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The White Girl
Tony Birch

FICTION

A searing new novel from leading First Nations storyteller Tony Birch that explores the
lengths we will go to in order to save the people we love.
Odette Brown has lived her whole life on the fringes of a small country town. After her daughter
disappeared and left her with her granddaughter Sissy to raise on her own, Odette has managed to
stay under the radar of the welfare authorities who are removing fair-skinned Aboriginal children
from their families. When a new policeman arrives in town, determined to enforce the law, Odette
must risk everything to save Sissy and protect everything she loves.
In The White Girl, Miles-Franklin-shortlisted author Tony Birch shines a spotlight on the 1960s and the
devastating government policy of taking Indigenous children from their families.

PRAISE FOR TONY BIRCH
'Birch evokes place and time with small details dropped in unceremoniously, and the stories are rife
with social commentary. ''Well, who are we to judge?” Perhaps that is the point — Birch shows
empathy so that we might find it.' Weekend Australian

Tony Birch is the author of Ghost River, which won the Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for
Indigenous Writing and Blood, which was shortlisted for the Miles Franklin Award. He is also the
author of Shadowboxing and three short story collections, Father’s Day, The Promise and
Common People. In 2017 he was awarded the Patrick White Literary Award. Tony is a frequent
contributor to ABC local and national radio and a regular guest at writers’ festivals. He lives in
Melbourne and is a Senior Research Fellow at Victoria University.

Fiction

9780702260384

June 2019

C paperback

AU$29.95

272pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film Rights Sold : Audio (ANZ)
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Ordinary Matter
Laura Elvery

FICTION

Inspired by the twenty times women have won Nobel Prizes for science, this short-story collection
from award-winning writer Laura Elvery is a thought-provoking follow-up to Trick of the Light.
An infertile couple finds a baby washed up on a beach. A dentist tries to reconcile the fact that her
father inadvertently designed a prime suicide spot. Dementia patients escape their retirement village
to create their own utopia. A woman gains more than improved vision after laser eye surgery.
These stories take a wry yet sympathetic look at motherhood, ageing, missed opportunities, and how
humans can both destroy and save the world.
Story notes in back of the book encourage deeper reading – perfect for book clubs or education
settings.
PRAISE FOR TRICK OF THE LIGHT
‘A complex emotional intimacy is present in all of Elvery’s stories, but it’s her inventive characters
meeting original circumstances that makes Trick of the Light that rare thing: a page-turning short
fiction collection.’ The Saturday Paper
‘Radiant, accomplished and exquisitely written, this is an outstanding collection.’ Ryan O'Neill
‘Trick of the Light is at times haunting and poetic, other times bright and sharp, and always
memorable and hopeful … This thoroughly profound, bold and playful debut pulled me along and
pulled me apart.’ Brooke Davis

Laura Elvery’s work has been published in Meanjin, Overland, The Big Issue Fiction Edition and
Griffith Review. She has won the Josephine Ulrick Prize for Literature, the Margaret River Short
Story Competition, the Neilma Sidney Short Story Prize, and the Overland Fair Australia short
story prize. Laura has a PhD in Creative Writing. She lives in Brisbane.

Fiction (short)

9780702262746

August 2020

C paperback

AU$29.95

248 pp (tbc)

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Mammoth
Chris Flynn

FICTION

Narrated by a 13,000-year-old extinct American mastodon, Mammoth is the (mostly) true story of
how the skull of a Tyrannosaurus bataar, a pterodactyl, a prehistoric penguin, the severed hand of an
Egyptian mummy and the narrator himself came to be on sale at a 2007 natural history auction in
Manhattan.
Ranging from the Pleistocene Epoch to nineteenth-century America and beyond, including detours to
Napoleonic France and Nazi Germany, Mammoth illuminates a period of history when ideas about
science and religion underwent significant change. By tracing how and when the fossils were
unearthed, Mammoth traverses time and place to reveal humanity’s role in the inexorable
destruction of the natural world.
PRAISE FOR MAMMOTH
‘Chris Flynn has written a brilliant, hilarious, and curiously moving novel, featuring one the best
narrators in literary history and – without a doubt – the single best narrator in natural history. Why
has nobody ever written a novel from the point of view of a Woolly Mammoth’s skeleton before?
Because nobody was ever smart enough to do it. I simply love this story.’ Elizabeth Gilbert, author of
The Signature of All Things and Eat, Pray, Love
‘Mammoth is a little gem of a book and a joy to read. It defies categorisation – historical fiction, social
commentary, humour (in spades) and a look at humanity’s impact on the planet through the eyes of a
creature we once shared it with, all singing together so nicely. The real treat is the voice of the
central character – curmudgeonly and erudite yet heart-breakingly lost and confused, and utterly
believable as a relic of a lost world.’ Meg Keneally, author of Fled and The Monsarrat Series
Chris Flynn is the author of The Glass Kingdom and A Tiger in Eden, which was shortlisted for the
Commonwealth Book Prize. His fiction and non-fiction have appeared in The Age, The
Australian, Griffith Review, Meanjin, Australian Book Review, The Saturday Paper, Smith Journal,
The Big Issue, Monster Children and many other publications. He has conducted interviews for
The Paris Review and is a regular presenter at literary festivals across Australia. Chris lives on
Phillip Island, next to a penguin sanctuary.

