prove 

that the women were murdered.

As pressure mounts from all quarters to stop her, questions 

arise about why the women were targeted – and why the 

hospital is so desperate to cover things up.

In a battle against addiction, self-doubt and a corrupt 

institution that may be hiding a serial killer, Meredith finds 

herself in the crosshairs of a network of powerful people – all 

of whom will stop at nothing to protect their privilege and 

the truth.

An atmospheric crime thriller set in a hospital where nothing 

is as it seems.

THE SCARLET CROSS | Lyn McFarlane

Upcoming Crime Fiction

‘Richly textured, well crafted and elegantly written. 
A fully realised female protagonist and supporting 

cast with smart dialogue and interactions that 
riff artfully on the emotional inter-dependence 
of the women; fragile and flawed but moral and 
strong when it counts. Memorable descriptions 
and a vivid sense of place in New Westminster, 

where the sinister influence of the Catholic Church 
on St. Jude’s hospital shrouds the narrative like a           
malign mist. Skillfully paced with a solid build to 
an extended denouement and a double ending 
that is satisfying emotionally and intellectually. 
This is a highly accomplished work by a highly                     

accomplished writer.’
Arthur Ellis judges
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Pub Date: April 2022

ISBN: 9780648987505

Category: Commercial Womens Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 464pp

Rights Held: World exc North America

Sasha Wasley was born and raised in Perth, Western Australia. She 

completed a PhD in feminist literature at Murdoch University in 

2006, and went on to work as a copywriter on topics ranging from 

mine safety to sex therapy.  

Sasha’s debut novel was published in 2015, after which she gave 

up her copywriting business to pursue her fiction writing career.

Sasha is passionate about levelling the playing field for 

members of the community experiencing disadvantage. She 

is an Ambassador for the Books in Homes Australia charity 

which provides books of choice for children in disadvantaged 

circumstances to keep in their home libraries. Today, she lives and 

writes in the Perth hills region with her partner and two daughters. 

About the Author

When Tara Button’s long-lost mother asks her to drive the old 
family caravan from one end of the state to the other, it’s her 
tearaway brother Zac who convinces her it’s a good idea. The 
canary yellow caravan is an obnoxiously bright reminder of 
their family’s troubled past, but it’s always been hard to say 
no to her mother. Besides, the road trip might keep Zac out 
of trouble – and that’s always been a second job for Tara.

Tara doesn’t expect Zac’s enigmatic, quietly attractive friend 
Dahn to come along for the drive. Or the bikies that seem 
to be following them up the coast ... As Zac unveils another 
mess for Tara to clean up, their chaotic family threatens to 
upheave her life once again.
 
As the trip spirals rapidly out of control, she discovers a wild 
freedom that’s as unfamiliar as it is intoxicating. When forced 
to face her past, will Tara find the courage to let go and 
discover her dreams?

A CARAVAN LIKE A CANARY | Sasha Wasley

Upcoming Commercial Womens Fiction

‘I loved this deeply moving, relevant novel from a wonderful Australian storyteller 
about family, the ties that bind, chasing dreams, and what home really means. 

All the feels!’ 
 Tess Woods

‘A moving and engaging read from the first page to the last. Couldn’t put it down.’              
Jennie Jones

‘A heart-grabbing Aussie story that doesn’t shy away from exploring complex 
family relationships, Spring Clean for the Peach Queen is a book to savour.’                                

Rachael Johns
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Pub Date: May 2022

ISBN: 9780648677093

Category: Commercial Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 368pp

Rights Held: World

Kylie Kaden knew writing was in her blood from a young age when 

she snuck onto her brother’s Commodore 64 to invent stories. 

With a surfer-lawyer for a husband and three spirited sons, she 

stays sane by making things up for a living. Kylie can typically be 

found venting the day’s thoughts on her laptop (sometimes in the 

laundry so she can’t be found). She is also a columnist at My Child 

Magazine, but is the first to admit that despite having an honours 

degree in psychology, the wheels fall off at her place on a daily 

basis. 

About the Author

Behind the tall hedges of the affluent, gated community of 
Apple Tree Creek, not all is as it seems …
 
Out of the blue, Gertie’s husband decides they need a break 
and he’s leaving her with their three children. Two streets 
east and three gardens down, successful businesswoman 
Rachael discovers her husband has cheated on her – again 
– even though she’s pregnant with his third child. Thrown 
together by a chance encounter, the two women bond 
over the shared disaster that is their marriages. But did one 
husband push his wife too far?
 
When the ambulance sirens cut through the serenity of 
Apple Tree Creek, the small community is shocked at the 
violence that’s played out in their midst. CCTV reveals no 
outsiders visited the estate that night, confirming that the 
assailant must have been one of their own. Is the culprit 
still living among them? And why didn’t any of the cameras, 
designed to keep them all safe, catch anything?
 
As the web of neighbourly relationships unravels and the 
workings of their inner lives are exposed, questions will be 
asked, but not everyone wants to learn the answers.
 
You can only push people so far.

