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GENERAL FICTION 
 

Going Under 

 

Dr Kitty Holliday is on a journey exploring sex, 
death, and Propofol…  
 
Dr. Katarina (Kitty) Holliday thought that once she finished 
medical school and found gainful employment at one of 
Sydney’s best teaching hospitals that her dream was just 
beginning. The hard years, she thought, were finally over.  
 
But Kitty is in for a rude shock. In between trying to survive on 
the ward, in the operating theatre and in the emergency 
department without killing any of her patients or wanting to 
kill herself, Kitty finds herself facing situations that rock her 
very understanding of the vocation she has devoted her life to.  
 
Going Under is a rare window into the world of a junior 
female medico that takes a good hard look at what being a 
doctor is really about and the unexpectedly separate worlds 
of clinical medicine and humanity. It explores the big 
themes – life, death, power and love through the eyes of Dr 
Holliday as she loses her identity and almost her mind in the 
unique world of the hospital. But it is also here that Kitty 
finds her own redemption and finally meets herself properly 
for the first time. 

 

Going Under is a unique insight into the brutal world of 
medical training. It is darkly funny, sad, inspiring and 
(perhaps unexpectedly) sexy. 

 
 

Genre: Commercial fiction 
Rights sold: Allen & Unwin (ANZ) 
Publication date: Sept 2019 
Rights available: World (ex ANZ) 
Materials available: edited manuscript 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sonia Henry 
 
Sonia Henry is in her early 
30s and lives and works as a 
doctor in Sydney. When 
she’s not being a medic she 
devotes her spare time to 
writing and has been 
published in Kevin MD 
(Americas leading physician 
blog), SMH, The Australian 
Medical Students Journal, 
and has scientific 
publications in the ANZ 
Journal of Surgery.  

 

Her most widely-read 
article was an anonymous 
piece ‘There is something 
rotten inside the medical 
profession’ which detailed 
the stress of medical 
training and was shared 
more than 20,000 times 
and re-published widely 
around the world. This 
article led to the start of a 
conversation that her novel 
Going Under seeks to 
continue.  
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LITERARY FICTION 
 

The Rubrics of Sleep 

New literary fiction from the 2018 NSW 
Premier’s Literary Award for Fiction-
shortlisted author, Catherine Cole 

 

 

When schoolgirl Ruth Fox meets the artist Harry Luby in a 
London cafe the two strike up an unconventional friendship. 
Harry recognises something in Ruth that links with his own 
past: both have lost members of their family in tragic 
circumstances.  

 

But does talking about the past really help people to get over 
their grief or is revenge a better option?  

 

As she prepares to take Harry back to Paris for the first time 
since he left the city, a much older Ruth reflects on life's often 
cruel lessons and the ways through which art helps us to 
transcend them.   

 

The Rubrics of Sleep is a novel that explores memory and loss, 
but with a message of hope. It shows the reader how life can 
be transformed through art and by letting go of what you can't 
change or get back. 

 

 

“…. Catherine Cole’s writing is beautiful, full of intelligence and 
grace, and always suggestively understated.” Kerryn 
Goldsworthy, The Canberra Times 
 

 

Genre: Literary fiction 
Rights sold: UWA Publishing (ANZ) 
Rights available: World (ex ANZ); Film/TV 
Publication date: September 2019 
Materials available: edited manuscript 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Catherine Cole 
 
Catherine Cole is a fiction 
and non-fiction writer and 
an academic in Literary 
Studies and Creative 
Writing. 

 

Her most recent publication 
Seabirds Crying in the 
Harbour Dark, a collection 
of short stories published in 
October 2017 by University 
of Western Australia 
Publishing was recently 
shortlisted for the 2018 
NSW Premier’s Literary 
Awards. 

 

Catherine’s other fictional 
works include the crime 
novels Skin Deep (Duffy and 
Snellgrove, 2002) and Dry 
Dock (HarperCollins, 1999; 
Duffy and Snellgrove, 2002) 
and a fictional memoir 
about the French in colonial 
Hanoi, Vietnam, The Grave 
at Thu Le (Picador, 2006). 
She has also published 
short stories and poetry. 

 

 

  

Agence
stamp v11 blanc



 

 

HINDSIGHT 
LITERARY AGENCY 

2 EVANS STREET BRUNSWICK VIC 3056 AUSTRALIA | rights@hindsight.net.au | www.hindsight.net.au | +61 416 035 061 

LITERARY FICTION 
 

The Artist’s Portrait 

“I couldn’t put it down.” Nikki Gemmell, best-
selling author 
 

Whatever it was that drew me to Muriel, it wasn't her charm. 