Fiction

9780702262746

May 2020

C paperback

AU$29.95

264 pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Little Stones
Elizabeth Kuiper

FICTION

An autobiographical coming-of-age story set in Zimbabwe during a time of political
turmoil by a talented new author
Hannah lives in Zimbabwe during the reign of Robert Mugabe: it’s a country of petrol queues and
power cuts, food shortages and government corruption. Yet Hannah is lucky. She can afford to go to
school, has never had to skip a meal, and lives in a big house with her mum and their Shona
housekeeper. Hannah is wealthy, she is healthy, and she is white. But money can’t always keep you
safe.
As the political situation becomes increasingly unstable and tensions within Hannah’s family
escalate, her sheltered life is threatened. She is forced to question all that she’s taken for granted,
including where she belongs.
PRAISE FOR LITTLE STONES
‘Elizabeth Kuiper is a wonderfully perceptive and observant writer. In this story of a Zimbabwean
childhood, she subtly captures the complexity of political and family turmoil through the eyes of a
young girl. An exciting new voice.’ Emily Bitto, author of The Strays
‘Little Stones is a compelling debut with a heartfelt, distinctive voice. Hannah is sharp and feisty,
wise and funny, and shows a new way of seeing the world and this complex part of history.’ Laura
Elvery, author of Trick of the Light
Clearly carved from raw experience, this is a powerful elegy to youth in a place where the only thing
worse than staying is leaving.’ Aidan Hartley, author of The Zanzibar Chest
Elizabeth Kuiper grew up in Zimbabwe before immigrating to Perth with her mother. In 2016
she graduated from the University of Melbourne with a degree in politics and philosophy. An
early extract of Little Stones was longlisted for the Richell Prize, received the Express Media
prize for best work of fiction, and was published in Award Winning Australian Writing (2015).
Elizabeth is currently studying law at the University of Melbourne.

Fiction

9780702262548

June 2019

C paperback

AU$29.95

272pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Too Much Lip
Melissa Lucashenko

FICTION

Winner of the Miles Franklin Award 2019, and shortlisted for The Stella Prize and a NSW
Premier’s Literary Award
Wise-cracking Kerry Salter has spent a lifetime avoiding two things – her hometown and prison. But
now her Pop is dying and she’s an inch away from the lockup, so she heads south on a stolen Harley.
Kerry plans to spend twenty-four hours, tops, over the border. She quickly discovers, though, that
Bundjalung country has a funny way of grabbing on to people. Old family wounds open as the Salters
fight to stop the development of their beloved river. And the unexpected arrival on the scene of a
good-looking dugai fella intent on loving her up only adds more trouble – but then trouble is Kerry’s
middle name.
Gritty and darkly hilarious, Too Much Lip offers redemption and forgiveness where none seems
possible.
PRAISE FOR TOO MUCH LIP
If this book were a sound, it would be the roar of a motorcycle down an empty road; bold, and for
the moments when it’s in your path dominating all of your senses. This book swallowed me and
churned me in it’s guts and, as all good books should, spit me back out, a little different. Caitlin
Wilson, Mascara Literary Review
‘We are fortunate to have writers like Luckenshenko who has given us such a triumphant next move’
George Delaney, Readings
Melissa Lucashenko is a Goorie author of Bundjalung and European heritage. She has been
publishing books with UQP since 1997, with her first novel, Steam Pigs, winning the Dobbie
Literary Award and shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards and regional
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize. Hard Yards (1999) was shortlisted for the Courier-Mail Book of
the Year and the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, and Mullumbimby (2013) won the Queensland
Literary Award and was longlisted for the Stella Prize, the Miles Franklin Literary Award and the
Kibble Literary Award. She has also written two novels for teenagers, Killing Darcy (UQP, 1998)
and Too Flash (IAD Press, 2002). In 2013 Melissa won the inaugural long-form Walkley Award
for her Griffith REVIEW essay ‘Sinking Below Sight: Down and Out in Brisbane and Logan’.

Fiction

9780702259968

August 2018

C paperback

AU$29.95

328pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film Rights Sold : Audio (ANZ)
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The Trespassers
Meg Mundell

FICTION

A thought-provoking mystery set on an ill-fated migrant ship in a disturbing near future.
Fleeing their pandemic-stricken homelands, a shipload of migrant workers departs the UK, dreaming
of a fresh start in prosperous Australia. For nine-year-old Cleary Sullivan, deaf for three years, the
journey promises adventure and new friendships; for Glaswegian songstress Billie Galloway, it’s a
chance to put a shameful mistake firmly behind her; while impoverished English schoolteacher Tom
Garnett hopes to set his future on a brighter path. But when a crew member is found murdered and
passengers start falling gravely ill, the Steadfast is plunged into chaos. Thrown together by chance,
and each guarding their own secrets, Cleary, Billie and Tom join forces to survive the journey and its
aftermath.
The Trespassers is a beguiling novel that explores the consequences of greed, the experience of exile,
and the unlikely ways strangers can become the people we hold dear.
PRAISE FOR THE TRESPASSERS
‘A compelling, tightly told novel, Meg Mundell’s The Trespassers dissects the horrors of our
commercially driven, punishment-focused migration system through three fine-grained human
stories. Its precise language and flinty observations make this chilling story all too believable.’ Jane
Rawson
‘Beautifully written and absolutely gripping. I could not put this book down.’ Favel Parrett
‘A thought-provoking near-future thriller. The Trespassers is a riveting read.’ Jed Mercurio
Meg Mundell is a New Zealand-born writer and academic based in Melbourne. Her first novel,
Black Glass, was shortlisted for two Aurealis Awards, the Barbara Jefferis Award and the Norma
K. Hemming Award. She is the author of the story collection Things I Did for Money, and her
fiction, essays and journalism have been widely published, including in Best Australian Stories,
Meanjin, The Age, The Monthly, The Guardian, Sydney Morning Herald, The Australian Financial
Review and Australian Book Review. Meg is also the editor of the forthcoming anthology We Are
Here: Stories of Home, Place and Belonging (Affirm Press), a collection of writings by people who
have experienced homelessness.
Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans

Fiction

9780702262555

August 2019

C paperback

AU$29.95

288pp

Rights Sold: Audio (ANZ)
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This Taste For Silence
Amanda O’Callaghan

FICTION

Shortlisted for the 2019 Readings Prize for Fiction
The balance of power in a marriage shifts, with shocking consequences. An elderly woman recounts a
chilling childhood memory on the family farm. A taxi driver with a missing wife reveals unexpected
skills. An inherited painting brings an eerily troubling legacy.
Subtle, compelling and unsettling, Amanda O’Callaghan’s stories work at the edges of the sayable,
through secrets, erasures and glimpsed moments of disclosure. They shimmer with unspoken
histories and characters who have a ‘taste for silence’.
PRAISE FOR THIS TASTE FOR SILENCE
‘Subtle, compelling and unsettling, Amanda O'Callaghan’s stories work at the edges of the sayable,
through secrets, erasures and glimpsed moments of disclosure. They shimmer with unspoken
histories and characters who have a ‘taste for silence'. Our reviewer Ellen says, ‘Whether it’s a dark
secret coming out over dinner, or an oil painting with a sinister magic power, O’Callaghan maintains a
subtle, compelling sense of intrigue that makes each story highly readable’.’ Readings Book Club
Picks
‘Amanda O’Callaghan’s stories express secret lives and private injuries, hidden victories and losses …
Through the slow pull of their undertow and their sudden tripwires, these nuanced, riveting stories
limn the shadows, revealing what lurks and lurches in the unspoken.’ Felicity Plunkett
Amanda O’Callaghan is a Brisbane-based author whose short stories and flash fiction have been
published and won awards in Australia, the United Kingdom and Ireland. Her work has been
awarded and shortlisted in the Bath Flash Fiction Award, Flash 500, Carmel Bird Award, Aeon
Award, Bristol Short Story Prize and Fish Short Story Prize. A former advertising executive,
Amanda holds English degrees from King’s College London, and a PhD from the University of
Queensland. In 2016 she was a recipient of a Queensland Writers Fellowship. This Taste for
Silence is her debut collection. www.amandaocallaghan.com

Short Stories

9780702260377

June 2019

B paperback

AU$22.95

208pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Stone Sky, Gold Mountain
Mirandi Riwoe

FICTION

This engrossing, beautifully written historical novel about Chinese migration is full of
unforgettable characters, and explores timeless questions of exile, belonging and identity.
Tragic family circumstances force siblings Ying and Lai Yue to flee their home in China to seek their
fortunes in North Queensland. Life on the gold fields is hard, and they soon abandon the diggings to
seek work in nearby Maytown. Once there, Lai Yue finds a job as a carrier on expeditions, taking him
far away from his sister, while Ying remains in the township, where she works in a local store and
strikes up an unlikely friendship with Meriem, a young white woman with a troubled past. Maytown
is a place riven with racial and class tensions, and violence frequently erupts. When a serious crime is
committed, suspicion falls on all those considered outsiders, including those within the Chinese
community. Evoking the rich, unfolding tapestry of Australian life one hundred and fifty years ago,
Stone Sky Gold Mountain is a heartbreaking and timeless story about those exiled from family and
place, who encounter discrimination yet yearn for acceptance.
PRAISE FOR STONE SKY, GOLD MOUNTAIN
‘This is a wonderful novel. A compelling story of tenderness and brutality, so lightly told, yet deeply
felt.’ Josephine Wilson
‘In Stone Sky Gold Mountain, Mirandi Riwoe has resurrected a lost world and woven a tale unlike any
I have read before. I recognise this place – the smells, the flora, the fauna – but it has been crafted
anew, in rich and glorious detail. Just as she did in The Fish Girl, Riwoe forces us to change our longheld focus, and the result is one of revelation. Every Australian, indeed everyone, should read this
groundbreaking book.’ Melanie Cheng
Mirandi Riwoe’s novella The Fish Girl won Seizure’s Viva la Novella V and was shortlisted for The
Stella Prize and the QLA’s UQ Fiction Award. Her debut novel She be Damned was followed by A
Necessary Murder. She is Peril Magazine’s prose editor. Her work has appeared in Best
Australian Stories, Meanjin, Review of Australian Fiction, Griffith Review and Shibboleth and
Other Stories. She has received an Asialink residency with the Shanghai Writers Association, an
Australian Council for the Arts grant and fellowships from the Queensland Literary Awards and
Griffith Review in order to work on this novel. Mirandi has a PhD in Creative Writing and Literary
Studies (QUT).