ONE OF US | Kylie Kaden
Upcoming Commercial Fiction

‘… engrossing, and yet the 
twists and turns aren’t the 

focus … it’s the tension that 
builds between each twist 

that keeps you reading.’     
Better Reading

‘While this book is a slow 
burn at the start, it’s worth 

persisting to catch the 
truths when they finally 

emerge. And an extra twist 
at the end helps the secrets 

fall into place.’
Herald Sun
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Upcoming Crime Fiction

THE FALLBACK | D.L. Hicks

Pub Date: June 2022

ISBN: 9780648677048

Category: Crime Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 336pp

Rights Held: World

Deep down there’s something we’d all kill for, isn’t there?          

I know I would. I know I have. I know I will.

As the tide goes out on the oyster bed in the quiet seaside 

town of Point Imlay, a man’s body is revealed.

When Senior Detective John Darken’s business card is 

discovered in the dead man’s pocket, J.D. transfers to Point 

Imlay to help with the investigation. But J.D.’s life is in 

shambles: still recovering from a traumatic incident on his last 

case, he’s only working part-time, his marriage is on the rocks, 

and the ghosts of his past haunt him constantly. 

J.D. and homicide detective Emma Capsteen – both 

unwelcome new faces in the holiday town – do their 

best to assist local police with their inquiries, but when a 

second body turns up, panic sets in and Point Imlay’s quirky 

characters only serve to complicate things.

As he starts to dig deeper, J.D. uncovers more questions 

than answers. Why does local bikie Felix Riggs seem to be 

given free reign? What are the residents at Seascape Gardens 

retirement village hiding? And, in a town whose beating heart 

is community, why isn’t anyone prepared to tell the whole 

truth?  

A gripping exploration of desperation, vulnerability and the 

lengths people take to get what they want. 

David Hicks is a police officer with the Victorian Police. In his 

twenty-five years of service he has been on the frontline of 

everything from drug busts to serious collisions and all manner of 

violent crime, a job which he describes as giving him a front seat 

to crime and humanity in all its colour.

Through his stories, David hopes to challenge readers to examine 

the line between good and evil, and how circumstance can alter a 

person’s life in the blink of an eye. 

David lives in Geelong with his wife and two children. 

About the Author

‘The Devil Inside peels open 
a world where evil begets 

evil, where none of the good 
guys can trust each other 
and the bad guy has a hell 

of an axe to grind. The story 
boasts a pair of haunted 

detectives, an oddly sym-
pathetic psychopath and a 
wonderfully nasty sting in 

the tail.’
 Jack Heath, bestselling 

author of Hangman
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Recent Adult Fiction

THE THINGS WE SEE IN THE LIGHT | Amal Awad

Pub Date: September 2021

ISBN: 9780648676966

Category: Contemporary Women’s Fiction

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 356pp

Rights Held: World

Eight years ago, Sahar pursued her happily ever after when 

she married Khaled and followed him to Jordan, leaving 

behind her family, her friends and a thriving cake business. 

But married life didn’t go as planned and, haunted by 

secrets, Sahar has returned home to Sydney without telling 

her husband.

With the help of her childhood friends, Sahar hits the reset 

button on her life. She takes a job at a local patisserie run 

by Maggie, a strong but kind manager who guides Sahar in 

sweets and life.

But as she tentatively gets to know her colleagues, Sahar 

faces a whole new set of challenges. There’s Kat and Inez, 

who are determined that Sahar try new experiences. 

Then there’s Luke, a talented chocolatier and a bundle of 

contradictions. 

As Sahar embraces the new, she reinvents herself, trying 

things once forbidden to her. But just when she is finally 

starting to find her feet, her past finds its way back to her.

Amal Awad is a journalist, screenwriter, author and performer. 

She has contributed to ELLE, Frankie, Meanjin, Going Down 

Swinging, Daily Life, Sheilas, SBS Life and Junkee. As well, Amal 

has produced and presented for ABC Radio National and has 

held senior editorial roles at a number of trade publications. 

Amal is a public speaker, appearing at schools, universities and 

writers’ festivals around Australia. She presents workshops on 

storytelling and creativity, has been a regular panellist on ABC 

TV’s The Drum and was a TEDx Macquarie speaker in 2019.

Amal is the author of two novels – Courting Samira and This is 

How You Get Better – and the non-fiction books The Incidental 

Muslim, Beyond Veiled Clichés: The Real Lives of Arab Women 

and Fridays With My Folks: Stories on Ageing, Illness and Life. 

She has also contributed to the anthologies Growing Up Muslim 

in Australia: Coming of Age and Some Girls Do …: My Life as a 

Teenager. Her most recent non-fiction book, In My Past Life I was 

Cleopatra, was published in 2020. 

About the Author

 
 ‘..a tender, nuanced story of heartbreak and rebuilding... 

a generous and compelling story that rewards close 
reading and plays subtly with reader expectations.’

ABC Arts

‘This romcom-esque story of a flawed woman finding 
her true calling is the type of escapism we need right 

now.... Amal’s prose – trafficking a sense of hope and a            
pulsating voracity for life – is welcome.’

