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I, ANTIGONE
Carlo Gébler

Major new retelling of the life and prelife of Oedipus Rex, as written by his
daughter Antigone.
After her father’s death in exile, Antigone
returns to Thebes determined to set the
record straight and restore her father’s
reputation. Tracing the histories of Oedipus
and his parents Laius and Jocasta, as well
as the peripheral characters of the plays
who had a central role in him fulfilling his
destiny, Antigone’s ‘biography’ causes us to
re-evaluate the extent to which any of us can
be entirely blamed for the actions by which
we will be defined. Ending with Antigone
making a conscious choice to reclaim her
brother’s corpse from the battlefield, an act
of defiance which will guarantee her own
death, the book ultimately meditates on the
illusion of free will, and the warning that
context is everything. I, ANTIGONE will
be a major contribution to the reclaimed
classics.
CARLO GÉBLER is a novelist, biographer,
playwright, memoirist, critic and occasional
broadcaster. His novels include The Cure,
How to Murder a Man and The Innocent of
Falkland Road. He is an expert at adapting
classic literature for a modern readership,
while maintaining, even enhancing, the
integrity of the original, including his 2019
retelling of Aesop’s Fables.

August 2021 |
76,000 words
Rights available: World

‘His finest novel to date, [it] changes the
way we read fiction.’ — Gerald Dawe
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---------------------------WUNDERLAND

Caitriona Lally

Caitriona Lally’s sophomore novel
centres around an outsider protagonist,
Roy, an Irishman exiled from Ireland to
Hamburg for unknown reasons.
In his new, simple life he works as a cleaner
at the Wunderland miniature exhibition
where he is more comfortable meddling in
the tiny scenes than he is in interacting with
his co-workers and visitors to the museum.
To Roy’s almost total indifference, his
sister Gert visits for a few days, the first of
their family to do so since his exile, and
she patiently and then not-so-patiently
tries to talk to him and discover what
really prompted his move away. But Gert is
fighting her own demons, having checked
out of her exhausting family life where she
is losing herself in the face of her husband’s
deepening depression.
Latent forces within brother and sister
explode to force them to do something –
anything – to change their stagnant and
bewildering lives.
CAITRIONA LALLY is the recipient of the
Rooney Prize for Irish Literature (2018) and
the Lannan Literary Fellowship (2019). Her
first novel, Eggshells, was published in the
US by Melville House. Wunderland is her
second novel.

August 2021 | 88,602 words
Rights available: UK CW (excl. Canada).
For all other rights, contact Ger Nichol,
thebookbureau123@gmail.com

Praise for Lally’s first book:

‘Highly original. Lally has a unique voice as
a writer.’ — Sunday Independent
‘Any book that makes you think this much
is a good one ... inventive, funny and,
ultimately, rather moving.’ — The Guardian
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WE SELDOM TALK
ABOUT THE PAST
Selected Stories

John MacKenna
A new selection of short stories from one
of Ireland’s finest writers.
We Seldom Talk About the Past is John
MacKenna’s first selected collection of short
stories, from a career spanning over three
decades. The stories selected come from four
collections of short fiction, and represent a
culmination of MacKenna’s work in a form
of writing he has made uniquely his own.
Often compared to John McGahern, and
Raymond Carver, and deeply influenced
by masters of the form such as Chekhov,
MacKenna’s stories focus on the quotidian
truths of our lives, of the momentousness
of small moments, of sexual desire and its
intimate entanglement with the domestic,
of deeply felt absences and social mores,
and always at the heart of his work, the
sense of place, often the rural, and the acute
receptiveness of our lives to the places we
inhabit.
JOHN MACKENNA is the author of fifteen
books – novels, short-story collections,
memoir, poetry and biography – and a
number of radio and stage plays. He is a
winner of The Irish Times, Hennessy and
Cecil Day-Lewis Awards.

August 2021 | 70,000 words
Rights available: World

‘A consummately skilled author.’

— The Guardian

‘John MacKenna’s short stories are a
wonder.’ — The Irish Times
‘MacKenna is McGahern’s inheritor; he
harvests and hoards his words, knowing
their nuance, their gram-weight worth.’
— Scotland on Sunday
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----------------------PURE GOLD

John Patrick McHugh
A debut short story collection by an
exciting young writer from the west of
Ireland.
Two boys set fires while their worlds fall
apart. A couple drive out to the hills in a
last-ditch effort to save their marriage. A
horse crashes a house party.
Set on an imagined island off the west
coast of Ireland, John Patrick McHugh’s
debut collection of stories conjure a complete
community of characters – misdirected,
posturing and self-deceiving. With fidelity,
compassion and the darkest humour,
McHugh embeds us in the moments on
which these lives twist and turn, casting an
unflinching eye on friendship, betrayal, class
and toxic masculinity. Pure Gold heralds the
arrival of a vibrant new literary voice.
JOHN PATRICK MCHUGH is from
Galway. His fiction has appeared in Granta,
The Stinging Fly, Banshee, The Tangerine, and
Winter Papers. Pure Gold is his first book.