 

The Artist’s Portrait is a story about art, murder, and making 
your place in history. 

 

In 1992, morning sickness drives Jane to pre-dawn walks of her 
neighbourhood where she meets an unfriendly woman who 
sprays her with a hose as she passes by. When they do talk: 
Muriel Kemp eyes my pregnant belly and tells me if I really 
want to succeed, I'd get rid of the baby.  

 

Driven to find out more about her curmudgeonly neighbour, 
Jane Cooper begins to investigate the life of Muriel, who 
claims to be a famous artist from Sydney's bohemian 1920s. 
Contemporary critics argue that legend, rather than ability, has 
secured her position in history. They also claim that the real 
Muriel Kemp died in 1936. 

 

Murderer, narcissist, sexual deviant or artistic genius and a 
woman before her time: Who really is Muriel Kemp? 

 

“This novel is intriguing, evocative and had me catching my 
breath.” Joanna Nell, author of The Single Ladies of the 
Jacaranda Retirement Village 

 

 

Genre: Literary fiction 
Rights sold: Hachette (World) 
Rights available: Film/TV 
Publication date: March 2019 
Materials available: paperback, 288 pages 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Julie Keys 
 
Julie Keys lives in the 
Illawarra region on the 
NSW south coast. Her short 
stories have been published 
across a range of Australian 
journals. 

 

Julie has worked as a tutor, 
a registered nurse, a youth 
worker and as a clinical 
trials coordinator. She is 
now studying a PhD in 
creative arts at the 
University of Wollongong 
and writing full-time. Her 
debut novel, The Artist's 
Portrait, was shortlisted for 
The Richell Prize for 
Emerging Writers in 2017. 
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HISTORICAL / CRIME FICTION 
 

April in Paris, 1921: 
A Kiki Button Mystery 
 

It's 1921, and after two years at home in Australia, 
Katherine King Button has had enough. Her rich parents 
have ordered her to get married, but after serving as a 
nurse during the horrors of the Great War, she has vowed 
never to take orders again. She flees her parents and the 
prison of their expectations for the place of friendship and 
freedom: Paris. 

 

Paris in 1921 is the city of freedom, the place where she can 
remake herself as Kiki Button, gossip columnist 
extraordinaire, partying with the rich and famous, the 
bohemian and bold, the suspicious and strange. 

 

But on the modelling dais, Picasso gives her a job: to find his 
wife's portrait, which has gone mysteriously missing. That 
same night, her old spymaster from the war contacts her - 
she has to find a double agent or face jail. Through parties, 
whisky and informants, Kiki has to use every ounce of her 
determination, her wit and her wiles to save herself, the 
man she adores, and the life she has come to love - in just 
one week. 

 

Playful, charming, witty and very, very entertaining, Kiki 
Button - the fearless, beautiful and blonde-bobbed 
Australienne - is a heroine to win hearts. 
 

“This thoroughly entertaining, delightfully witty debut is 
imbued with Paris' unique ambiance and will have readers 
eagerly awaiting Button's next adventure.” Booklist (starred) 

 

Genre: Historical / crime fiction 
Rights sold: HarperCollins (World, ex-US); Pegasus (US) 
Rights available: Film/TV 
Publication date: May 2018 
Materials available: paperback, 312 pages 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Tessa Lunney 
 
Tessa Lunney is a novelist, 
poet, and occasional 
academic.  

 

In 2016 she won the 
prestigious Griffith 
University Josephine Ulrick 
Prize for Literature for 
'Chess and Dragonflies' and 
the A Room Of Her Own 
Foundation Orlando Prize 
for Fiction for her story 
'Those Ebola Burners 
Them'. She was also the 
recipient of a Varuna 
Fellowship.  

 

In 2013, she graduated 
from Western Sydney 
University with a Doctorate 
of Creative Arts that 
explored silence in 
Australian war fiction. In 
2014 she was awarded an 
Australia Council ArtStart 
grant for literature. Her 
work has been published in 
Best Australian Poems 
2014, Southerly, 
Cordite,Griffith Review, and 
the Australian Book Review, 
among others. 
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TRUE CRIME 
 

Murder at Dusk: 
How US soldier and smiling psychopath Eddie 
Leonski terrorised wartime Melbourne 
 

“[Shaw’s] approach is skilled and welcome … a consummate 
researcher … so engaging and thoughtful.” The Age/Sydney 
Morning Herald 

 

May 1942: Melbourne was torn between fearing Japanese 
invasion and revelling in the carnival atmosphere brought 
by the influx of 15,000 cashed-up American servicemen. But 
those US forces didn't guarantee safety. Not long after their 
arrival, the city would be gripped by panic when the body of 
a woman was found strangled, partially naked and brutally 
beaten. Six days later another woman was found dead and 
her body told the same horrific story. A murderer was 
stalking the streets. 