The Sydney Morning Herald

 
‘A woman’s journey of self-discovery, the power of 

enduring female friendships and an unexpected love 
story. The Things We See in the Light ticked all my box-

es. I loved everything about this story.’
Tess Woods
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Pub Date: August 2021

ISBN: 9780648676928

Category: Thriller

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 448pp

Rights Held: World

Author of The Tao Deception, The Trusted, Born to Run and 

Nowhere Man, John’s latest thriller, Double Deal is his third novel 

featuring fiery, smart surfer and ex-spy Dr Tori Swyft.

In his professional careers, first as a lawyer and then as an

investment banker, he acted for individuals and companies across 

a range of industries. Two years before the global financial crisis,

he left his day job as a banker so no one could suspect him of

creating the whole mess.

As well as writing novels, John has straddled the worlds of

story and business having twice been on the board of a book

publisher, and in 2008 co-founded Pantera Press. 

About the Author

You can run from a killer – unless the killer is you …

As the ice melts in the Arctic, climate change spurs a new Cold 

War, and the world’s superpowers race to snatch control of the 

region’s vast resources. Meanwhile Endz of the Earth, fanatical 

eco-terrorists, conspire to stop them all.   

In top-secret talks in Barcelona, Dr Tori Swyft, ex-spy and 

Greenland’s key adviser seals a stunning deal with China. The 

following morning, she wakes beside two dead bodies … But she 

has no memory of what happened.

A man Tori knows only as The Voice phones her, taunting her 

and revealing a horrific video in which Tori is responsible for the 

murders. But how?

With the police knocking at her door, Tori is forced to go on the 

run in a city that’s currently on lockdown. When Endz of the Earth 

take drastic action, Tori finds herself in a race against time to find 

The Voice, prove her innocence and stop Endz of the Earth before 

it’s too late.

DOUBLE DEAL | John M. Green

Recent  Thriller

‘Double Deal is the real deal. John M. Green knows his way 
around a thriller and Tori Swyft, from the bind she’s in on 
page one, is a relentless and fierce heroine for our time.’

MICHAEL CONNELLY, #1 New York Times bestselling author

‘Climate change has spurred a new cold war and the 
world’s superpowers race to snatch contorl of the Arctic 
region’s vast resources... Double Deal is the perfect addi-

tion to the Tori Swyft series, giving climate catastrophe an                        
action-packed spin.’ 

The Weend Australian

‘Green writes with a breathless sense of pace and suspense 
and delivers everything you want in a thriller... the series 

feels totally up-to-the-minute and continues to be 
energised by the author’s knowledge of everything from 

deep fakes to cyberwarfare.’ 
Sydney Morning Herald
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Upcoming and Recent Adult Non-Fiction
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald

Pub Date: November 2021

ISBN: 9780648795131

Category: Non-fiction - Memoir

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 350pp + 16 pp photo insert

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: Audio - ANZ (Bolinda)

Boy, girl, artist, advocate. Courtney is more than the sum of 

her parts.

Meet Shane Jenek. Raised in the Brisbane suburbs by loving 

parents, Shane realises from a young age that he’s not like 

all the other boys. At a performing arts agency he discovers 

his passion for song, dance and performance, and makes a 

promise to himself: to find a bigger stage.

Meet Courtney Act. Born in Sydney around the turn of the 

millennium, Courtney makes her name in the gay bars of 

Oxford Street and then on Australian Idol. Over ten years later, 

she makes star turns on RuPaul’s Drag Race and Celebrity Big 

Brother UK, bringing her unique take on drag and gender to 

the world.

Behind this rise to national and global fame is a story of 

searching for and finding oneself. Told with Courtney’s 

trademark candour and wit, Caught in the Act is about 

our journey towards understanding gender, sexuality and 

identity. It’s an often hilarious and at times heartbreaking 

memoir from a beloved drag and entertainment icon. 

Most of all, it’s a bloody good time.

Courtney Act is a drag artist, singer, advocate and cultural 

provocateur. She has appeared on reality TV in Australia and 

overseas, including her breakout in 2003 on the first season of 

Australian Idol; making the Top 3 on RuPaul’s Drag Race Season 

6; and taking the UK by storm on Celebrity Big Brother, which she 

won. When Courtney isn’t busy being glamorous on TV and stage, 

she’s a boy from Brisbane called Shane Jenek.

As a gender-fluid, queer person, Courtney uses her public profile 

to educate audiences on issues such as gender identity, sexuality, 

marriage equality, anti-racism and more. As a singer-songwriter 

she has released a pop EP and entertained audiences in her 

cabaret shows throughout the world. She currently splits her time 

following Pride parades and chasing summer between London, 

Los Angeles and Sydney.