February 2021 | 58,874 words
Rights sold: UK CW (excl. Canada)
For all other rights contact Lucy Luck,
Conville & Walsh, lucy.luck@cwagency.co.uk.

‘Exquisite and arresting.’ – Sally Rooney
‘Full of stylish brio, headlong with energy
and pulsing with real feeling and depth.’
– Colin Barrett

‘Pure Gold is a striking literary debut’.
–Nicole Flattery

‘�is is a terrific collection. �e stories are
dark, funny, honest and engrossing.’
–Roddy Doyle
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WORDS TO SHAPE MY
NAME
Laura McKenna

‘An ambitious and vital novel with an epic
sweep ... �is book is an act of salvage,
performed with great skill: cleanly written,
sharp-eyed, undeceived.’ – Hilary Mantel

London, 1857. Harriet Small has been
left an unusual collection of papers: her
father Tony’s True Narrative of his life after
escaping slavery and his journey into the
heart of Revolutionary Ireland.
Nearly sixty years earlier, ‘Faithful’
Tony’s pages show a complex, co-dependent
and sometimes turbulent friendship with
his master, Lord Edward FitzGerald. With
Edward, Tony had hoped to begin a new
life – to belong – only to find himself
a stranger in a strange land who often
comprehends better than his employer
the racism, privilege and power that drive
the inequalities of their time. As historical
events gallop towards their devastating
conclusion, Tony learns that the sacrifices
to be free are never-ending. And as difficult
and heartbreaking as it is to read her father’s
story, Harriet comes to realise there is more
than one way to be free.
From war in South Carolina to genteel
drawing rooms in Kildare, Words to
Shape My Name is an adventurous novel
about hope, failure and resilience and the
importance and power of storytelling.

February 2021 | 115,000 words
Rights available: World excl. USA.
For other rights contact Faith O’Grady,
Lisa Richards Agency, faith@lisarichards.ie.
‘Words to Shape My Name unspools a
complex story in a daring and ambitious
style reminiscent of Joesph O’Connor and
Hilary Mantel. By turns demanding, lucid
and poignant, McKenna’s debut is the song
of a writer who is here to stay.’

– Colum McCann

LAURA MCKENNA is a writer of fiction
and poetry. She has a PhD in Creative
Writing. Words to Shape my Name was
a finalist at the 2020 Novel Fair and
longlisted for the 2019 Bath Novel Award,
one of 26 out of over 1300 entries.
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----------NORA

Nuala O’Connor
A bold reimagining of the life of Nora
Barnacle, wife and muse of James Joyce.
When Nora Barnacle, a 20-year-old from
Galway working as a maid at Finn’s Hotel,
meets young James Joyce on a summer’s day
in Dublin, she is instantly attracted to him,
natural and daring in his company. But she
cannot yet imagine the extraordinary life
they will share together. All Nora knows
is she likes her Jim enough to leave behind
family and home, in search of a bigger, more
exciting life.
As their family grows, they ricochet
from European city to city, making fast
friends amongst the greatest artists and
writers of their age as well as their wives, and
are brought high and low by Jim’s ferocious
ambition. But time and time again, Nora is
torn between their intense and unwavering
desire for each other and the constant
anxiety of living hand-to-mouth, often made
worse by Jim’s compulsion for company and
attention.
In sensuous, resonant prose, Nuala
O’Connor has conjured the definitive
portrait of this strong, passionate and
loyal Irishwoman. Nora is a tour de force,
an earthy and authentic love letter to Irish
literature’s greatest muse.
NUALA O’CONNOR is the acclaimed
author of novels Becoming Belle, Miss Emily
and The Closet of Savage Mementos.