Fiction

9780702262739

April 2020

C paperback

AU$29.95

Pages TBC

Rights Available: US, UK, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Swallow the Air
Tara June Winch

FICTION

When May’s mother dies suddenly, she and her brother Billy are taken in by Aunty. However, their loss
leaves them both searching for their place in a world that doesn’t seem to want them. While Billy takes
his own destructive path, May sets out to find her father and her Aboriginal identity.
Her journey leads her from the Australian east coast to the far north, but it is the people she meets,
not the destinations, that teach her what it is to belong.
Swallow the Air is an unforgettable story of living in a torn world and finding the thread to help sew it
back together.
PRAISE FOR SWALLOW THE AIR
‘I love the restraint with language and her control, and the way she makes small observations count.
It’s spare, thoughtful writing, clever but never about showing off.’ Weekend Australian
‘Her writing is raw and sparky, her prose so charged with energy that it bursts, Melville-like, into
occasional poetic firestorms …’ Age
‘Tara June Winch’s heartfelt Swallow the Air (UQP) is the work of a writer blessed with great natural
talent and a good ear for dialect.’ Sydney Morning Herald
‘… Tara June Winch’s writing is startling: visceral, fresh and poetic.’ Vogue Australia
Tara June Winch is an Australian writer based in France. She has written essay, short fiction and
memoir for Vogue, Vice, McSweeneys, and various Australian publications and anthologies. Her first
novel, Swallow the Air, was published in 2006 and won numerous literary awards, including the David
Unaipon Award and a Victorian Premier’s Literary Award. It has been on the education and HSC
syllabus for Standard and Advanced English in Australia since 2009. In the same year she was awarded
the International Rolex Mentor and Protégé Award that saw her work under the guidance of Nobel
Laureate Wole Soyinka. tarajunewinch-twmb.format.com/

Drama

9780702235214

May 2006

C paperback

AU$28.00

216pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film/TV Rights Sold : Audio
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Principled
Paul Browning

NON-FICTION

When trust is destroyed in the workplace, how do you restore it?
In an era of #metoo, ‘fake news’ and ‘alternative facts’ few would dispute that we face a global crisis
around trust in the workplace and more broadly in society. Trust has been identified trust as one of
the key challenges nations faces in the future in relation to governments, business, non-government
organisations and the media. It is less likely that a company will be able to innovate and remain
competitive if trust is low or absent.
Leading educator Paul Browning faced this situation when the school he led became embroiled in The
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Principled draws on Browning’s
first-hand experience of navigating an organisation through this highly public ethical crisis and
outlines the challenges he faced as a leader. Bringing together evidence-based research and over 20
years of management experience, Paul Browning offers timely advice on the 10 key practices that can
help executives build and develop skills to become more trustworthy leaders.
PRAISE FOR PRINCIPLED
‘I learnt a lot from Paul Browning's book – an in-depth study on what characterises good leadership
and its primary role of building and restoring trust. Principled is timely – a powerful read in the
aftermath of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Well worth a
read by all who are seeking to lead, particularly in the shadow of past wrongs and the legacy of
leaders who have failed to understand what leadership requires.’ Tim Costello AO, Chief Executive
of World Vision Australia
Dr Paul Browning has been a school principal for more than 20 years and is currently Headmaster of
St Paul’s School in Brisbane, listed amongst the world’s 100 most innovative learning organisations by
Cambridge University’s Innovation 800 series. Paul is a sought-after guest speaker in Australia and
internationally, drawing from his evidenced-based research: ‘Compelling Leadership – the
importance of trust and how to get it’. As reported in The Courier-Mail, Browning is ‘one of the most
respected and influential figures in education in the country’. He was awarded best non-government
school principal in 2018 and is the recipient of the Miller-Grassie Award for Outstanding Leadership
in Education for his contribution to research, literature and leadership.

Leadership

9780702262715

March 2020

C paperback

AU$29.95

224pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Raising Readers: How To Nurture A Child’s Love Of Books
NON-FICTION
Megan Daley
An essential and practical resource for parents and educators, Raising Readers contains everything
you need to know about childhood literacy, written by award-winning teacher librarian Megan
Daley.
Some kids refuse to read, others won’t stop – not even at the dinner table! Either way, many parents
question the best way to support their child’s literacy journey. When can you start reading to your
child? How do you find that special book to inspire a reluctant reader? What can you do to keep your
tween reading into their adolescent years?
Award-winning teacher librarian Megan Daley, the passionate voice behind the Children’s Books Daily
blog, has the answers to all these questions and more. She unpacks her twenty years of experience
into this personable and accessible guide, enhanced with up-to-date research and firsthand accounts
from well-known Australian children’s authors. It also contains practical tips, such as suggested
reading lists and instructions on how to run book-themed activities.
PRAISE FOR RAISING READERS
‘This is not a book. It’s a magic key which will unlock a love of stories and reading within your child.’
Rebecca Sparrow, author of Find Your Tribe
‘Daley guides her reader with practical tips from the teacher librarians desk on how to raise happy
little book-loving progeny. Raising Readers is now my go-to gift for new parents.’ Jessica Rudd,
author of Ruby Blues
Megan Daley is passionate about children’s literature and sharing it with young and old alike. In
daylight hours, Megan is a teacher librarian at a girls’ school in Brisbane and was recently
awarded the Queensland Teacher Librarian of the Year by the School Library Association of
Queensland, as well as the national Dromkeen Librarian’s Award, presented by the State Library
of Victoria. A former national vice-president of the Children’s Book Council of Australia, she is
currently on the Queensland chapter of the board of the Australian Children’s Laureate and is a
judge for the Queensland Literary Awards. She blogs about all things literary, library and tech
at childrensbooksdaily.com. She also thinks sleep is overrated.
Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Film