About the Author

Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Memoir

CAUGHT IN THE ACT | Shane Jenek aka Courtney Act

About the AuthorAbout the AuthorAbout the Author

‘He says… she says… there is a lot more to drag than just 
a wig and a frock. This read is shockingly honest, raunchy, 
funny and moving, and a hugely surprising education for 

me. A must-read for anyone curious to know the complexi-
ties of being Shane and Courtney!’ –

Dannii Minogue‘
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Memoir

CAUGHT IN THE ACT | Shane Jenek aka Courtney Act

‘We already suspected it, but this fearless, candid and 
open-hearted memoir proves that behind Courtney Act’s 
make-up is an emotionally intelligent and fiercely astute 

human being. We’re frankly lucky to be on the planet at the 
same time as them.’ 

Benjamin Law

‘‘Caught in the Act is an incredibly insightful memoir of 
the life of one of my dearest friends. As close as we are, 
it actually gave me a deeper understanding of my little 

“Pussyface”. Personally, my favourite parts were on pages 7, 
32, 204, 236, 244–249, 255, 257, 277, 278, 284, 293, 323 and 

324. The pages where I’m mentioned.’ 
Bianca Del Rio

‘In a world where there are now more drag queens than 
pubs, it’s hard to stand out. You need to be pretty, witty 

and unstoppable. Courtney is all three and more. I love this 
book.’ 

Boy George

‘Funny, smart, kind and entirely addictive, this is a glorious 
insight into an exceptional life. A road map for anyone who 
feels different and wants to let that side of themself shine.’ 

Matt Lucas

‘A coming-of-age story like no other. It is an honour to dive 
into the world of a young queer kid from the Australian 

suburbs and learn how they became an icon of entertain-
ment and social politics.’ 

The Veronicas

‘Courtney is a true star. I’m so thrilled with this book and its 
beautiful, powerful storytelling.’ 

Carlotta

‘Who wouldn’t love a frolic through life with Australia’s 
favourite girl next door? This book is whip-smart and deli-
ciously funny, but above all else made me proud to know 
there are voice’s like Courtney’s in the world. Bow down to 

our queen, Australia.’ – Joel Creasey

‘It’s like witnessing the metamorphosis of one of the 
world’s most beautiful drag queens. With vulnerability 

and honesty, Shane delves deep into the many light-bulb 
moments of self-discovery, sexual exploration and gender 
identity. It’s the ultimate LGBTIQA+ handbook and guide 

for us all to live an open-hearted life.’ 
Narelda Jacobs

‘Glorious, heartfelt, passionate and inspirational - a glam-
orous frock-filled adventure that explores the full fluidity of 

Shane’s boundless bravery, love and humanity.’ 
Osher Günsberg

‘From winning Tiny Tot pageants to winning our hearts as 
an inspirational icon, Shane has one hell of a story to tell. 
Chock-full of hilarity, honesty and wisdom, this is a classic 

tale of a search for identity – with masking tape, Spice Girls 
and RuPaul.’

 Amanda Keller

‘Shane and Courtney have conspired to deliver the 
anatomy of a truly great memoir. It’s as camp as lashes 
and has balls of steel. It’s sharp tongued and eye-pop-

pingly candid. Its head flows with beautiful ideas and its 
heart pounds with a fearless love. Ms Jenek presents an 

outrageously clear-eyed narrative on the highly nuanced 
universe of gender fluidity. This is essential reading for us 

curious but confused boomers!’ 
Ian ‘Dicko’ Dickson
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Pub Date: June 2022

ISBN: 9780648987468

Category: Business

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 276pp

Rights Held: ANZ and North America

Tim Duggan is a new media entrepreneur who has co-founded 

several digital media ventures, most notably Junkee Media – 

Australia’s leading Millennials digital publisher. 

In 2018, industry organisation Mumbrella named Junkee Media 

Large Publishing Company of The Year. Junkee’s content agency, 

Junkee Studio, helps leading global brands like Netflix, American 

Express and Qantas tell and share their stories.

Tim began his career as a music journalist for Rolling Stone. He sits 

on the boards of Hello Sunday Morning, a tech start-up working to 

change people’s relationship with alcohol, and the Griffin Theatre 

Company, Australia’s new writing theatre. 

Tim lives with his partner, Ben, and dog

Winnie, in Sydney.

About the Author

Killer Thinking is the ultimate guide to creating, developing and 

recognising incredible ideas that will revolutionise the way you 

work, from the highly acclaimed author of Cult Status.  

 

What do the dating app Bumble and the men’s health fundraiser 

Movember have in common? They’re both killer ideas that can have 

a positive impact on many people, with near-infinite winners. The 

type you hear about and think, ‘Damn, I wish I’d thought of that!’ 

 

Our world is in dire need of killer ideas. The good news is that 

creativity is at the heart of all good thinking, and it’s a skill anyone 

can master. In this book, Tim Duggan, the co-founder of Junkee 

Media, will show you how to identify and generate your own ideas 

with big potential. 

 

In this book you’ll discover: 

 - 8 steps to integrate killer thinking in your life and work 

 - Why boredom is the mother of creativity 

 - How to refine and bring great ideas to life 

 - The best filter to run your creativity through to ensure everyone    

wins 

 - 12 practical exercises you can apply to real-world problems 

 - Why killer execution is just as important as killer ideas 

And a whole lot more! 