April 2021 | 126,000 words
Published in Ireland by New Island and in
the US/Canada by Harper Collins. For all
other rights enquiries, contact Grainne Fox,
grainne@fletcherandco.com
‘A lively and loving paean to the
indomitable Nora Barnacle.’
– Edna O’Brien

‘a moving examination of an unforgettable

family.’ — PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

�is fictional Nora is entirely convincing
in her raw sensuality, her stubborn
determination, her powerful sense of
grievance and her inability to stop loving
a deeply erratic, wildly manipulative yet
enormously talented man.’
— The New York Times
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THE GARDEN
Paul Perry

The Garden is dying.
Once an Edenic orchid farm, it has been
decimated by the worst hurricane in Florida’s
living memory. Its glasshouses are shattered,
the surrounding mangroves encroach, and
its men are dangerously idle. When Romeo
– an expert breeder of the endangered
ghost orchid – arrives from Honduras, boss
Blanchard and his Irish lieutenant, Swallow,
believe their fortunes are on the up.
Romeo may not be what he seems
though, and Swallow can sense the newcomer
shaking the Garden’s creaking hierarchy.
The ghost orchid they seek is infamously
rare, a delicate and wildly valuable species,
hidden deep in the treacherous cypress
swamps of the Fakahatchee Strand. To
capture the ghost, Blanchard and Swallow
must strike a deal with Logan, a dangerously
unpredictable member of the local Seminole
tribe, whose wounded pride, and simmering
ebb of violence threaten to uproot any hope
of success.
The Garden is the first solo novel by
PAUL PERRY, formerly one half of the
international bestselling thriller-writing duo
Karen Perry and an award-winning poet. In
this modern fable, Perry tells of smothering
power, loyalty and agency thwarted by the
tragic patterns of memory and behaviour.

May 2021 | 65,000 words
Rights available: World

‘With an impressive atmosphere of
Conradian disquiet, this is a vivid and
exceptionally exciting novel.’
– Sebastian Barry

‘A highly intelligent novel in which the
pursuit of true beauty can only cause pain.
Beckettian in its themes and yet lavish in its
descriptions, this Garden is far from Eden.’
– Liz Nugent

‘A lush evocation of obsession and betrayal’
– Anne Enright
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A VERY STRANGE MAN
A Memoir of Aidan Higgins

Alannah Hopkin

This is a love story, set in the Irish literary
world between 1986 and 2015. When
they were first introduced by the poet
Derek Mahon, Alannah Hopkin was an arts
journalist turned full-time writer and Aidan
Higgins, twenty-three years her senior, was
a literary stylist, often cited as the heir to
Ireland’s great Modernist tradition. They
wrote steadily during their twenty-nine
years together, but their careers could not
have been more different: while Aidan
focused on fiction and memoirs, Alannah
prioritised work that paid the bills. This
gave Aidan the most stable and productive
years of his life. But as his eyesight failed and
his memory began to fade, Alannah became
his carer and had to fight to keep her own
writing career alive.
Drawing from diaries and notebooks,
and correspondence with writers such as
Samuel Beckett, Alice Munro and Harold
Pinter, this is a unique record of a major
Irish writer. From the joyful honeymoon
years – filled with launches, festivals and
visits to their Kinsale home by Richard Ford,
Edna O’Brien and other literary legends –
to the increasingly difficult years of Aidan’s
decline, Hopkin tells their story candidly
and without commentary. She shows us
how, in spite of all, they remained the best
of friends, in love until Aidan’s very last
breath. A Very Strange Man is an exceptional
piece of writing, objective and authoritative,
personal, honest and moving.

April 2021 | 110,085 words
Rights available: World

ALANNAH HOPKIN is based in
southwest Ireland. In 2020 she was the
Frank O’Connor International Short
Story Fellow at University College Cork.
Her story collection The Dogs of Inishere
was published by Dalkey Archive Press
in 2017.
‘Aidan Higgins’ unique sensibility made
him a giant tree in the forest of Irish
literature. Appreciating and understanding
his work is enriched by Alannah Hopkin’s
A Very Strange Man, invaluable to literary
scholars and those questing readers who
seek out the best.’ – Annie Proulx
12
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DONKEY’S YEARS

Memories of a Life as Story Told
Donkey’s Years is the first volume of memoirs
from one of Ireland’s greatest writers, Aidan
Higgins.
In it he fixes his unerring gaze on his
own childhood and patheistic adolescence
on a run-down estate within the English
Pale. The boy comes to grips with the
world among the delights and terrors
of the big house and garden in County
Kildare in Ireland. The world outside is first
encountered in the steamy atmosphere of an
Irish Catholic boarding school, where the
strap and the pandybat are plied vigorously
and priests warn of damnation. That closed
era during and just after World War II is
unceremoniously pried open.
Displaying the wit, sensuality and highly
personal style that makes him such a distinct
and classic wordsmith, Donkey’s Years serves
as a literary and sensuous rendering of one
man’s life and the forces that compelled him
towards a life of letters.
Aidan Higgins’ (1927-2015) grew up in
Celbridge, County Kildare, in an AngloIrish family. His first collection of stories,
Felo de Se (1960) was recommended by
Samuel Beckett to his London publisher,
John Calder, and subsequently published by
Grove Press in New York and by Beckett’s
own publisher in Paris. He was recipient of
the James Tait Black Memorial Prize and the
Irish Academy of Letters Award. Balcony
of Europe (1972), was short-listed for the
Booker Prize.

