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Awards and Nominations 2019 & 2018
Gorgeous Girl by Mary K. Pershall

Shortlisted: Sisters in Crime Davitt Awards 2019

Fly!: Life Lessons from the Cockpit of QF32 by Richard de Crespigny
Finalist: Australian Career Book Award 2019

Any Ordinary Day by Leigh Sales
Shortlisted: Indie Book Awards 2019

Unmaking A Murderer: The Mysterious Death of Anna–Jane Cheney by Graham Archer
Winner: Ned Kelly Awards 2018 (Best True Crime)

John Curtin’s War: Volume 1 by John Edwards
Longlisted: Australian Book Prize (Council for the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences) 2018

The First Casualty: From the Front Lines of the Global War on Journalism by Peter Greste
Shortlisted: Walkley Book Award 2018

Longlisted: Australian Book Prize (Council for the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences) 2018

Maori Made Easy Workbook by Scotty Morrison
Shortlisted: Copyright Licensing Education Awards New Zealand 2018

A Scandal in Bohemia by Gideon Haigh
Longlisted: Waverley Library Award 2018

A Life Underwater by Charlie Veron
Longlisted: Waverley Library Award 2018

Unbreakable by Jelena Dokic 
Shortlisted: Australian Industry Book Awards 2018
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RIGHTS SOLD – Recent Highlights 

Anxious Kids
Michael Grose and Jodi 
Richardson
Germany (Trias Verlag)
Taiwan (Yuan-Liou)
Romania (Curtea Veche 
Publishing)
China (Beijing Xiron 
Publishing)

The Rip Curl Story
Rip Curl
Brazil (Global Editora)

Homemade
Eleanor Ozich
Germany (Verlag Freies 
Geistesleben & Urachhaus)

Witches: What Women Do 
Together
Sam George-Allen
North America (Melville 
House)
China (Beijing Xiron 
Publishing)

A Zero Waste Life
Anita Vandyke
North America (Apollo 
Publishers)
Previously sold to:
Czech Republic (Alpha Books)
Russia (Portal Publishing 
House)
Indonesia (PT Elex Media 
Komputindo)
China (Beijing United 
Creation Culture Media Co)
Audio (Bolinda)

Shine: 20 Secrets to a Happy 
Life
Shannah Kennedy and 
Lyndall Mitchell
Turkey (Egitim Yayinevi)
Previously sold to:
China (China Times 
Publishing Company)
Audio (Bolinda Publishing)

Don’t Stop Believin’
Olivia Newton John
United Kingdom (Simon & 
Schuster)
Germany (Hannibal Koch)
Previously sold to:
North America (Simon & 
Schuster)

The Modern Family Survival 
Guide
Nigel Latta
Russia (Piter-Press 
Publishers)
Previously sold to:
Hungary (Kulinaria Kiado)
Romania (Niculescu 
Publishing House)
Serbia (Psihopolis Institute)



4 FRANKFURT FRONTLIST RIGHTS CATALOGUE 2019

RIGHTS SOLD – Recent Highlights

The Gut-Friendly Cookbook
Alana Scott
North America (Countryman 
Press)

One Handed Cooks
Alli Gaunt, Jessica Beaton 
and Sarah Buckle 
Russia (Azbooka-Atticus)

Embrace Yourself
Taryn Brumfitt
Germany (Gräfe und Unzer 
Verlag GmbH)

It Must Be My Hormones
Marion Gluck and Vicki 
Edgson
Poland (Studio 
Astropsychologi)
Previously sold to:
United Kingdom (Penguin 
Random House)
Italy (Cairo Editore)

Interval Weight Loss for Life
Dr Nick Fuller
Taiwan (China Times)

Wild Delicious
Amber Rose
The Netherlands (Karakter 
Uitgevers)

My Life, My Fight
Steven Adams
North America (Hachette)
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Highlights

Women and Leadership: Real 
Lives, Real Lessons
Julia Gillard and Ngozi Okonji Iweala

Pub date: July 2020

Format: 368pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Rights sold previous title: My Story (Julia Gillard)  China 

(Guangxi Normal University Press Group)

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Vintage Australia

Former Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard and 
economist and international development expert 
Ngozi Okonjo Iweala combine their formidable 
forces to consider questions of women and 
leadership.

Relying on the words of women leaders to describe 
their own experiences, Women and Leadership 
presents a lively and readable analysis of how 
gender impacts the access of women to positions 
of political leadership, the perceptions of them as 
leaders, the trajectory of their leadership and the 
circumstances in which it comes to an end.

In today’s world, women make up less than 10% of 
national leaders. Behind this headline number lies a 
pattern of unequal access to the corridors of power. 
At the current rate of progress it will take 50 years for 
women to reach equal numbers in parliaments, and 
100 years for ministerial positions.

For those who do make it, there is occasional 
analysis of highly gendered moments in relation 
to their leadership and how the female leader dealt 
with the situation, such as Julia Gillard’s misogyny 
speech, which was globally reported. But in most 
circumstances such discussion is episodic and 
occurs only within the nation of that female leader.

Women leaders often have biographies or 
autobiographies published but may shy away 
from dealing deeply with gender questions, fearing 
backlash if the book is seen to be ‘whingeing’ in 
tone. Women and Leadership fills that void, taking a 
consistent, comprehensive approach to teasing out 
what is different for women leaders. The real-world 
experiences of the interviewees are tested against 
the authors’ hypotheses of how gender impacts 
leadership.

The end result is an action agenda for change 
that will make it more likely women leaders are 
treated fairly and with no gender bias, as well as a 
fascinating insight into some of the world’s most 
prominent women leaders.

Chapters include:

• Shrill or soft - the style conundrum

• It’s all about the hair

• Who’s minding the kids?

• She’s a bit of a bitch

• A special place in hell – do women really 
support women? 

• The stand out lessons for young women

• What needs to change and how do we 
change it?

Featuring: Jacinda Ardern, Hillary Clinton, Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, Michelle Bachelet, Joyce Banda, 
Erna Solberg, Theresa May, Christine Lagarde 
and more.

JULIA GILLARD served as the 27th Prime 
Minister of Australia from 2010 to 2013. She 
was central to the successful management of 
Australia’s economy, the 12th largest economy in 
the world, through the global financial crisis, and 
delivered a number of nation-changing policies 
and reforms during her leadership and in her 
previous role as deputy prime minister.

She is a distinguished fellow with the Center 
for Universal Education at the Brookings 
Institution in Washington and chair of the 
Global Partnership for Education, a leading 
organisation dedicated to expanding access 
to quality education worldwide. She is also 
an honorary professor at the University of 
Adelaide and chair of Beyond Blue, a non-profit 
committed to helping Australians understand 
and manage anxiety and depression.

NGOZI OKONJO IWEALA served twice as 
Nigeria’s finance minister, from 2003–2006 
and 2011–2015, and as foreign minister in 2006, 
the first woman to hold both positions. She 
spent a 25-year career at the World Bank as a 
development economist, rising to the position of 
Managing Director.

She is a nonresident distinguished fellow 
with the Africa Growth Initiative in the Global 
Economy and Development program at the 
Brookings Institution. She serves as chair of the 
board of Gavi, the Global Alliance for Vaccines 
and Immunization, chair of the board of the 
African Union’s African Risk Capacity agency 
(ARC) and co-chair of the Global Commission on 
the Economy and Climate.
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All Of This Is For You
Ruby Jones

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 104pp –  175mm x 140mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin Random House New Zealand

A beautiful, thoughtful gift book by Ruby Jones, 
the celebrated young illustrator behind the artwork 
‘This is your home and you should have been safe 
here.’

Celebrated artist Ruby Jones shares dozens 
of luminous, heartfelt, hand-lettered artworks 
and messages. Life can be overwhelming, 
but Ruby’s witty, compassionate, beautifully 
observed drawings never fail to bring a smile 
of recognition, while her practical words of 
advice remind us how lucky we are to be here – 
and how we can be kinder to ourselves, to the 
people in our lives, and to the world around us. 
A thoughtful gift for any person needing a little 
inspiration in today’s world. 

RUBY JONES is an artist and writer whose 
messages of hope and kindness captured the 
zeitgeist and gained worldwide attention after 
the March 2019 Christchurch terrorist attacks, 
when she shared her illustration featuring two 
women embracing, penned with the words ‘This 
is your home and you should have been safe 
here.’ A few days on from the attacks, Ruby was 
asked to illustrate a cover for Time magazine. 
Since then, her work has been shared widely and 
has appeared online with Buzzfeed, i-D, Vogue 
and Marie Claire magazine. This is her first book.

Sales Points
• Ruby has a huge following, with 70.4K on 

Instagram and her fan base is actively 
engaged. 

• Ruby attracts significant media interest 
from international markets: Buzzfeed, i-D, 
Vogue, and Marie Claire.

• Ruby’s work is instantly recognisable to all 
ages and is suitable for a young audience 
through to adults – for everyone navigating 
modern life. 

• Ruby deals with difficult feelings and 
emotions (anxiety, body image, suicidal 
thoughts, grief) skillfully, with a genuine 
warmth and just the right touch of humour 
when needed.

• These are simple, heartfelt messages that 
speak to the human condition, transcending 
race and culture with images that represent 
a global diversity. Content will resonate 
with a broad audience; readers will see 
themselves in her illustrations and readily 
identify with the messages.

Highlights
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Stop Surviving 
Start Fighting: Insights into 
depression and suicide from 
someone who has been there
Jazz Thornton

Pub date: March 2020

Format: 288pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

A hard-hitting, thought-provoking account of 
surviving suicide and moving on to a better life, 
which provides practical help and inspiration to 
anyone affected by depression or suicide.

Jazz Thornton first attempted to take her own 
life at the age of 12. Multiple attempts followed 
and she spent time in psychiatric wards and 
under medical supervision as she rode the 
rollercoaster of depression and anxiety through 
her teenage years – yet the attempts continued.

Jazz went on to attend film school, and to co-
found Voices of Hope, a non-profit organisation 
dedicated to helping those with mental health 
issues and show them there is a way forward. 
She creates online content to provide hope and 
help. 

Her first video Dear Suicidal Me has had over 
80 million views all around the world. She went 
on to create Jessica’s Tree, a web series that 
follows the 24 hours between a friend, Jess, 
going missing and the discovery of her body. 
It provides insights into Jessica’s struggles, to 
help people better understand those suffering 
from depression. Jessica’s Tree was viewed more 
than 230,000 times in the two months following 
its release in March 2019 and immediately 
began winning international recognition and 
awards. The process and the delicate decisions 
that had to be made to create Jessica’s Tree 
have themselves been documented in a film 
about Jazz called The Girl on the Bridge, due for 
releasein early 2020.

Speaking Engagements 2019
• Global Mental Health workshop - Bali - 

August 2019

• UN General Assembly (alongside Lady 
Gaga) - New York City - September 2019

• Global Mental Health - London - September 
2o19

• One Young Worlds Leaders Summit (with 
Michelle Obama and Emma Watson) - 
London - October 2019

Awards for Jessica’s Tree
• Winner - NZ Marketing 2019 People’s Choice 

Award - Hottest Media Product

• Winner - Barcelona Planet Film Festival - 
Best Female Director and Best Poster

• Winner - ShowForAChange Film Fesival

• Finalist - Melbourne WebFEST

• Finalist - Seoul WebFEST

• Award of Merit Special mention - Indiefest 
Film Awards - Web Series 

• Award of Merit Special mention - Indiefest 
Film Awards - Special Purpose Production

• Offical Selection - Cinema i’DEA Italy, 
Toronto WebFEST, Cophenhagen WebFEST

Media and Links
• Listen to Jazz discuss her own journey at her 

Ted X Talk

• Watch her trailer for Jessica’s Tree - and the 
whole documentary

• Read an article about Jessica’s Tree: https://
www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_
id=1&objectid=12210687 

• Jazz talks about her struggle with suicide 
and how she has overcome it

• The cop who saved Jazz’s life speaks out

Highlights
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The Right-brain Workout: 
Re-train Your Brain to be More 
Creative in 10 Weeks
Russel Howcroft and Alex Wadelton

Pub date: December 2019

Format: 128pp – 180mm x  140mm 

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Penguin Random House Australia

Creativity has the power to transform. To transform 
you, your mental state, your relationships, your 
work, and, yes, even the world.

In The Right-brain Workout, you’ll find 70 
questions posed by some of the most creative 
people from the worlds of comedy, art, 
advertising, music, literature and photography. 
Questions that will probe, cajole, and challenge 
you to be more creative, every day.

You’ll rediscover the creativity that we all have 
inside of us when we were kids. Or you’ll enhance 
your already creative mind.

Plus, you’ll uncover weekly Right-brain Tips: 
simple things that you can do to stimulate your 
brain.

It’s the fun and energising exercise regimen for 
your brain that you didn’t know you were looking 
for. And it just might help unlock the creative 
genius inside of you.

Former adman RUSSEL HOWCROFT is the 
public face of brand marketing and advertising 
in Australia thanks to his appearances on ABC’s 
hugely successful show The Gruen Transfer and 
Network Ten’s Recipe To Riches.

Russel has worked for some of the best agencies 
in the world including five years in the United 
Kingdom at Lowe Howard-Spink. He co-founded 
Leonardi Brandhouse and ran his own agencies 
with various partners for eleven years. In 2006 
he joined George Patterson Y&R, Australia’s 
oldest agency brand. The group included 
The Campaign Palace, VML, IdeaWorks and 

BrandAsset Consulting. Before moving into 
television, Russel was chairman and CEO of 
Young & Rubicam Brands Australia and New 
Zealand.

In 2010, media mogul Harold Mitchell presented 
Russel with a much-coveted Charlie Award for 
his personal brand creation off the back of The 
Gruen Transfer.

ALEX WADELTON is one of the most highly 
regarded advertising writers and creative 
directors. In 2016, he was rated as one of 
the world’s top 20 advertising writers. His 
advertising campaigns have run all around 
the world. His charity campaigns have raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. And he 
spearheaded a campaign to create a statue 
honouring Indigenous footballer Nicky Winmar’s 
iconic stance agaisn’t racism. The Right-brain 
Workout is his first book. 

Pre-publication Endorsements
‘I love this! I basically started forcing the kids to 
come up with responses to these tasks straight 
away and their responses were amazing.’  
- Waleed Aly, co-host on The Project

‘This book is an absolute joy! It will help you with 
ur imagnation and cretivity. It will not help you 
wuth your speling.’ - Tommy Little, co-host on 
The Project

‘Russel is leading the conversation on 
harnessing creativity to shape the future of our 
country.’ - Former senator for Victoria, Mitch 
Fifield

‘Nothing inspires like the inspired. A book full of 
creative prompts from some of the most creative 
people on the planet is so perfectly simple, 
it could only have come from Alex Wadelton, 
someone inspiring me and others with his 
creative genius for years.’ - Tom Whitty, former 
managing editor of The Project

Highlights
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The Resilience Project: Finding 
Happiness Through Gratitude, 
Empathy and Mindfulness
Hugh van Cuylenburg

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 288pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Ebury Australia

The key steps to leading a happier, more contented 
and fulfilling life.

Hugh van Cuylenburg was a primary school 
teacher volunteering in northern India when 
he had a life-changing realisation: despite the 
underprivileged community the children were 
from, they were remarkably positive. By contrast, 
Hugh knew that back in Australia all too many 
children struggled with depression, social 
anxieties and mental illness. His own little sister 
had been ravaged by anorexia nervosa.

How was it that young people he knew at home, 
who had food, shelter, friends and a loving 
family, struggled with their mental health, while 
these kids seemed so contented and resilient? 
He set about finding the answer and in time 
came to recognise the key traits and behaviours 
these children possessed were gratitude, 
empathy and mindfulness.

