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Squish Rabbit’s Pet is the third book in Katherine Battersby’s hugely popular and 
endearing picture book series about a little rabbit who makes a big impression.

Squish is just a little rabbit, but being little leads to big dreams … Most of all, Squish dreams of having 
a pet.

Squish wants a puppy, but he doesn’t know where to find one! With the help of his best friend, 
Twitch, Squish sets out to find the pet of his dreams.

A tale celebrating the joy of friendship and the fun of pets from the CBCA Crichton Award shortlisted 
author, Katherine Battersby. Printed with a squishy cover perfect for little hands!

PRAISE FOR Squish Rabbit’s Pet

‘This book pays tribute to those little ones who manage to be braver than you might expect … 
deceptively simple, but it conveys valuable ideas.’ The New York Times

‘It's impossible not to love dear little Squish.’ Readings Bookstore

‘Adorable, sensitive, and squish-ably vulnerable.’ Kirkus’ Review

‘A perfect package for very young readers.’ Magpies

‘Destined to be a classic.’ Newcastle Herald

Squish Rabbit’s Pet (series)
Katherine Battersby

PICTURE BOOK

Picture Book 9780702260469   

April 2019 Squishy Hardback 

AU$21.95 32pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio

Katherine Battersby is the critically acclaimed children’s author and illustrator of nine picture 
books, including Squish Rabbit, Brave Squish Rabbit and Little Wing, which have been published 
around the world. Her books have been shortlisted for the Crichton Award and named Notable 
Books in the Early Childhood category of the CBCA Book of the Year Awards. In another life 
Katherine worked for many years as a paediatric occupational therapist, specialising as a 
children’s counsellor, and she has also studied graphic design. She grew up by the beach in 
North Queensland and currently lives in Canada with her poet husband and their rather 
ridiculous dog.
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On his first day of his final year at school, Shaun sees his first dead body.

When 16-year-old Shaun discovers a dead body in the lake of a quiet mining town in outback 
Queensland, he immediately reports it to the police. But when he returns to the site with the 
constable, the body is gone. 

Since his father drowned a few years earlier, his mum and the authorities doubt that he saw a body 
at all, and his mum books him into a psychologist. 

Shaun and his friend Will open their own investigation, believing the body must be the result of a 
murder or a mining mishap, determined to show the town the truth.

PRAISE FOR The Man in the Water

‘Burton has again written a compelling and confronting account of what it means to be a boy.’ Books 
+ Publishing, 4 stars

The Man In The Water
David Burton

CHILDREN’S FICTION (YOUNG ADULT)

Fiction (Crime) 978072262514

October 2019 B paperback    

AU$19.95 250 pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio

David Burton is a writer from Brisbane who is best known for his award-winning theatre work. 
He’s written over two dozen professionally produced plays, including April’s Fool (Playlab Press), 
which toured nationally in 2012, and his YA memoir, How to Be Happy, won the Text YA Prize in 
2014. David works as a professional editor, teacher and dramaturge. He has a Bachelor in 
Theatre Arts from USQ and a Masters in Creative Industries (Creative Writing) from QUT, and he 
taught theatre, literature and creative writing at USQ for four years. David is currently studying 
his doctorate and continues to write theatre-in-education touring pieces of the Grin and Tonic 
Theatre Troupe.
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From award-winning author/illustrator Peter Carnavas comes a delightful new picture book that 
celebrates the beauty of the world around us.

Mary is a quiet girl. Her family makes so much noise they hardly notice her – or anything else. Until 
Mary, in her own gentle way, shows them what they’ve been missing. 

PRAISE FOR Peter Carnavas

‘Peter Carnavas is a magical storyteller you’ll want to listen to again and again.’ 
Dr Mark Macleod, children’s author, publisher and academic

A Quiet Girl
Peter Carnavas

PICTURE BOOK

Picture Book 9780702260025

March 2019 Hardback     

AU$24.95 32pp plus ends

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film Rights Sold: German

Peter Carnavas writes and illustrates books for children and the grown-ups in their lives. He has 
made many picture books, including Jessica’s Box, Last Tree in the City and The Children Who 
Loved Books. He won the 2016 SCBWI Crystal Kite Award, an Australian Book Industry Award in 
2017, and his novel The Elephant won a Queensland Literary Award in 2018, as well as being 
shortlisted in the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards and the CBCA Awards. He is a popular 
presenter in schools and his work has been translated into many languages, including Italian, 
Portuguese, Korean and Dutch. Peter lives on the Sunshine Coast with his wife, two daughters, a 
dog called Florence and a cat named Harry.
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Shortlisted for the 2018 CBCA Book of The Year: Younger Readers

Winner of the 2018 QLA Children’s Book Award

An exquisite first novel from acclaimed picture book author and illustrator Peter Carnavas about Olive, 
Dad and his elephant. 

Olive’s father has a sadness so big that she imagines it as an enormous elephant following him around. 
Every day Olive sees the elephant, and every day she wishes it would go.

With the help of Grandad and her best friend, Arthur, Olive sets out to chase the elephant away.

But how can Olive move something so big?

PRAISE FOR The Elephant

'Sprinkled with humour and endearing illustrations, The Elephant is a must read. It will not rip your heart 
in two with unchecked tragedy. It will, however, massage it firmly and then fill it with gladness. I can’t 
love this enough.' Boomerang Books

‘There is none other who is able to pull at your heartstrings, provoke thought and delicately entertain 
than Peter Carnavas.’ Creative Kids Tales

‘The Elephant is bound to be an Australian children’s classic to be loved by many generations to come. 
There should be a copy in every school and household.’ Frazer Coast Chronical

The Elephant
Peter Carnavas

FICTION (YOUNGER READER)

Fiction 9780702259616

July 2017 B format     

AU$14.95 180pp

Rights Available: UK, Trans Rights Sold: North American, Russian, Greek, Turkish, Film/TV

Peter Carnavas writes and illustrates books for children and the grown-ups in their lives. He has 
made many picture books, including Jessica’s Box, Last Tree in the City and The Children Who 
Loved Books. He won the 2016 SCBWI Crystal Kite Award, an Australian Book Industry Award in 
2017, and his novel The Elephant won a Queensland Literary Award in 2018, as well as being 
shortlisted in the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards and the CBCA Awards. He is a popular 
presenter in schools and his work has been translated into many languages, including Italian, 
Portuguese, Korean and Dutch. Peter lives on the Sunshine Coast with his wife, two daughters, a 
dog called Florence and a cat named Harry.
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From the award-winning author/illustrator duo Damon Young and Peter Carnavas comes a rip-
roaring picture book celebrating dads everywhere. 

All dads are different. But what if your dad was really different? What if your dad was a dragon?