April 2021 | 352pp
Rights available.: World

‘One of my all-time favourite memoirs.’
– Annie Proulx

‘A wondrously evocative masterpiece.’
– Spectator

‘Few books inspire like this.’
– Dermot Healy

‘Higgins’ portrait of himself and of his
people, embedded in the boggy terrain of
history, class, and collective memory, is one
of the finest in literature.’
– Boston Globe
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EMERALD EXILES
Barry Landy

The story of Irish footballers abroad
- an Irish sports book that is truly
international.
Irish emigration long predated the
globalisation which ultimately led to longdistance, intercontinental travel becoming
the norm. As people ventured beyond their
borders, cultures increasingly interacted.
No sport has been changed so irrevocably
by this development than football and
few countries have a diaspora so widely
dispersed the world over than Ireland.
The Emerald Exiles charts the impact
of the Irish footballing travellers on the
global game, from pioneers like Jack
Kirwan, a Dublin inter-county GAA
player who became Ajax’s first manager,
Barcelona saviour Patrick O’Connell and
groundbreaking star Ann O’Brien to more
modern heroes like Liam Brady, Robbie
Keane and Louise Quinn.
The changing face of world football
didn’t necessarily leave the Irish behind
- some players journeyed to meet it, in all
corners of the globe. These are their stories.

October 2021 | 60,000 words
Rights available: World

BARRY LANDY is a freelance journalist
and sports reporter. He is the former editor
of The Emerald Exiles, a website dedicated
to following the fortunes of Irish footballers
plying their trade outside of Ireland and the
UK. He lives in Ireland.
14
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THE PRESIDENTS’
LETTERS

An Unexpected History of the
Irish State

Flor MacCarthy

A gorgeously produced homage to the
art of the letter, comprising letters to
and from the Presidents of Ireland.
This book will reveal for the first time many
of the letters written to and by the Presidents
of Ireland over more than eight decades to the
present day. Social history, the arts, politics,
the Irish language, women in Irish society,
Northern Ireland, the Irish diaspora, letters
from children, and Ireland’s place on the
world’s stage will all feature. Reproductions
of the letters will be accompanied by a small
selection of photographs which will bring to
life not only the Presidencies but also Áras
an Uachtaráin and those who have lived
there and visited.
Never before has Ireland’s Presidential
correspondence been presented in book
form, and MacCarthy has prioritised letters
of general appeal.

15
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--------------------------------------THE
VISIBILITY TRAP

Sexism, Surveillance & Social
Media

Mary McGill

Digital technologies have revolutionised the
way women express themselves, putting the
power of representation in female hands as no
media before. But there is a dark side to this
increased visibility. The Visibility Trap blends
feminism and media studies to make sense
of our always-on culture and its impact on
women. For readers, it offers timely guidance
to help build better, wiser relationships with
technology.
Combining commentary with expert
insight, Dr Mary McGill guides us through
the workings of ‘the visibility trap’, where
the technologies that enable women to
express themselves online also subject
them to unparalleled levels of gender-based
discipline and abuse. Drawing on current
research and real-life testimonies, covering
everything from the Kardashian Industrial
Complex (KIC) to ‘revenge porn’, The
Visibility Trap explores this contradiction
and its consequences for women, providing
urgent insights into how we can build
healthier, truly social digital spaces for the
women of today and tomorrow.
MARY MCGILL is a digital culture
researcher and journalist. Her work has
appeared in a range of print, digital and
broadcast titles in Ireland, the UK and the
US. Her 2016 TEDX Talk, ‘Young women,
narcissism and the selfie phenomenon’, has
been viewed almost 300,000 times.

June 2021 | 60,000 words
Published in Ireland by New Island Books.
All other rights enquiries to Ivan Mulcahy,
Mulcahy Associates, Ivan@mmbcreative.com.