Parent/Teacher 9780702262579
April 2019

C paperback

AU$27.95

256pp

Rights Sold: Turkish (Yeditepe), Audio (Wavesound)
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The Discontented Little Baby Book
Dr Pamela Douglas

NON-FICTION

A revolutionary new approach to caring for your baby from a respected GP
Did you know there are things that you can do to help your baby cry and fuss less in the first 16
weeks? Did you know that many parents’ nights are unnecessarily disrupted? Are you longing for a
deeper connection with your newborn?
The first months after a baby’s arrival can be exhausting, and attempts at quick fixes are often part of
the problem. But we can help remove obstacles that interfere with a healthy night’s sleep, and there
are strategies which may help babies cry less.
The Discontented Little Baby Book gives you practical and evidence-based strategies for helping you
and your baby get more in sync. Dr Pamela Douglas offers a path that protects your baby’s brain
development so that he or she can reach his or her full potential. She also offers simple strategies to
help you enjoy your baby and live with vitality when faced with the challenges of this extraordinary
time.
With real-life stories, advice on dealing with feelings of anxiety and depression, and answers to your
questions about reflux and allergies, The Discontented Little Baby Book is a compassionate revolution
in baby care.

Dr Pamela Douglas has worked in general practice since 1987, with a special interest in
women’s health. She is founder of Possums for Mothers and Babies, Senior Lecturer in the
Discipline of General Practice at the University of Queensland, and Adjunct Associate Professor
at the Maternity and Family Unit at Griffith University. Her crying baby research has been
supported by various scholarships and fellowships, and she is the author of internationally
published medical research in this field. She lives with her husband in Brisbane, Queensland.
They have five adult children and stepchildren, and four grandchildren.

Parenting

9780702253225

August 2014

C paperback

AU$29.95

272pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film/TV
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Talking Sideways
Reg Dodd and Malcom McKinnon

NON-FICTION

‘That’s the way it is with us mob. We were brought up to talk kind of sideways. That’s the
respectful, true Aboriginal way.’
Reg Dodd grew up at Finniss Springs, on striking desert country bordering South Australia’s Lake Eyre.
For the Arabunna and for many other Aboriginal people, Finniss Springs has been a homeland and a
refuge. It has also been a cattle station, an Aboriginal mission, a battlefield, a place of learning and a
living museum.
With his long-time friend and filmmaker Malcolm McKinnon, Dodd reflects on his upbringing in a
cross-cultural environment that defied social conventions of the time. They also write candidly about
the tensions surrounding power, authority and Indigenous knowledge that have defined the recent
decades of this resource-rich area.
Talking Sideways is part history, part memoir and part cultural road-map. Together, Dodd and
McKinnon reveal the unique history of this extraordinary place and share their concerns and their
hopes for its future.
ADVANCE PRAISE FOR TALKING SIDEWAYS
‘Talking Sideways is not just a great yarn. Rather it’s hundreds of sly little yarns all braiding into a big
net that catches and carries a staggering bulk of knowledge about old, deep Australia. And about
friendship. More than just a book, it's a new kind of literature, a big, battered vehicle that has been
hot-rodded by two crafty sidekicks – one indigenous, one interloper – venturing into a world of
wanting, wishing and remembering that they have resolved to encompass together.’ Ross Gibson,
Centenary Professor of Creative & Cultural Research at the University of Canberra
Market comparisons: Alexis Wright’s Tracker, Bruce Pascoe, Kim Mahood, Rod Moss
Reg Dodd, an Arabunna elder born at Finniss Springs, is a natural storyteller. At various stages of
his life he’s been a stockman, a train inspector, a heritage officer, a photographer, a singer and a
tour guide. Malcolm McKinnon is an artist, curator, writer and filmmaker who has worked with
Reg Dodd on a series of projects spanning almost thirty years. He shares a deep attachment to
country around Finniss Springs.

Culture/Memoir

9780702260407

March 2019

C paperback

AU$32.95

304pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Follow the Rabbit Proof Fence
Doris Pilkington Garimara

NON-FICTION

Over 200,000 copies sold in Australia alone.
An extraordinary story of courage and faith, based on a true story.
This Australian classic is based on the actual experiences of three girls who fled from the repressive
life of Moore River Native Settlement, following along the rabbit-proof fence back to their
homelands.
Assimilationist policy deemed these girls should be taken from their kin and their land in order to be
made white. Never having seen the ocean before, the three girls' experience of transportation by
boat to the settlement was tormenting. But their torment was just beginning. Settlement life was
unbearable with its chains and padlocks, barred windows, hard cold beds and horrible food. Solitary
confinement was doled out as regular punishment. They were not even allowed to speak their
language.
Of all the journeys made since white people set foot on Australian soil, the 1931 journey made by
these girls born of Aboriginal mothers and white fathers speaks something to us all.

