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NICKY & VERA
A Quite Hero of the Holocaust and the Children He Rescued

(Norton Children’s Books, January 2021, World English)

This exquisitely illustrated picture book explores the story of Sir Nicholas George 
Winton, who oversaw the evacuation of more than 600 Jewish children from Prague to 
the U.K. on the eve of World War II.

Told through the eyes of one child, Vera, this meticulously researched, stunning picture 
book tells the true story of Nicholas Winton (1909-2015), a British diplomat who lived 
and worked in Prague in the years preceding World War II. Winton recognized that 
Jewish children were under threat by the encroaching Nazi regime and decided to do 
what he could to prevent it. He falsified papers, organized train tickets, and transported 
over six hundred Jewish children to safety in the UK. Winton never took any credit for 
this extraordinary rescue. His story was little-known until a few years ago, when 
remaining survivors – including Vera – uncovered the identity of their rescuer, and were 
finally able to thank him. Winton was honored with a knighthood by the Queen in 2003.

Peter Sís has been awarded the Hans Christian Andersen Medal, three Caldecott Honors, 
theDeutscher Jugendliteraturpreis, and scores of other awards and honors. His art has 
been shown in solo exhibitions around the globe. Other titles by Peter Sís include Starry 
Messenger, Tibet Through the Red Box, The Three Golden Keys, Robinson, The Pilot 
and the Little Prince, and many more. Born in Czechoslovakia before the fall of the iron 
curtain, Sís now makes his home in the United States.

Sample art on following slides….

Peter Sís
Agent: Brenda Bowen

**Art and text available now**

Trim: 24cm x 30.5cm 
Extent: 64 pages. 
Full color throughout 
Tentative pub: January  2021 
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CLEO PORTER AND THE BODY 
ELECTRIC

(Feiwel & Friends, October 2020; *Feiwel has World English rights)

A woman is dying. Cleo Porter has her medicine. And no way to deliver it.
Like everyone else, twelve-year-old Cleo and her parents are sealed in an apartment 
without windows or doors. They never leave. They never get visitors. Their food is 
dropped off by drones. So they’re safe. Safe from the disease that nearly wiped humans 
from the earth. Safe from everything. The trade-off?
They’re alone. Thus, when they receive a package clearly meant for someone else - a 
package containing a substance critical for a stranger’s survival - Cleo is stuck. As a 
surgeon-in-training, she knows the clock is ticking. But people don’t leave their units.
Not ever. Until now.

A remarkable new page-turning sci-fi adventure, CLEO PORTER marks a new direction 
for beloved middle grade author Jake Burt. 

Jake Burt
Agent: Faye Bender
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FACELESS

(HarperCollins, 2022) 

Spies, sisters, and secrets

From Newbery Honor-winning author of the Guardians of Ga’hoole series, Kathryn 
Lasky, comes the riveting adventure of young British spies on a secret German mission 
during WWII. Over the centuries, a small clan of spies called the Tabula Rasa has 
worked ceaselessly to fight oppression. They can pass unseen through enemy lines and 
"become" other people without being recognized. They are, essentially, faceless. 

Alice and Louise Winfield are sisters and spies in the Tabula Rasa. They're growing up 
in war-time England, where the threat of Nazi occupation is ever near. But Louise wants 
to live an ordinary life and leaves the agency. Now, as Alice faces her most dangerous 
assignment yet, she fears the threat of discovery, but, worst of all, she fears losing her 
own sister. 