‘A fascinating exploration of social media
and the ways in which it is shaping our
lives, THE VISIBILITY TRAP is timely,
yes, but it is also a deeply necessary book.
McGill combines academia, research, and
anecdotal evidence in a manner that feels
both accessible and nuanced, offering the
reader a masterclass in navigating this
brave new world.’ – Louise O’Neill

16

ANTHOLOGY

THE NEW FRONTIER

Contemporary Writing From &
About the Irish Border

James Conor Patterson (ed)
100 years on from the partition of
Ireland, writers most affected by that
divide reflect on the Irish border.
This anthology seeks to redress the dearth
of border voices in debates surrounding
their own lived realities. Indeed, one of the
major frustrations of the Brexit debate is the
presumption in media circles – both British
and Irish – that citizens from border regions
can be spoken for. This collection offers the
opportunity for border writers themselves
to make their voices heard, and to offer
perspectives on the region from a range of
personal, social and political experiences.
Featuring fiction, non-fiction and poetry,
from some of Ireland’s most exciting new
and established voices, The New Frontier
seeks to interrogate the meaning of borders
in the 21st Century. The psychic influence
of the Irish border in particular, a century
on from the Partition of the island and
the creation of the Northern Irish statelet
in 1921, is of particular relevance given
that 2021 marks the centenary year of this
contentious event. Drawing on each writer’s
personal experiences and interpretations,
the anthology ultimately poses the question:
What does it mean to be Irish in the modern
age, and can a nation which – to borrow
from Walt Whitman – ‘contains multitudes’
ever achieve consensus?

October 2021 | 60,000 words
Rights available: World
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IF MEMORY SERVES
ME WRONG
Ronan Smith and Sue
Leonard

When the actor/producer Ronan Smith was
in his twenties, his father contracted Early
Onset Alzheimer’s Disease, an illness he
steadfastly refused to acknowledge. As he
continued to work, it fell to Ronan to protect
his father, and as his condition worsened, to
commit him into care.
When, in 2014, Ronan was, himself,
diagnosed with the same illness, he knew
exactly what the future held. If Memory
Serves Me Wrong recounts the experience
both of caring for someone with Alzheimer’s
Disease, and of living with it. Through
Ronan’s proactive stance, we can see how
our view of the illness has changed since his
father’s day.
This is a fascinating, heartrending,
harrowing but often humourous account of
how it feels to live with, and be slowly taken
over by a devastating illness.

May 2021 | 60,000 words
Rights available: World excl. North America.
For North American rights contact
Sallyanne Sweeney, Mulcahy Associates,
Sallyanne@mmbcreative.com.

RONAN SMITH (born 1957) has had a
distinguished career as an actor, director
and producer, working in most of the
major theatres in Dublin and with many of
Ireland’s leading companies.
SUE LEONARD is a journalist and ghostwriter and is the co-author of two number
one bestsellers: Whispering Hope� The True
Story of the Magdalene Women (Orion, 2015)
and An Act of Love with Marie Fleming.
18
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SECRETS NEVER
TOLD
Dermot Bolger

A widow spends weeks haunting a cemetery,
desperate to track down an unknown
woman who keeps leaving flowers on her
husband’s grave. A daughter searches a
foreign city seeking to find her father and
understand why he disappeared forty-five
years ago. A former gay lover of Roger
Casement standing among the crowds at his
state funeral in 1965, paying silent homage
to the closeted world they were forced to
inhabit. A writer is summoned to the death
bed of a man he cannot remember but who
is convinced they have been locked in bitter
rivalry for decades.
In his first collection of short stories,
bestselling Irish novelist Dermot Bolger
delves into secrets that bind families together
or tear them apart, creating worlds where
people find that nothing is truly certain,
there are always unknowable secrets just
beyond reach that would make sense of their
lives if they only know how to unlock them.
DERMOT BOLGER, the novelist, playwright and poet, is one of Ireland’s best
known writers. His fourteen novels include
The Journey Home, The Family on Paradise
Pier, Tanglewood, The Lonely Sea and Sky
and, most recently, An Ark of Light. Secrets
Never Told is his first collection of short
fiction.

September 2020
Format: 215x135mm PB, 256pp
Rights available: World

‘[His] cra� has been carved to precision by
time’– Irish Independent
‘One of our most mature and courageous
writers.’ – The Irish Times
‘An exceptional literary gi�’
– The Independent (UK)

‘Bolger’s writing simply sings’
– Sunday Business Post
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THE MUSIC OF WHAT
HAPPENS

The Purple House Anthology of
New Writing

Tanya Farrelly (Ed)

A specially commissioned anthology of new
writing – short fiction, flash fiction and
poetry – from some of Ireland’s greatest
living writers.
Anne Tannam
Anne-Marie Byrne
Adam Wyeth
David Butler
Edward O’Dwyer
Rosemary Jenkinson
Jean O’Brien
Neil Hegarty
Maria McManus
Nuala O’Connor
Geraldine O’Kane
Mia Gallagher
Maurice Devitt
John O’Donnell
Brian Kirk
Niamh Boyce
Stephanie Conn
Danielle McLaughlin
Katie Donovan
Veronica O’Leary
Thomas Fanning
Nessa O’Mahony
Catherine Dunne
Jessica Traynor