PRAISE FOR THE My Series (My Nanna is a Ninja, My Pop is a Pirate, My Mum is a Magician, My 
Brother is a Beast and My Sister is a Superhero)

‘The dynamic duo of Young and Carnavas strike again.’ Boomerang Books

‘The pictures and the text are each joyful and energetic – the combo is exuberant. Highly 
recommended.’ CBCA Reading Time

‘Celebrating difference in simple rhymes, it’s a funny look at challenging stereotypes.’ Sunday Age

My Dad is a Dragon
Damon Young & Peter Carnavas

PICTURE BOOK

Damon Young is a philosopher and writer. He’s the author of several popular nonfiction books, 
including The Art of Reading, Distraction, Philosophy in the Garden and How to Think About 
Exercise. He’s also the editor of Martial Arts and Philosophy: Beating and Nothingness. Damon’s 
books have been published internationally and translated into several languages, including 
Dutch, Spanish and Turkish. He’s written columns and opinion for The Age, The Sydney Morning 
Herald, The Australian, the ABC and BBC, and he’s a regular radio guest. Damon has also 
published poetry and short fiction. He lives in Hobart with his wife, Ruth, and two editors (also 
known as children).

Peter Carnavas grew up in Brisbane and on the Sunshine Coast in Queensland. He became a 
primary school teacher and it was during this time that he began to immerse himself in picture 
books. His first book, Jessica’s Box, was shortlisted for the 2008 Queensland Premier’s Literary 
Award and the 2009 CBCA Crichton Award for Emerging Illustrators. He has since written and 
illustrated many picture books, which have been translated into German, Italian, Portuguese 
and Dutch. Peter lives on the Sunshine Coast with his wife, two daughters and a scruffy dog that 
occasionally escapes.

Fiction 9780702260490   

August 2019 Hardback     AU$24.95

32pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film



7

All mums are different. But what if your mum was really different? What if your mum was a 
magician?

PRAISE FOR THE My Series (My Nanna is a Ninja, My Pop is a Pirate, My Mum is a Magician, My 
Brother is a Beast and My Sister is a Superhero)

‘The dynamic duo of Young and Carnavas strike again.’ Boomerang Books

‘The pictures and the text are each joyful and energetic – the combo is exuberant. Highly 
recommended.’ CBCA Reading Time

‘Celebrating difference in simple rhymes, it’s a funny look at challenging stereotypes.’ Sunday Age

My Mum is a Magician
Damon Young & Peter Carnavas

PICTURE BOOK

Picture Book 9780702259944

April 2018 Hardback

AU$24.95 32pp 

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film

Damon Young is a philosopher and writer. He’s the author of several popular nonfiction books, 
including The Art of Reading, Distraction, Philosophy in the Garden and How to Think About Exercise. 
He’s also the editor of Martial Arts and Philosophy: Beating and Nothingness. Damon’s books have 
been published internationally and translated into several languages, including Dutch, Spanish and 
Turkish. He’s written columns and opinion for The Age, The Sydney Morning Herald, The Australian, 
the ABC and BBC, and he’s a regular radio guest. Damon has also published poetry and short fiction. 
He lives in Hobart with his wife, Ruth, and two editors (also known as children).

Peter Carnavas grew up in Brisbane and on the Sunshine Coast in Queensland. He became a primary 
school teacher and it was during this time that he began to immerse himself in picture books. His first 
book, Jessica’s Box, was shortlisted for the 2008 Queensland Premier’s Literary Award and the 2009 
CBCA Crichton Award for Emerging Illustrators. He has since written and illustrated many picture 
books, which have been translated into German, Italian, Portuguese and Dutch. Peter lives on the 
Sunshine Coast with his wife, two daughters and a scruffy dog that occasionally escapes
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My Brother is a Beast is the fourth riotous picture book from talented author/illustrator team Damon 
Young and Peter Carnavas. A brilliantly boisterous picture book celebrating our lovable brothers and 
the fun and adventure they bring into our lives. A must for every family and library.

PRAISE FOR MY SISTER IS A SUPERHERO

‘The pictures and the text are each joyful and energetic – the combo is exuberant. Highly 
recommended.’ CBCA Reading Time

‘Excellent for reading aloud to children from 3 years and up.’ Buzz Words

‘This gorgeous book will make you giggle with its quirky characters and colourful pictures, not to 
mention the kooky rhymes and wonderfully imaginative situations.

Wonderful and wacky … this book is lots of fun.’ Little Friends

‘What a wonderful affirmation of family life, of siblings, of one sister looking out for the

other, reading and telling stories to her at bedtime.’ Read Plus

‘This book is a fun way to show the little girl in your life she can do anything.’ Weekend West

PRAISE FOR THE MY SERIES (My Nanna is a Ninja, My Pop is a Pirate, My Mum is a Magician, My 
Brother is a Beast and My Sister is a Superhero)

‘The dynamic duo of Young and Carnavas strike again.’ Boomerang Books

‘The pictures and the text are each joyful and energetic – the combo is exuberant. Highly 
recommended.’ CBCA Reading Time

‘Celebrating difference in simple rhymes, it’s a funny look at challenging stereotypes.’ Sunday Age

My Family…(series, six books)
Damon Young & Peter Carnavas

PICTURE BOOK

Rights Sold: US, Canada, Korean (Nanna), Norwegian (Nanna, Pop, Brother, Sister, Mum) Chinese Simplified non-exclusive enhanced digital and audio/eBook sold
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A gripping and page-turning young adult book about one of history’s greatest women.

The Queen of Scots is dead and they say I killed her. They lie!

Just a girl to those around her, Elizabeth is now the Queen of England. She has outsmarted her 
enemies and risen above a lifetime of hurt and betrayal – a mother executed by her father, a beloved 
brother who died too young and an enemy sister whose death made her queen.

Not knowing whom she can trust, Elizabeth is surrounded by men who give her compliments and 
advice but may be hiding daggers and poison behind their backs. Elizabeth must use her head and 
ignore her heart to be the queen her people need. But what if that leads to doing the one thing she 
swore she would never do: betray a fellow queen, her cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots? 

PRAISE FOR JUST A QUEEN

‘Just a Queen takes us right into the heart and mind of Queen Elizabeth 1 as she grapples with what it 
means to hold and exercise power in the wake of having ordered the execution of Mary, Queen of 
Scots. This is a vivid and true insight into one of England’s most fascinating rulers – a powerful 
retelling of history that is sure to speak to readers today.’ Georgia Blain, author of the acclaimed 
Closed for Winter and Dark Water

Just A … (series, three books)
Jane Caro

YOUNG ADULT

Jane Caro is an author, columnist, broadcaster, advertising writer, documentary maker and 
social commentator. She has published ten books, including a memoir, Plain-Speaking Jane, as 
well as Just a Girl and Just a Queen, the first two novels in the Elizabeth Tudor trilogy. Just Flesh 
& Blood is the third and final book in the series. Jane appears frequently on Q&A, The Drum, 
Sunrise and Weekend Sunrise. She has created and presented three documentary series for the 
ABC’s Compass, with another in production. A frequent ad hoc columnist, she writes regular 
columns for Sunday Life and Leadership Matters. Jane divides her time between Sydney and a 
cattle property in the Upper Hunter. She is married, with two daughters, a grandson and a 
granddaughter.