Kathryn Lasky is the Newbery Honor-winning author of many books, including the 
Tangled in Time series, She Caught the Light, Guardians of Ga’Hoole, made into the 
Warner Bros. movie Legend of the Guardians: The Owls of Ga’Hoole; and Sugaring 
Time, awarded a Newbery Honor. She has twice won the National Jewish Book Award. 
She lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts with her husband. www.kathrynlasky.com

Kathryn Lasky
Agent: Brenda Bowen
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**Manuscript available now**

For a list of Kathryn Lasky’s international 
publishers, please see next slide.
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Kathryn Lasky

British (HarperCollins UK)
Chinese (Complex Char. Only)/(Sharp Point)
Chinese (Simplified Only)/(Hubei Children's Press) (Jieli Publishing)
Czech (Mlada Fronta)
French (Pocket Jeunesse)
German( Ravensburger)
Greek (Compupress)
Hungarian (Animus)
Italian (Arnoldo Mondadori Editore)
Indonesian (Dinamedia)
Japanese (Media Factory)
Korean (Moonhak Soochup) 
Polish (Nowa Basn)
Portuguese- Brazil (Fundamento)
Portuguese- Portugal (Presenca)
Russian (Astrel) 
Serbian (Carobna Knjiga)
Slovene/ Zalozba Alica
Spanish (Ediciones B)
Turkish (Vatan Kitap)
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International publishers

Note: Most of Kathryn Lasky’s backlist
titles are repped by Scholastic US



THE CASTORS OF GLENDUNNY

(HarperCollins, 2022) 

Kathryn Lasky, author of the multi-national bestseller THE GUARDIANS OF 
GA’HOOLE, writes a new animal-fantasy series featuring industrious, amazing 
beavers, in an epic story of loyalty, heroism, and the courage to speak truth to power. 

THE CASTORS OF GLENDUNNY tells the story of a colony of castors who have been 
hiding, almost in plain sight, for five hundred years. Their safety and livelihood -- timber 
-- depends on their not being discovered. Humans have destroyed the ecology of so many 
of their fellow creatures' habitats that they will doubtless do the same for the castors. 
Added to that, the ruling council of the castors knows that their homeland hides a terrible 
secret: one that has been buried for centuries, and that no one must know.

The trouble begins when one young castor, Dunwattle, is disturbed by what he thinks is a 
ghost. In his panic, strays far from the den, where he is discovered -- and photographed!--
by a two-legs. As soon as the council learns of this, they are determined to get the lynxes 
to “take out” Dunwattle -- but what they don't know is that Dunwattle's best friendis just 
as determined to save him and to keep the castors’ secrets.

HarperCollins has signed the first two books in this series, with the first to be 
published in 2022. Other books are planned. 

KATHRYN LASKY is the Newbery Honor-winning author of over one hundred books 
for children and young adults. Her beloved Guardians of Ga'Hoole fantasy series has 
more than seven million copies in print. She is also the author of the Wolves of the 
Beyond series, as well as A Time for Courage and other stand-alone and series books. 

Kathryn Lasky
Agent: Brenda Bowen
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**Manuscript available February 2021**

Tentative pub: Summer 2022

For a list of Kathryn Lasky’s international
publishers, please see previous slide. 



OF A FEATHER

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Winter 2021)

Rufus, a fledgling Great Horned owl and Reenie, an eleven-year-old girl must learn to 
trust in each other—and in themselves in this open-hearted rendering of true friendship. 
Rufus’s ears must be broken, because he’s eight months old and still can’t hunt in the 
dark. When his mother is hit by a car and taken by a human, he discovers just how 
dangerous the unforgiving forest can be.

Reenie has given up on adults and learned how to care for herself, which is a good thing, 
since she’s sent to live with a stranger—an alleged aunt she’s never even heard of—
while her mom is in the hospital. Yet this aunt, Beatrice, has a wonderful secret: she’s a 
master falconer with a hawk named Red. Reenie is enchanted by Red, and even more so 
by the prospect of catching an injured passage hawk in the wild and rehabilitating it. 
But instead of catching a passage hawk, Reenie traps poor, bedraggled Rufus, whose 
great, golden eyes lock onto her heart. Even though it’s against the rules, Aunt Bea 
reluctantly agrees to help Reenie train the owl for falconry. Together, Rufus and Reenie 
learn that partnership is more powerful than going it alone, though the time inevitably 
comes when Rufus must trust that he can return to the forest and survive on his own in 
the wild, and Reenie must believe that by opening her heart, she too can soar.