Doris Pilkington’s traditional name is Nugi Garimara. She was born in 1937 on Balfour Downs
Station in the East Pilbara, homeland of her Mardu ancestors. As a toddler she was removed by
authorities from her home at the station, along with her mother Molly Craig and baby sister
Anna, and committed to Moore River Native Settlement. This was the same institution Molly
had escaped from ten years previously, the account of which is told in Follow the Rabbit Proof
Fence.

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans

Non-Fiction

9780702253416

Sept. 2002

B paperback

AU$19.95

160pp

Rights Sold: Audio, Film, Turkish, Sinhalese
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Unlike the Heart: A Story of Brain and Mind
Nicola Redhouse

NON-FICTION

‘Unlike the heart … a brain cannot be understood as a static organ. It changes with its
history and with every present moment.’
After the birth of her first child, Nicola Redhouse experiences an unrelenting anxiety that quickly
overwhelms her. Her immense love for her child can’t protect her from the dread that prevents her
leaving the house, opening the mail, eating. Nor, it seems, can the psychoanalytic thinking she has
absorbed through her family and her many years of therapy.
In an attempt to understand the source of her panic, Nicola starts to thread together what she knows
about herself and her family with explorations of the human mind in philosophy, science and
literature. What role do genetics play in postnatal anxiety? Do the biological changes of motherhood
offer a complete explanation? Is the Freudian idea of the mind outdated? Can more recent combined
theories from neuroscientists and psychoanalysts provide the answers? How might we be able to
know ourselves through our genes, our biology, our family stories and our own ever-unfolding
narratives?
In this compelling and insightful memoir, Nicola blends her personal experiences with the historical
progression of psychoanalysis. In the end, much like in analysis, it is the careful act of narrative
construction that yields the answers.
PRAISE FOR UNLIKE THE HEART
‘In Nicola Redhouse’s Unlike the Heart, theoretical questions of psyche and soma are not remote but
urgent concerns, intimately bound to her own family’s story and the terrible anxiety she experienced
after the births of her children. Intelligent, lucid, and knowledgeable, the book itself may be said to
embody the discipline of neuropsychoanalysis: It combines the narrative of a single patient with
insights from the science of the brain.’ Siri Hustvedt
‘A vital account of a struggle: resolute, intelligent and endlessly interesting.’ Helen Garner
Nicola Redhouse is a writer living in Melbourne, Australia. Her work has been published in the
literary journals Meanjin, Island and Kill Your Darlings, and in the anthologies Best Australian
Stories (Black Inc.) and Rebellious Daughters (Ventura Press). She has been working as a book
editor since 2005.
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Something To Believe In
Andrew Stafford

NON-FICTION

Set to the soundtrack of music that has shaped a generation, Something To Believe In will
resonate with anyone whose life has been saved by rock ’n’ roll.
Born in Melbourne’s outer suburbs in the 1970s, Andrew Stafford grew up in a time when music was
a way out and a way up. His passion for rock ’n’ roll led him to a career as a journalist and music
critic, but along the way his battles with family illness, mental health and destructive relationships
threatened to take him down.
Andrew Stafford delves bravely and deeply into a life that has been shaped and saved by music’s
beat. From the author of the cult classic Pig City comes a memoir of music, madness and love.
PRAISE FOR SOMETHING TO BELIEVE IN
‘Andrew Stafford’s Something To Believe In is quite an achievement. Set against the backdrop of
Brisbane’s burgeoning 80’s indie rock scene, it's all here: Part tragi/comic tale of a fanboy writer
struggling to translate his primal affair with music into a “real” job; part excoriating account of his
ride from adolescence to adulthood and self-discovery; and part blossoming tale of love and
forgiveness. Written with great humanity and girded by a soundtrack to die for - which he almost did
on more than one occasion - thankfully Stafford made it through, and the result is a punchy,
unputdownable must read.’ Peter Garrett, Midnight Oil
‘A pulsing, rattling jukebox of a music memoir. Drop a coin, find your sound. Stafford knows it all too
well. Rock and punk and pop; the rock bottom and the very top. Love, family, sorrow, pain. The birds,
the blues, the brain. A pull out your heart and feed it to anyone rock ‘n’ roll sock to the core.
Something brave, something bruising. A soaring, sweat-soaked tribute to life’s two great miracles:
music and waking up each day to hear it.’ Trent Dalton, author of Boy Swallows Universe

‘Lyrical, wise and full of wonder. Andrew Stafford strips himself bare with courage, candour, and
vulnerability.’ Tracey Spicer, broadcaster and journalist
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C paperback

Andrew Stafford is a freelance journalist and the author of Pig City, a musical and political
history of Brisbane, first published in 2004 by UQP. Something To Believe In is his second book.
He has written for The Age, The Guardian, The Saturday Paper, The Sydney Morning Herald and
The Monthly. You can find him on Twitter @staffo_sez
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Amnesia Findings
Anna Jacobson