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film

Fiction/Historical

3 books B paperback     

AU$19.95 320pp each
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Some kids refuse to read, others won’t stop – not even at the dinner table! Either way, many parents 
question the best way to support their child’s literacy journey. When can you start reading to your 
child? How do you find that special book to inspire a reluctant reader? What can you do to keep your 
tween reading into their adolescent years? 

Award-winning teacher librarian Megan Daley, the passionate voice behind the Children’s Books Daily
blog, has the answers to all these questions and more. She unpacks her twenty years of experience 
into this personable and accessible guide, enhanced with up-to-date research and firsthand accounts 
from well-known Australian children’s authors. It also contains practical tips, such as suggested 
reading lists and instructions on how to run book-themed activities.

Raising Readers is a must-have resource for parents and educators to help the children in their lives 
fall in love with books.

PRAISE FOR Raising Readers

‘This is not a book. It’s a magic key which will unlock a love of stories and reading within your child.’ 
Rebecca Sparrow, author of Find Your Tribe

‘Daley guides her reader with practical tips from the teacher librarians desk on how to raise happy 
little book-loving progeny. Raising Readers is now my go-to gift for new parents.’ Jessica Rudd, 
author of Ruby Blues

Raising Readers
Megan Daley

NON-FICTION

Parent/Teach 9780702262579

April 2019 C paperback     

AU$27.95 256pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans Rights Sold: Audio (Howes), Turkish: Yeditepe Yayınevi

Megan Daley is passionate about children’s literature and sharing it with young and old alike. In 
daylight hours, Megan is a teacher librarian at a girls’ school in Brisbane and was recently 
awarded the Queensland Teacher Librarian of the Year by the School Library Association of 
Queensland, as well as the national Dromkeen Librarian’s Award, presented by the State Library 
of Victoria. A former national vice-president of the Children’s Book Council of Australia, she is 
currently on the Queensland chapter of the board of the Australian Children’s Laureate and is a 
judge for the Queensland Literary Awards. 
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A revolutionary new approach to caring for your baby from a respected GP

Did you know there are things that you can do to help your baby cry and fuss less in the first 16 
weeks? Did you know that many parents’ nights are unnecessarily disrupted? Are you longing for a 
deeper connection with your newborn? 

The first months after a baby’s arrival can be exhausting, and attempts at quick fixes are often part of 
the problem. But we can help remove obstacles that interfere with a healthy night’s sleep, and there 
are strategies which may help babies cry less. 

The Discontented Little Baby Book gives you practical and evidence-based strategies for helping you 
and your baby get more in sync. Dr Pamela Douglas offers a path that protects your baby’s brain 
development so that he or she can reach his or her full potential. She also offers simple strategies to 
help you enjoy your baby and live with vitality when faced with the challenges of this extraordinary 
time.

With real-life stories, advice on dealing with feelings of anxiety and depression, and answers to your 
questions about reflux and allergies, The Discontented Little Baby Book is a compassionate revolution 
in baby care.

The Discontented Little Baby Book
Dr Pamela Douglas

NON-FICTION

Parenting 9780702253225

August 2014 C paperback     

AU$29.95 272pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film/TV

Dr Pamela Douglas has worked in general practice since 1987, with a special interest in 
women’s health. She is founder of Possums for Mothers and Babies, Senior Lecturer in the 
Discipline of General Practice at the University of Queensland, and Adjunct Associate Professor 
at the Maternity and Family Unit at Griffith University. Her crying baby research has been 
supported by various scholarships and fellowships, and she is the author of internationally 
published medical research in this field. She lives with her husband in Brisbane, Queensland. 
They have five adult children and stepchildren, and four grandchildren.
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My Dog Doesn’t Like Me (Book 1)

Eric is very disappointed in the dog he got for his eighth birthday. He thought the dog, named Ugly 
(because he is just that), was going to be his ‘best friend’. But Ugly doesn’t even consider Eric his first-
or second-best friend. 

Ugly loves Eric’s mum, grandad, dad, and his horrible sister Gretchen, even more than him. 

Desperate to make Ugly love him the most, Eric puts some crazy plans into action to win over his 
pooch.

Will Eric uncover the secret to Ugly’s heart, or will he forever have to watch his dog dote on every 
other family member except him?

One of our most-loved and prolific authors has written a beautifully told story that will resonate with 
pet lovers of all ages.

My Dog Gets a Job (Book 2)

At almost ten years of age, Eric is now the responsible owner of his dog Ugly. But when Ugly is 
involved in a series of mishaps including the theft of a roast chook and a bedroom decorated with 
duck poo, it is clear Eric needs to do something to keep his dog out of trouble. Luckily, Eric knows 
exactly how to solve the problem … Ugly needs a job.

But how can Eric find a job for a dog, even if his dog is a genius? 

Humorous and engaging, My Dog Gets a Job will appeal to pet lovers of all ages.

Book 3 to come in 2021

My Dog (series, 3 books)
Elizabeth Fensham

YOUNGER READER

Elizabeth Fensham has been writing for the last twenty years. Her first novel, The Helicopter 
Man, won the 2006 CBCA Book of the Year for Younger Readers. Previous young adult novels 
include Miss McAllister’s Ghost, winner of the 2009 Age ‘Book of the Year’, and Goodbye Jamie 
Boyd, which was shortlisted for the 2009 Bologna Book Fair's White Ravens Award. Fensham’s
first younger reader, Matty Forever, was shortlisted for the 2009 CBCA Book of the Year for 
Younger Readers. 

Rights Available: UK, Trans, Audio, Film/TV Rights Sold: US & Canada (Sourcebooks) 

Younger Reader AU$14.95

132pp per book 
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Remember granddaughter, the world is a lot bigger than anyone knows. There are things that science 
may never explain. Maybe some things that shouldn’t be explained.

Stacey and Laney are twins and mirror images of each other but as different as the sun and the 
moon. Stacey wants to go places, do things and be someone different while Laney just wants to skip 
school and sneak out of the house to meet her boyfriend Troy. But when Laney doesn’t come home 
one night, the town assumes she’s just doing her normal run-off but Stacey’s gut tells her different.