Danya Lorentz
Agent: Faye Bender
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“Dayna writes the inner thoughts of animals better than anyone I know, and readers are 
going to fall in love with Rufus the fierce and lovable great horned owl, just like I 
did! This sweet, funny story of a prickly girl and the owl she helps rescue is a perfect tale 
of outcasts, friendship, falconry, and the families we create.”
--Tui T. Sutherland, New York Times bestselling author of the Wings of Fire series

Foreign rights sales to: De Agostini (Italy – in a preempt); cbj (Germany – at auction)



TALES FROM THE HINTERLAND

A gorgeously illustrated collection of twelve original stories by the New York 
Times bestselling author of The Hazel Wood and The Night Country

Before The Hazel Wood, there was Althea Proserpine’s Tales from the Hinterland...

Journey into the Hinterland, a brutal and beautiful world where a young woman spends a 
night with Death, brides are wed to a mysterious house in the trees, and an enchantress is 
killed twice―and still lives.

Perfect for new readers and dedicated fans alike, Melissa Albert's Tales from the 
Hinterland features full-page illustrations by Jim Tierney, foil stamping, two-color 
interior printing, and printed endpapers.

Melissa Albert is the New York Times bestselling author of The Hazel Wood and The 
Night Country. She was the founding editor of the Barnes & Noble Teen Blog and has 
written for McSweeney’s, Time Out Chicago, and MTV. Melissa is from Illinois and lives 
in Brooklyn, New York.

Melissa Albert
Agent: Faye Bender
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(Dial/PRH January 2021)



FIREKEEPER’S DAUGHTER

(Henry Holt Books for Young Readers, March 2021) 

A heart-pounding debut thriller that heralds a major new voice on the YA 
landscape. Bought at auction with 12 bidders participating.

Daunis’s mixed heritage and unenrolled tribal status have always made her feel 
like an outsider both in her hometown and on the nearby Indian reservation. 
Now, instead of spending the summer after high school anticipating college, 
Daunis prepares for a different future: staying home to care for her emotionally 
fragile mother after back-to-back family tragedies. The only bright spot is 
meeting Jamie, her high school hockey superstar brother’s newest teammate.

Everything changes when Daunis witnesses a murder and she is thrust into a drug 
ring investigation and learns of corruption, deception and betrayal from the 
people closest to her. Daunis must decide what it means to be a strong 
Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe woman) when she is forced to choose between saving 
those she loves, helping the FBI, and protecting the tribal community.

Angeline Boulley, an enrolled member of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians, is a storyteller who writes about her Ojibwe community in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Angeline worked as Director of the Office of Indian Education 
at the U.S. Department of Education and her entire career has focused on 
improving the education of Native American students.

Foreign rights sales to: Rizzoli (Italy – in a preempt); Nathan (France – in a 
preempt); cbj (Germany); OneWorld (UK – at auction); Kinnert (Hebrew)

Angeline Boulley
Agent: Faye Bender
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WINTERKEEP 
A Graceling Realm Novel

(Dial/Penguin Books for Young Readers, January 2021)

The highly anticipated next book in the New York Times bestselling, award-winning 
Graceling Realm series, which has sold over 4 million copies worldwide

"Some authors can tell a good story; some can write well. Cashore is one of the rare 
novelists who do both."-- New York Times Book Review 

Four years after Bitterblue left off, a new land has been discovered to the east. 
Winterkeep is a land of miracles, a democratic republic run by people who like each 
other, where people speak to telepathic sea creatures, adopt telepathic foxes as pets, and 
fly across the sky in ships attached to balloons. But when Bitterblue's envoys to 
Winterkeep drown under suspicious circumstances, she and Giddon and her half sister, 
Hava, set off to discover the truth--putting both Bitterblue's life and Giddon's heart to the 
test when Bitterbue is kidnapped. Giddon believes she has drowned, leaving him and 
Hava to solve the mystery of what's wrong in Winterkeep.