September 2020
215x135 mm PB, 208pp
Rights available: World

Eamon McGuinness
Noel Duffy
Alan McMonagle
Paul Perry
Róisín O’Donnell
Kate Dempsey
Colin Dardis
Mary Morrissey
Mary O’Donnell
Emma Hannigan
Breda Wall Ryan
Órla Foyle
Phil Lynch
Katie Boylan

Emma McKervey
Geraldine Mills
Eleanor Hooker
Lisa Harding
Ferdia Mac Anna
Anne Hickey
Eithne Lannon
Niall McArdle
Brendan O’Leary
Rachel Blayney
Catherine Ann Cullen
Susan Knight
Paul Bregazzi
Mark Flynn
21
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TALES WE TELL
OURSELVES
A Selection from
The Decameron

Carlo Gébler

‘Memento vivere – remember that you must
live – is the message of the Decameron.’
—The New York Times

‘So much literature subsequently came out of
the Decameron that I sometimes think of it
as an aquifer, hidden underground, without
whose moisture nothing will grow’.

Six centuries on from the Black Death – the
plague that gave inspiration to Giovanni
Boccacio’s masterpiece – we are in the midst
of another pandemic. The mortality rates
may not be the same but the psychological
toll is not so dissimilar. As the virus subdues
and suborns our psyches, and dampens our
sense of ourselves as being fully human, a
text by a writer who believes stories can help
to restore what is damaged, what is stifled by
pandemic, may be just what we need.
In a new selection from the classic text,
novelist and writer Carlo Gébler retells
Boccaccio’s tales for the contemporary
reader, and shows the capacity of narrative
to restore the battered psyche to health.

‘In this inspired retelling of tales from
the Decameron, Carlo Gébler has found a
subtle way of addressing our predicament
in these plague years. But Tales We Tell
Ourselves is more than a tract for the times
– it is a wonderful work of narrative fiction
in its own right.’ – John Banville

CARLO GÉBLER is a novelist, biographer,
playwright, memoirist, critic and occasional
broadcaster. In 2019, he published a retelling
of Aesop’s Fables with New Island and Head
of Zeus. He lives in Northern Ireland.

‘�e majority of us don’t have a countryside
villa to retreat to, but there are ways in
which Boccaccio’s advice remains relevant.
�e Decameron reminds us that we need
the support of others to make it through.’

November 2020
215x135 mm, 374pp
Rights available: World

—André Spicer, New Statesman
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A QUIET TIDE
Marianne Lee

At the time of her death in 1815, twentynine-year-old Ellen Hutchins had catalogued
over a thousand species of seaweed and
plants from her native Bantry Bay. Ireland’s
first female botanist, Ellen was a major
contributor to nineteenth-century scientific
discovery. And yet, like so many brilliant
women lost in history, it is her personal
story that will resonate today.
In her remarkable debut novel, Marianne
Lee fuses fact with fiction to imagine Ellen’s
rich but tormented inner life, repressed by
the gender and class confines of her time.
Unmarried, childless and sickly, Ellen
is considered an ‘unsuccessful’ woman,
dutifully bound to her family’s once grand
and isolated estate, Ballylickey House. Still,
she glimpses a happiness and autonomy she
can never quite articulate as she reaches for
meaning and expression, until the eruption
of a long-simmering family feud and the rise
of Ellen’s own darkness – her ‘quiet tide’ –
will conspire to destroy her fragile future.
MARIANNE LEE lives in Dublin. She has
a degree in Visual Communications from
the National College of Art and Design
and an MPhil in Creative Writing from
Trinity College Dublin. Marianne works as
a designer and copywriter and has published
a selection of poetry. A Quiet Tide is her first
novel.

May 2020
Format: 215x135mm PB, 396pp
Rights available: World

‘Marianne Lee is a new literary star.’ –
Nuala O’Connor

‘A writer of substance & intelligence,
declining the embellishments of linguist
pyrotechnics, unafraid to let her tale unfold
at its own pace. She is canny in what she
puts in & wise in what she leaves out, so
that Ellen’s fate haunts the reader’
– Sunday Business Post
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THE BOGMAN
Walter Macken

Orphaned as a child, Cahal Kinsella returns
from an industrial school in Letterfrack
to the small farming village of Caherlo in
West Galway, to live under the rule of his
tyrannical grandfather. Cahal must learn to
assert his individuality if he is to have any
hope of freedom from his misery.
With humour and humanity, Walter
Macken paints a haunting, memorable
portrait of the hard life of subsistence
farming, of loveless arranged marriages, and
rebellion against suffocating social mores.
Written in 1952, this masterpiece is
brought back to life in New Island’s Modern
Irish Classics series.
WALTER MACKEN (1915-1967) was
successful and prolific Irish writer. Born in
Galway, the scene of many of his works, he
was the author of twelve novels and four
short story collections between 1948 and
1966.