In the ensuing years Hugh threw himself into 
studying and sharing this revelation with the 
world through The Resilience Project, with his 
playful and unorthodox presentations which 
both entertain and inform. Now, with the same 
blend of humour, poignancy and clear-eyed 
insight that The Resilience Project has become 
renowned for, Hugh explains how we can all get 
the tools we need to live a happier and more 
fulfilling life.

Chapters include themes of:

• Hugh’s own struggles in finding happiness 
in his early years.

• The fascinating, seminal experiences in 
India.

• How Hugh’s subsequent studies revealed 
to him a plague of unhappiness affecting 
Australians. 

• Powerful and touching stories about the 
people he has met and helped during his 
years on the road spreading the message of 
resilience.

• Exploring the neuroscience of ‘resilience’ 
and how we can address it. 

• Hugh’s journey into the world of top–level 
professional sports, where depression and 
mental illness are rife. 

• The stories of real sports stars and their 
personal journeys of healing through 
resilience training. 

HUGH VAN CUYLENBURG has been working in 
education for more than 17 years, teaching both 
primary and secondary in a range of educational 
settings. He has completed postgraduate 
studies looking at resilience and wellbeing, and 
has developed and facilitated programs for more 
than a thousand schools Australia-wide.  

Outside of schools and elite sport, Hugh 
has presented to hundreds of corporate 
organisations as a keynote speaker.

For three years running, Hugh’s national 
speaking tour has sold out.   

Sales Points
THE MARKET: Big crossover potential with 
adults with anxiety, parents worried about their 
children, wellbeing market, corporate.

THE RESILIENCE PROJECT: The Resilience 
Project is part of the curriculum in many schools 
throughout Australia and Hugh tours the 
country almost non-stop sharing his message 
with hundreds of thousands who come to listen, 
including CEOs, educators and parents. The 
Resilience Project is a happiness movement that 
is big and is only getting bigger.

Highlights
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DRAFT

Ignite: 20 Powerful Tools for Life 
Mastery
The Essentialists

Pub date: March 2020

Format: 168pp – 111mm x  181mm

Rights held: World

Rights sold previous title: Shine Turkey (Egitim Yayinevi), 

Taiwan (China Times), Audio (Bolinda)

Chaos to Calm Turkey (Egitim Yayinevi), Audio (Bolinda)

The Life Plan (Shannah Kennedy) Turkey (Egitim Yayinevi)

Imprint: Michael Joseph Australia

The third in the Essentialists’ stunning series of gift 
books – Restore, Shine, IGNITE!

Are you sick of settling for average?

Ready to raise the bar?

The Essentialists are here to spark you into action.

IGNITE is your vital resource if you want to energise 
your life and upgrade your game. With twenty powerful, 
practical skills for those in need of zest and inspiration, 
you’ll learn how to use stress to your advantage, 
challenge your comfort zone, set hard-hitting goals, 
find your purpose and much more.

So, if you’re ready to empower yourself and optimise 
your life, it’s time to IGNITE!

Ten successful years in the corporate world – 
two in the money market and eight in high-level 
sports management and sponsorship – made  
SHANNAH KENNEDY the very definition of a 
high achiever.

Shannah worked with more than 100 world-class 
athletes through her management, PR and 
sponsorship roles, flitting around the globe, in 
a 24/7 role that never slowed down. Outside of 
work, Shannah juggled fitness, finances, friends 
and relationships with her demanding career. 

And then, her body delivered a devastating 
reminder that she needed time to  ‘breathe’ 
– that she was not a machine. Ten years on, 
Shannah is an  Advanced Certified Coach 
and NLP Practitioner. Her ability to directly  
empathise with high achievers has Shannah 
in constant demand with entrepreneurs, 
executives, managers, celebrities and 
professional athletes. 

As a professional coach and author, successful  
business owner and sought-after corporate 
speaker, as well as a wife, mother, runner, 
investor and hobby creator, Shannah has 
mastered the art  of balance. She offers her 
clients, and now her readers, an opportunity  to 
achieve simplicity, structure and success in life.

LYNDALL MITCHELL is a coach, wellness expert, 
and founder of the Aurora Spa Group, Australia’s 
pioneering, award-winning urban spa. She is 
a leading coach, speaker and consultant with 
over twenty years’ experience and expertise in 
the health and wellbeing industry. Lyndall is 
a passionate wellness advocate and a regular 
contributor on lifestyle, spa and wellness topics 
for the media. Through her spas, coaching and 
speaking, Lyndall helps clients achieve their 
biggest, best and happiest lives by working with 
them to create a ‘big picture’ plan and then 
shows them how to turn that dream into a reality, 
one puzzle piece at a time. 

‘I help people bridge the gap between where they 
are now and where they want to be. Whether it’s 
individuals, executives or entire organisations, I 
believe that with the right tools, motivation and 
support, we can all achieve our own vision of 
success.’

NOVEMBER 2017APRIL 2019
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Mrs Groff’s Mischievous Book  
of Motherhood Management
Maggie Groff

Pub date: December 2019

Format: 208pp – 135mm x  210mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights available

Imprint: Bantam Australia

You can fool all of the children some of the time, 
and some of the children all of the time, but with 
practice you can fool all of the children all of the 
time. And their fathers.

Warm, funny and wise, Mrs Groff’s Mischievous 
Book of Motherhood Management is an 
irresistible voice for our time, based on her 
hugely successful Mothers Behaving Badly. 
Packed with a treasure-trove of fascinating 
new information about the female parent 
commonly known as ‘mother’ – and a multitude 
of hints, facts, cheats, ideas and curiosities 
– it champions common sense and skewers 
nonsense at every turn. Above all, this charming 
little gift book will surprise and delight.

MAGGIE GROFF is a multi-award-winning 
novelist, columnist and non-fiction writer 
whose work has been translated and published 
internationally. She is the author of three non-
fiction books: the bestselling Mothers Behaving 
Badly (1999), Hoax Cuisine (2001) and Not 
Your Average Nurse (2017). Maggie is also the 
author of the two highly acclaimed crime novels 
featuring investigative reporter Scout Davis: 
Mad Men, Bad Girls (2012) and Good News, Bad 
News (2013).

Sales points
• A gorgeous, whimsical gift book of 

miscellany for mothers – a cross between 
Schott’s Miscellany and Mrs Beeton’s Guide 
to Household Management (if Mrs Beeton 
had a sense of humour!).

• Witty and wise, it contains everything you 
need to know about being a mother: facts, 
cheats, inspiration, curiosities. Warm, funny, 
inspirational, clever; it’s the kind of book you 
dip in to and then can’t stop reading.

• It also contains practical information, such 
as quick cheats for your children’s birthday 
party, making the most of their school years, 
and going back to work.

• With a beautiful cover and internals, this 
title will be the perfect gift for an expectant 
mum, as a Christmas stocking filler or for 
Mother’s Day.

Highlights
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Plant Proof
Simon Hill

Pub date: September 2020

Format: 368pp - 153mm x 234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Penguin Life Australia

Before transitioning from animal foods to a 
plant-based diet, trained physiotherapist Simon 
Hill shared many of the common fears among 
men and women in the same position: Am I 
going to lose muscle? Will I gain fat and feel 
bloated? What about my iron? Will I get enough 
protein? By undertaking a masters in nutrition, 
poring over countless research articles and 
books, talking to others who are happily leading 
a plant-based lifestyle and tuning into hundreds 
of hours of podcasts, Simon has been able to 
answer all of those questions and more.

Thanks to Simon’s unusual ability to break 
down the science in a clear and digestible 
way, the Plant Proof blog and podcast have 
rapidly become a leading resource on plant-
based nutrition – and after nearly two years 
of day-to-day engagement with the public, 
Simon has come to understand that people are 
more confused now than ever when it comes 
to their dietary choices. With the onslaught of 
conflicting advice and misinformation being 
marketed to us each day, it’s almost impossible 
for the average person to separate fact from 
fiction.

Now, Simon’s goal is to share genuine, agenda-
free nutritional information more widely with 
people looking to improve their health and 
quality of life. Combining all of his research of 
the latest scientific papers with everything he’s 
learned from his podcast guests about plant-
based nutrition, lifestyle and sustainability, this 
book is an informative, inspiring and easy-to-
understand guide to reaping the many benefits 
of fuelling your body with plants.

SIMON HILL is the founder of the Plant Proof 
blog and host of the popular podcast of the 
same name. By way of educational background 
Simon is a qualified physiotherapist, having 
completed his Bachelor of Physiotherapy with 
Honours in 2008. He is currently completing 
a Masters in Nutrition at Deakin University 
(completion early 2020) in addition to a specific 
Plant Based Nutrition Course at Cornell 
University. On top of this formal education, 
Simon spends hours and hours deciphering 
clinical and scientific studies so he can 
break down how to fuel your body to promote 
longevity and reduce the chance of developing 
disease while at the same time being able to 
achieve whatever health and fitness goals you 
may have. He has just opened a plant-based 
restaurant in Bondi, Sydney, called Eden.

Sales points
• Huge and growing community: 220k 

Instagram followers, 200k weekly podcast 
listeners

• International reach: 45% of audience 
based in the US; strong UK following too

• High-profile connections: Simon is the 
plant-based food contributor on Chris 
Hemsworth’s fitness app, Centr, and has 
interviewed Dr Michael Greger, Rich Roll, 
Gaz Oakley and many more

• Gap in the market: While there are many 
plant-based recipe books available, there is 
a distinct lack of books about the science 
that backs this diet and lifestyle

• Making a difference: Simon is passionate 
about public health and will be donating his 
author proceeds from the book to charity
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Pure Narco
Jesse Fink and Luis Navia

Pub date: August 2020

Format: 432pp –153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Rights sold: John Blake (United Kingdom)

Audio: Rights available

Imprint: Ebury Australia

Careers in the cocaine trafficking business 
are usually short. 
Not for Luis Antonio Navia. Luis worked in one 
of the most dangerous professions in the world 
and handled ‘merchandise’ worth billions of 
dollars as a matter of routine but, incredibly, he 
never carried a weapon.

What made him good at his job was amassing 
trusted contacts, losing very few shipments of 
coke, and maintaining a low profile.

He was the best of the best.

Pure Narco begins in the 1950s in Cuba but 
spans the globe from the United States to South 
America, to the Caribbean, to Mexico, to Central 
America and finally Europe. It tells the story of 
Luis’s unprecedented career working with the 
biggest cocaine cartels in Colombia – a veritable 
who’s who of evil, including Pablo Escobar.

He stayed at the finest hotels and dated the 
most beautiful women, but amid the glitz and 
glamour, Luis was not far removed from the 
most brutal violence imaginable. An associate 
was kidnapped by the Medellín Cartel and 
got his head cut off. A good friend and fellow 
criminal, Joey Martino, was hit over the head, 
put in a 55-gallon drum full of cement and 
dumped in a canal. Luis himself was kidnapped 
three times, including one occasion in Cancún, 
Mexico, where he was about to be fed to 
crocodiles. His life was spared with a last-minute 
phone call.

Eventually Luis came onto the radar of US 
Customs agent Robert Harley, who from the 
early 1990s slowly built a case against him. 

Luis progressed from trafficking on light aircraft 
and fishing boats to ocean freighters. The stakes 
and profits got higher, but so did the risks.

Drug agents from 12 different nations banded 
together in a historic takedown of the ‘Los 
Mellizos’ Cartel, which saw the capture of Luis 
Navia and the end of his decade-long cat-and-
mouse game with Robert Harley.

Today, remarkably, Luis Navia and Robert 
Harley are friends. Luis has gone full circle: from 
being an internationally wanted fugitive, to now 
working as an asset for the US Government in 
the ‘war on drugs’. 

JESSE FINK is a British–Australian author of 
four books but is best known for his two  
AC/DC biographies: Bon: The Last Highway: The 
Untold Story of Bon Scott and AC/DC’s Back In 
Black (2017) and The Youngs: The Brothers Who 
Built AC/DC (2013), both published by Penguin 
Random House Australia.

Fink’s books have been translated into 
12 languages and Bon was a bestseller in 
Australia, the United Kingdom and France and 
picked for five Books of the Year lists in 2017, 
including the UK’s Planet Rock magazine and 
Australian newspaper The Herald Sun. It was 
also the cover story in the December 2017 issue 
of Classic Rock. The Youngs was a bestseller in 
the United States, Denmark, Italy and Germany, 
chosen for PRI Public Radio International’s Best 
Books of 2014 and featured in The New Yorker.

Cuban–American LUIS NAVIA, born 1955, 
aka ‘El Senador’, is one of America’s most 
successful cocaine traffickers and was 
unique for his ability to work with different 
cartels in Colombia and Mexico. He served 
five years in a federal prison in Florida and 
was released in 2005. He now works as a US 
Government ‘asset’ in fighting the war on drugs 
and lives in Miami, where he manufactures 
windows and aluminium railings for high-rise 
condominiums.

OCTOBER 2017 NOVEMBER 2013

Highlights
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The Space Between: Navigating 
the mystifying but magical path 
to Life as a Proper Adult
Zara McDonald and Michelle Andrews

Pub date: September 2020

Format: 272pp – 234mm x 153mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Viking Australia

From the creators of the hit podcast Shameless: 
relatable ruminations on the mess, the madness 
and the magic of life in the limbo of not-quite-
adulthood.

The precarious space between adolescence and 
adulthood is a seminal chapter in every young 
woman’s life where she is forced to grapple with 
who she really wants to be. She might not quite 
be there yet – hell, she might not even be close – 
but she’s trying. 

It’s limbo – a rich but bewildering time of growth 
and change and self-discovery. And we want to 
navigate the space between it all. 

Because here’s the thing: after you leave school, 
or university, then what? There are so many 
questions, without many answers. Should you be 
travelling the world? Saving for a house deposit? 
Cutting out toxic friends? Sleeping around? Or 
falling in love and settling down? Should you be 
worried about fertility yet? 

These are the conversations young women are 
often locked out of, and we want to give them a 
key. 

It’s full of light and shade, and will move between 
earnest and funny. This is the book you want to 
buy for your sisters. Your girlfriends. Yourself.

MICHELLE ANDREWS and ZARA MCDONALD 
are Melbourne-based journalists and 
broadcasters, aged 24 and 25. They met working 
as writers for Mamamia, and in March 2018 
launched Australia’s top pop-culture podcast, 
Shameless, ‘for smart women who like dumb 
stuff’. 

For more background on the incredible rise of 
the podcast, read the Guardian feature. They’ll 
also be working on two new podcasts this 
year: as hosts for a Bumble-branded podcast 
on relationships and dating, and as executive 
producers on one about money and personal 
finance. 

Media and links
• Listen to their podcast Shameless

SHAMELESSPODCAST HAS BEEN NAMED IN APPLE’S BEST PODCASTS OF 2018
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The Schoolgirl, Her Teacher and 
His Wife
Rebecca Hazel

Pub date: To Be Confirmed

Format: 352pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Vintage Australia

Examining the same crime as The Teacher’s Pet, 
from a different viewpoint, that of the schoolgirl. 
The Teacher’s Pet podcast was the number 1 
downloaded podcast in the world for a number 
of weeks, with over 18.4 million downloads.

On 9 January 1982, Lynette Dawson disappeared 
and has not been heard from since. She is 
presumed murdered. She lived on Sydney’s 
northern beaches, in Bayview, with her husband, 
Chris, a high school PE teacher and well-known 
rugby league player, and her two young daughters.

For eighteen months before Lynette disappeared, 
Chris had been in a sexual relationship with his 
student Joanne Curtis. The family home of Jo Curtis 
had been violent, and in Year 11 she was kicked out 
and went to live with Lyn and Chris Dawson. When 
Lyn became suspicious of the relationship between 
Jo and Chris and demanded Jo leave, she moved 
200 metres up the road to live with Chris Dawson’s 
twin brother.