  

Want to be more creative and efficient in life and work? It’s all about 

killer thinking.

KILLER THINKING | Tim Duggan
Upcoming Business

‘We’re at a point in history 
where we can create what we 

want the future to look like. 
This book is a road map to that 

future.”
Naomi Simson, Shark Tank & 

Founder of RedBalloon
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald

Pub Date: May 2021

ISBN: 9781925700671

Category: Non-fiction - Veterinary Science Memoir

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm

Extent: 320pp +12 pp picture section

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: Czech

The Adventures of an International Wildlife Vet

Explore the majestic, biodiverse world with Australia’s very 

own jungle vet.

Fresh from veterinarian school, passionate conservationist 

Dr Chloe Buiting headed for the frontline of South Africa’s 

rhino-poaching crisis, going on to live and work with Masai 

communities in Northern Tanzania. And the adventures just 

kept on coming!

From catching wild giraffes by helicopter in Zimbabwe to 

treating elephants with prosthetic legs in Asia, fitting toucans 

with 3D-printed beaks in Central America and attending 

to endangered orangutans in central Borneo, Chloe’s 

compassion for animals in their natural habitat pushes her 

into awe-inspiring locations – and hair-raising situations. 

See what life is like in a job where no day is ever the same. 

Go on a journey into the eye-popping world of conservation, 

where run-ins with incredible creatures are commonplace. 

Chloe Buiting is an Australian veterinarian and wildlife 

conservationist. Her experience growing up on Australia’s 

beautiful Lord Howe Island inspired her to pursue a career in the 

field of wildlife conservation.

Chloe completed a Bachelor of Science and Doctor of Veterinary 

Medicine, both at the University of Melbourne. Following this, 

she undertook additional training in large animal anaesthesia in 

Africa. Chloe has since spent time both working and volunteering 

with a range of wildlife organisations around the world.

Chloe shares her adventures on Instagram as @jungle_doctor, 

and through her website https://jungledoctor.org. When she 

isn’t working abroad, she lives with her husband Jan (who is 

also a wildlife vet!) on Kangaroo Island in South Australia. They 

enjoy surfing, snorkelling, time with friends, photography and, of 

course, looking after the orphaned kangaroo and koala joeys that 

come into their care!

About the Author

Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Recent Non-Fiction - Veterinary Science Memoir

THE JUNGLE DOCTOR | Dr Chloe Buiting

About the AuthorAbout the AuthorAbout the Author

Includes background on Chloe’s upbringing and vet training
in Australia as well as inspiring, educational and 

entertaining stories on working with wildlife overseas in 
Africa and the Americas - including Zimbabwe, Kenya, 

Uganda, Malawi, South Africa, Central America and the USA.

“The Jungle Doctor prepares current and future wildlife heroes to 
take on any challenge in their path with confidence”

Stephanie Arne, Conservationist
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald

FLEXMAMI’S FORMULA FOR KNOWING WHAT YOU 

REALLY WANT AND HOW TO GET IT

How would our lives change if we set our goals based on 

what would actually fulfil us, instead of what feels easy or 

achievable?

Lillian Ahenkan’s hypothesis: anyone can create a unique 

formula for their own personal success. The one-size-fits-all 

approach to ‘your best life’ is outdated – you can do better.

You don’t have to be exceptional (or even the exception) to 

be successful. You just need to learn the algorithm.

Through her own success experiment, Lillian transformed 

herself from a two-time uni drop-out stuck in a career that 

paid in burn-out, into highly sought-after media personality 

FlexMami. And here she shows that her experience hasn’t 

been a fluke.

Instead of focusing on what you can’t change, spend your 

time hacking what you can – yourself. This formula combines 

what you know about yourself with what you know about 

society. The result? Getting what you really want.

Ghanian-Australian Lillian Ahenkan (aka FlexMami) is a DJ, MTV 

presenter, social media influencer, model and, most recently, 

a podcaster who is passionate about bringing conversations 

surrounding identity and intersectionality to mainstream 

environments. 

Flex is all about making sure everyone has the tools necessary to 

glow up, and uses her platform for real-talk discussions on taboo 

topics, sexual liberation, dating and critical thinking.

She’s been featured in i-D, Stylist, Elle, Grazia, Pedestrian TV, 

Daily Mail, Man Repeller in addition to being a finalist for 

Cosmopolitan’s Beauty Influencer of the Year 2018. Flex has been 

championed by actress and body-positive activist Jameela Jamil 

as an ‘inspiration’, called the influencer we deserve, the ultimate 

girl crush, and the beauty icon we need right now. She’s known 

for her playful, thoughtful, empowering posts that are full of 

confident, modern wisdom and a powerful message of self-belief.

Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash GrunwaldTHE SUCCESS EXPERIMENT Lillian Ahenken

Publication: May 2021

ISBN: 9780648987482

Page Size: 198 mm x 128 mm 

Extent: 300 pages Full Colour

Rights: World

Rights Sold: Audio (Audible)

‘Self-made, self-motivated and infectiously self- assured, Flex plays both forthright coach 
and open-hearted student of life in this practical, empowered guide to achieving your own 

version of success.’
Zoë Foster Blake, Founder of Go-To and author of The Wrong Girl 
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash GrunwaldTHE SUCCESS EXPERIMENT Lillian Ahenken

‘A desperately needed, delightfully digestible conversa-
tion on self-betterment that’ll have you in tears and in 

stitches all at once.’
Sarah Davidson

‘This fast-paced how-to packs a millennial sized punch 
and will make you think differently about the way you 

live and work.’
Emma Isaacs, Founder and Global CEO, Business 

Chicks and author of Winging It

‘A clever, empowering and no-bullshit guide to           
embodying your most authentic and successful self.’     

Mary Hoang
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald

If you could choose any superpower, 

what would it be? 

 

How would you change the world if you 

could stop time?  

What if you could shoot glitter from your 

fingers?  

Would you rather have the power to 

cough up candy or to grow vegetables 

to feed the world?  

The sky’s the limit with imagination – 

what will you do with yours?  

 

Join super-duper superhero Cooper as 

she travels the world and meets heroes 

just like you and me! 

Age 4+

Dan is a designer, illustrator and writer who runs a design agency, 

Studio Marshall.  

For over 20 years he has worked with a diverse group of clients, 

including the Sydney Opera House, The Australian Museum, One 

Laptop Per Child, The Hunger Project, Facebook and Coca Cola. 

Dan’s first book, Mind Blown, was born from his deep curiosity 

about the incredibly strange place that is our universe and his 

passion for communicating information visually.  

He has also published the children’s titles No Way! and Look Book.  

Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash GrunwaldSUPER DUPER Dan Marshall

Publication: April  2022

ISBN: 9780648987451

Page Size: 200mm x 200mm 

Extent: 68 pages Full Colour

Rights: World
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash Grunwald
Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam by Night | Ash GrunwaldSUPER DUPER Dan Marshall
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Upcoming YA Fiction

The Animal Allies Series|Ondine Sherman

About the Author

Meg Gatland-Veness is a high school drama teacher. She 
attended the University of Newcastle where she studied a 
Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Secondary Teaching.

Meg has been writing stories for as long as she can 
remember and reading them even longer. Equal to her love 
of words is her passion for championing local youths and 
fostering important conversation about issues facing young 
Australians.

Meg was born in a tiny country town called Milton and 
now lives on the Central Coast of New South Wales. When 
she’s not writing novels, she channels her creativity into 
choreographing and directing musicals, writing poetry, 
singing and dancing.

WHEN ONLY ONE | Meg Gatland Veness

YA Fiction 

Pub Date: June 2022

ISBN: 9780648987666

Category: YA Fiction

Format: Paperback B+ 210mm x 135mm

Extent: 288pp

Rights Held: World

‘There’s someone in the school. Someone who’s not supposed 

to be there. This person is walking towards the classroom. 

They’re holding something in their hands. Something 

terrifying.’ 

 

Sam lives with his mum, dad and four brothers in a small 

farming town. At his school, there are three main factions: 

the rich kids, the mid-grounders and the farm kids who live 

on the outskirts. Sam is a comfortable mid-grounder and life 

is pretty good. He works as a lifeguard at the local surf club, 

is saving to buy his first car, he’s training with his friends for 

the Ironman challenge, and on Sunday afternoons he and his 

family take care packages to their less fortunate neighbours. 

Then, five years since they last spoke, Emily Burrow climbs 

back into Sam’s life and everything changes. 

 

Emily’s life is very different to Sam’s – her absent father has 

returned and her mum struggles with her mental health. Sam 

does his best to be there for Emily when he wasn’t for so long, 

but there seems to be no right way to help her. 

 

When Rei starts at school, Sam is smitten. Rei’s parents are 

social workers, she’s from the rich side of town, and her life 

seems a thousand miles away from how the kids on the 

outskirts live. In a world that’s ill-equipped to support kids 

struggling with unseen burdens, is there a way to help Emily 

before the worst happens? 
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Upcoming Children’s Non-Fiction Titles
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NO WAY! Dan Marshall

A beautifully designed children’s book full of facts, games and questions to spark          
imagination in kids aged 8-12.

Get ready to go on a wonderful journey of discovery that will make 
you say No Way! Learn all about space, humans, earth, science, 
animals and maths, with the help your trusty robot sidekick.

Did you know…

Uranus is leaking gas into space?

 The average yawn goes for six seconds?

The fact that there are over three trillion trees on earth?

Bicycles ride themselves?! 

This beautifully designed children’s book is filled to the brim with 
facts, games and questions that will teach you all the wildest and 
weirdest things about the world around you!

Dan is a designer, illustrator and writer who runs a design 
agency, Studio Marshall. For over 20 years he has worked with a 
diverse group of clients including the Sydney Opera House, The 
Australian Museum, One Laptop Per Child, The Hunger Project, 
Facebook and Coca Cola. 