Lovisa Cavenda is the teenage daughter of a powerful Scholar and Industrialist (the 
opposing governing parties) with a fire inside her that is always hungry, always just 
nearly about to make something happen. She is the key to everything, but only if she can 
figure out what's going on before anyone else, and only if she's willing to transcend the 
person she's been all her life.

SELECTED PRAISE AND AWARDS FOR THE GRACELING REALM BOOKS:
New York Times and Publishers Weekly bestsellers (all)
YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults (all)
Best Book of the Year: New York Times, Washington Post, School Library Journal, 
Publishers Weekly, Kirkus, Booklist, Amazon, The Bulletin, B&N (all)

Agent: Faye Bender
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Kristin Cashore grew up in northeast 
Pennsylvania and earned her master's degree from 
the Center for the Study of Children's Literature at 
Simmons College. She lives in the Boston area. 

Foreign rights sold: Gollancz (UK)

Kristin Cashore
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DON’T ASK ME WHERE I’M FROM

(Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Simon & Schuster, August 2020)

Fifteen-year-old Liliana Cruz moves between worlds and constantly crosses over 
walls, some she puts up for herself and some built by others. Her father has 
disappeared—gone one night without any warning—and her mother’s depression is 
growing worse. From her family’s apartment in Boston to her fancy high school in the 
suburbs, and from speaking Spanish with her family to honors French at school, Lili is 
pulled in many directions and begins to find some barriers unscalable.
When racial tensions at Lili’s high school force people to choose sides, she must figure 
out how to stay true to her identity and finds herself more involved in issues of social 
justice than ever before. Her struggle comes to a head when Lili realizes that her father’s 
absence isn’t a voluntary one, but that he has been deported and is struggling to get back 
to his family. When the news spreads she decides to push through walls, translating her 
words into action. What Liliana does—or doesn’t do—could alter the fate of her 
community, her family, and her future.
Sold at auction with eight houses bidding

“A funny, perceptive, and much-needed book telling a much-needed story.”
--Celeste Ng, author of the New York Times bestseller Little Fires Everywhere
“With Liliana Cruz, Jennifer De Leon has created a character who embodies her parents’ 
decision to flee the violence of their home and migrate to a faraway place, who chooses 
to live and love as boldly as they have. Written with humor and grace, with intimacy and 
empathy, Don’t Ask Me Where I’m From is the perfect coming of age novel for our 
time.”
--Matt Mendez, author of Barely Missing Everything and Twitching Heart

Foreign rights sold to: Il Castoro (Italy – in a preempt)

Jennifer De Leon
Agent: Faye Bender

THE BOOK GROUP | FRANKFURT 2020

Young Adult



THE WUHAN I KNOW

(Balzer + Bray/HarperCollins, Summer 2021)

Laura Gao
Agent: Brenda Bowen
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Young Adult graphic novel

Based on a Twitter story that went viral, this graphic novel is about growing 
up in two worlds, struggles with identity, and prejudices underscored by the 
pandemic.

Laura Gao immigrated from Wuhan to Texas when she was a child. Before 
COVID-19, not many people Laura encountered had heard of her hometown. 
Mostly the word "Wuhan" was met with blank stares and puzzlement. But all that 
changed in January of 2020. First, there were reports of an illness affecting local 
people in Wuhan, which made Laura alarmed for her extended family, most of 
whom lived there. Then, as the local outbreak became a pandemic -- and the US 
response was so unlike the response in China -- Laura was met with racist taunts 
on the street, and she became alarmed for her own safety too. This new wave of 
racism is particularly distressing for Laura and other young Asian Americans, as it 
highlights how, even now, belonging is conditional.