Two days after Lyn Dawson disappeared, Jo moved 
back into the house with Chris Dawson and his two 
young children. When she was 19 they married and 
she had a child at 20. By 25 she had escaped the 
relationship after coming to understand how she 
had been groomed, and not being able to come 
to terms with the possibility she had been partly 
responsible for the disappearance of Lyn Dawson.

There was a police investigation into the 
disappearance. In 1985, a friend of Lyn’s made a 
complaint to the NSW Ombudsman about police 
inactivity, but her complaint was dismissed.

Homicide detectives started investigating in 1990, 
but concluded they could not take the case further. 
In the late 1990s, again at the urging of a friend of 
Lyn Dawson, there was a second murder inquiry. 
Police wanted to charge Mr Dawson with his wife’s 
murder. Two coroners found, in 2001 and 2003, that 
he should be charged. The NSW Director of Public 
Prosecutions has always maintained there was 
not enough evidence, and Mr Dawson strenuously 
maintains his innocence.

In 2007, when she was working in a women’s 
refuge, Rebecca Hazel first heard about the 
disappearance of Lyn Dawson, from Jo Curtis. It 
was some years before Rebecca decided she would 
write the story. Rebecca got to know Lyn’s family 
and the policeman, Damian Loone, who had been 
investigating her disappearance for nearly 20 years. 
She spoke to Lyn’s friends and colleagues. And she 
spent many days with Jo Curtis, picking over what 
she knew and what prompted her to finally leave 
Chris Dawson and go to the police.

Strike Force Southwood began re-examining the 
case in September 2018. 

REBECCA HAZEL has worked in family law; in a 
women and children’s refuge; helped establish 
and worked in the Women’s Family Law Support 
Service at the Family Court in Sydney; and 
briefly in domestic violence policy at Legal Aid. 
She lives in Sydney’s northern beaches.

Sales points
• Opens many questions – we are all 

scandalised by so many aspects of this case, 
yet many people knew small parts and lived 
with that knowledge.

• Has Education departments across the 
country examining what is acceptable 
behaviour.

• Chris Dawson was charged with murder in 
December 2018. In June 2019, he pleaded 
not-guilty. Hours after this plea he was 
arrested for carnal knowledge with a girl. 

‘Rebecca Hazel shared  
compelling insights into a tragic 
and violent story for my podcast 

series, The Teacher’s Pet. Her book 
is imbued with great sensitivity and 
deep respect for Joanne – and for 

Lyn, the woman we never knew.’  
– HEDLEY THOMAS

Highlights
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Deadly Connections: Mass 
Murderers and How We Could 
Stop Them
Bryan Bruce

Pub date: July 2020

Format: 288pp - 153mm x 234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

A close look at the threads in common 
between mass murderers around the world - 
what drove them and what can we do to stop 
them.
The murder of 51 worshippers at two 
Christchurch mosques in March 2019 shocked 
people all around the world - especially as it 
took place in New Zealand, which everyone had 
regarded as a safe place to live. 

In the wake of the tragedy, experienced author 
and documentary-maker Bryan Bruce has 
undertaken detailed research into the links 
between mass murderers around the world. In 
this book, he sets out these common threads 
and offers some practical suggestions about 
how we might detect and defuse other alienated 
men who are planning terrible crimes long 
before they commit the act.

Twenty-two years ago Bryan made a 
documentary about mass murderers for TV 
called In Cold Blood. At that time forensic 
psychiatry books contained quite a lot of 
information about patterns of behaviour in serial 
killers but the behaviour of mass murderers was 
thought to be random. Bryan’s documentary 
helped change that perception. He worked with 
three forensic psychiatrists and found many 
common behaviours these men exhibit long 
before they commit their crimes.

In the documentary Bryan made a number of 
prevention recommendations - such as buying 
back military style semi-automatic and fully 
automatic weapons and improving mental 
health services. Sadly much of this advice was 
ignored by consecutive governments until 
recently.

In this book, Bryan extends his research to cover 
tragedies in North America and Sweden, as 
well as New Zealand, Australia and the United 
Kingdom, and renews his calls for action.

BRYAN BRUCE is a documentary-maker and 
author, currently living in Auckland. He has 
a track record of tackling very difficult social 
issues as well as investigating murders. He has 
the appropriate academic qualifications - a 
Master’s degree in sociology, psychology and 
philosophy. He is CEO of NZ Public TV www.
nzptv.org.nz, a public service digital TV channel, 
fully recognised by TV On Air.

His last documentary was called Who Owns 
New Zealand Now? It gained over 350,000 
views on the night it screened on broadcast TV 
and has received over 622,000 downloads on 
YouTube.

Sales Points
• A documentary of the same name will 

release at the same time as the book

• His last documentry has screened in 45 
countries

• Bryan’s writing is highly engaging and 
readable, without sensationalising the facts

Highlights
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Up the Duff: 2020 edition
Kaz Cooke

Pub date: October 2019

Format: 560pp - 187mm x 229mm

Rights held: World

Rights sold: North America (Ten Speed Press), United 

Kingdom (Rough Guides), Germany (Verlagsgruppe 

Random House), France (Editions Leduc), Italy (Edizionne 

Piemme), Brazil (Editora Fundamento), Spain (Ediciones 

B), Czech Republic (JOTA), Poland (Wydawnictwo 

Insignis), Chinese Simplified (Tianjin Publishing House), 

Lithuania (VAGA Publishers) 

Rights sold previous title: Babies & Toddlers, formerly 

Kidwrangling Spain (Ediciones B, S.A), United Kingdom 

(Penguin Random House), Poland (Wydawnictwo 

Insignis), North America (Ten Speed Press), United 

Kingdom (Rough Guides), France (Editions Leduc), China 

(Tianjin Publishing House)

Girl Stuff 8–12 Greece (Psichogios Publications), China 

(Beijing Green Beans)

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Viking Australia

Kaz’s positive, encouraging and practical 
information helps readers navigate the joys, 
challenges and responsibilities of the first step into 
parenthood – with just the right dash of irreverence 
and humour.   

First published in 1999, Kaz Cooke’s bestselling Up the 
Duff is firmly established as the most loved and trusted 
book for women on pregnancy.

This 20th–anniversary edition has been fully revised 
and updated. Australia’s most trusted advisor on 
women’s health delivers the lowdown on pregnancy, 
birth and how to best prepare for life with a baby. 
There’s no bossy–boots advice – just lots of cartoons 
and the soundest, sanest, wittiest advice you’ll ever get. 

Inside, there’s the crucial week–by–week info on what’s 
happening to you and the baby, coupled with the 
hilarious diary of Hermione the (even more) Modern 
Girl, and everything you need to know about preparing 
for pregnancy and birth: info on conceiving and the 
latest in IVF; crying, eating, weeing, sleeping, working; 
partners, bosoms, busybodies and bunny–rugs; 
nausea, stretch marks and other ‘side effects’ mucking 
with your ‘glow’; the very latest tests – what they are, 

what they’re for and when you should have them; 
healthy foetal growth, development and movements; 
the best services, websites and books on everything 
pregnancy; ‘natural childbirth’ vs medical intervention; 
baby clothes and nappies; travel, safety, and how to be 
rude to complete strangers; labour, caesareans and 
pain relief; breastfeeding; and what life’s like with a 
newborn baby.

Up the Duff has all you need to know on pregnancy 
and childbirth: the scary parts, the funny parts, the 
joyful parts – and your private parts.

KAZ COOKE is a bestselling author and 
cartoonist whose books have informed and 
tickled Australians and New Zealanders for more 
than twenty years. 

Her books include Up the Duff: The Real Guide 
to Pregnancy, Babies & Toddlers: The Sequel to 
Up the Duff, Girl Stuff 8–12, Girl Stuff 13+: Your 
Full–on Guide to the Teen Years – all updated 
each year; Women’s Stuff, the children’s picture 
books Wanda Linda Goes Beserk and The Terrible 
Underpants, and the novel Ada. 

Selling Points
• Kaz Cooke is the number 1 advisor for 

women and girls. As a formidable journalist, 
her books are meticulously researched with 
the help of a team of medical experts.

• Since its first publication in 1999, Up the 
Duff has sold over 400,000 copies. This 
is the book that launched and cemented 
Kaz’s career. It is firmly established as the 
most trusted and loved book for women 
on pregnancy. This edition celebrates the 
book’s 20th anniversary.

• This edition has been rigorously revised and 
updated, and contains the very latest advice 
and advancements in prenatal testing and 
medical advice on pregnancy, including the 
latest research on miscarriage; due dates 
and inductions; and sleeping positions and 
reading baby movement to avoid stillbirth. 

• Revisions extend beyond the latest 
medical advice and research; there’s more 
information for same–sex couples and 
diverse cultural backgrounds, and working 
parents; advice regarding new trends in 
baby showers and gender–reveal parties; 
new info on intersex babies. The much–
loved diary of Hermione the Modern Girl has 
been updated for a 21st–century readership. 
And there are some brand–new cartoons!

KAZ COOKE HAS SOLD OVER1.5 MILLION COPIES WORLDWIDE
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Tales from a Financial Hot Mess
Frances Cook

Pub date: October 2019

Format: 210pp – 153mm x 209mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House New Zealand Audio

Imprint: Random House New Zealand

The realest guide to money ... and how to have 
more of it.

Forever wrestling with annoying debt? Clueless 
about where your pay cheques go? Want to get 
ahead?

Journalist, podcaster and reformed money 
mess Frances Cook is here for you. Tales from a 
Financial Hot Mess is the story of how Frances 
got her money sh*t sorted. She learned the hard 
way so you don’t have to, and details how you 
can: 

• Change your money mindset 

• Set up a do-able budget 

• Avoid being fooled by banks and retailers

• Understand investing (starting with what 
you have) 

• Reduce your debt 

• Save more 

• Make smart housing decisions (whether 
renting or buying) 

• Fix a mortgage that works for you (with your 
coffee and smashed avocado) 

• Negotiate a pay rise 

• Simplify your life . . . and loads more

This book is the real deal – not another tabled, 
graphed lecture from a financial advisor who’s 
never had issues with money!

Delivering laughs and smarts, proven financial 
advice, handy how-tos (and please-don’ts) 
and numerous expert insights (from 22 actual 
experts), Tales from a Financial Hot Mess will 
guide you along the rocky path to financial 
freedom.

FRANCES COOK is a reformed money mess, 
currently managing podcasts for the New 
Zealand Herald, Newstalk ZB, and RadioSport. 
She is best known for hosting the personal 
finance podcast ‘Cooking the Books’, one of New 
Zealand’s top podcasts. 

Gaining a Master’s in Media Studies from 
Victoria University of Wellington, Frances went 
on to work as a journalist, first at RadioLive then 
NewstalkZB, before moving to cover politics 
for ZB. She more recently made the switch to 
work at the Herald, first as a senior multimedia 
journalist, and now in her podcast role.

As well as hosting ‘Cooking the Books’, Frances 
also hosts ‘The Front Page’, which goes behind 
the scenes of the biggest investigations out 
of the Herald newsroom. She is the executive 
producer of podcasts ‘Speaking Secrets’ and 
‘Trip Notes’, with others in the pipeline. She is 
a regular commentator for Newstalk ZB radio 
shows, particularly on politics and personal 
finance matters.

Sales Points
• Impressive debut author: Frances is a 

total dynamo – whip-smart, charismatic, 
authentic, relatable, hugely motivated. 

• Relatable and accessible: an informal and 
immediately relatable account (i.e. not a 
traditional personal finance book) and told 
by someone who’s been there/had money 
troubles, done that – Frances talks to the 
reader experience, not down to it.
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Finance

Money School: Become 
Financially Independent and 
Reclaim Your Life
Lacey Filipich

Pub date: February 2020

Format: 336pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin Life Australia

From the founder of Money School comes an 
approachable and inspiring guide to taking control 
of your money and your time so you can build the 
life you really want.

‘Time poor’ is the catchcry of our era, and 
yet end-of-life retirement means we have an 
average of two decades of feeling time rich to 
look forward to . . . when we’re old. How arse-
about is that?

But there is an alternative to working your butt 
off for decades and retiring when you’re worn 
out: it’s called financial independence, and it 
means being able to cover life’s essentials and 
afford the luxuries you want without having to 
turn up to a job each day. 

Imagine: the freedom and flexibility to work if, 
when and where you like, go travelling, spend 
time with family or start that business you’ve 
been dreaming of. And with enough time and 
a way to earn, it’s achievable for most people 
through the power of passive income.

Lacey Filipich knows because she’s done it 
herself – and has been teaching the strategies 
and steps for financial independence for a 
decade through her education company, Money 
School. Now, she’ll teach you all her tried-and-
true lessons for redesigning your personal 
finances to create the life you really want.

From maximising your income and cutting 
costs without big sacrifice, to property, shares 
and retirement funds, Money School explains 
exactly how to build a passive income that will 
completely change your life.

Take control of how you spend your time and 
money to make them work for you – and get on 
the fast track to being financially independent 
and time rich.

LACEY FILIPICH helps people become 
financially independent and reclaim their lives. 
She founded Money School in 2010 to build 
financial capability in adults and Maker Kids 
Club in 2017 to teach children money skills 
through enterprise. Thousands of people around 
the world have used Lacey’s courses to liberate 
themselves from debt, start saving and get on 
the path to independence.

Lacey graduated as valedictorian from the 
University of Queensland with an Honours 
degree in Chemical Engineering. She is a TEDx 
speaker and the winner of a 2019 Business News 
‘40 under 40’ Award.

Sales Points
Lifestyle design meets personal finance: By 
being smart with your money and making a 
long-term plan, you can change the path of your 
whole life to retire early and free up your most 
precious resource: your time.

Simple philosophy: Save, buy assets and avoid 
bad debt until your assets pay you enough 
passive income to live on – and work becomes 
optional.

Big social trend: The FIRE movement 
(Financially Independent, Retiring Early) is 
gaining momentum and is huge in North 
America, with enormous blogger communities. 
Lacey develops the concept by making it about 
becoming ‘time rich’ more than just retiring early.

Credible author: Founder of Money School. 
Lacey’s TEDx talk on FITR (Financially 
Independent, Time Rich) has 380K views and 9K 
likes. 

Easy to read and empowering: Clear and 
informative with an approachable, entertaining 
writing style. It will leave readers inspired.
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ToddlerWhispering: 1 to 5 The 
Preschool Years
Sharlene Poole

Pub date: March2020

Format: 168pp – 235mm x 192mm  

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights available

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

A practical guide to having a contented and 
well-adjusted toddler or preschooler, from the 
acclaimed author of Baby Whispering.

A companion guide to the incredibly successful 
book Baby Whispering, which covered the first 
year of a baby’s life.

This new book covers the following four years, 
divided into two main parts (1–2 ½ and 2 ½ –5) 
looking at commonly asked questions from 
parents, plus material on routines, significant 
changes during these times, sleeping, 
eating, toilet training, screen time, behaviour 
management, sibling adjustment, different 
personalities, child care options and more.

All this is covered simply and in a very 
straightforward and easy-to-read manner.

SHARLENE POOLE is a postnatal advisor with 
over 15 years’ experience working in postnatal 
care and as a nanny. In 2000 Sharlene based 
herself in the UK where she quickly forged a 
unique market for herself as a maternity nurse. 
Her reputation grew quickly through word-
of-mouth and soon Sharlene was being flown 
around the world to ex-pat clients in countries 
such as Japan, India, South Africa, Australia and 
Dubai. Her talents for calming babies have been 
showcased on TV, and she has been a regular 
contributor to magazines.

Now based in Raglan, she is testing her skills on 
her own young family, while still advising many 
parents in need.

JULY 2012

OVER 10,000 COPIES SOLD IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

Raising Girls Who Like 
Themselves
Kasey Edwards and Dr Christopher 
Scanlon

Pub date: July 2020

Format: 304pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Penguin Life Australia

How to raise girls to be healthy, happy and secure 
in a world that is toxic to them.