 

As women were warned not to travel alone, an intense 
manhunt ensued. Not long after a third woman was 
murdered, American soldier Eddie Leonski was arrested. A 
calculating psychopath, he had a twisted fascination with 
female voices, especially when they were singing . . . 
Acclaimed author Ian W. Shaw brings World War II 
Melbourne to life, and takes us into the mind of the 
Brownout Strangler, and a very different kind of terror. 

 

“Canberra historian Ian Shaw has done a superb job in re-
examining this fascinating case with new detail and casting 
it against the backdrop of wartime Melbourne and the Allied 
war effort.  Fascinating!”  Canberra Weekly 

 

“This true crime insight is an enthralling read.” Woman’s 
Day 
 

Genre: True crime 
Rights sold: Hachette (World) 
Rights available: Film/TV 
Publication date: June 2018 (ANZ); Jan 2020 (US) 
Materials available: paperback, 336 pages 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Ian W. Shaw 
 
Ian W. Shaw is an 
acclaimed writer of 
narrative nonfiction who 
has made an important 
contribution to Australian 
history. 

 

Ian has published seven 
works of Australian history, 
all of which are 
characterised by his ability 
to locate and access hidden 
tales from our past, and for 
his meticulous and far-
reaching research. He has a 
gift for effectively and 
sympathetically rendering 
the individuals within these 
stories on the page. He 
writes on history with a 
rare emotional depth, 
presenting engaging and 
accurate narratives that 
help make our collective 
past accessible and 
relatable. 
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YA FICTION 
 

The Tides Between 

2018 Children’s Book Council of Australia 
(CBCA) Notable Book for Older Readers  
 

“Many people can write a beautiful sentence and many people 
can even write a beautiful paragraph but when you find 
someone who has a sense of story that is unique. In The Tides 
Between, Elizabeth Jane Corbett imbues that sense of beautiful 
writing and sense of story with emotion and universal 
meaning.” Alison Goodman, New York Times bestselling 
author of Eon and Eona. 
  

In 1841, on the eve of her departure from London, Bridie’s 
mother demands she forget her dead father and prepare for a 
sensible, adult life in Port Phillip. Desperate to save her 
childhood, fifteen-year-old Bridie smuggles a notebook filled 
with her father’s fairy tales to the far side of the world. 

 

When Rhys Bevan, a soft-voiced young storyteller and fellow 
traveller, realises Bridie is hiding something, a magical 
friendship is born. But Rhys has his own secrets and the words 
written in Bridie’s notebook carry a dark double meaning. 

 

As they inch towards their destination, Rhys’s past returns to 

haunt him. Bridie grapples with the implications of her dad’s final 
message. The pair take refuge in fairy tales, little expecting the 
trouble it will cause. 

 
“The Tides Between pulls the reader in two directions, the 
desire to continue turning the pages at odds with an equally a 
strong wish to pause and reflect on its various intricacies, its 
depth." Isobel Blackthorn, Australian author 

 

Genre: YA historical fiction 
Rights sold: Odyssey Books (World English) 
Rights available: Translation; Film/TV 
Publication date: October 2017 
Materials available: paperback, 300 pages 
 
 

 

 
 
Elizabeth Jane 
Corbett 
 
When Elizabeth Jane 
Corbett isn’t writing, she 
works as a librarian, 
teaches Welsh at the 
Melbourne Celtic Club, 
writes reviews and articles 
for the Historical Novel 
Society and blogs at 
elizabethjanecorbett.com.  

 

In 2009, her short-story, 
'Beyond the Blackout 
Curtain', won the Bristol 
Short Story Prize. Another, 
'Silent Night', was 
shortlisted for the Allan 
Marshall Short Story 
Award. An early draft of her 
debut novel, The Tides 
Between, was shortlisted 
for a HarperCollins Varuna 
manuscript development 
award. 
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YA FICTION 
 

Stratification 

From best-selling Australian author Ilsa Evans 
 

In 2023, with conflict escalating throughout the world, a 
paranoid billionaire develops a type of force field, a fusion of 
charged molecules, designed to provide safety for only a few. 
The eventual construction, christened 'the shield', is donut-
shaped, funneling out from a manmade island to cover an area 
of around two hundred kilometres. Soon afterwards the world 
outside is obliterated. 