POETRY

Knitting visions and memories, Anna Jacobson’s poems trace the skeins of lost histories
and the spaces of dropped stitches. Exquisite and whimsical, these poems bear witness to
the broken and healed. Gentle but robust, these are poems of personal resilience, framed
by explorations of Jewish culture and fuelled by a boundless and exhilarating
imaginativeness.
After my grandfather’s death, I am given
his Silvertone fife. I never knew
he once played an instrument, never knew
he kept it in his top drawer.
Knew it was his, beyond any doubt—
caught in the fife
a twisty-tie.
PRAISE FOR AMNESIA FINDINGS
‘A fascinating, thoroughly engaging exploration of culture and spirituality, belief and rationality, this
book’s poems are at once lucid and mysterious, profound and immediate. They evoke the esoteric
language of their sources in Jewish lore, whilst being unmistakably modern and contemporary. They
signal the development of an exciting new voice in Australian poetry.’ Judges’ comments, Thomas
Shapcott Prize
Anna Jacobson is a Brisbane poet and artist. In 2018 she won the Queensland Premier’s Young
Publishers and Writers Award. She holds a Master of Philosophy in poetry from Queensland
University of Technology, and a Bachelor of Photography with Honours from Griffith University.
Her poetry has been published in literary journals, including Cordite, Rabbit, Meanjin, ABR’s
States of Poetry Queensland and Verity La, and her chapbook, The Last Postman (Vagabond
Press, 2018), is part of deciBels series 3. Amnesia Findings is Anna’s first full-length poetry
collection. www.annajacobson.com.au
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Ask Me About the Future
Rebecca Jessen

POETRY

An outstanding collection of fresh, zesty poems about identity, sexuality, self-perception
and relationships, with a futuristic narrative pulse.
Full of zest, jest and flair, Jessen’s poems map constellations of desire, loss and longing. Taking in the
future (which isn’t what it used to be), dating apps, despair, Bonnie Tyler, Taylor Swift and the lesbian
bachelorette, they are set in queer interstellar utopias, maternity wards and lonely rooms. Jessen’s
poems are acute, edgy, scintillating and sure. These are poems of sly surprises, dark-edged humour
and vast originality. Following Jessen’s award-winning verse novel, Gap, this collection announces
a major talent of her generation.
PRAISE FOR GAP
‘Jessen does an extraordinary job not only of evoking a grim urban landscape but also of sketching
tangled loyalties and conflicting loves, as well as the turbulent emotions of guilt, fear and
escape.’ Sydney Morning Herald / Saturday Age / Canberra Times
‘Jessen’s debut verse novel is excellent … [it’s] refreshingly gritty and accessible.’ Lip Magazine
‘Unafraid and unapologetic.’ Cordite Poetry Review
‘Hers is a voice with a ring of honesty. Jessen renders ethical uncertainty memorably.’ Viewpoint
‘A brilliant verse novel, honest and compelling.’ Aussie Reviews

Rebecca Jessen lives in Brisbane and grew up in South-Western Sydney. She is the awardwinning author of verse novel Gap (UQP, 2014). Her awards include the Queensland Premier’s
Young Publishers and Writers Award, the Queensland Literary Award for Best Emerging Author,
the State Library of Queensland Young Writers Award, and an AMP Tomorrow Maker grant. She
has also been shortlisted for the Arts Queensland Val Vallis Award and the Sisters in Crime
Davitt Award for Best Debut Book.
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The Lost Arabs
Omar Sakr

POETRY

Rising talent Omar Sakr’s vibrant new poetry collection pulses with raw power as it
interrogates the topical issues of family, identity and nation
Visceral and energetic, Omar Sakr’s poetry confronts notions of identity and belonging head-on.
Braiding together sexuality and divinity, conflict and redemption, The Lost Arabs is a seething, urgent
collection from a distinct new voice.
PRAISE FOR THE LOST ARABS
This book knocked my breath away, winding me with its pain and damage, yet all the while filling me
with the exuberance of reading poetry of such wisdom and dazzle. The tyranny that we can inflict on
each other, the harms of family and history, the need for solace and belonging find perfect pitch in
line after line of this magnificent collection. There’s an urgent need for this book, it should be on
every shelf. Judith Beveridge
In this collection Omar Sakr writes words to enhance the world, elegiac windows of soul from one
who has travelled and seen, requiring a gentle understanding of that which is not gentle, nor can it
be. The Lost Arabs is the poetic posture of a man in all his forms standing by the eternal river, who
has placed both feet in the sand, and who refuses to sink. Ali Cobby Eckermann
‘The new and powerful voice, public, performative, but also vulnerably intimate, of one of our
“children of elsewhere”; painfully confronting the ambiguities of country and heritage, and testing in
the boldest terms what enterprise there might be, as Yeats put it, in “walking naked”.’ David Malouf
Omar Sakr is a bisexual Arab-Australian poet. His debut collection, These Wild Houses (2017),
was shortlisted for the Judith Wright Calanthe Award and the Kenneth Slessor Prize. His poetry
has been published in English, Arabic, and Spanish, in numerous journals and anthologies. He
placed runner-up in the Judith Wright Poetry Prize, and has also been shortlisted for the ACU
Poetry Prize, the Story Wine Prize, and the Fair Australia Poetry Prize. Omar has performed his
work nationally and internationally. He lives in Sydney. https://omarsakr.com/
Rights Available: Trans, Film