The world is toxic for girls. Girls are being raised 
in a culture where their self-worth will be defined 
by unachievable standards of beauty and 
where they will be invisible if they don’t act sexy 
and a slut if they do. They will graduate into a 
workforce that will pay them less, promote them 
as a last resort and discriminate against them 
should they become mothers. For many girls and 
women, this is a world characterised by anxiety, 
depression, self-harm, and disordered eating. 

But it is also a world of unprecedented 
opportunity. In many ways, in Western societies 
it’s the best time in history to be a girl. Yes, 
women are still bound by gender stereotypes 
and social conventions but there are ways 
for girls to unshackle themselves and live an 
authentic and enriching life. 

The book will be a practical toolkit grounded in 
credible research and imbued with the warmth 
and wit of Kasey and Chris’s experience of 
raising girls. 

KASEY EDWARDS is an author and 
commentator. She has written two volumes 
of memoir, 30-Something and Over It and 
30-Something and the Clock is Ticking. She 
writes a column for Daily Life.

DR CHRISTOPHER SCANLON holds a PhD in 
Politics from Monash University and is currently 
Chair, Teaching and Learning in the College of 
Arts, Social Sciences and Commerce at La Trobe 
University.

He has over 10 years experience as an editor and 
freelance writer. Between 1999–2009 he served 
as both a co-editor and the online editor of the 
highly regarded Arena Magazine.

His work has been published in The Age, Sydney 
Morning Herald, The Australian, Courier-Mail, 
The Canberra Times, Crikey, Business Spectator, 
The Monthly, Overland and Arena Magazine.
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Puppy Zen: Eight Weeks to Train 
Your Pup and Create a Lifelong 
Bond
Mark Vette

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 432pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Random House New Zealand

World-renowned dog behaviourist Mark Vette 
shows you how to train your new puppy for a 
trouble-free life and harmonious bond between 
puppy and owner.

A comprehensive guide to puppy training by 
Mark Vette, of Pound Pups to Dog Stars fame. 
Mark’s first book Dog Zen had just 40 pages on 
puppies - this book goes into full detail about all 
ages and stages, and how to do the right thing 
at the right time

Following a quick look at the role of pups within 
the wolf pack, and how dogs evolved from 
wolves, this book gives a day-by-day, week-by-
week guide to the fundamentals of training 
your puppy and building a happy lifelong bond 
between the two of you.  

Mark stresses the importance of the formative 
period (1-4 months) to instill good habits in 
your puppy. Includes chapters on choosing a 
puppy, forming a bond with your pup, training 
foundations (equipment and techniques), 
basic commands (like sit, heel and stay), what 
to train in which weeks of age, house training, 
socialisation, teaching them not to bite or 
indulge in continual barking, jumping up or 
other anti-social behaviours.

It is a detailed and practical guide combining 
the latest cognitive science with modern, loving, 
training techniques.

Illustrated with irresistible puppy photos (by 
renowned animal photographer Rachael 
McKenna), plus how-to shots of the training 
methods.

MARK VETTE is an animal psychologist and 
zoologist who has been studying and working 
with animals for 40 years. He runs an animal 
behaviour clinic and has created a companion 
online training program called Dog Zen. He has 
been on several popular television programs 
and has trained animals for many iconic New 
Zealand commercials, from the Toyota ‘bugger’ 
dog, to the pukekos in the Genesis ads. He is 
famous for having taught dogs to drive and also 
to fly a small plane.

His first book, Dog Zen, has sold over 10,000 
copies.

Praise for Mark Vette previous titles
‘“Everything you need to transform your dog” is 
the very accurate sub-title. Wonderful full colour 
glossy photos and inspiring stories make this a 
must for anyone considering getting a puppy.’ 
 - NZME Regionals

‘Vette shares what he’s learnt in his 40-plus 
years of working with dogs with the view 
of helping people have more enriched and 
engaged lives with ‘these glorious beings that 
share our homes and hearts’. - Bay of Plenty 
Times

‘This book contains everything you need to 
know to transform your dog’s behaviour, how to 
communicate and create a life-long harmonious 
bond between dog and owner.’ 
 - Wairarapa Times-Age
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Miracle Mutts
Laura Greaves

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 288pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Rights sold previous titles:  

Dogs with Jobs: United Kingdom (Orion Publishing 

Group), Mexico (Editorial Planeta Mexicana), Hungary 

(Gabo Kiado), Russa (Eksmo Publishers), Poland (Grupa 

Wydawnicza Foksal)

The Rescuers: Czech Republic (Grada), Hungary (Gabo 

Kiado)

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Michael Joseph Australia

Amazing stories of underdogs that survived — and 
thrived — against the odds.

It’s no secret that dogs have indomitable spirits and 
apparently endless energy reserves, but it’s when 
the chips are down that their grit and determination 
really shines through. Whether sick or injured, lost or 
abandoned, recovering from cruelty or neglect, it’s the 
indefatigable underdogs of the world who have the 
most to teach us about persistence and hope.

Miracle Mutts shares the true stories of miraculous 
dogs that conquered seemingly insurmountable 
odds. From those bitten by venomous snakes to those 
undergoing open–heart surgery, these are stories of 
dogs whose futures seemed bleak, dogs that weren’t 
expected to make it, but triumphed in the face of 
incredible adversity.

LAURA GREAVES began her writing career 
with a journalism cadetship on Adelaide’s daily 
newspaper, The Advertiser. In 2001, her work 
as the paper’s Youth Affairs Reporter earned 
her both the South Australian and National 
Young Journalist of the Year Awards. Laura has 
also worked as a book publicist and editor of 
a women’s magazine before striking out as a 
freelance journalist in 2009. Laura’s previous 
titles include Dogs with Jobs and Incredible 
Dog Journeys, along with her fiction titles, Be 
My Baby, The Ex–Factor and Two Weeks ‘til 
Christmas.

NOVEMBER 2016NOVEMBER 2017

OVER 11, 000 COPIES SOLD IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

DECEMBER 2018

OVER 10, 000 COPIES SOLD IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

MEXICO HUNGARY
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The Rescue Dog
Laura Vissaritis

Pub date: September 2019

Format: 272pp – 153mm x  234mm
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(Giunti Editore)

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Michael Joseph Australia

A practical guide to adopting, training 
and living with a rescue dog, from popular 
dog trainer and animal behaviourist Laura 
Vissaritis. 
Adopting a rescue dog can be daunting. With 
anxieties and fears from their previous life, 
they can carry the weight of the world on their 
shoulders. But all dogs deserve a second chance 
– and this book will teach you how to provide it.

Animal behaviourist Laura Vissaritis’s approach 
to training a rescue dog focuses on one side of 
the relationship: the human. Because to help 
your dog change their behaviour, first you must 
change your own.

By building a relationship based on mutual trust 
and respect, you will help your dog make the 
most of their new life. Explaining the underlying 
psychology and offering clear step-by-step 
guides, Laura covers everything you need to 
know, including how to:

• bring home and socialise your rescue dog

• establish routines for essentials like toilet 
training and walking on a leash

• understand your dog’s body language

• discourage unwanted behaviours such as 
excessive barking or jumping up

• ease their stress, phobias or separation 
anxiety

Giving a rescue dog a better life is one of the 
most emotional, uplifting journeys you can go 
on. The Rescue Dog will guide you on the path to 
success.

LAURA VISSARITIS is a qualified dog 
behaviourist with many years of experience. She 
formulated the ‘Dognitive Therapy’ approach 
to dog training, helping thousands of people 
not only develop better relationships with 
their dogs but also improve their own lives. In 
addition, Laura has worked in wildlife education 
at Zoos Victoria, and also in animal behaviour, as 
Guardian Dog support handler for the eastern 
barred bandicoot conservation project. Laura 
lives in Victoria with her staffordshire bull terrier, 
Chester.

About Laura Vissaritis’s Podcast 
‘Dognitive Therapy’
Dognitive Therapy, the podcast, tells of the 
transformative power of man’s best friend while 
the host, acclaimed dog behaviourist Laura V, 
explores how human emotions and behaviours 
determine that of the dog.

‘I often meet with owners looking for help with 
emotional or behavioural issues in their dogs, 
however, after digging a little deeper, what I 
discover is that the dog’s issue is usually a direct 
reflection of the owner’s issue’ says Laura.

Most dog training isn’t about the dog at all; it’s 
about educating humans and helping them 
understand their own emotional responses 
which travel down the leash.

Because dogs can connect with human emotion, 
they have this amazing ability to provide support 
and healing to people.

Throughout the Dognitive Therapy series, our 
guests detail the incredible, life–altering bonds 
they share with their dogs, and really confirm 
just how phenomenal these animals really are.’  
– MEDIAWEEK.COM.AU

MAY 2017



24 FRANKFURT FRONTLIST RIGHTS CATALOGUE 2019

Taming the Wild
Kelly Wilson
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Imprint: Random House New Zealand

An inspiring guide to acquiring, training and riding 
your very own wild horse.

Wild New Zealand horses set Kelly on a journey 
of self-discovery, teaching her not only the 
language of horses, but the powerful impact 
they can have on our lives. 

In Taming the Wild, Kelly Wilson shares her 
training philosophies for creating happy horses 
that love their lives among humans.

From learning how to read a horse’s body 
language to taming a horse and starting it under 
saddle, this book is the ultimate how-to guide 
for everyday people training their own horse, 
whether wild or domestic.

It is also the personal, uplifting story of the 24 
wild horses Kelly helped save from slaughter 
during the 2018 Kaimanawa muster, and the 
experience of mentoring 10 riders as they tamed 
their very first horses.

Full of breathtaking photography, Taming 
the Wild will educate and inspire novice and 
experienced riders alike, or anyone who wants 
to better understand the wild ways of these 
exquisite creatures.

Born in Whangamata, KELLY WILSON relocated 
to Northland with her family at the age of 
five. Having grown up around horses, she 
competed in show jumping to Pony Grand Prix 
level, before focusing on her creative talents. 
She won a scholarship to Auckland University 
of Technology and graduated in 2009 with a 
Bachelor of Graphic Design, going on to become 
an award-winning photographer and designer. 
She is the bestselling author of four biographical 
non-fiction books, For the Love of Horses, 
Stallion Challenges, Mustang Ride and Saving 

the Snowy Brumbies, a children’s picture book, 
Ranger the Kaimanawa Stallion, and a junior 
chapter book series Showtym Adventures. With 
her sisters Vicki and Amanda, Kelly has starred 
in the hit-rating TV series, Keeping Up With the 
Kaimanawas, following their work taming New 
Zealand’s wild Kaimanawa horses, and travelled 
to North America and Australia to rescue and 
tame wild horses.

Sales Points
• Taming the Wild exploits Kelly’s expansive 

knowledge and for the first time offers 
training and riding instructional advice for 
her readers. It’s the book we’ve been waiting 
for her to write.

• As well as the how-to content, there’s a high 
degree of personal narrative from Kelly, 
an ongoing feature called ‘Life Lessons’ 
(what horses have taught her about life), 
and reflections from students of her Wild 
Kaimanawa Workshops.

• The book’s focus is on wild horses, Kelly’s 
area of specialty, but her lessons and know-
how can be broadly applied to working with 
all horses.

• Kelly Wilson’s writing connects with young 
readers and adults alike, and this book will 
appeal to anyone considering getting a 
horse, so ought to have a very wide market.

• Readers of Kelly’s previous books will 
definitely want this book, but because of the 
step up in content, which marks a turning 
point for her adult publishing, it should also 
attract new readers.

KELLY WILSON HAS SOLD OVER 46,000 COPIESIN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

OCTOBER 2014

OCTOBER 2016OCTOBER 2017

SEPTEMBER 2015

Animals
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Interval Weight Loss for Women: 
The Six Principles of Weight Loss 
Success
Nick Fuller

Pub date: January 2020

Format: 224pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Rights Sold: Taiwan (China Times Publishing Company)

Audio: Rights available
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Bestselling author Dr Nick Fuller’s guide to Interval 
Weight Loss for women.

Dr Nick Fuller, one of Australia’s leading obesity 
researchers, has helped thousands of women to 
lose weight. Now he wants to help you.

Women are constantly bombarded with 
information about the latest diets – diets that 
can result, paradoxically, in weight gain and 
aren’t grounded in any studies. Now it’s time to 
cut through all those fads. 

There are countless reasons women gain weight, 
including:

• years of dieting

• going on the contraceptive pill

• long hours at work

• pregnancy

• menopause

• ageing

In Interval Weight Loss for Women, Dr Fuller 
explains the six key principles behind successful, 
sustainable weight loss. He addresses all the 
common pitfalls and the hurdles women face, 
and provides simple, effective advice based on 
his work with women facing similar issues.

Containing delicious recipes and meal plans, 
Interval Weight Loss for Women allows you, week 
by week, to take back control of your body – and 
to stop the yo-yo dieting for good.

DR NICK FULLER is a leading obesity researcher 
in Australia and has been running the clinical 
research program at the Boden Institute, Charles 
Perkins Centre in the University of Sydney for 
the past decade. He has helped thousands 
of people on their weight-loss and lifestyle 
journeys, and investigated a broad range of 
topics including dietary and exercise programs, 
appetite hormones, commercial programs, 
complementary and conventional medicines, 
medical devices and weight-loss surgery. He 
completed his doctorate on the efficacy and 
cost-effectiveness of different obesity weight-
loss treatments, and has degrees in exercise 
physiology and nutrition and dietetics. He is 
also the author of the bestselling Interval Weight 
Loss and Interval Weight Loss for Life. For more 
information visit: www.drnickfuller.com.

Media
• www.intervalweightloss.com.au/podcasts-

radio

• www.intervalweightloss.com.au/articles

• www.intervalweightloss.com.au/pagetv

• www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vr3MewbKlEU&feature=youtu.be
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Use It or Lose It
Paul McIntyre

Pub date: July 2019
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Imprint: Penguin Life Australia

We all want to age well, but what does that really 
mean? Should we be playing endless Sudoku to 
stimulate our brains, or power-walking our way 
to eternal youth?
In Use It or Lose It Paul McIntyre, host of ABC 
Radio’s ‘Medical Matters’, sorts the fact from the 
fiction and reveals the practical measures we can all 
take to keep our body in good shape and our brain 
sharp and alert. Because when it comes to positive 
ageing, our physical and mental health are one and 
the same. Believe it or not, preventing a condition 
as serious as dementia is as much about pursuing 
interests and having a flourishing social life as it is 
about standard health prescriptions. Good nutrition, 
regular exercise, relaxation, social interaction and 
healthy activities are paramount for your body and 
your brain and your emotional outlook as you get 
older.

With key advice from experts in diet, nutrition, 
dementia research and psychology, and lots of 
activities and suggestions to inspire you, including 
some delicious health-boosting recipes, Use It 
or Lose It is an essential guide to remaining vital 
through mid-life and beyond.

PAUL MCINTYRE is the host of ABC Radio’s 
‘Medical Matters’ and has more than two 
decades of experience at ABC Radio. He lives in 
Tasmania with his partner.

Sales points
• Paul McIntyre is the host of ABC Radio’s 

‘Medical Matters’ and has interviewed 
many experts on the subject of positive 
ageing, including the exciting and important 
research being undertaken at the Wicking 
Dementia Research and Education Centre.

• Through Paul’s discussions with 
researchers, doctors and psychologists he 
discovered there are many basic measures 
you can adopt in your daily life to prevent 
many age-related health problems, 
including serious conditions like dementia – 
that topic of urgent interest to many people 
over fifty. These measures allow you to 
tackle the challenges of growing older and 
can best be described as ‘positive ageing’.

• Paul starts the book by taking a look at the 
body, describing major diseases of ageing 
– dementia and diabetes – and how to 
prevent them. He then goes through the 
other body parts you need to take care of 
to remain active and well. He investigates 
taking care of the brain and how to 
maintain your cognitive functioning, and 
looks at emotional wellbeing, dealing with 
depression, and finding purpose, meaning 
and enjoyment. And because his aim is to be 
practical, he provides lots of activities and 
suggestions to inspire readers.