In THE WUHAN I KNOW, she looks her life as a queer Chinese-American 
immigrant who spent most of her youth trying to reconcile her outsider identity 
with her American peers. She was never "American enough" to fit in with them. 
As she travels back and forth from Wuhan to Texas, she also has to face that she 
can never be "Chinese enough" in the place where she was born.

Laura Gao was born in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, and grew up in several 
small towns in Central Texas. A graduate of University of Pennsylvania, she now 
lives in San Francisco, where she is a product manager at Twitter. She is also at 
work on another graphic novel, about all the girls she loved before. You can visit 
Laura at www.lauragao.com.

Sample art on the following slide….

Art and manuscript available January 
2021

http://www.lauragao.com/


THE WUHAN I KNOW, sample art
Laura Gao
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YOUR CORNER DARK

(Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Simon & Schuster, January 2021; *S&S has World English 
rights)

This stunning debut is Marlon James’ A Brief History of Seven Killings meets 
Richard Price’s Clockers for the YA audience.

Set on the unforgiving streets and majestic mountains surrounding Kingston, 
Jamaica, Frankie Green is an ambitious high school student with a talent for 
engineering who has just earned a ticket out with a full ride scholarship to the 
University of Arizona. But when a stray bullet gravely injures his father, Frankie 
must choose between following his dreams by taking his scholarship and finding 
a way to earn fast money to pay for the medications that might help save his 
father’s life. The only job available is work in a gang run by his uncle and 
controlled by a conflicted and dangerous police chief.

Frankie joins the posse and sinks further and further. Violence becomes second 
nature. But when art student Leah walks into his life, Frankie knows deep down 
that with her, he is his true self and with her lies his last hope for salvation.
YOUR CORNER DARK is a story that is by turns dark and exquisite, lush and 
vibrant; an exploration of the families we’re born into and the families we build. 

Desmond Hall was born in Jamaica, West Indies and moved to Jamaica, Queens 
and this is his debut.

Desmond Hall
Agent: Faye Bender
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See next slide for endorsement quotes on 
this extraordinary debut.
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YOUR CORNER DARK

(Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Simon & Schuster, January 2021; *S&S has World English 
rights)

“The best way to describe Your Corner Dark is to say it’s a stomach-knotter. It’s one of 
those tales that ties you up, turns you inside-out, wrings you like a wet cloth. Desmond 
Hall leaves us no choice but to root for Frankie Green, a young man in Jamaica doing 
everything he can to claw himself out of the bear trap of his environment, that has 
transformed him, not exactly into a bear, but definitely into more than just a good boy. 
Take note—Hall is a hurricane of a writer.”
–Jason Reynolds, New York Times bestselling author

"A riveting, fiercely heartfelt and gutsy exploration of one boy's determination to wrest 
control over his own life, on his own terms. Readers will find it impossible not to root for 
Frankie as he is confronted with one impossible choice after another. Your Corner Dark
is a memorable and unmissable debut by an author to watch.”
--Courtney Summers, New York Times bestselling author of SADIE

“A striking coming of age debut!” 
--Tiffany D. Jackson, author of GROWN and MONDAY'S NOT COMING

Desmond Hall
Agent: Faye Bender
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A NIGHT TWICE AS LONG

(Farrar, Straus & Giroux, June 2021)

Andrew Simonet
Agent: Faye Bender
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Young Adult

What do you call the difference between what you should feel 
and what you do feel? Life?

The blackout has been going on for three weeks. But Alex feels 
like she’s been living in the dark for a year, ever since her 
brother, who has autism, was removed from the house, 
something Alex blames herself for. So when her best friend, 
Anthony, asks her to trek to another town to figure out the truth 
about the blackout, Alex says yes.

On a journey that ultimately takes all day and night, Alex’s 
relationships with Anthony, her brother, and herself will 
transform in ways that change them all forever.