Dan’s books stem from his passion for graphic design, 
communicating information visually and his deep curiosity and 
include Mind Blown and No Way!

Publication: September 2021

ISBN: 9780648677024

Page Size: 247 x 184mm

Extent: 64pp

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: German (Loewe)

km/s

2 9 9 7 9 2

DA
N

 M
AR

SH
AL

L

From  the same author:
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NO WAY! Dan Marshall

CICADAS 

A prime number is a whole number 
greater than one that can’t be 
made by multiplying other whole 
numbers. For example five is a 
prime number. As are two, seven, 
11, 13, 53 and 71. This mathematical 
quality may not sound particularly 
unique but prime numbers are 
pretty special. Especially to cicadas!

Going 
underground
If you’ve ever lain in bed during a 
midsummer’s night, unable to sleep 
thanks to the cacophonous din of 
cicadas, then you’re probably not 
a fan of these diminutive flying 
insects. Their life cycle is a strange 
one as they spend most of their 
days underground and when they 
do finally emerge, there’s no time 
for pleasantries as they quickly 
find a mate, reproduce and die.  

Prime time
Annual cicadas make this 
appearance every year, but periodic 
cicadas stay underground for much 
longer, appearing at intervals of 
seven, 13 or even 17 years. All are 
prime numbers! Certainly, the 
length of the period cicada’s 
underground existence is 
curious. But why would 
each of these intervals be a prime 
number, meaning they’re only 
divisible by themselves and by one?

Taking 
advantage
Could that be a coincidence? 
For a long time, we thought so. 
But now it seems that these 
insect mathematicians have 
been using prime numbers 
to their advantage. And all 
this without a calculator!  

Food fight
For instance, cicadas with a 13-year life cycle and 
ones with a 17-year life cycle will hardly ever meet. 
When both species of cicada do come out together 
– once every 221 years (13 multiplied by 17) – the 
numbers will be massive. So it’s handy that it’s rare 
for them to have to compete for the same food.  

Syncing up 
Another benefit 
of the strategically 
irregular gaps is 
that they prevent 
predators syncing 
up with the 
reproductive cycle 
of the cicadas. 
A predator with 
a three-year life 
cycle would only 
meet up with the 
17-year periodic 
cicadas once every 
51 years (three 
multiplied by 17).

USE PRIME 
NUMBERS

7,13,17
The prime numbers used by periodic cicadas
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Spot how many times K.L.A.U.S (Knowledge 
Learning And Understanding System) appears 

throughout the book!

CONTENTS
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48
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Even when you are by yourself you are never really 
alone. It may sound quite freaky but inside and 
out, your body is home to trillions of bacteria, 
viruses, fungi, and other tiny organisms called 
microbes. There are so many of these that incredibly 
they outnumber your own human cells! 

These microscopic creatures play a huge role in your 
wellbeing, helping your immune system, providing 
nutrients for your cells and preventing invasion 
by other harmful bacteria and viruses. They’re 
amazing! Almost all of these tiny creatures call your 
gut their home and it is from here that they are 
communicating directly with your brain. We still 
do not know yet exactly what they’re saying but 
whatever it is it’s directly influencing your brain and 
affecting your mental health and behaviour. No way!

trillion
The number of microbes 
living inside your guts.

The
germs
in your 
gut...

...ARE 
TALKING
TO YOUR 

BRAIN

95%The total weight of all the 
microbes in your guts.

0.2KG
Curly wurly
Curled up inside us, our intestines 
have a surface area of around 

32 square metres. That is the 
same size as a small city 

studio apartment.

The percentage of your 
microbiome that lives in your gut, 
which goes from your mouth all 
the way down to your bottom.

Mice and men
Scientists first discovered, and 
continue to investigate, the 
connection between your gut 

microbiome and your 
brains with studies 

mainly in mice.

Brain box 
As well as 
providing a home 
to all those 
amazing microbes 
your gut acts like 
a second brain 
for you and can 
actually think for 
itself thanks to 
the 100 million 
neurons inside it. 
It immediately 
digests food 
without your 
brain telling it 
too. None of your 
other organs, 
not even your 
super powerful 
heart can do 
this. Amazing!

10
82 83

HUMANS

SOME ANIMALS 
SPEND MOST OF 
THEIR LIVES ASLEEP

We humans tend to sleep for 
around eight hours every day 
which works out at as a third of 
our lives asleep across our whole 
lifetime.  This may sound like 
quite a lot, but it’s nothing when 

compared to some animals 
who spend most of their lives 
unconscious! Sometimes 
up to a quite frankly mind 
blowing 22 hours a day! We’re 
looking at you here koalas.  