Health
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The Pretty Girl Killer
Andrew Byrne

Pub date: August 2019
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Rights held: World
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The true story of one of the world’s most 
horrifying serial killers, who terrorised both 
Australia and America.
Christopher Wilder was the surf-loving son of a 
decorated naval war hero born in the suburbs 
of Sydney, who became the most wanted man 
in America – a psychopathic serial killer who 
slaughtered more than sixteen young women in 
the United States and is the prime suspect in the 
infamous Australian Wanda Beach murders. 

Wilder was handsome and charming, and time 
and time again he managed to convince beautiful 
young women that he was a fashion photographer 
looking to help them start a career in modelling. 
What followed were some of the most brutal, 
sadistic crimes the world has ever seen – as well as 
a years-long police operation, dogged by missed 
opportunities and bad decisions, to track the killer 
down. 

Featuring new evidence unearthed from case files 
and interviews with FBI agents, witnesses and 
survivors, some of whom have spoken for the first 
time since the horrendous crimes were committed, 
The Pretty Girl Killer takes us right into the mind and 
moment a vicious killer.

ANDREW BYRNE is an award–winning former 
UK national newspaper journalist, now based in 
Sydney. 

Andrew has run the news desk on both the 
Sydney Morning Herald and the Daily Telegraph in 
Australia and the Sunday Mirror in London, and 
for the last few years has been working in TV as 
Managing Editor on current affair shows such as 
Sunday Night. He was also a supervising producer 
on the recent Anita Cobby TV special documentary, 
and covered the Bali bombings for News Corp and 
Schapelle Corby for the Seven Network.

Much of his career has involved investigating and 
writing about some of the world’s most horrific 
crimes, including the Yorkshire Ripper, Jamie 
Bamber, Ian Brady, David Birnie and Bradley 
Murdoch. 

Sales points
• GRIPPING TRUE CRIME: This is the darkly 

compelling story of one of the world’s worst 
serial killers, infamous in both Australian and 
American criminal history. And it’s written in the 
most compelling, edge-of-your-seat way - you 
absolutely cannot put this down.

• NEW ANGLES AND INFORMATION: Andrew 
Byrne is a dedicated and dogged journalist and 
he’s spent years investigating this case, digging 
up new information and witness accounts and 
getting inside Wilder’s head.

• BOLD, AMBITIOUS AND INTERNATIONAL 
STYLE: This manuscript is utterly compelling 
and reminds the reader of classic American 
true crime, like that of Ann Rule. It’s firmly 
Australian, though, tackling one of our most 
infamous unsolved cases, and written by a 
well-connected Australian journalist. Fantastic 
publicity potential.



28 FRANKFURT FRONTLIST RIGHTS CATALOGUE 2019

Memoir

About a Girl: A Mother’s Powerful 
Story of Raising Her Transgender 
Child
Rebekah Robertson

Pub date: September 2019

Format: 352pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Viking Australia

In 2000, Rebekah Robertson gave birth to 
twin boys, George and Harry. But as they grew 
older, their preferences began to show, and 
by the age of three it was clear Georgie was 
drawn to anything that was pretty or had a 
skirt that could swirl. 
Before long Georgie was insisting that she was 
a girl and became distressed that she had to 
hide who she really was when she started school. 
Soon the bullying started and she would come 
home in floods of tears, begging her mother to 
help her. 

Rebekah and her husband, conflicted about how 
to proceed and overwhelmed by fear, united in 
their determination to help her live freely and 
fearlessly. To ensure Georgie had access to 
medical support they sought permission for her 
to begin puberty–blocking medication. Their 
case was the start of the long road to justice for 
transgender children in Australia and became 
the basis of the 2013 landmark decision to 
remove the Family Court’s jurisdiction.  

Georgie has gone on to become one of the 
brightest stars of the Australian youth leadership 
landscape through her advocacy work. And 
Rebekah founded Transcend, a support network 
for transgender kids and their families in 
Australia. 

Part memoir and part inspirational message of 
hope for those navigating a similar path, About 
a Girl is a thought–provoking and profoundly 
moving true story. Above all, it is a celebration of 
family and the values that unite us all.

REBEKAH ROBERTSON is an Australian actor 
and activist who has appeared on television and 
on stage. In 2012, she founded the first parent–
led peer support group and information hub for 
transgender kids and their families in Australia, 
Transcend. She now advocates for transgender 
kids and has won numerous awards for her work.

All Around the World and Back 
(working title)
Rosie Ayliffe

Pub date: March 2020

Format: 272pp – 153mm x 234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Viking Australia

A mother’s story of the brutal murder of 
her daughter in outback Australia, and 
the appalling hidden dangers of working 
conditions on Australian farms that led to the 
death.
British mother Rosie Ayliffe thought her 21-year-
old daughter Mia would be safe travelling around 
Australia on her gap year. But four short days 
after Mia moved to Home Hill in Queensland to 
take a job on a sugarcane farm, she was brutally 
murdered by a fellow backpacker. 

Like many other travellers, Mia needed to find 88 
days of work on a farm to extend her visa and stay 
in Australia for a second year. Her time at ‘Hell 
Hill’ was awful. When Rosie travelled to Australia 
to retrieve Mia’s body, she started to hear stories 
about the terrible, exploitative treatment of young 
workers like Mia, which she firmly believes caused 
her daughter’s death. 

Mia was Rosie’s only child and she brought her 
up as a single parent. Her death was traumatic 
and life changing. In her memoir Rosie describes 
movingly how she has found the strength to 
come to come to terms with her loss, drawing on 
inspiration from her daughter’s short life. She 
also explains how she has become the driving 
force behind an international campaign to press 
for change to the 88 days system – without 
which Australian agriculture would not be able 
to function properly, with backpackers providing 
almost a third of the seasonal labour force. As a 
consequence, three Australian States have now 
introduced Labour Hire Licensing laws, and the 
Australian government is considering a raft of 
proposals concerning the 88 days, recommended 
by the Parliamentary Inquiry into Modern Slavery.
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Jack Charles: A Born–again 
Blakfella
Jack Charles
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Jack Charles has worn many hats throughout his 
life: actor, cat burglar, musician, heroin addict, 
activist, even Senior Victorian Australian of the 
Year. But the title he’s most proud to claim is that 
he’s an Aboriginal Elder. 

Stolen from his mother and placed into institutional 
care when he was only a few months old, Uncle Jack 
was raised under the government’s White Australia 
Policy. The loneliness and isolation he experienced 
during those years had a devastating impact on 
him that endured long after he reconnected with his 
Aboriginal roots and discovered his stolen identity. 
Even today he feels like an outsider; a loner; a fringe 
dweller.

In this honest and no–holds–barred memoir, Uncle 
Jack reveals the ‘ups and downs of this crazy, drugged 
up, locked up, fucked up, and at times unbelievable, 
life’. From his sideline as a cat burglar, battles with drug 
addiction and stints in prison, to gracing the nation’s 
stages and screens as he dazzled audiences with 
his big personality and acting prowess, he takes us 
through the most formative moments of his life. 

By turns heartbreaking and hilarious, Jack Charles: A 
Born–again Blakfella is a candid and uplifting memoir 
from one of Australia’s finest and most beloved actors.

UNCLE JACK CHARLES is an Australian legend: 
survivor of the Stolen Generation, Indigenous 
elder, actor, musician, activist and former heroin 
addict and cat burglar. Now on the cusp of his 
75th birthday, he’s ready to tell the full story of 
how he became a born–again Blakfella and one of 
Australia’s best–loved actors.

Native Son
Witi Ihimaera

Pub date: September 2019

Format: 448pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Rights sold previous title: 

Bulibasha: France (Au Vent des Iles), Taiwan (Asian 

Culture Co) The Parihaka Woman: France (Au Vent 

des Iles) The Whale Rider: United Kingdom (Pearson 

Education), France (Au Vent Des Iles), Italy (Bompiani), 

German (Rowholt), The Netherlands (Forlaget Jjulet), 

Brazil (Prolibera Editora), Macedonia (Ars Lamina), 

Estonia (Margus Lattik Fie), Thailand (Matichon 

Publishing House), Audio (Bolinda) White Lies: France 

(Au Vent des Iles) Witi Ihimaera Best Stories: Italy (Edizioni 

Kappa)

Audio: Penguin Random House New Zealand

Imprint: Vintage New Zealand

This is the second volume of memoir by this 
remarkable Maori writer and of the living myths 
that inspired him at the beginning of his career.
This volume picks up where the previous one 
stopped, following Witi from the age of 15, 
through his triumphs and failures at school and 
university, to experimenting sexually, searching 
for love, identity and purpose, and publishing his 
first books. 

It continues in the same vein that another 
reviewer of Maori Boy, Sue Esterman, admired: 
‘We can depend on Witi Ihimaera to write about 
life, love, history, tipuna, tūrangawaewae and 
more in a way that all New Zealanders, Maori or 
Pakeha, can identify with, rejoice in and share.’

WITI IHIMAERA was the first Maori to publish 
both a book of short stories and a novel, and 
since then has published many notable novels 
and collections of short stories. Ihimaera has 
also written for stage and screen, edited books 
on the arts and culture, and published various 
works for children. His best–known novel is The 
Whale Rider, which was made into a hugely, 
internationally successful film in 2002. Three 
other of his works have also been made into 
feature films. His first book, Pounamu, Pounamu, 
has not been out of print in the 40 years since 
publication.

Memoir



30 FRANKFURT FRONTLIST RIGHTS CATALOGUE 2019

A Conversation With My Country
Alan Duff
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Reviewing a life and a country.
In 1993, Alan Duff wrote his hard–hitting 
book Maori: The Crisis and the Challenge. His 
controversial comments shook the country. 
A quarter of a century later, New Zealand and 
Maoridom are in a very different place. And so is 
Alan – he has since published many more books, 
had several films made of his works, become 
instrumental in setting up and sustaining Books 
in Homes, has endured bankruptcy, become 
a grandfather and great–grandfather and has 
lived in France. Now he is back, he reconsiders 
his life and his country with fresh eyes.

Never one to shy away from being a whetstone 
on which others can sharpen their own opinions, 
Alan tells it how he sees it. 

ALAN DUFF was born in Rotorua in 1950. 
He has written novels, including Once Were 
Warriors, One Night Out Stealing, What Becomes 
of the Broken Hearted?, Both Sides of the Moon, 
Szabad, Jake’s Long Shadow, Dreamboat Dad 
and Who Sings for Lu?, a novella (State Ward), 
several children’s books and a number of non–
fiction works. Once Were Warriors won the Pen 
Best First Book of Fiction Award and, as well 
as What Becomes of the Broken Hearted?, was 
made into an internationally acclaimed film. 

Duff was the driving force behind the Books 
in Homes scheme, which, with commercial 
sponsorship and government support, aims to 
break the cycle of illiteracy, poverty, anger and 
violence among underprivileged children by 
providing books for them to own.

Before I Forget
Geoffrey Blainey

Pub date: June 2019

Format: 352pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Rights sold previous title: Please see page 

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Hamish Hamilton Australia

Before I Forget is the long–awaited memoir from 
Professor Geoffrey Blainey – Australia’s most 
significant and popular historian – that tells the 
story of the first forty years of his life, from his 
childhood to his career as historian and writer.

Now in his late–eighties, and listed by the 
National Trust as a ‘Living Treasure’, in Before I 
Forget, Geoffrey Blainey reflects on his humble 
beginnings as the son of a Methodist Minister 
and school teacher, one of five children, and a 
carefree childhood spent in rural Victoria, from 
Terang to Leongatha, Geelong to Ballarat. 

Warm, insightful and lyrically written, Before I 
Forget recounts the experiences and influences 
that have shaped the astonishing mind of 
Australia’s most loved historian. But in this 
book Blainey has given us something more – a 
fascinating and affectionate social history in 
and of itself.

PROFESSOR GEOFFREY BLAINEY’S first 
book was completed when he was in his early 
twenties. Since then he has written more than 
forty books, including Triumph of the Nomads, 
The Rush That Never Ended, The Tyranny of 
Distance and other well-known books on 
Australia’s history. His more recent books on 
global history, including A Short History of the 
World, have been translated into many foreign 
languages and published in places as far apart 
as Brazil, Spain and Turkey.   

In New York, in 1988, Blainey received the 
celebrated Britannica Prize ‘for excellence in the 
dissemination of knowledge for the benefit of 
mankind’.

Memoir
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Sick of going overseas and enjoying himself, 
comedian Adam Rozenbachs decided he should 
take his father on the trip of a lifetime to Europe. 
For his father, it was a chance to return to the place 
he never saw as an immigrant fleeing post–war 
Germany. For Adam, it was a chance to repay 
his father for everything he’d given him in life. As 
it turned out, after three weeks of travel, Adam 
decided not killing his father was more than enough 
repayment. The trip took frustration to a whole new 
level as Adam discovered his father doesn’t like 
museums, galleries, landmarks, travelling or Paris. 

God, he hated Paris. 

But amid the irritation of travelling with an adult 
toddler (an adoddler) Adam learned – through 
gritted teeth – more about his father, his family and 
himself. 

If you’ve ever travelled with family, are considering it, 
or would never even dream of it, you will identify with 
the pain, pressure and triumph of Adam making it 
out alive (and with a hint of sanity left). Paris and 
Other Disappointments is a memoir about fathers 
and sons, travel, and why the Eiffel Tower is a real 
letdown in person.

ADAM ROZENBACHS is a stand–up comedian, 
writer, broadcaster, actor and voiceover artist and 
has steadily risen to become one of Australia’s 
funniest and most consistent performers. Adam 
is a regular of the Melbourne stand–up comedy 
circuit and performs around Australia  He was 
also once a nominee for Cleo Bachelor of the Year, 
making the top fifty. And no, it doesn’t matter 
where he came . . . let’s just say equal second, shall 
we? We shall.

Praise for Adam Rozenbachs’ Stand Up
‘Do you have or have you ever had a parent? Well 
if you have, there’s something in this show for 
you. Adam Rozenbachs is a seasoned comedy 
writer and performer, with TV and radio credits 
as well as stand–up and it really shows. A quality 
performance.’ – HERALD SUN

The Gap
Benjamin Gilmour

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 304pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Viking Australia

Benjamin Gilmour has been a paramedic for the 
past twenty years. He has seen his fair share of 
drama. But the summer of 2008 remains etched in 
his memory for the very worst reasons.

In this riveting memoir, Gilmour recounts the 
call–outs that summer: some dangerous, some 
gruesome, some downright ridiculous. And we 
meet his fellow paramedic John who, they say, 
can get a laugh out of everyone except the dead. 
As the city heats up that summer, however, even 
John begins to lose his sense of humour. People 
are unravelling – and Benjamin and John are no 
exception. 

The Gap is a vivid portrait of the lead–up to 
Christmas; an unflinching, no–holds–barred 
look at what happens after the emergency call 
is made – the drugs, nightclubs, brothels, drunk 
rich kids, billionaires, domestic disputes, the 
elderly, emergency births, even a kidnapping. 
Patients share their innermost feelings, and we 
witness their loneliness, their despair and their 
hopes.  

Beautifully written and sharply observed, The 
Gap exposes the fragility of our lives and the 
lengths the paramedics will go to to try to save 
us.

In addition to being a paramedic, BENJAMIN 
GILMOUR is also an author and film director. His 
most recent film is Afghanistan–set drama Jirga. 
Jirga was Australia’s submission for 2019 Best 
Foreign Language Film Oscar and was selected 
for the prestigious Toronto International Film 
Festival in September 2018. 