In this honest and gripping young adult novel, Andrew Simonet
spins a propulsive tale about what it means to turn on the lights 
and look at what’s real.

Andrew Simonet is a choreographer and writer in Philadelphia. 
His first novel, Wilder, published in 2018. He co-directed 
Headlong Dance Theater for twenty years and founded Artists 
U, an incubator for helping artists make sustainable lives. He 
lives in West Philadelphia with his wife, Elizabeth, and their two 
sons.



THE PROJECT

(Wednesday Books/Macmillan February 2021 *Wednesday Books has World 
English rights.*)

The next pulls-no-punches thriller from New York Times bestselling and Edgar 
Award-winning author Courtney Summers, about an aspiring young journalist 
determined to save her sister from a cult.

"The Unity Project saved my life.”
Lo Denham is used to being on her own. After her parents died, Lo's sister, Bea, 

joined The Unity Project, leaving Lo in the care of their great aunt. Thanks to its 
extensive charitable work and community outreach, The Unity Project has won the hearts 
and minds of most in the Upstate New York region, but Lo knows there's more to the 
group than meets the eye. She's spent the last six years of her life trying, and failing, to 
prove it.

"The Unity Project murdered my son.”
When a man shows up at the magazine Lo works for claiming The Unity Project 

killed his son, Lo sees the perfect opportunity to expose the group and reunite with Bea 
once and for all. When her investigation puts her in the direct path of its charismatic and 
mysterious leader, Lev Warren, he proposes a deal: if she can prove the worst of her 
suspicions about The Unity Project, she may expose them. If she can't, she must finally 
leave them alone.

But as Lo delves deeper into The Project, the lives of its members, and spends more 
time with Lev, it upends everything she thought she knew about her sister, herself, cults, 
and the world around her--to the point she can no longer tell what's real or true. Lo never 
thought she could afford to believe in Lev Warren . . . but now she doesn't know if she 
can afford not to.

Welcome to The Unity Project.

See next slide for fabulous endorsement quotes. 

Courtney Summers
Agent: Faye Bender
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Courtney Summers is the bestselling and critically 
acclaimed author of several novels for young adults, 
including Cracked Up to Be, All the 
Rage and Sadie. Her work has received numerous 
awards and honors--including the Edgar Award, 
John Spray Mystery Award, Cybils Award and 
Odyssey Award--and has been recognized by many 
library, 'Best Of' and Readers' Choice lists. She lives 
and writes in Canada.



THE PROJECT

(Wednesday Books/Macmillan February 2020 *Wednesday Books has World 
English rights.)

"This book is brave and raw and exciting and wise―wise about girls and women, 
weakness and strength, and the bittersweet beauty of being human." - Melissa 
Albert, New York Times bestselling author of The Hazel Wood series

"Masterful and devastating. The Project welcomes you into its world with the warmth of 
a minister and peels back the psychology of its characters―joiners and questioners 
alike―with a precision only Courtney Summers is capable of. Trust me: there is no flaw 
in The Project." - Somaiya Daud, international bestselling author of Mirage and Court of 
Lions

"Courtney Summers has done it again: Broke my heart and pieced it back together in 
unexpected ways. The Project is a beautiful, thrilling testament to love. It takes a 
compelling deep dive into what makes people want to belong and you'll leave it gasping 
for air. This book is a baptism for your soul." - Maurene Goo, author of Somewhere Only 
We Know and The Way You Make Me Feel

"Completely electrifying from start to finish―I can't think of another writer who takes 
the risks Courtney Summers does and sticks the landing every single time." - Kara 
Thomas, author of The Cheerleaders and The Darkest Corners

"Courtney Summers has, once again, written a devastatingly perfect novel. The 
Project will charm you, thrill you, and ultimately gut you, all while challenging every 
preconceived notion you had about cults and our relationship with them." - Kaitlin Ward, 
author of Girl in a Bad Place and Lie to Me

Courtney Summers
Agent: Faye Bender
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