May 2020
Format 198x129mm PB, 384pp
Rights available: World

‘A vigorous … talent in Anglo-Irish fiction.’
– The New York Times

‘Wise and compassionate and violently
Irish’ – Harper’s Magazine
‘A born story teller has shared his seeing
and feeling in words that sing to his
readers’ – Kirkus Reviews
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FICTION

CITY OF THE TRIBES
Walter Macken

These stories, rich with the passion and
drama which characterise all of Walter
Macken’s writing, were conceived by the
author as a thematic collection, providing a
stunning evocation of the life and people of
Galway in the 1940s. They document a time
and a place, yet they also have a timeless
appeal in their portrayal of the people of
the city whom Macken knew and loved
so well. Full of insight and humour, they
do not romanticise the past; rather they
celebrate the qualities of ordinary people in
their struggles with poverty, with political
conservatism and with the sea, ever-present
elements in the life of the city of the tribes.
Walter Macken has long been one of
Ireland’s most popular writers. A novelist
who defined in fiction the wolrd of the
‘plain people’ of the west of Ireland, he was a
master of the Irish short story.
WALTER MACKEN (1915-1967) was
successful and prolific Irish writer. Born in
Galway, the scene of many of his works, he
was the author of twelve novels and four
short story collections between 1948 and
1966.
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‘Macken was attuned to the menacing
depths that lay behind the physical exterior.’
– The Irish Times

�e explosive material is handled well ...
the thoughts and actions of the people in
this book are as real as the strong tea they
are forever drinking.’ – New York Times
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EASY READER

VOICES

An Open Door Book of Stories

Patricia Scanlan (Ed)

Open Door started as a literacy project
in 1998, the brainchild of author Patricia
Scanlan and New Island Publisher Edwin
Higel. Originally envisaged as ageappropriate literacy material for adults, this
series of easy reader novellas by well-known
Irish writers has found audiences across the
globe in the two decades since it began.
In this our first collection of stories, we
have gathered a range of voices to suit every
taste. With themes ranging from family and
friendship to ageing, love and childhood,
there is something for everyone. So come
on in...
PATRICIA SCANLAN is the bestselling
Irish author of more than twenty books. A
former librarian, she is the series editor for
Open Door.

Featuring writing from:
Blindboy Boatclub
Dermot Bolger
Marita Conlon-McKenna
Sinéad Crowley
Martina Devlin
Roddy Doyle
Christine Dwyer Hickey
Rachael English
Patrick Freyne
Yan Ge
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Carlo Gébler
Ciara Geraghty
Ruth Gilligan
Emily Hourican
Úna-Minh Kavanagh
Louise Kennedy
Sinéad Moriarty
Graham Norton
Nuala O’Connor
Roisín O’Donnell
Sheila O’Flanagan

Colm O’Regan
Paul Perry
Deirdre Purcell
Donal Ryan
Patricia Scanlan
Melatu Uche Okorie
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IN HER SHOES

Women of the Eighth

Erin Darcy

In early 2018, Erin Darcy created an online
art project, In Her Shoes - Women of the
Eighth, to safely and anonymously share
private stories of the real and devastating
impact of the Eighth Amendment to the
Constitution of Ireland. In the five months
leading up to the referendum on abortion,
the project asked a simple question of
undecided voters: put yourself in her
shoes. Within weeks, Erin was receiving
hundreds of stories from a broad spectrum
of experiences of planned and unplanned
terminations. By the time Ireland historically
voted Yes to Repeal the Eighth on 25 May
2018, the page had gathered over 100,000
followers, was reaching over four million
readers each week and had been featured by
international news outlets.
In Her Shoes� Women of the Eighth
reproduces 32 of those anonymous stories,
representing the entire island of Ireland.
Published with their authors’ consent
and illustrated by Erin, they are powerful
testimonies to storytelling as salvation from
heartache and stigma.
ERIN DARCY is an American-born Irish
artist and activist, based in Galway. In Her
Shoes is her first book.
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‘We will never know how many untold
stories the Eighth Amendment le� behind.
In telling some of them, this book honours
them all.’ – Tara Flynn
‘�ese are real stories, real women, real
bodies, real lives. �is could be my story,
my body, my life too. Our stories keep us
alive.’ – Totally Dublin
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PERSONAL ESSAYS