He has also directed the films Paramedico (2012) 
and Son of a Lion (2008), which was selected 
for the Berlinale. He is the author of the books 
Paramedico: Around the World by Ambulance 
(published in the United Kingdom by The Friday 
Project), a tie–in with his film of the same name, 
and Warrior Poets (Murdoch Books), about the 
making of his first feature film in Pakistan. He 
has also published a children’s book, The Travel 
Bug (Penguin Random House), with illustrator 
James Gulliver Hancock. 

Memoir
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Eat Your Heart Out
Peta Mathias

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 304pp – 198mm x  128mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Vintage New Zealand

In a world of hate, let’s serve up some love . . . 

Peta Mathias has encountered many a lovelorn 
tale on her gastronomic travels around the 
world. Searching further, she has unearthed 
more stories — the heart-warming and heart-
rending, the passionate and poignant, the 
macabre and merry — and in these retellings 
brings them all to life. 

With her characteristic wit and colour, she also 
dishes up many of the ingredients of love:

• intriguing courtship rituals, such as 
bundling and the apple slice dance;

• poetry penned by those with their own 
stories to tell;

• and, of course, romantic recipes, purported 
aphrodisiacs and alluring delicacies.

Entertaining, hilarious and informative, this book 
is a smorgasbord of love.

PETA MATHIAS MNZM is a respected and 
prolific New Zealand chef, author and 
broadcaster, who conducts gastronomic tours 
to such exotic places as France, Morocco, Spain, 
Vietnam, Italy and India. She lives in the South 
of France in the French summer, teaching 
cooking classes in her Uzès home, and lives in 
Auckland in the New Zealand summer, writing 
and avoiding winter. For twelve years Peta 
presented the award winning prime time travel/
food television shows Taste New Zealand, Taste 
Takes Off and A Taste of Home. Her many books 
are about food, travel, life, men, women, love and 
explaining how egg whites can transform your 
life. In 2012 Peta was awarded the New Zealand 
Order of Merit by the New Zealand Government 
in recognition for her work as an author and TV 
presenter.

Her Say
Jackie Clark

Pub date: June 2020

Format: 304pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights available

Imprint: Random House New Zealand

In 2012, Jackie Clark launched The Aunties, a 
grassroots charity helping women to rebuild 
their lives after a period of trauma. She quit her 
job, turning her back on considerable privilege, 
to focus on the charity full-time, becoming 
Aunty in Charge and assisting hundreds of 
women with material needs and emotional 
support – not all abuse is physical.

This powerful new book will feature the stories 
of 10–12 women, told in their voice. The collected 
stories will chart their narrators’ lives and 
personal histories, through the lens of having 
lived with – and escaped – an abusive partner. 
It will also contain a piece from Jackie Clark, 
founder of The Aunties, detailing her own 
background, motivations, work and advocacy.

These will be true and human stories that tell it 
like it is, or was; they will reclaim the narrative and 
tell it her way.

JACKIE CLARK, a kindergarten teacher by 
training, founded the charity The Aunties 
six years ago with the aim of working with 
women who are living with or have lived with 
domestic violence. She provides women with 
material needs like clothing, food or money by 
fundraising, often through social media. Her big 
heart and bold attitude has won her a league of 
loyal fans and followers. She lives in Manurewa, 
Auckland.

Memoir
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Cooking

All the Things I Want to Eat: 
Recipes From Major Tom and 
Winona Forever to Cook at Home
Fran Mazza

Pub date: March 2020

Format: 272pp – 250mm x 190mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Random House New Zealand

Delicious and accessible recipes from the team that 
put together a series of successful and hip cafes 
around Auckland, offering highly Instagrammable 
dishes.

Fran Mazza is a half Italian pastry chef, with 
a flair for design. She is also a hard-working 
mother of three children, and knows the time 
limitations that operate in most modern 
households. This book offers over 100 great 
recipes for people who enjoy tasty food that 
can be cooked easily with readily available 
ingredients.

Together, Fran and her husband Aaron Carson 
have been the masterminds behind a series of 
highly popular Auckland cafes, scattered around 
the city and suburbs - from Winona Forever 
and Fang in Parnell, to Major Tom in Albany and 
Just Like Martha in Three Kings, their trademark 
original artworks, vibrant fit-outs and food that 
is fresh, colourful and tasty have made each 
and every cafe a success within its community 
- and also become destinations in themselves 
for people wanting great flavour and good 
atmosphere. Interspersed between the recipes 
are the stories of each of these cafes - the idea 
behind them, how their names were chosen, and 
the communities in which they operate.

FRAN MAZZA grew up in an Italian family and 
travelled back and forth to Italy as a child. 
Her Italian father taught her to cook, and her 
Australian mother taught her how to manage 
money, and what food would be popular ‘down 
under’. But a larger Italian sensibility has been 
important to Fran - the idea that food binds the 
family, and that family is more than just people 
living in the same house. It’s the neighbourhood, 
the community. In her father’s town, cafes were 
places to meet your neighbours and places 
for your neighbours to meet you. She and her 
husband and business partner Aaron have 
tried to make that a part of each cafe they have 
opened. 

Fran says ‘We wanted to introduce more than 
just good food to our neighbourhood. We 
wanted people to feel like they were part of a 
neighbourhood.’
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Marriage of Flavours
Scott Pickett

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 216pp - 195mm x 260mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Lantern Australia

Sweet. Sour. Bitter. Salty. Spicy. Umami. 
Temperature. Texture.
It’s one thing to be able to make a dish from a 
technical perspective, but it’s something else when 
you have that exciting lightbulb moment around 
flavour that illuminates your cooking, allowing you 
to understand, develop and enjoy it even more.

The marriage of contrasting and complementary 
flavours has driven Scott Pickett’s way of cooking 
since the early days of his career, earning him a 
reputation for brilliant combinations and incredibly 
tasty food. Inspired by the changing seasons, the 
abundance of quality Australian produce and 
the principle of eight key flavour profiles, with 
this collection of irresistible recipes he opens the 
door into his kitchen for a masterclass in putting 
together a dish or meal that’s perfectly balanced. 
From Scott’s interpretations of the classic 
combinations to more unusual pairings that bring 
unexpected sensory delight, these are dishes and 
ideas to help you find a new harmony in the way you 
cook.

Scott Pickett, a chef renowned for his mastery 
of incredible flavour combinations, shares 80 
recipes for beautifully balanced, flavour–driven 
dishes that celebrate Australian produce 
through the seasons – and the secrets that 
make them so successful.

SCOTT PICKETT co–hosted the Channel 9 series 
The Hotplate, and his newest restaurant, Matilda, 
in Melbourne, has just opened to rave reviews.

Sales Points
• THE AUTHOR: One of Australia’s most 

esteemed chefs, Scott’s star continues to 
rise – he won two hats for new restaurant 
Matilda in the 2018 Good Food Guide 
Awards, confirming its status as one of 
the hottest dining destinations in the city. 
In 2019, Scott is hosting the Broadsheet 
Kitchen residency for emerging chefs at 
Saint Crispin.

• THE CONCEPT: Flavour pairing is what 
Scott is known for. Recipes are labelled with 
their key flavour profiles from the list of 
eight, and feature drink pairing suggestions. 
Each chapter ends with two menus 
suggesting which dishes to serve together.

• THE MOMENT: This elemental approach 
to cooking is very much on-trend right now, 
thanks in part to Samin Nosrat’s Salt, Fat, 
Acid, Heat (7K copies Bookscan and popular 
Netflix series). Marriage of Flavours is less 
scientific and therefore more approachable.

• THE MARKET: Foodies aged 30+, male 
and female. Scott is especially well-known 
in Melbourne, and sold 4.5K copies of his 
first book (a memoir-cookbook of stories 
and fine dining recipes) purely through his 
restaurants and word-of-mouth.

• THE LOOK AND FEEL: Textured paperback 
featuring gold foil with a ¾ height full-
colour wraparound jacket. Beautiful food 
photography that reflects the seasons.

Cooking
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HI A 
K A I

Monique Fiso

REDISCOVERING NEW ZEALAND CUISINE

Hiakai
Monique Fiso

Pub date: April 2020

Format: 288pp  - 200mm x 265mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Random House New Zealand

Hiakai is the most comprehensive account of 
Māori food ever documented – the past, the 
present and the future. 
Monique Fiso is a modern-day food warrior, 
taking New Zealand and Maori cuisine to the 
world. Having spent years overseas in Michelin-
star restaurants, Monique returned to Aotearoa 
and began Hiakai, an innovative pop-up venture 
that’s now taken the form of a permanent fixture 
in Wellington. It is legitimately one of the most 
exciting restaurants in the country.

Hiakai the book will similarly be an unforgettable 
experience: encompassing a potted history of 
kai Maori, an illustrated ingredient directory, 
and a selection of approximately 40 recipes. It 
won’t be simply a Maori book, or a cookbook, or a 
high-spec illustrated title, but will be all of these. 
It will be a book to be read, a physical production 
to savour, a subject to be celebrated, and by an 
author as ambitious as they come. It will bring 
the old very much into the now with verve and a 
distinctive worldview.

A both both important and beautiful. Hiakai 
brings Māori food to homes all around the world.

MONIQUE FISO (Ngā Rauru, Ngāti Ruanui), just 
29, was born and bred in Porirua, New Zealand. 
Starting with an after-school job as a sandwich 
hand at the tender age of 14 and ending up in 
the Michelin-starred kitchens of New York City 
and Melbourne, Fiso always wanted to be a chef. 
She trained at Wellington Institute of Technology 
while also working the kitchen at Martin 
Bosley’s, eventually moving on to an array of 
renowned restaurants in New York. After a stint 
in Melbourne, she returned to New Zealand 
in 2016 and began the pop-up dining series, 
Hiakai, which is now a permanent restaurant. 
Using traditional Māori cooking techniques 
and ingredients, Fiso has taken Māori cuisine 
to a new level of sophistication, writing the next 
chapter in its food story.

‘Monique is turning  
the culinary world  

upside down. What she’s 
doing, no one’s  

done before.’ 
—MARTIN BOSLEY,  

CHEF

Cooking
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Fresh from Akaroa: Recipes from 
the Akaroa Cooking School
Lou and Ant Bentley

Pub date: October 2019

Format: 288pp –  260mm x 210mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

Recipes and tips from the highly popular Akaroa 
Cooking School - plus the stunning scenery of 
Banks Peninsula.

Beautiful harbour and town vistas plus the 
wisdom of two creative cooks combine to 
produce a book of recipes, information and 
stunning photography. 

With over 100 delicious recipes used in the 
cooking school, plus tips on giving dinner 
parties, buying and cooking fish, the perfect 
barbecue, canapes and cocktails, and Asian-
inspired cookery, this is a book chock full of 
useful and beautiful material.

With recipes that vary from simple courgette 
and feta fritters, or little bacon and egg tarts, 
through to sticky twice-cooked Asian pork ribs 
and a decadent dark chocolate mousse cake 
with raspberry coulis, vanilla mascarpone and 
pistachio crumb, there are dishes to tempt 
everyone.

LOU AND ANT BENTLEY established the Akaroa 
Cooking School in 2009, after years of balancing 
corporate lives with their passion for food. They 
wanted to teach people how to get back to 
basics - growing their own food where possible, 
but certainly knowing where it comes from 
and how best to prepare and cook it - while still 
having fun!

They live with their two children one bay around 
from Akaroa, and grow all their own herbs, salad 
greens and veges for the school.

“The morning before each class we always 
head outside with the baskets and load up on 
whatever is fresh and ripe at the time. Even 
in the depths of winter we can still harvest 
beetroot, parsnips, carrots and lemons, and 
there is never a shortage of walnuts. The garden 
also supplies us with fresh flowers and foliage 
throughout the year to brighten up the cooking 
school.”

Sales Points
• Chapters on canapes, light meals and 

sharing plates, salads, mains, sweets, extras, 
and choosing ingredients.

• Beautiful photos of Akaroa make this a 
lovely overall package. Front cover image is 
the view from the school itself.

• Lots of recipes - tested by the cooking 
school, so quite accessible.

• The Cooking School gives approx 100 
classes per year with about 16 people per 
class. Around half the students come from 
the Canterbury area (including lots from 
Ashburton and Timaru), about 30% from the 
rest of New Zealand and 20% from overseas 
- mostly from Aus, US and Canada and the 
UK.

Cooking
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Summer with Simon Gault
Simon Gault

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 240pp –  250mm x 205mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

Simple, sensational food for the beach, bach and 
BBQ.

Summer goes hand in hand with good times, 
friends and family, rest and relaxation, and the 
finest, most nutritious food. 

In Summer, beloved chef Simon Gault shares 
his favourite recipes for the summer months, 
offering quick fixes for the BBQ, picnics at the 
beach, stints at the bach; to keep the kids happy 
and to exploit the best produce of the season.  

With a focus on healthy, tasty and stress-free, 
it’s mouth-watering food for everyday people – 
inspired food that’s quick and delicious. 

A book to make summer entertaining easy.

SIMON GAULT, one of New Zealand’s best-
known chefs, began his food career at the age of 
16 at Antoine’s in Auckland. 

As former Executive Chef of the Nourish Group, 
Simon oversaw a collection of multi-award 
winning restaurant brands that includes Euro 
Bar & Restaurant, FISH, Jervois Steakhouse, 
Bistro Lago, Shed 5, Pravda and The Crab 
Shack. He now owns and operates Giraffe in the 
Auckland Viaduct.

Simon is well known for fronting the TV shows 
Masterchef New Zealand (over five seasons), 
Chef on a Mission and Why Are We Fat?

Cooking
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Garage Project: The Art of Beer
Garage Project and Tim Gibson

Pub date: July 2019

Format: 240pp – 175mm x  200mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

A one-of-a-kind book celebrating the art, the 
creativity and - of course - the craft of New 
Zealand’s most popular and experimental 
brewery, Garage Project.
Since its earliest days in Wellington’s Aro Valley, 
Garage Project has collaborated with some of 
Aotearoa’s most talented graphic designers, 
painters, game designers, tattoo artists (and more) 
to create literally hundreds of unique artworks for its 
cans and bottles. Many have become iconic, much-
loved and even collectible items in their own right. 

Today, Garage Project’s colourful and ever-
changing beer labels are as well-known as its 
unique and popular brews – and over 100 of them 
are collected in this book.

Here are original sketches and finished art for the 
beers you love to love, from Pils’n’Thrills to Aro Noir 
to BEER beer, with insights into the creative process 
and talented people who made them – and the 
stories and inspiration behind the brewery and the 
beers, all as told in entertaining style by the co-
founders themselves.

Drink in the thinking, the process and the 
inspiration behind Garage Project with this 
beautifully designed gift book.

In 2011 PETE GILLESPIE and JOS RUFFELL left 
their day jobs and, with help from Pete’s brother 
Ian, transformed an old car garage in Aro Valley, 
Wellington, to begin brewing just 50 litres at a 
time. 

Flash forward eight years and this canny 
enterprise is now New Zealand’s fastest-growing, 
most loved and widely celebrated brewery, 
GARAGE PROJECT, their beers stocked all over 
the country and sought throughout the world.
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Stonefields by the Seasons
Paul Bangay

Pub date: November 2020

Format: 208pp – 135mm x  210mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Bantam Australia

A guide to creating a garden that’s beautiful year-
round, inspired by the garden at Stonefields.

Paul Bangay takes us through the seasons on 
his own property, Stonefields, and shows us 
how the garden changes every season, how the 
planting schemes have been chosen to cope 
the climatic condition of each season and what 
plants look best in each season.

Coupled with Simon Griffiths’ photography, 
Stonefields by the Seasons is a beautifully 
illustrated look at Australia’s most high-profile 
landscapers, personal garden with tips for the 
everyday gardener to achieve breathtaking 
home gardens that thrive in all seasons. 