Stacey knows her twin isn’t dead – she just doesn’t know where she is; she can see her in her dreams 
but doesn’t know if she is real or imagined. Holding onto the words her Nan taught her is one thing 
but listening to those around you is another – who will Stacey trust? As the town starts to believe 
that Laney is missing for good, can she find her twin in time?

Winner of the David Unaipon Award

Ghost Bird
Lisa Fuller

CHILDREN’S FICTION (YOUNG ADULT)

Lisa Fuller is a Wuilli Wuilli woman from Eidsvold, Queensland, and is also descended from Gooreng
Gooreng and Wakka Wakka. She is currently doing her PhD in Creative Writing at the University of 
Canberra. She won the 2018 Varuna Eleanor Dark Flagship Fellowship, was a joint winner of the 2018 
Copyright Agency Fellowships for First Nations Writers, and placed second in the 2018 Feminartsy
Memoir Prize.

An editor and former publisher, Lisa has a Masters of Creative Writing, attended the 2014 Residential 
Editorial Program, and is the joint winner of the 2014 Anne Edgeworth Fellowship. She has previously 
published poetry and short fiction in Etchings Indigenous: Treaty (2011), By Close of Business (2013), 
VerityLa’s Ochre Lines (2017) and Too Deadly: our voice, our way, our business (2017). She has two 
blog posts on the ACT Writers Centre and Feminartsy. An editor and publisher by trade, she is 
passionate about culturally appropriate writing and publishing.

Lisa is a member of Us Mob Writing, First Nations Australia Writers Network, and the Canberra Society 
of Editors.

Fiction 9780702260230

October 2019 B paperback     

AU$19.95 288 pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film

https://www.actwriters.org.au/2015/10/03/what-is-it/
http://feminartsy.com/story-ends-is-begins/
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‘Come on Daddy, it’s time for an adventure!’ 

‘But I have things to do,’ says Daddy.

How can a little girl get her daddy ready to go on an adventure when he doesn’t want to leave the 
house?

When the sun is shining, and there’s the promise of a picnic, the best thing to do is to head out into 
the big yellow day. Time for Adventure, Daddy flips the fun on leaving work behind and adventuring 
into the world, celebrating the special relationship that fathers share with their children.

PRAISE FOR TIME FOR BED, DADDY and TIME FOR SCHOOL, DADDY

‘Warm, playful and appealing.’ Pinerolo Newsletter

‘An ideal choice for young readers who may sometimes find the start of the day a somewhat 
overwhelming experienced. Time for School, Daddy inspires parents to inject a little more laughter 
and lightness into their own family’s morning routine.’ Reading Time

‘Hackett’s turnaround tale and brilliant cartoonesque illustrations are seriously kid friendly and 
provide plenty of comic spoof for parents as well. A rip-roaring read creatively flipping the cajoling 
and convincing routine that takes place at bedtime.’ Boomerang Books

Time For Adventure, Daddy (series, three books)
Dave Hackett

PICTURE BOOK

Picture Book 9780702260308

July 2020 Paperback

AU$14.95 32pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film

Dave Hackett is an artist, cartoonist, author and dad who divides his time between the Sunshine 
Coast and the South of France with the nicest lady on the planet (to whom he is also married).

He owns a share in two more cats than he planned for, often paints huge pictures on the walls 
of his house and knows more about 1980s music than any grown man should.

Dave loves to put down his pens and walk about in nature, and believes that being alive is the 
best big, sparkly, magical adventure there is!
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‘Come on, Daddy, it’s time for bed.’

‘But I’m not tired,’ says Daddy.

How can a little girl put her daddy to bed when he doesn’t want to go?

In every household with children, from the moment that bedtime is announced until the light is 
finally switched off, bedtime is full of fun and frustration, puns and procrastination. From getting in 
the bath and putting on PJs to brushing teeth and reading a story, Time for Bed, Daddy flips the fun 
on bedtime, celebrating the special relationship that fathers share with their children.  

PRAISE FOR TIME FOR BED, DADDY

‘Warm, playful and appealing.’ Pinerolo Newsletter

‘It’s a gorgeous book that will ease bedtime dramas for young and old.’ Sunday Examiner, 
Launceston

‘Hackett’s turnaround tale and brilliant cartoonesque illustrations are seriously kid friendly and 
provide plenty of comic spoof for parents as well. A rip-roaring read creatively flipping the cajoling 
and convincing routine that takes place at bedtime.’ Boomerang Books

‘This is an entertaining story for reluctant sleepers both BIG and small.’ Creative Kids Tales

Time For Bed, Daddy (series)
Dave Hackett

PICTURE BOOK

Picture Book 9780702260308

August 2018 Paperback

AU$14.95 32pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio Rights Sold: Chinese Simp (FLT&R); Turkish: (Bilgi)
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‘Wake up, Daddy, it’s time for school.’

‘But I’m tired,’ says Daddy.

How can a little girl get her daddy ready for school when he has a missing sock to find and a bus to 
catch?

In every household with children, from the moment the sun rises, the morning time ritual is full of 
fun and frustration, mess and missing socks. From getting out of bed to eating breakfast to packing 
your lunch, Time for School, Daddy flips the fun on school time, celebrating the special relationship 
that fathers share with their children.  

PRAISE FOR TIME FOR BED, DADDY

‘Time For Bed, Daddy would make a beautiful gift, perfect for Father’s Day and to share all 
throughout the year.’ CBCA Reading Time

‘Hackett’s turnaround tale and brilliant cartoonesque illustrations are seriously kid friendly and 
provide plenty of comic spoof for parents as well. A riproaring read creatively flipping the cajoling 
and convincing routine that takes place at bedtime.’ Boomerang Books

Time for School, Daddy (series)
Dave Hackett

PICTURE BOOK

Picture Book 9780702260049 

February 2018 Paperback

AU$24.95 32pp

Rights Available: Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film Rights Sold: Chinese Comp (Taosheng); Turkish: (Bilgi)
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Lonely orphan Wonder Quinn lives by herself in Direleafe Hall, with only a temperamental crow 
called Hollowbeak for company. 

What she yearns for most is a real friend to call her own. When Mable Clattersham, a tiny thin girl 
with a blaze of red hair, arrives at Direleafe Hall, Wonder’s wish finally comes true. But Hollowbeak
can tell Mabel has a secret – will he be able to protect Wonder from getting her heart broken? This 
gothic fairytale for younger readers (7+) is an enchanting exploration of grief, longing and the healing 
power of friendship. 