-------------------------------------MAEVE IN AMERICA

Maeve Higgins

Fi�een funny and perceptive essays
about one woman’s messy path to
finding her footing in another country,
by Irish comedian, author, actor and
podcaster Maeve Higgins.
Maeve Higgins was already a bestselling
author and comedian in Ireland when,
at the grand age of thirty-one, she left the
only home she’d ever known in search of
something more. Several years on, these
essays form a smart, warm and revealing
story of how Maeve found herself, literally
and figuratively, in New York City.
Here are stories of learning to live
with yourself while you’re still figuring out
how to love yourself, of not being able to
afford a dress for the ball and of the true
significance of realising what sort of shelter
dog you would be. Self-aware and full of her
signature banter, Maeve in America is also a
fearless exploration of some of today’s most
urgent concerns: identity, migration, politics
and activism.
MAEVE HIGGINS is a contributing writer
for The New York Times and the host of the hit
podcast Maeve in America, as well as co-host
of Mothers of Invention. She is a comedian
who has performed all over the world. Now
based in New York, she cohosts Neil deGrasse
Tyson’s StarTalk, on National Geographic.
Higgins appeared in her first starring film role
in the 2019 comedy Extra Ordinary.
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‘�is is a really funny, really natural, really
gi�ed writer’ – Kevin Barry
‘If Tina Fey and David Sedaris had a
daughter, she would be Maeve Higgins’
– Glamour

‘Comic and thought-provoking’
– Sinéad Gleeson

‘Her best yet’ – Una Mullally
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FOLKLORE / CELTIC LANGUAGES

PEIG SAYERS

Not the Final Word

Pádraig Ó Héalaí and
Bo Almqvist
In January 1952, six years before she died,
the celebrated Irish storyteller Peig Sayers
was interviewed by a team from the Irish
Folklore Commission in hospital in Dublin.
She was more than happy to be recorded,
and pleased to be visited by old friends, all
of whom spoke fluent Kerry Irish.
Here these interviews are published
for the first time, along with a substantial
introduction and detailed annotation — all
with an English translation. Peig tells her
versions of international folktales, a Fenian
tale, some prayers, migratory legends and
historical and supernatural lore, illustrated
in paintings by her son, Mícheál Ó Gaoithín.
She emerges as a warm and authentic
storyteller, with a ready sense of humour,
a deep knowledge of traditional narrative
and highly skilled in its presentation. This
collection reaffirms Peig Sayers’ position in
the first rank of Irish storytellers and firmly
establishes her tales in the canon of Irish
oral literature.
PÁDRAIG Ó HÉALAÍ is a retired Senior
Lecturer in Modern Irish at NUI, Galway.
His area of specialisation is Irish folklore
and he has published widely on this topic.
BO ALMQVIST was Former Head of the
Department of Irish Folklore, University
College Dublin. He specialised in Irish folk
literature and folk beliefs.
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‘The rescuing of the great storyteller
Peig Sayers from the bored contempt of
generations of school students is one of
the noblest causes in Irish letters. Any
remaining doubts about her status as an
artist are banished by Bo Almqvist and
Pádraig Ó Héalaí[s] wonderful ... Níl
Deireadh Ráite�Not the Final Word.’
– The Irish Times
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FILM HISTORY

MAKING RYAN’S
DAUGHTER

The Myths, Madness and
Mastery

Paul Benedict Rowan
David Lean’s making of Ryan’s Daughter in
Dingle between 1968 and 1970 is shrouded
in myth and sensational stories. Robert
Mitchum and the glamour and mischief
of 1960s Hollywood, the Irish climate, the
studio system and one of film’s greatest
auteurs all converged to make a troubled
and fabled production in an unsuspecting
town in Co. Kerry.
Fifty years on, Paul Benedict Rowan
has written the definitive account of one of
the great movie follies and its unique place
in cinematic and Irish history. Bringing
together exclusive cast and crew interviews,
a wealth of previously unseen archive
material and extraordinary accounts of the
local people who took Lean and his epic
to their hearts, this pacy, entertaining and
often jaw-dropping account is everything
you ever wanted to know about David Lean’s
great ‘fillum’ and its tragic aftermath.
PAUL BENEDICT ROWAN was born in
Dublin. His first book, The Team That Jack
Built, was published in 1994 to considerable
critical acclaim. Paul has worked for a
number of newspapers in Ireland, as well
as the BBC World Service, where he was a
producer, reporter and presenter for eight
years. He has worked for The Sunday Times
since 2000.
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‘A gi� from the non-fiction gods’
– Sunday Independent

‘Serious, insightful, evocative – and in
many ways a more impressive achievement
than the film itself.’
– Sunday Business Post
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