PAUL BANGAY is one of Australia’s most high-
profile landscape designers. His working life 
is divided between Australian and overseas 
commissions; his spare time is spent at 
Stonefields, the garden he is building in the 
country. Paul’s influential previous books, 
Paul Bangay’s Country Gardens, The Garden at 
Stonefields, Paul Bangay’s Guide to Plants, Paul 
Bangay’s Garden Design Handbook, The Defined 
Garden, The Boxed Garden, The Balanced Garden 
and The Enchanted Garden, continue to find new 
readers. In 2001 he was awarded the Centenary 
Medal for his contribution to Australian 
landscape design. In 2018 he was awarded the 
Medal of the Order of Australia for service to 
landscape architecture.
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Big Ideas for Small Houses
Catherine Foster

Pub date: October 2019

Format: 208pp –  270mm x 210mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

Striking New Zealand houses under 100 square 
metres, and the clever ways people have gone 
about breaking into the housing market.

A look at a range of small houses around New 
Zealand, and the strategies the owners used 
to get a toehold in the tight housing market. 
From building a secondary dwelling on an 
existing family section, to tiny houses on pocket 
handkerchief pieces of land, these approaches 
to housing will give ideas and inspiration to all 
wondering how it can be possible to own a first 
home in the twenty-first century. Each entry 
begins with a statement about the strategy the 
owner used to achieve a home of their own.

The houses range in size from 100 square metres 
right down to a very cosy 34 square metres! 
Beautifully photographed, and including plans 
and costs.

CATHERINE FOSTER is a freelance writer with a 
specific interest in home design. She has been 
a regular contributor of articles to leading New 
Zealand home magazines, including Your Home 
& Garden, HOME New Zealand and NZ House 
and Garden.

Catherine is concerned about the growing 
unaffordability of housing in New Zealand. With 
her belief in consuming the finite resources 
of Planet Earth responsibly, she sees the 
harnessing of architectural design principles to 
build smaller and smarter homes as an obvious 
step in the right direction.

Mid Century Living: The 
Butterfly House Collection
Christine Fernyhough

Pub date: October 2019

Format: 368pp –  250mm x 194mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Random House New Zealand

An extraordinary collection of mid century and 
modern objects and the stories behind them from 
the bestselling author of The Road to Castle Hill.

An incurable collector shares her astonishing 
collection of vintage New Zealand art, objects 
and design and her classic 1960s seaside house.

For over 30 years, philanthropist and bestselling 
author of The Road to Castle Hill Christine 
Fernyhough has built an extraordinary collection 
of over 4000 everyday objects of mid century 
craft, design and folk art.

This beautiful book shares that collection for the 
first time, for all to enjoy. Crisp, colour-drenched 
photographs by Studio La Gonda bring to life 
the beach house and all its rooms and reveal 
individual objects in situ through rich close-
ups, taking the reader into our quirky, crafty and 
often ‘make do’ past.

CHRISTINE FERNYHOUGH is well known as 
a leading philanthropist, having co-founded 
Books in Homes with Alan Duff in 1994 and, 
in 2000, the Gifted Kids Programme for high 
achieving children in low-decile schools. 

In 2004 she bought the legendary Castle Hill 
Station, near Porter Heights in the Canterbury 
Alps, which she transformed into a high 
performing farm. The station came to national 
attention in 2007 when she published the 
bestselling The Road to Castle Hill: A High 
Country Love Story. This book was followed by 
Ben and Mark: Boys of the High Country and two 
picture books for young readers, Dart of Castle 
Hill and Phyllis of Castle Hill. 

In 2015 Christine established the Museum of the 
Everyday, based on her personal collection of 
more than 4000 New Zealand craft, design, folk 
art and social history objects from the twentieth 
century, built up over 30 years. 

Her latest book shares that collection, all 
housed in her charming 1960s seaside bach, the 
‘Butterfly House’.

Home and Garden
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Our Spaces
Alana Broadhead

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 288pp –  260mm x 210mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Random House New Zealand

A sumptuous showcase of New Zealand interiors 
now.

A sourcebook of ideas for contemporary 
interiors.  

Our Spaces takes you room by room through 
some of New Zealand’s most stylish and 
inspiring homes – spaces that are relaxed yet 
refined, modest yet modern.  

Both aspirational and instructional, Our Spaces 
features over 400 beautiful photographs, 
alongside hundreds of ideas and insights pulled 
from each space, for yours. 

Discover not only what makes a space beautiful, 
but also what makes it meaningful.

Art director, writer and designer ALANA 
BROADHEAD founded her popular online 
journal The New close to ten years ago. Over 
this time, she has earned a reputation as a 
tastemaker and respected curator, keeping her 
followers on the pulse of New Zealand design 
and its international context.   

Together with her husband, Alana also owns and 
operates design and homeware store Sunday. A 
vehicle for Alana’s discerning eye, Sunday is also 
an expression of her philosophy that design is 
the art of living well.

Home and Garden
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Our Very Own Brexit: Australia’s 
Hollow Politics and Where It 
Could Lead Us
Sam Roggeveen

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 144pp – 111mm x  181mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin Random House Australia

A close examination of whether Australia might 
have its own Brexit moment and the possible 
repercussions, from the Lowy Institute.

How did Australian politics get so weird? This 
book argues that Australia is part of a major shift 
happening across the world’s democracies. 

Pundits say populism is the big new danger, but 
they’re wrong. Political parties are at the core 
of democracy, yet all over the West, big parties 
are hollowing out: losing members, voters and 
the support of key interest groups. Australia is 
no exception. Our major parties have lost their 
connection with the public, and with history. As 
parties weaken, they become less stable, hence 
Australia’s leadership coups. They also become 
more vulnerable to demands from the political 
fringes, which is why David Cameron couldn’t 
resist Britain’s Eurosceptics. 

Could Australia have a Brexit moment? Yes. If 
one of Australia’s big parties succumbs to fringe 
pressure on immigration, Australia too could 
make a political break from the continent it 
flanks.

SAM ROGGEVEEN is Director of the Lowy 
Institute’s International Security Program. Sam 
writes for newspapers, magazines and websites 
around the world about Australian politics 
and foreign policy. He is the founding editor 
of the Lowy Institute’s digital magazine, The 
Interpreter. Before joining the Lowy Institute, 
Sam was a senior analyst in Australia’s peak 
intelligence agency, the Office of National 
Assessments.

Xi Jinping: The Backlash
Richard McGregor

Pub date: July 2019

Format: 144pp - 111mm x 181mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin Random House Australia

A look at how Xi Jinping rapidly made himself 
the most powerful Chinese leader since Mao 
Zedong, and how in turn his authoritarian 
ways have sparked a backlash against him at 
home and abroad, from the Lowy Institute.
Xi Jinping has transformed China at home and 
abroad with a speed and aggression that few 
foresaw when he came to power in 2012. Finally, 
he is meeting resistance, both at home among 
disgruntled officials and disillusioned technocrats, 
and abroad from an emerging coalition of Western 
nations that seem determined to resist China’s 
geopolitical and high-tech expansion. With the 
United States and China at loggerheads, Richard 
McGregor outlines how the world came to be split 
in two.

Author of the acclaimed bestseller The Party: 
The Secret World of China’s Communist Rulers, 
RICHARD MCGREGOR has reported from 
Asia for two decades. Formerly Chief of the 
Washington Bureau of the Financial Times, he 
has won numerous awards for his journalism. 
He has also contributed articles and reports 
to the BBC, the International Herald Tribune 
and the Far Eastern Economic Review. In 2015 
he was made a Fellow at the Wilson Center in 
Washington.
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Please Gamble Irresponsibly: 
The Rise, Fall and Rise of Sport 
Gambling in Australia
Titus O’Reily

Pub date: November 2019
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Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Michael Joseph Australia

The rise, fall and rise of sport gambling in Australia.

Australians lose more money gambling than 
any other country. But how did we get here? In 
his inimitable, hilarious style, sports historian 
Titus O’Reily charts the rise, fall and rise of sport 
gambling in Australia.

We’ll gamble on anything, from two flies crawling 
up a wall to less important things like federal 
elections. And thanks to the internet, phones and 
gambling-tax loving governments, these days 
Australians can indulge their love of a punt no 
matter what they’re doing. Aussies could be at the 
birth of a child or performing open-heart surgery 
and still put a bet on.

It wasn’t always this easy. Once, you could only 
gamble on sport illegally. Which, it turns out, was 
actually also pretty easy. But over the last thirty 
years gambling on sport has been legalised, first 
slowly and then very quickly. Now almost every ad 
on TV is about sport betting, and even some of 
the players are getting in on the wagering.

w traces the history of gambling in Australia 
from horseracing in the colonial era, through the 
rise of SP bookies and organised crime, to the 
commercialisation of the industry and its impact 
on communities and the integrity of sport. With 
billions of dollars involved, what are the odds of 
putting the genie back in the bottle?

Writer and broadcaster TITUS O’REILY was 
born in Melbourne and raised by the Sisters of 
Collective Misery, a kindly but sombre order who 
placed an emphasis on sport above all other 
things, including religion.



44 FRANKFURT FRONTLIST RIGHTS CATALOGUE 2019

Oceania

Apathetical Sydney
Paul Chappell and Josh Whiteman

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 56pp – 175mm x 262mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin Random House Australia

An A–Z love letter to our pretty but sometimes 
shitty Emerald City.

Welcome to Sydney – the ‘Emerald City’,

With the world’s nicest harbour, it’s really quite 
pretty.

The surface is gorgeous but give it a scratch,

And you’ll see how the upsides all come with a 
catch . . . 

For children, Sydney is a wondrous place of 
jacaranda trees, chugging harbour ferries and 
singing ice cream trucks. For the rest of us, 
Sydney is a cess pit of red-faced road rage, late-
running trains and overpriced bloody everything.

In this hilarious homage to the kids’ classic 
Alphabetical Sydney, local creatives Paul 
Chappell and Josh Whiteman take an adults-
only, A–Z tour of one of Australia’s most 
iconic cities to reveal the truth its residents 
all recognise: while it looks lovely, it’s f*cking 
impossible to live in. 

To anyone who’s ever had a good moan about 
the lockout laws, parking wardens or just the 
whole of the Eastern suburbs (but knows deep 
in their cynical heart that Sydney still beats 
Melbourne hands down): this book is for you.

PAUL CHAPPELL and JOSH WHITEMAN are 
the founders of Brand+Story, a Sydney-based 
creative partnership. They both live in Sydney 
with their families and enjoy nothing more than 
complaining about living in the best city in the 
world.

Sales Points
• Humorous parody: An adult parody of 

Alphabetical Sydney by Antonia Pesenti 
and Hilary Bell. The original kids’ book is a 
modern classic that celebrates Sydney in 
illustrations and verse from A to Z, and has 
sold 28K copies (published 2013) as well as 
spawning a popular exhibition at the Sydney 
Museum.

• Relatable content: A hilarious and 
affectionate look at life in Sydney with the 
rose-tinted glasses askew: the true city we 
know and love (to moan about) with its lack 
of town planning, extortionate parking and 
Lululemon-clad yoga teachers!

• Local angle: Other parodies of well-known 
kids’ books (such as Ladybird Books for 
Grownups and Go the F*ck to Sleep) have 
seen great success – and this is the first 
Australia-specific title within this genre.

• Perfect Christmas gift purchase: A 
small, well-priced hardback with full-
colour illustrations, 175 x 262mm (same as 
Alphabetical Sydney). Potential to become a 
perennial cult classic.

• Target audience: Strong appeal for locals 
aged 18–60, male and female, hipsters and 
parents alike – plus some Sydney visitors 
who want to take home a more authentic 
souvenir of the city and Melburnians who 
love to mock their rivals.
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Surfing

Church of the Open Sky
Nat Young

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 252pp - 153mm x 234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Michael Joseph Australia

Tall tales from the surf.

What makes for a surfing life? With a blaze of 
groundbreaking performances and a swag 
of titles claimed from all over the world to his 
name, Australian world champion surfer Nat 
Young might know. His seventieth birthday 
inspired some reflection on exactly that, and on 
the waves and characters that have marked his 
remarkable life: Miki Dora and Midget Farrelly to 
name a few.

But surfing for Nat Young – and so many  
like–minded surfers – has never been about 
winning, has never been about the sport. It’s 
a calling, an endless quest, a philosophy, a 
religion. Most of all, surfing is a way of life 
that has underpinned his other identities as 
board shaper, film producer, writer, raconteur, 
conservationist, activist, pilot, husband, father.

Candid and wryly observed, Church of the Open 
Sky explores what it means to be a surfer, with 
a collection of true stories of Nat’s surfing life – 
and the friends, foes and heroes he’s met along 
the way.

NAT YOUNG is a World Champion Australian 
surfer and author, who grew up in the small 
coastal suburb of Collaroy. He was runner–up 
in the Australian Junior Championship in 
1966, won three Australian titles in 1966, 1967 
and 1969, won the Bells Beach Surf Classic 
four times, and was named World Champion 
in 1966 and again in 1970. He is celebrated 
for pioneering the shortboard revolution in 
surfing. He has appeared in a number of surf 
movies, including the iconic Endless Summer, 
and produced two documentaries of his own: 
Fall Line and The History of Australian Surfing. 
His books include Nat’s Nat and That’s That, 
The Complete History of Surfing, Surfing 
Fundamentals and Surf Rage. Nat is married to 
Ti Deaton. He has four children: Naomi and Beau 
Young from his first marriage, and Nava and 
Bryce Young with Ti. He divides his time between 
the North Coast of New South Wales and the 
Sun Valley in the US, and still enjoys paddling 
out to a catch a wave every chance he gets.
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Mind, Body and Spirit

Listen to Spirit
Kelvin Cruikshank

Pub date: April 2020

Format: 304pp - 153mm x 234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

Kelvin Cruickshank, bestselling celebrity psychic 
medium, shares incredible stories from his 
lifelong work listening to spirit.
This book draws on his recent work, including how 
he has helped to solve high profile missing persons 
cases and murders, both in his native New Zealand 
and in the USA. 

Some of the stories are heartbreaking, some are 
uplifting, but all are inspiring and full of Kelvin’s 
wisdom and guidance for the living.

Kelvin’s work has helped hundreds of ordinary 
people over the years and many have had their lives 
changed and hearts healed by his contact with the 
departed. 

KELVIN CRUICKSHANK exhibited psychic abilities 
from an early age. He could hear and feel spirits 
around him, but had no idea what it all meant. 
Today, he is a gifted psychic medium with accuracy 
that is stunning to observe. In addition to his 
role on the popular investigative television series 
Sensing Murder, he has appeared twice on Colin 
Fry’s UK series 6ixth Sense and this year has been 
touring with UK medium TJ Higgs. He is the author 
of eight bestselling books including Walking in 
Light, Bridging the Gap, Finding the Path, Inside 
the Medium, Taking the Journey, Soul Secrets, 
Surrounded by Spirit and Reflections. Kelvin runs 
sell-out workshops and events, and in his spare 
time he loves fishing, diving and listening to Pink 
Floyd.
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The Māori Picture 
Dictionary
Margaret Sinclair and Ross 
Calman

Pub date: September 2020

Format: 96pp – 210mm x 297mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Picture Puffin New Zealand

This comprehensive Maori Picture 
Dictionary contains illustrations for over 
1300 of the most common words used 
by children. 

ROSS CALMAN is a freelance writer 
and editor, and the author of many 
popular works on Maori language 
and history.

MARGARET SINCLAIR has worked 
in publishing for many years, 
after initially training as a primary 
school teacher.

The Shearers
Ruth Low

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 272pp - 172mm x 239mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

The Shearers is an account of the 
men and women, past and present, 
who have committed their life to 
shearing and farming. 

RUTH LOW is and oral historian 
and the author of On The Hoof: 
The Untold Story of Drovers in New 
Zealand. 

The Spinoff Book
Toby Manhire

Pub date: November 2019

Format: 384pp – 234mm x 150mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

Jam-packed with The Spinoff’s 
best work, along with full-
colour artwork by Toby Morris, 
photography, collage, poetry and 
a clutch of new and exclusive 
essays, including on the 2017 
election and the leadership of 
Prime Minister Jacinda Arden.