Wonder Quinn
Kate Gordon

CHILDREN’S FICTION (YOUNGER READER)

Younger Reader 9780702262821

July 2020 B paperback     

AU$14.95 184 pp (tbc)

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio

Kate Gordon grew up in a very booky house, with two librarian parents, in a small town by the 
sea in Tasmania. After studying performing arts and realising she was a terrible actor, Kate 
decided to give in to genetics and study to be a librarian herself. She never stopped writing and, 
in 2009, with the encouragement of a very nice man called Leigh (who is also her husband), she 
applied for and won a Varuna fellowship, which led to all sorts of lovely writer things happening. 
Kate's first book, Three Things About Daisy Blue, was published in the Girlfriend series by Allen 
and Unwin in 2010. She has also written Thyla, Vulpi, Writing Clementine, and Twenty-five 
Memories of Viggo MacDuff. Her most recent publications are the young adult novel Girl 
Running, Boy Falling and the younger reader Juno Jones: Word Ninja.
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Notable 2019 CBCA Book of The Year: Older Readers

A powerful and heart-stopping young adult novel from a master storyteller. This is Steven Herrick 
at his best.

‘There are worse things than school.’

Luke sleepwalks through his days wagging school, swimming at the reservoir and eating takeaway 
pizza.

That is until Charlotte shows up.

Rumour is she got expelled from her city school and her family moved to the Blue Mountains for a 
fresh start.

But when Luke’s invited to her house, he discovers there’s a lot more going on than meets the eye.

PRAISE FOR Stephen Herrick

‘His verse has the ability to instantly put you in someone else’s shoes with very few words.’ 
Books+Publishing

‘Australia's master of free verse.’ Buzz Words

‘Herrick is a master of word economy.’ Magpies

‘Herrick is an expert writer.’ Weekend Australian

The Bogan Mondrian
Steven Herrick

CHILDREN’S FICTION 
(YOUNG ADULT)

Fiction 9780702259982

Sept. 2018 B format     AU$19.95

248pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio

Steven Herrick is the author of twenty-four books for children and young adults. His books have 
twice won the NSW Premier's Literary Awards and have been shortlisted for the CBCA Book of 
the Year Awards on eight occasions. He is widely recognised as a pioneer of the verse-novel 
genre for young adults. He is also the author of six travel books. He spends nine months of the 
year visiting schools in Australia and three months on his bicycle pedalling slowly and thinking 
about his next book.
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Winner of the Crichton Award for New Illustration, CBCA

Some days are so windy that even the angels lose their balance from the top of City Hall. It’s always a 
day like this when The Flying Orchestra blows into town …

Whether we’re up or down, at work or play, or just going about our day, the flying orchestra always 
plays for you.

A multi-layered text which cleverly explores the abstract concept of music for young children. The 
Flying Orchestra discusses the idea that music is all around us, telling the story of our lives. It is a 
work with great heart and stunning illustrations from a much-loved author and encourages both 
children and adults to think outside the box.  

PRAISE FOR The Flying Orchestra

‘Children will love the book … but anyone who has ever thought that life should come with a 
soundtrack will cherish a few moments within the pages of The Flying Orchestra.’ Adelaide Review

‘Clare’s musical characters are drawn with whimsy and affection creating a book that almost flies 
from your fingers in delight. It’s beautiful, moving and joyous.’ ABC 666 – Canberra; blog from 
Children’s Books with Deb Abela

The Flying Orchestra
Clare McFadden

PICTURE BOOK

Picture Book 978070224929 7

February 2019 Paperback format    

AU$16.95 40pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film

Clare McFadden is a writer, artist and educator. She has worked in arts education with children, 
young people, and communities in both Australia and the United States. Her first book, The 
Flying Orchestra was awarded the 2011 Children’s Book Council of Australia Crichton Award, 
selected as one of the ‘50 Books You Can’t Put Down’ in 2011, adapted for the stage as the 
headlining work at the Out of the Box Festival in 2012, and listed as one of the Australian 
Booksellers Association’s ‘50 Favourite Kid’s Books’ in 2014. Clare is the Executive Director of 
Write the World – a writing community for young writers aged 13–18. She holds a master’s 
degree in Education from Harvard University. 
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Liberty: Notable 2019 CBCA Book of The Year: Older Readers

In 1472, Jeanne’s father arranges her marriage to a French lieutenant against her wishes. As armed 
forces threaten her beloved home, Jeanne risks all to rally the city’s women in the fight of their lives.

In 1797, unbeknownst to their father, feisty and brave Betsy, her brother and their best friend 
secretly join the rebel army, hoping to liberate Ireland from the tyrannical yoke of English rule.

In 1960’s Australia, country-girl Fiona desperately wants to fit in at university and joins the anti-
Vietnam protest movement, despite her family’s objections. When a friend is conscripted, Fiona’s 
beliefs are challenged even further.

PRAISE FOR LIBERTY

‘Liberty is an unflinching, triumphant tribute to girl power, spanning across the ages.

‘Nikki McWatters is a gifted storyteller, and Liberty is historical fiction at its very best: fresh, 
compelling and full of romance, high stakes, bloody battles, and heart-pounding moments. I loved it.’ 
Pip Harry, author of Because of You

‘The perfect spiritual sequel to Hexenhaus, Nikki McWaters continues her exploration of feminist 
themes with Liberty. A time-hopping, country-travelling adventure that follows three very different 
girls throughout history, Liberty looks at how hard women have fought – in small and momentous 
ways – for the equality men are born with.’ Maria Lewis, author of The Witch Who Courted Death

Hexenhause, Liberty and Saga (stand-alones or series)
Nikki McWatters

YOUNG ADULT

Nikki McWatters was shortlisted for a Queensland Premier’s Literary Award (2010) and has 
published a memoir and two young adult novels. She won the Irish Moth Award (2016) and has 
written for the Sydney Morning Herald, the UK Huffington Post and The Big Issue. She is 
currently the spokesperson for the annual Vinnie’s CEO Sleepout. Nikki also has a law degree in 
her bottom drawer somewhere.

Fiction

3 books B format     

AU$19.95 224pp per bookRights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio
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Winner of the 2019 Patricia Wrightson Prize For Children’s Literature

Notable 2018 CBCA Book of The Year: Younger Readers

New verse novel, Footsteps on the Moon, to come in 2020

What if you had just one week left to say goodbye to everything you’ve ever known?

Toby and his mum and dad are leaving their family farm after the death of Toby’s younger sister, 
Leah. Together, they sort through all their belongings and put things aside to sell or throw out. It’s a 
big task, and Toby doesn’t want to leave the only place he’s called home.

As his last day on the farm approaches, Toby has a plan – a plan to say goodbye to all the things and 
places that mean something special to him and Leah, from the machinery shed to Pa’s old truck to 
the chook house. With the help of his best friend, Trigger the dog, he learns what it means to take 
your leave.