 

But the shield does more than simply protect those beneath. Five 
hundred years later society is very different. Gods rule with an 
iron fist, with winged dragards the only inhabitants of the sky. 
Proles are used for everything else, from servitude to surrogacy. 
Stratification is inescapable. Until, that is, a young girl from the 
farthest reaches of the shield sets off on her coming of age 
travels. And her heritage sets into motion a series of events that 
have been many years in the making. 
 

 
Genre: YA fantasy/dystopian 
Rights sold: Harbour Publishing House (ANZ) 
Rights available: World ex-ANZ; Film/TV 
Publication date: April 2018 
Materials available: paperback, 432 pages 

 

 
 
Ilsa Evans 
 
Critically-acclaimed author 
Ilsa Evans has published 14 
novels across a range of 
genres, from light fiction 
and short stories to memoir 
and murder mystery. Two 
of her previous titles have 
been shortlisted for the 
prestigious Davitt (Sisters in 
Crime) Awards. 

 

Ilsa also teaches creative 
writing students, writes 
social commentary and has 
been published in several 
newspapers and online 
journals. In 2011, she 
received the Eliminating 
Violence Against Women 
(EVA) Award for online 
journalism. 
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CONTEMPORARY AUSTRALIAN FICTION 
 

The Crocodile Hotel 

“[The Crocodile Hotel is] a story that needs to be told: a 
riveting account of a young Aboriginal woman ...” Linda 
Burney 

 

The Crocodile Hotel is an epic story of a young Aboriginal single 
mother’s awakening of identity and compassion in a remote 
Northern Territory community in 1976. This land holds a 
terrible secret of immense proportions, the earth is red with 
the memory. The old people are living witnesses to the past 
with all its misery and need for survival. 

 

Jane Reynolds is a teacher from Sydney who takes a position 
on a remote cattle property south of Arnhem Land. Jane 
arrives with her five-year-old son Aaron and must quickly learn 
to negotiate her place between black and white societies. She 
finds love with two charismatic men and meets traditional 
Aboriginal elders who change her life forever. Jane fights 
alongside the Lanniwah for land rights and finds respect and 
redemption for herself. 

 

The Crocodile Hotel explores the negotiation of identity and social 
status for a woman, born between cultures, who wants to 
overcome her ‘double stain, double shame’, and claim a 
legitimate place for herself and establish a sense of belonging. It is 
a tempestuous story of the Northern Territory that reveals the 
bloody history of the country and the Lanniwah people’s spiritual 
magic realism in their cultural landscape. This is a story that may 
challenge the way you think about Australia’s history. 
 

 
Genre: Contemporary fiction 
Rights sold: ANZ (Cyclops Press); Film (Lucky Country 
Productions) 
Rights available: World ex-ANZ 
Publication date: 2015 
Materials available: paperback, 320 pages 
 

 

 
 
Julie Janson 
 
Julie Janson is an 
established Australian 
playwright and novelist. 
She is of Aboriginal descent 
from the Burruberongal 
clan of the Darug Nation of 
the Hawkesbury River, 
NSW. 

 

Ten of Julie’s plays have 
been produced 
professionally in Australia, 
Indonesia and USA. 
Residencies include Asialink 
in Indonesia; Tyrone 
Guthrie Centre Residency 
Ireland and the BR Whiting 
Rome Studio; and the 2013 
Writing Fellowship Australia 
Council for the Arts. 

 

Julie’s plays have been 
nominated for an AWGIE 
Award, and shortlisted for 
the Patrick White Award 
and the Griffin Award. 

 

Julie is also a senior 
researcher at: 
historyofaboriginalsydney. 
edu.au 
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CRIME FICTION 
 

The Nell Forrest Mysteries 

Books 1 and 3 short-listed for the  
Davitt (Sisters in Crime) Award 

 

Nefarious Doings 
A Nell Forrest Mystery 1  

 
For Nell Forrest, life in the little town of Majic is not going 
smoothly. One of her five daughters has just swapped 
university for fruit-picking, another is about to hit puberty, 
while a third is suffering from middle-child syndrome. And it's 
only been a few months since Nell lost her husband of 25 
years. It's no surprise, then, that she is even struggling to write 
her weekly column. But the floodgates of inspiration are about 
to open with a vengeance. Murder and mayhem, arson and 
adultery, dungeons and death threats – plus a detective who is 
getting a little closer than he should. It's soon clear that 
nefarious doings are well and truly afoot. 