Journalist and commentator TOBY 
MANHIRE is the editor of The 
Spinoff and this book. 

Starting Secondary 
School
Michael Carr-Gregg and 
Sharon Witt

Pub date: March 2020

Format: 224pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Viking Australia

A parenting guide that deals with 
one of the most significant transition 
periods of a child’s life – starting 
secondary school.

DR MICHAEL CARR-GREGG is 
an adolescent psychologist, a 
well-respected speaker and one of 
Australia’s leading authorities on 
teenage behaviour.

Party Animals
Samantha Maiden

Pub date: March 2020

Format: 320pp – 153mm x 234mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Viking Australia

Party Animals takes you inside 
The Australian Labor Party’s 
great policy gamble, the tactics, 
the screw ups and the dark arts 
deployed on the road to heir 
devestating loss.  

SAMANTHA MAIDEN is the 
political editor for the New Daily. 
She has covered federal politics 
from the Canberra press gallery for 
21 years.

Surviving Year 12
Michael Carr-Gregg and Elly 
Robinson

Pub date: January 2020

Format: 208pp – 129mm x 198mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Penguin Random House 

Australia

In this all-new and completely 
revised edition, Dr Michael Carr-
Gregg gives advice to students 
on how they can cope with the 
pressure, work smarter and 
actually enjoy their final years of 
school. 

ELLY ROBINSON has a Graduate 
Diploma in Adolescent Health and 
a Master of Public Health.
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Last Call: New Zealand’s 
Endangered Species
Nicola Toki and Rod Morris

Pub date: September 2020

Format: 256pp –  190mm x 240mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Random House New Zealand

The wonder of New Zealand’s 
threatened species and how we can 
play a part in protecting them from 
extinction.

NICOLA TOKI appears weekly on 
Radio New Zealand Afternoons 
discussing New Zealand’s species 
in a segment called Critter of the 
Week. 

ROD MORRIS is a television 
producer and made wildlife 
documentaries for 25 years. His 
photographic work appears in more 
than 30 books on natural history.

Which New Zealand 
Spider?
Andrew Crowe

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 64pp – 148mm x  210mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

A simple way to identify New Zealand’s 
native and introduced spiders.

ANDREW CROWE is a bestselling 
author with a special interest in 
helping make nature accessible 
to beginners of all ages. He has 
written over 40 nature books.

The Brilliance of Birds
Skye Wishart and Edin 
Whitehead

Pub date: September 2019

Format: 336pp - 199mm x 228mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Random House New Zealand 

Who knew that the morepork can 
turn its head 270 degrees? Or that 
the tui bird has two voice boxes, one 
producing sounds too high frequency 
for humans to hear? 

SKYE WISHART is a science 
writer with a passion for science 
– especially natural history, 
conservation, biotechnology and 
climate.

EDIN WHITEHEAD is a nature 
photographer and studying 
towards a masters in conservation 
biology.

The Fine Cotton Fiasco
Peter Hoysted and Pat Sheil

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 336pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Ebury Australia

It all started with a simple plan to 
secretly swap a mediocre horse 
with a faster one, and rake in the 
cash with a few well-placed bets. 
What could possibly go wrong?

PETER HOYSTED is a columnist 
and blogger at The Australian.

PAT SHEIL is a writer and 
journalist. 

McCahon Country
Justin Paton

Pub date: 5 November 2019

Format: 304pp –  250mm x 300mm  

Rights held: World

Imprint: Penguin Random House New 

Zealand

In this landmark new book, celebrated 
writer and curator Justin Paton takes 
readers on a journey through the 
landscape of Aotearoa New Zealand as 
seen by our foremost modern artist.

JUSTIN PATON is the author of 
How To Look at a Painting and has 
been described as ‘brilliant’ and a 
‘master of accessible art.’ (Sydney 
Morning Herald). 

Richard Emerson: The 
Hopfather
Michael Donaldson

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 240pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

Richard Emerson is a singular figure. 
Profoundly deaf from birth, a passionate 
and gifted brewer, brilliant entrepreneur 
and obsessive train nut, he in many 
ways built New Zealand’s craft beer 
industry, also greasing the rails for the 
mainstream ‘cross–over’ beers that 
enjoy success to this day.

MICHAEL DONALDSON has been a 
journalist for over 25 years. 
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Hate Mail
Mark Morri

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 320pp - 153mm x 234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Ebury Australia

Brett Boyd arrives home to find a 
package waiting in the driveway. 
Hours later, Boyd is in hospital, 
fighting for his life. The parcel was a 
bomb that had exploded in his face. 
Who was behind such a violent and 
calculated attack? 

MARK MORRI is Chief of Staff at 
Daily Telegraph. 

Buckley’s Chance
Garry Linnell

Pub date: October 2019

Format: 368pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Michael Joseph Australia

William Buckley was sentenced for life 
to the convict colonies in Australia. He 
escapes into the bush and is presumed 
dead. 32 years later he emerges, having 
survived the last three decades with an 
Aboriginal tribe. 

GARRY LINNELL is a Fairfax 
Media columnist and the co–
presenter of the 2UE Breakfast 
Show.

Driven: My Story
Hayden Paddon

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 320pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights available

Imprint: Penguin New Zealand

The inspirational life story of New 
Zealand’s most successful rally driver, 
Hayden Paddon.

HAYDEN PADDON (born in 
Geraldine, 20 April 1987) is New 
Zealand’s most successful rally 
driver. He was PWRC world 
champion in 2011 and won the New 
Zealand Rally Championship in 
2008, 2009, 2013 and 2018.

Dead Man Walking
Kate McClymont

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 336pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Penguin Random House Australia

Imprint: Vintage Australia

Rumour has it that Sydney is full of 
corruption and crime, but few expect 
to read about a top businessman 
being shot in his driveway. Employing 
her trademark wit and intelligence, 
McClymont unravels the complex 
relationships between two men of 
dubious probity. 

KATE McCLYMONT is an investigative 
journalist with the Sydney Morning 
Herald.

An Awesome Ride: 
Through a Father’s Eyes
Cameron Miller and Andrew 
Clarke

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 320pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Audio: Rights Available

Imprint: Ebury Australia

An Awesome Ride is the true and 
inspirational story of Shaun Miller. 
His legacy is alive through his father, 
Cameron, which is all he’d ever wanted.

CAMERON MILLER is the 
founder and CEO of The Shaun 
Miller Foundation and began 
the journey back in 2015 after 
watching is only beloved son pass 
away from Childhood Congenital 
Heart Disease (CHD) three years 
earlier. 

Shane Jacobson  stars in the movie adaptation of  An Awesome Ride  (currently in production)

Money Spinners
Annelise Nielsen

Pub date: August 2019

Format: 288pp – 153mm x 234mm

Rights held: World

Imprint: Viking Australia

Is the financial advice industry 
riddled with scandals because 
there are just a few bad apples, or 
is there an inherent conflict in the 
profession?

ANNELISE NIELSEN is a political 
reporter and host at Sky News 
Australia. As a journalist, she has a 
wide range of experience covering 
stories across Australia, Asia and 
the Middle East. 

Oceania
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Tour de Force
Roman Quaedvlieg

Pub date: November 2019 
Format: 336pp – 153mm x 234mm 
Rights held: World 
Audio: Penguin Random House Australia 

Imprint: Viking Australia

Tour de Force is a detailed and 
explosive memoir, revealing a 
lifelong quest for justice in the face 
of cronyism, unbridled ambition, 
politics and corruption.

ROMAN QUAEDVLIEG has worked 
for the Queensland Police Force and 
went on to become Commissioner of 
the Australian Border Force.  

Captain Cook’s Epic Voyage
Geoffrey Blainey

Pub date: March 2020

Format: 336pp – 153mm x  234mm

Rights held: World

Rights sold previous edition: Sea of Dangers  

North America (Rowman and Littlefield)

Imprint: Viking

A new and revised editon of his 
bestselling Sea of Dangers. 
In 1768 Captain James Cook and his crew 
set out on a small British naval vessel in 
search of a missing continent. 2020 marks 
the 250th anniversary of that voyage, and 
Cook’s ‘discovery’ of Australia. Captain 
Cook’s Epic Voyage reveals the hardships 
and adventure of this remarkable quest, 
and the euphoria of discovering new lands.

PROFESSOR GEOFFREY BLAINEY has 
written over thirty-five books, including 
Triumph of the Nomads, The Rush That 
Never Ended, The Tyranny of Distance and 
other well-known books on Australia’s 
history.

His more recent books on global history, 
including A Short History of the World, 
have been translated into many foreign 
languages and published in places as far 
apart as Brazil, India, Spain and Turkey.   
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ABOUT THE ADULT PUBLISHING TEAMS

Justin Ractliffe
Publishing Director

Justin Ractliffe is the Publishing Director at Penguin Random House Australia. His previous role was 
Managing Director of Hachette Australia and he has held a variety of senior executive roles across 
publishing. At Hachette, Justin oversaw a period of growth and critical acclaim on the Australian list 
and worked with authors including Geraldine Brooks, Peter FitzSimons, Shaun Tan, Jessica Townsend 
and Michael Robotham.  He is the recipient of the 2019 Copyright Agency’s Cultural Fund Publisher 
Fellowship.

Nikki Christer
Publisher at Large

Nikki Christer is Publisher at Large at Penguin Random House Australia. She is a board member of 
the Sydney Writers’ Festival. Authors she works with include: Peter Carey, Tim Winton, Anna Funder, 
Richard Flanagan, Elliot Perlman, Chloe Hooper, Stephanie Alexander, and Evie Wyld.  In 2014, 
Richard Flanagan’s The Narrow Road to the Deep North won the Man Booker Prize. 

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE AUSTRALIA

Meredith Curnow
Publisher, Literary Fiction

Meredith Curnow is a literary publisher working across Knopf, Vintage and Hamish Hamilton,  
publishing fiction and non–fiction. The authors she is delighted to work with include Tom Keneally, 
Don Watson, Yassmin Abdel–Magied, Frank Moorhouse, David Malouf, Kate Forsyth, Tara June Winch 
and J.M. Coetzee. Meredith is involved in a number of fellowship programs. She is also a member of 
the board of youth arts organisation Express Media.

Alison Urquhart 
Publisher, Non-fiction

Alison Urquhart is a non–fiction publisher of Ebury Press and William Heinemann Australia. Before 
joining Penguin Random House, Alison was associate publisher of non–fiction at HarperCollins 
Australia. She has also worked as a literary agent, both in the UK and Australia. Alison broadly 
publishes across the areas of history, military history, sport, true crime, memoir and biography. She 
publishes many bestselling authors, including the wonderful and highly acclaimed historians Paul 
Ham and Mike Carlton.  

Beverley Cousins
Publisher, Commercial Fiction

Before moving to Australia with her family in 2007, Beverley Cousins had twenty years’ experience 
of London publishing (first for Pan Macmillan and then Penguin Books UK). Following a year’s 
secondment with Penguin Australia, she moved to Random House Australia as fiction publisher. 
During her career she has published a number of brand–name authors, including Minette Walters, 
Colin Dexter and Janet Evanovich, and currently looks after bestselling authors Judy Nunn, Loretta 
Hill, Deborah Rodriguez, Nicole Alexander, Candice Fox and M. L. Stedman, among others.
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Sophie Ambrose
Commissioning Editor, Non-fiction

Sophie Ambrose moved to Australia from England in 1998 and joined Penguin Books Australia. In 
2002 she moved to Random House Australia as a senior editor, then managing editor, and now 
commissioning editor. In her various roles she has worked with some of Penguin Random House’s 
biggest authors across all genres. She currently focuses on memoirs, parenting books, gift books 
and self–help.

Ali Watts
Publisher, Commercial Fiction and Commercial Non-fiction

Ali Watts started her publishing career as a teenager, as ‘photocopy kid’ at Penguin Books. Over the 
past twenty–five years she has worked her way through the ranks from a trainee editor to her current 
position as publisher at Penguin Random House. She specialises in commercial women’s fiction and 
commercial non-fiction. Her authors include: Monica McInerney, Fiona McIntosh, Rachael Treasure, 
Katherine Scholes, Fiona Palmer, Barbara Hannay, Michael Carr–Gregg and Evan McHugh. 

Isabelle Yates
Commissioning Editor, Non-fiction

Having previously worked at Penguin Random House UK, Izzy now commissions non–fiction as 
part of the General Adult team at Penguin Random House Australia. Her areas of interest are health 
and wellbeing, self–help and personal development, and cookery – she is always on the lookout for 
inspiring books with a valuable application to real life. Izzy’s authors include Professor Valter Longo, 
health campaigner Dr Peter Brukner and chefs Guy Grossi and Tobie Puttock.

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE NEW ZEALAND

Claire Murdoch
Head of Publishing

As Head of Publishing, Claire Murdoch directs the Penguin Random House New Zealand list across 
non–fiction, fiction and children’s books. With broad experience in the Australian and New Zealand 
book trade, including roles at Allen & Unwin, Te Papa Press and PRH, her books have won dozens of 
awards. She has served as a member of the Council of the Publishing Association of NZ, the Victoria 
University Press advisory board, Whitireia Publishing School and various literary and arts grants 
panels. Claire has particular expertise in illustrated non–fiction and art books, popular culture, 
biography and memoir.

Harriet Allan
Publisher, Fiction

Harriet Allan has been working for Penguin Random House and its earlier incarnations for over thirty 
years. She publishes many of New Zealand’s pre-eminent writers, including Fiona Kidman, Owen
Marshall, Witi Ihimaera and Charlotte Grimshaw, among numerous others who regularly feature on
the New Zealand bestseller list. She lost count, after reaching twenty, of the number of award-winning
books she has published, but over the years her authors have won the New Zealand Book Awards, the
Montana Book Awards, the New Zealand Post Awards, the Best First Book in the Commonwealth Writers 
Prize and several have been shortlisted for the prestigious Frank O’Connor Award. She publishes both
literary and commercial fiction under the imprints of Penguin, Vintage, Black Swan and Bantam. She 
also publishes Young Adult fiction.
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Margaret Sinclair
Publisher, General Non-fiction
Margaret Sinclair commissions general trade non–fiction titles, including cookbooks, lifestyle, health 
and fitness, heartland and parenting titles. She also works with a range of organisations including 
charities, schools and corporatons to produce professional and attractive books for and about them. 
She has worked for several publishers in New Zealand and the UK over the last thirty years, including 
Heinemann Educational, Macmillan, Fodor’s and Random House.

Jeremy Sherlock
Senior Publisher, Non-fiction 
Jeremy Sherlock is Senior Publisher, Non–fiction. Beginning his career in 2005 as an editor at New 
Zealand’s oldest publisher, Reed Publishing, Jeremy went on to work as an editor then commissioning 
editor with Penguin, then as a managing editor for Penguin Random House Australia, before returning 
to the New Zealand business late in 2016. His areas of focus are biography and memoir, sports, maori 
language, pop culture, history and the outdoors.

Patrizia van Daalen
Publishing Director
Patrizia van Daalen is the Publishing Director of Penguin Random House North Asia. Based in Beijing, 
she oversees both Chinese and English language publishing operations in North Asia. Together with 
her multicultural editorial team, she has been responsible for introducing bestselling non–fiction and 
fiction to the Chinese market and to international audiences. Having lived and worked in China for 
numerous years, as well as having worked in several roles in publishing, she speaks fluent Mandarin. 

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE NORTH ASIA

Anya Goncharova
Editor, Fiction and Non-fiction
Anya Goncharova is the editor heading the English–language list of Penguin Random House North 
Asia. Based in her hometown Beijing, she works with local and international authors to bring unique 
stories about the region to readers all over the world. She is always on the lookout for original fiction 
and non-fiction from and about China. 