PRAISE FOR Leave Taking

‘Touching, tender, and occasionally, tearful, as goodbyes often are, Leave Taking is nevertheless an 
immensely uplifting tale …’ Boomerang Books

‘… a very powerful and emotional book.’ Lamont Books

Leave Taking
Lorraine Marwood

CHILDREN’S FICTION (MIDDLE READER)

Lorraine Marwood was born and raised in rural Victoria and has lived for most of her married 
life on a dairy farm with her husband and their six children. Lorraine is an award-winning poet 
who has been widely published in literary magazines across Australia, as well as magazines in 
the UK, USA, New Zealand and Canada. She has also published several children's novels and 
collections of poetry. Lorraine was also the recipient of a May Gibbs mentorship in children's 
writing. 

Her previous titles (Walker Books Australia) include Ratwhiskers and Me, published in 2008, 
and Star Jumps which was short-listed for the Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year 
Awards 2010, Lower Primary Category, a Notable mention in the Children's Book Council of 
Australia Awards, 2010 and won the inaugural Prime Minister’s award for children’s fiction in 
2010.

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio

Verse Novel 9780702260117

July 2018 B paperback     

AU$14.95 136 pp
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Bertha and Bear
Christine Sharp

PICTURE BOOK

Rights Available: US, UK, Can, Trans

The third picture book from talented author, illustrator and designer Christine Sharp. Her 
previous two books were Bea and Sylvia.

There’s a storm brewing and the hive must find a new home. With clouds filling the sky and thunder 
growling, Bertha bravely rises to the occasion … until she meets BEAR, that is!

Bertha and Bear is a book buzzing with friendship, finding your place and the courage of one brave 
little bee.

PRAISE FOR SYLVIA

‘With her shimmering trail of lyrics, Sylvia is the Kate Bush of the kitchen garden.’ Australian 
Women’s Weekly

‘A must-have on the shelf for its funny, heartfelt and healthy take on the importance of sustainable 
gardening. Sylvia is definitely one of our favourites this year.’ Review Zoo Blog

PRAISE FOR BEA

‘The best thing about this book – beyond the beauty and the rollicking storyline – is the fact that kids 
will delight in the jubilant nature of Bea. Bea is how picture books should be.’ Kids’ Book Review

‘Delightful, imaginative and something a little bit special. Bea is an utterly charming picture book. The 
words dance across the pages and leave you smiling as you close those final pages, and turn back to 
the beginning to start again.’ My Book Corner

Christine Sharp is a writer, illustrator, editor, book designer and photographer, who has worked 
in the creative industries for 25 years across the literary, visual and performing arts. Christine 
holds a Master of Arts (Research) in Writing for Youth & Children, QUT, as well as tertiary 
qualifications in creative writing, drama, voice and dance. Christine is passionate about creating 
beautiful, inspirational and joyful books for children and adults. She works from her home on 
Tamborine Mountain, surrounded by birds and in the company of her dog, Billie Bear.   

Fiction 9780702262739

April 2020 C paperback     

AU$29.95 Pages TBC
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One girl. One dream. More than a few hurdles.

Ten-year-old Vivian is determined to compete in the Olympic Games one day. Problem is, she doesn’t 
know which sports she’s good at yet. Luckily, her school’s Sports Day is coming up where she can try 
out lots of different events. When Vivian discovers she has a natural talent for cross country running, 
all her dreams seem to be coming true. So she is devastated when she is diagnosed with a potentially 
fatal heart condition and must quit competitive sport. 

How do you get back on your feet when your dreams have been dashed? As Fast As I Can is a 
humorous and touching tale of resilience and acceptance.

PRAISE FOR STAY WELL SOON

A tremendous rite of passage novel. I found the storyline wonderful and the characters and their 
relationships insightful and inspiring.’ Lamont Children’s Booksellers

As Fast As I Can
Penny Tangey

CHILDREN’S FICTION (MIDDLE READER)

Fiction 9780702262814

May 2020 B paperback     

AU$14.95 235 pp (tbc)

Rights Available: US, Can, UK, Trans, Audio

Penny Tangey writes humorous books for young people. Her most recent book, Stay Well
Soon, was shortlisted for the New South Wales and Western Australian Premier’s awards
and the Readings Children’s Book Prize. Penny studied Arts/Science at Melbourne University
majoring in Chemistry and Indonesian. While at university Penny performed stand-up comedy,
including in the Melbourne International Comedy Festival. Penny now works as a researcher for
television quiz shows Hard Quiz (ABC) and The Chase (Channel 7) but is still terrible at trivia.



24

An extremely clever and entertaining collection of poems for younger readers.

Some words are made of breath. Some words are made of stone

Listen, weigh them carefully, To make music for your poem

What better way to get away than with words! Escape to The Word Zoo, Great Balls of Poetry or A 
Pocket Full of Poems. In 100 Ways to Fly you’ll find a poem for every mood – poems to make you 
laugh, to scare or disgust you, to feel silly, brave or take you on an adventure.

PRAISE FOR IF THE WORLD BELONGED TO DOGS

‘A great way to introduce young children to poetry with plenty of nonsense rhymes and silly 
sentences.’ Bendigo Advertiser

‘An excellent introduction to poetry.’ Buzzwords

‘Everything kids love is contained in this volume of poetry.’ Herald Sun

‘This fun-packed collection would make a great addition to any school or home library and might 
encourage some budding writers to give poetry a whirl.’ Sunday Telegraph

100 Ways to Fly
Michelle Taylor

CHILDREN’S FICTION (YOUNGER READER)

Verse / Poetry 978070226250

August 2019 B paperback     

AU$14.95 144 pp      

Rights Available: US, Can, UK, Trans, Audio, Film

Michelle Taylor was born in Brisbane in 1968, and grew up in Darwin and Brisbane. More 
recently she has lived in Suffolk, Glasgow and London, and she is presently living on the island of 
Madeira in Portugal with her husband and two young daughters. She particularly enjoys taking 
poetry to young audiences and hearing what young people make of poetry in their lives today. 
She is a popular choice as a performer and workshop leader in schools and at literary festivals, 
and is also an occupational therapist with many years experience working with those with 
mental and emotional health problems.
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A heartfelt tale about courage, self-acceptance and the power of friendship.

When thirteen-year-old Samantha moves to a new town, she decides to reinvent herself. She wants to 
be called SJ now. She’s going to be cool and mysterious. But above all, she’s going to pretend to be 
healthy.

SJ suffers from chronic eczema and allergies – she’s sick of doctors’ appointments and tests, sick of 
itchiness and pain, sick of looking different, feeling different. All SJ wants is to be ‘normal’. She’ll do 
whatever it takes to keep her illness a secret. After all, would new friend Livvy or cute boy Sam still 
want to hang out with her if they knew the truth?