 

Ill Gotten Gains 

A Nell Forrest Mystery 2 
 
The country town of Majic is about to celebrate a milestone. 
It’s been 150 years since the founding father, Petar Majic, rode 
into the bush after a liquid lunch, vowing to build a house at 
whatever spot he reached by sunset. However, what 
happened next isn’t quite what town legend would have you 
believe. Secrets hidden for over a century slowly emerge and 
local columnist Nell Forrest will need her wits about her as the 
mystery of Majic casts its shadow into the present day, putting 
her family in grave danger. It's a race against time, literally. 

 

  

 
 
Ilsa Evans 
 
Critically-acclaimed author 
Ilsa Evans has published 13 
novels across a range of 
genres, from light fiction 
and short stories to memoir 
and murder mystery. Two 
of her previous titles have 
been shortlisted for the 
prestigious Davitt (Sisters in 
Crime) Awards. 

 

Ilsa also teaches creative 
writing students, writes 
social commentary and has 
been published in several 
newspapers and online 
journals. In 2011, she 
received the Eliminating 
Violence Against Women 
(EVA) Award for online 
journalism. 

 
 
 
Genre: Mystery/thriller 
Rights sold: World English 
(Pan Macmillan/ 
Momentum) 
Rights available: translation; 
film/TV 
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Forbidden Fruit 
A Nell Forrest Mystery 3 
 
Planting a tree in the backyard doesn't usually unearth the 
remains of a former resident. But now amateur sleuth Nell 
Forrest has the police on her doorstep, a television crew next 
door, and once again she's in the middle of a murder 
investigation. But this time it's personal – so personal that it 
brings her long-estranged father back into the family fold, 
along with some very uncomfortable revelations about the 
proclivities of her parents when they were young. Who would 
have thought that the little town of Majic had ever been such a 
swinging place to live? 

 

Dastardly Deeds 
A Nell Forrest Mystery 4 

 
It was supposed to be the holiday of a lifetime … 
When Nell Forrest’s life hits a speed bump (which is most 
definitely not a midlife crisis) a cruise around the 
Mediterranean seems like just the ticket. Unfortunately, that’s 
an idea shared by her mother, her ex-husband, his new 
partner, and a police detective with whom Nell has a stormy 
history. Fortunately, meditation is just one of the many 
activities offered aboard the luxury liner, but Nell will need 
more than that to face what lies ahead. One of her shipmates 
is a cold-blooded murderer and they, like the cruise, have only 
just begun... 
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Also by Ilsa Evans,  
the Australian best-seller: 

Broken 
“Terrifying, moving, compelling, important, enlightening, and 
deeply, deeply upsetting.” Sunday Telegraph 
 
“This is a compelling and disturbing book … Ilsa Evans delivers a 
beautifully composed novel that will haunt you” Good Reading 
Magazine 
 
She'd worn white to her wedding. Huge clouds of frosted white 
that billowed around her in the wind like fairytale snow. 

 

But now the fairytale has ended and Mattie Hampton's marriage 
is over, or so she thinks. 

 

In this extraordinary novel, Ilsa Evans expertly draws the reader 
into a searing, realistic portrayal of the complexities of 
relationships, and shows us why some things can never be fixed, 
once they are broken. 

 

And the sequel to Broken: 

Sticks & Stones 
 

"Bruises heal, eventually, but the words – they're there forever." 

 

"Actually the words are like sticks and stones," said Fiona 

quietly. "Sharp and spiky and painful. Like little missiles." 

 

Maddie had thought the support group might help her. But with 
a sense of almost giddy relief she can't identify at all with these 
women. She knew what Jake would say - sad, sorry bunch of 
females... drowning in bitterness and the inability to move on. 
And she felt relieved that she didn't belong. 

 

But she had been wrong about so much lately. Wrong to think 
that everything was over, wrong to think that the law would 
protect her, and wrong to think that after six long years she 
could finally drop her guard and enjoy family life free of fear. 

 

Because now Jake's found them. And he's taken the children. 
And he's going to make Maddie pay. 

 
 

 
 
 
Genre: Contemporary fiction 
Rights sold: ANZ (Pan 
Macmillan) 
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