SLOTH
Every day these tardy tree 
dwellers have way more  
than forty winks and can sleep for   

20 hOURS

BROWN BAT
These mouse-eared microbats spend 
almost the whole day hanging upside 
down asleep. Sometimes up to 

19.9 hOURS

GIANT  
ARMADILLO
These heavily armoured 
animals manage to rest their 
weary heads each day for

18.1 hOURS

KOALA
Each day these measured 
marsupials manage to get 
their heads down for between   

20 AND  
22 hOURS

196 197

ANIMALS
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The Kids’ Guide to Optimism

Do you ever get that feeling when you wake up in the 

morning, look out the window to see the sun is shining, and 

you just know that today is going to be a good day? This is 

called optimism, or positivity, and it’s such a nice feeling to 

have. It’s also something that you can learn, practice and 

improve, so you can feel that way more often!

This action packed book is designed to teach you some easy 

activities and strategies to make you feel lighter, optimistic 

about the future, and more confident, empowering and 

inspiring you to live a happy and healthy life.

You Can Live on the Bright Side contains tips, tricks and 

tools to help you find the things that make you excited to 

leap out of bed each morning, ready to do more of what 

you love and find even more things that make you uniquely 

you!

This book features kids from Australia and around the world 

who are kicking some amazing goals, as well as tips from 

organisations focused on improving wellbeing. 

It’s time to look on the bright side of life, so you can start 

living on the bright side!

Upcoming Kids Non-Fiction

YOU CAN LIVE ON THE BRIGHT SIDE| Lucy Bell

Pub Date: November 2021

ISBN: 9780648677031

Category: Kids Non-Fiction  (8 - 12 years)

Format: 247mm x 184mm  Fully illustrated

Extent: 224pp

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: World English Language (Andrews McMeel)

About the Author

Lucy Bell is a book editor and music teacher on a journey to live a 

more ethical, sustainable and mindful life. 

After getting her Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Sydney 

with majors in English and Ancient History, Lucy studied a Master 

of Publishing. Now she works for a social-purpose publishing 

house making big differences and helping fund not-for-profits and 

charities to close the literacy gap.

Lucy grew up on the NSW Central Coast surrounded by four 

siblings, a cat, two dogs, two sheep, a lizard, lots of guinea pigs 

and thirteen chickens. She now lives in Sydney and while watering 

her balcony garden, dreams of one day owning her own country 

farmhouse.

•  Cook delicious food to power your brain
•  Decorate your room and create nice living spaces 

•  Get outdoors and have fun

•  Channel your favourite animals through yoga

•  Start meditating

•  Find out what your interests are

•  Speak positively about yourself and others

•  Start growing plants, reading, writing and drawing
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Upcoming Kids Non-Fiction

YOU CAN LIVE ON THE BRIGHT SIDE| Lucy Bell
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The Kids’ Guide to a Better Planet

Every day, we see a problem we would like to fix. A piece of 

rubbish in a green, grassy park. Plastic water bottles buried 

in the sand at the beach. A garbage bin overflowing onto 

the street. A skinny, stray dog. A homeless person on a cold 

day.

These problems seem impossible for one person to change. 

But we can fix them, if we each do our part – one step at a 

time.

This practical guide is designed to empower kids to make 

changes in their lives to help make a difference in the world.

Filled with information, ideas and activities, and interspersed 

with features on amazing children around the world, this 

book shows kids how to:

• Avoid single-use plastics

• Throw a plastic-free party

• Make a compost bin and reduce waste

• Start a herb garden

• Grow bee-friendly flowers

• Learn about where their food comes from

• Be kinder to others, share and donate

Kids are on a mission to make our earth a better, safer, 

happier place. And anyone can join in.

Recent Kids Non-Fiction

YOU CAN CHANGE THE WORLD | Lucy Bell

Pub Date: September 2019

ISBN: 9781925700527

Category: Kids Non-Fiction (8 - 12 years)

Format: 247mm x 184mm (hardcover)

Extent: 224pp

Rights Held: World

Rights Sold: German (Loewe); World English Language (exc ANZ) 

(HarperCollins UK) ; North America non exclusive (Andrews 

McMeel); Spanish (Anaya); Afrikaans (NB Utigewers); Turkish 

(Erdem).

About the Author

Lucy Bell is a book editor and music teacher on a journey to live a 

more ethical, sustainable and mindful life. 

After getting her Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Sydney 

with majors in English and Ancient History, Lucy studied a Master 

of Publishing. Now she works for a social-purpose publishing 

house making big differences and helping fund not-for-profits and 

charities to close the literacy gap.

Lucy grew up on the NSW Central Coast surrounded by four 

siblings, a cat, two dogs, two sheep, a lizard, lots of guinea pigs 

and thirteen chickens. She now lives in Sydney and while watering 

her balcony garden, dreams of one day owning her own country 

farmhouse.

Gold Award Winner, Nautilus Book Awards 2021

Winner, Midwest Book Awards 2021

Award Shortlists 2020: 

ABIA Small Publishers’ Children’s Book of the Year 

Environment Award for Children’s Literature

 Australian Book Designers Association Best Designed 
Children’s Non-Fiction Illustrated Book



27

Recent Kids Non-Fiction

YOU CAN CHANGE THE WORLD | Lucy Bell
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