PRAISE FOR Sensitive

‘Sensitive combines laugh-out-loud moments with the seriousness of being thirteen. I loved it.’ Emily 
Gale, junior and YA fiction author 

‘A deeply honest, important and tender tale about a girl lost in a desolate sea of medical 
misinformation and body shame. Strong, funny SJ will win your heart, even as her situation breaks it.’ 
Bren MacDibble, author of The Dog Runner and How to Bee

‘Honest, funny-sad and real – Sensitive is an unforgettable story about living with chronic illness, and 
about being yourself when all you really want is to be somebody else.’ Vikki Wakefield, author of 
Ballad for a Mad Girl

Sensitive
Allayne L. Webster

CHILDREN’S FICTION (MIDDLE READER)

Fiction 9780702260483

June 2019 B paperback     

AU$16.95 240 pp

Allayne L. Webster grew up in rural South Australia. She is the recipient of three SA Arts grants, a 
board member of the Salisbury Writers’ Festival, and she established the Women’s Professional 
Development Network Book Club at the University of Adelaide. Allayne’s middle-grade novel Paper 
Planes was a 2016 CBCA Notable Book and shortlisted for the Adelaide Festival Children’s Awards 
for Literature. Sensitive is her third middle-grade novel, eighth publication.

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film Rights Sold: Russian (Kompas)
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Notable 2018 CBCA Book of The Year: Younger Readers

The highly anticipated companion to Nova Weetman’s critically acclaimed middle-reader The 
Secrets We Keep. 

Book 3 to come in 2021. 

Clem is slowly rebuilding her life after a house fire destroyed everything. She’s about to start high 
school with her two best friends and she’s finally settled into living with her dad in their tiny flat. But 
when her mum unexpectedly moves in, Clem feels like there’s no space for her.

Then she meets Matt, a funny and rebellious fourteen-year-old with family troubles of his own. 
When everything starts to unravel, Clem must decide which secrets to keep and which to share.

PRAISE FOR THE SECRETS WE SHARE

‘A perfect story about being in-between. Moving and utterly absorbing. I could go on reading about 
Clem Timmins forever.’ Emily Gale, author of The Other Side of Summer

The Secrets We Share (series, three books)
Nova Weetman

MIDDLE READER

Nova Weetman has been writing for 18 years. As a screenwriter, she has written short films 
for Film Victoria Ripples and Mr Wasinski’s Song (AWGIE nomination and winner Best Australian 
Short at MIFF) and has written for Neighbours, Pixel Pinkie, H20, Buzz Bumble, Wild But 
True and Fanshaw and Crudnut. As a writer, she has had short fiction published in Overland, 
Mslexia, Kill Your Darlings, Wet Ink and Island and non-fiction published in Overland and Fairfax 
Media. Nova is the author of two middle-grade books in the Choose Your Own Ever After series 
and two young adult novels, The Haunting of Lily Frost (2014) and Frankie and Joely (2015). The 
Secrets We Keep is Nova’s fifth book.

Fiction 9780702259784

Nov. 2017 B format     

AU$16.95 240pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio
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A beautifully written and insightful new novel sensitively uncovering the effects of trauma on the 
mind of an eleven-year-old girl. 

I don’t know if you’ve ever seen a house burn, but it’s not like anything else …

Clem Timmins has lost it all – her house, possessions and clothes. Now living in a tiny flat with her 
dad, she has to go to a new school far from what she knows.

On her first day, Clem meets Ellie. To fit in, Clem reveals a secret and immediately regrets sharing too 
much with her new friend.

How can Clem face everything in her life when all she wants to do is run away?

PRAISE FOR THE SECRETS WE KEEP

‘Clem burrows her way into your heart with her tattered leggings, holey Converse and terrible tangle 
of secrets. Mysterious and heartfelt, The Secrets We Keep burns inside long after you have finished 
reading.’ Sally Rippin, award winning children’s author and illustrator 

The Secrets We Keep (series, three books)
Nova Weetman

MIDDLE READER

Nova Weetman has been writing for 18 years. As a screenwriter, she has written short films 
for Film Victoria Ripples and Mr Wasinski’s Song (AWGIE nomination and winner Best Australian 
Short at MIFF) and has written for Neighbours, Pixel Pinkie, H20, Buzz Bumble, Wild But 
True and Fanshaw and Crudnut. As a writer, she has had short fiction published in Overland, 
Mslexia, Kill Your Darlings, Wet Ink and Island and non-fiction published in Overland and Fairfax 
Media. Nova is the author of two middle-grade books in the Choose Your Own Ever After series 
and two young adult novels, The Haunting of Lily Frost (2014) and Frankie and Joely (2015). The 
Secrets We Keep is Nova’s fifth book.

Fiction 9780702254215

April 2016 B format     

AU$16.95 232pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio
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Notable 2019 CBCA Book of The Year: Older Readers

From bestselling author Samantha Wheeler comes a remarkable novel about finding your voice. 

Ava wants nothing more than to tell her family she loves them, particularly her big sister, Nic. But Ava 
has Rett syndrome – she can’t talk, nod her head or even point at a communication card. She 
understands everything, but no-one understands her.

When tragedy strikes her family, Ava becomes even more determined to talk. But it’s not until she 
meets occupational therapist Kieran and new friend Aimee that she is hopeful for change – and to be 
heard at last.

PRAISE FOR Everything I’ve Never Said

‘A powerful, engrossing story. Ava is strong, smart, funny and fed up. You need to hear what she 
doesn’t say.’ Michael Gerard Bauer

Everything I’ve Never Said
Samantha Wheeler

CHILDREN’S FICTION (MIDDLE 
READER)

Samantha Wheeler studied agriculture, worked with dairy farmers, and taught science before 
writing her first children’s book in 2011. Five novels later, her stories have been shortlisted for 
the Queensland Literary Awards, Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year Awards, the 
Readings Children’s Book Prize, the Wilderness Society Environment Award for Children’s 
Literature, and commended in the Royal Zoological Society of NSW Whitley Awards. When not 
writing, she spends time with her husband, pets and two beautiful daughters, the youngest of 
whom has Rett syndrome. Samantha hopes her stories will encourage everyone to speak up for 
what they believe in.

Fiction 9780702260162

Nov. 2018 B format     

AU$16.95 224pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Australian Endangered Animals Series (Mister Cassowary, Wombat Warriors and Turtle 
Trackers). Book 4, Devils in Danger, to come in 2020.

Samantha Wheeler’s endangered animal stories would work equally well as a live-action or an 
animated series, in the vein of Bindi Irwin’s Wildlife Adventures, Andy's Prehistoric Adventures and 
the Little Lunch series. They contain very timely messages about caring for animals and the 
environment whilst also being thoroughly entertaining. With the huge international interest in all 
things Australian wildlife they would have a global reach. (Wombat Warriors has already sold into 
Germany.) The ABC would of course make a perfect home for this project. However, they could work 
equally well on more commercial platforms such as Netflix or as a co-production between a local 
network and one such as Animal Planet. 

PRAISE FOR THE SERIES

‘This is a wonderful story about fighting for what you believe in, growing up and finding your 
independence, but it also highlights the plight of our native animals.’  Lamont Books  

‘Wheeler has a knack for writing endearing characters and plots that weave in environmental themes 
that readers 8 and up will love.’ Readings Monthly

‘Samantha Wheeler expertly captures the frustrations felt by a child on the cusp of adolescence.’ 
Books + Publishing

Endangered Animals (series)
Samantha Wheeler

CHILDREN’S FICTION 
(YOUNGER READER)

Family/Conservation, 7+

AU$29.95 232pp each bookRights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film/TV Rights Sold: German (Wombat)

Samantha Wheeler fell in love with animals when, at the age of six, she received a tortoise. She 
went on to study agriculture, work with dairy farmers, and teach science, until writing her first 
children’s book, inspired by koalas, in 2011. Her books, which include Smooch & Rose, Spud & 
Charli, Mister Cassowary, and Wombat Warriors, have been shortlisted for the Queensland 
Literary Awards, the Readings Children’s Book Prize, The Wilderness Society’s Environment 
Award for Children’s Literature, and the Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales Whitley 
Awards. Samantha hopes her books will encourage everyone to make a difference.
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When the water is low and the ocean is resting,

I go for a walk on the rocks –

bumpy and cold under my toes. 

The small pools hold little worlds all of their own.

There’s me, Noah, like a giant peering in and exploring.

That’s when I find it – hiding behind the seaweed. 

An octopus.

No Place for an Octopus is a sweet and sensory journey about an unusual 
friendship between a boy and an octopus. After discovering an octopus in 
the rock pools at the beach, the boy imagines all of the adventures they 
could share if he took the octopus home. His realisation that the octopus 
may be happier where he currently is – in the rock pools – uncovers a 
deeper environmental theme underpinning the whole narrative – that 
while children may like to discover animals and bring them home as a pet, 
the animals are happiest and best left in their natural environment.

No Place for an Octopus
Claire Zorn

PICTURE BOOK

Picture Book 9780702262609

November 2019 Z format     

AU$24.95 32pp + ends

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio

CLAIRE ZORN is the author of three novels for young adults: The Sky So Heavy, The Protected and One 
Would Think the Deep. Published to critical acclaim both nationally and internationally, her novels have 
won multiple awards, most notably the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards for Young Adult Fiction, the 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards – Young Adult Fiction Prize, the Western Australia Premier's Book 
Award for Young Adult Fiction and the Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of the Year (Twice).
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A compulsively readable novel from the acclaimed author of The Sky So Heavy

The worst thing that could happen would be for my life to go back to how it was before Katie died.

Hannah’s world has imploded, all thanks to her older sister Katie. Her mum is depressed, her dad’s 
injured and she has to go to compulsory therapy sessions. Hannah should feel terrible but for the first 
time in ages, she feels a glimmer of hope and isn’t afraid anymore. Is it because the elusive Josh is 
taking an interest in her? Or does it run deeper than that?  

In a family torn apart by guilt, one girl’s struggle to come to terms with years of harassment shows 
just how long old wounds can take to heal.

The Protected is an honest and searing portrayal of loss and grief that conveys the repercussions of 
bullying to the modern-day teenager.

PRAISE FOR The Protected

‘Claire Zorn displays her remarkable talent again in The Protected. The Protected is complicated, 
fragile, and beautifully authentic. Zorn is adept at exploring the challenges and complexities of 
growing up, and the fallibility of adults.’ Australian Book Review

‘Highly readable, emotionally generous, impeccably controlled, and studded with memorable scenes. 
Worth reading.’ Books+Publishing ‘4-star Review and Top Picks’

‘It is a novel you will want to read slowly, just to savour its world, its characters, its observations, and 
most of all to delay arriving at the end of it. Read it, enjoy it, pass it on to friends.’ Reading Time

The Protected
Claire Zorn

CHILDREN’S FICTION (YOUNG 
ADULT)

CLAIRE ZORN is the author of three novels for young adults: The Sky So Heavy, The Protected and One 
Would Think the Deep. Published to critical acclaim both nationally and internationally, her novels have 
won multiple awards, most notably the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards for Young Adult Fiction, the 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards – Young Adult Fiction Prize, the Western Australia Premier's Book 
Award for Young Adult Fiction and the Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of the Year (Twice).

Fiction 9780702250194

August 2014 B format     AU$19.95

264pp

Rights Available: UK, Trans, Audio Rights Sold: US & Can (Sourcebooks); German (Thienemann)
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A haunting novel in the vein of John Marsden from a brand new voice in Australian YA literature

For Fin, it’s just like any other day – racing for the school bus, bluffing his way through class and 
trying to remain cool in front of the most sophisticated girl in his universe. Only it’s not like any other 
day because, on the other side of the world, nuclear missiles are being detonated.

When Fin wakes up the next morning, it’s dark, bitterly cold and snow is falling. There’s no internet, 
no phone, no TV, no power and no parents. Nothing Fin’s learnt in school could have prepared him 
for this.

With his parents missing and dwindling food and water supplies, Fin and his younger brother Max 
must find a way to survive … all on their own. 

When things are at their most desperate, where can you go for help?

PRAISE FOR The Sky So Heavy

‘This is the best YA I have read all year!’ Kids Book Review

‘Move over John Marsden: Claire Zorn has arrived.’ Good Reading Magazine ‘5-Star Review’

‘As post-apocalypse YA novels go, this one is scarily realistic … a powerful allegory with which to 
explain the asylum-seeker humanitarian crisis in Australia.’ Books + Publishing

‘Zorn’s tone is spot-on. The relationship between the brothers is a stand-out. Highly recommended 
for teens.’ Readings Monthly

The Sky So Heavy
Claire Zorn

CHILDREN’S FICTION (YOUNG 
ADULT)

CLAIRE ZORN is the author of three novels for young adults: The Sky So Heavy, The Protected and One 
Would Think the Deep. Published to critical acclaim both nationally and internationally, her novels have 
won multiple awards, most notably the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards for Young Adult Fiction, the 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards – Young Adult Fiction Prize, the Western Australia Premier's Book 
Award for Young Adult Fiction and the Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of the Year (Twice).

Fiction 9780702249761

August 2013 B format    

AU$19.95 304pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio Rights Sold: Chinese Complex (Eastern)
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