Poetry

9780702260360

April 2019

B format

AU$24.95

112pp

Rights Sold: UK, US, Can (Andrews McMeel)
20

Throat
Ellen van Neerven

POETRY

From award-winning Indigenous author Ellen van Neerven comes a powerful, confident
and unflinching new collection, Throat.
Throat is ‘a fierce cry’: a collection of poems about whiteness, climate change, extinctions;
about types of shame lodged squarely in the throat; about culpability and protection.
Playful, inventive and unexpected, Throat builds on themes evident throughout van
Neerven’s work, not least ‘discomfort’, and takes them to a whole new level, proving - yet
again - that she is one of the most impressive writers of her generation.
PRAISE FOR COMFORT FOOD
‘Some of these later poems soar in imagination and song' … 'The poems in this collection are a true
taste of the author’s comfort food, and it is a privilege to glimpse into van Neerven’s experience as a
Mununjali woman through their lens.' Books+Publishing
‘Ellen van Neerven has a gift for making her personal experiences universal, and it makes for a
compelling, emotive read.' Westerly
PRAISE FOR HEAT AND LIGHT
‘A bold and adventurous work. This is a very fine debut from a talented writer.’ Books+Publishing
‘Few succeed to the extent that exists between the pages of Heat and Light. [A] remarkable young
talent.’ Readings Monthly
‘Ellen van Neerven produces writing with a rare imaginative force.’ Australian Book Review
Ellen van Neerven is an award-winning writer of Mununjali Yugambeh (South East Queensland)
and Dutch heritage. They write fiction, poetry, plays and non-fiction. Ellen’s first book, Heat and
Light (UQP, 2014), was the recipient of the David Unaipon Award, the Dobbie Literary Award
and the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards Indigenous Writers Prize. Ellen’s second book, a
collection of poetry, Comfort Food (UQP, 2016) was shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary
Awards Kenneth Slessor Prize and Highly Commended for the 2016 Wesley Michel Wright
Prize. Throat (UQP, 2020) is Ellen’s highly anticipated second poetry collection.
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A Kinder Sea
Felicity Plunkett

POETRY

A new volume of poetry from one of Australia’s most highly regarded and talented poets.
Felicity Plunkett’s first collection, Vanishing Point (UQP 2009), won the 2008 Thomas
Shapcott Prize for Poetry
A Kinder Sea is Felicity Plunkett’s masterpiece in the original sense of that term: the work that most
fully expresses her gifts. This collection explores the sea as sanctuary, hoard and repository. It is
composed of sequences: love letters, elegies, narratives and odes. Plunkett’s combination of intensity
and range is rare, as is this collection’s formal precision and emotional directness. This is an
exceptional collection: a break-out work for this gifted poet.
PRAISE for A KINDER SEA
‘A Kinder Sea is Felicity Plunkett’s masterpiece in the original sense of that term: the work that most
fully expresses her gifts.’ Lisa Gorton
‘These poems are full of wishes, prayers, songs, confessions, dreams, letters and divinations. Like the
oceans that inhabit it, this collection is rich, mysterious and bountiful. A Kinder Sea is a stunning
collection. It shows us that unwavering artistry and profound humanity can indeed belong together.’
David McCooey
‘A Kinder Sea exists in both the past and the future while remaining unmistakably alive in the present
moment. This book should be read slowly and lusciously, so each poem can rest on your tongue like a
jewel.’ Simon Tedeschi

Felicity Plunkett is a Sydney poet and critic. Her first book, Vanishing Point, won the Arts
Queensland Thomas Shapcott Poetry Prize and was shortlisted for several other awards. She has
a chapbook, Seastrands, in Vagabond Press’s Rare Objects series and is the editor of Thirty
Australian Poets (UQP, 2011). She has a PhD from the University of Sydney and is a widely
published essayist and reviewer. Felicity is the recipient of Australian Book Review’s 2019
Patrons’ Fellowship.
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Solid Air: Australian and New Zealand Spoken Word
David Stavanger and Anne-Marie Te Whiu (eds)
POETRY
‘Language lives when you speak it. Let it be heard. The worst thing that can happen to
words is that they go unsaid.’ – Kate Tempest

A ground-breaking and original collection that showcases Australia and New Zealand’s leading
performance poets.

Solid Air showcases the work of more than 100 spoken word artists from Australia and New Zealand
– combining elements of slam, hip hop and performance poetry – to deliver an unforgettable reading
experience that is both literary and loud. This groundbreaking collection welcomes a new generation
of poets – often young, diverse and politically active – whose focus on performance has become
increasingly popular over the past decade. Transporting the energy of their words from the stage to
the page, Solid Air celebrates the most vibrant and talented voices from our region.
Contributors include: Evelyn Araluen, Courtney Barnett, Hera Lindsay Bird, Behrouz Boochani,
Maxine Beneba Clarke, Candy Royalle, Ali Cobby Eckermann, Michelle Law, Omar Musa, Sara Saleh,
Taika Waititi, Te Kahu Rolleston, Claire G. Coleman, Selina Tusitala Marsh, PiO, Tayi Tibble and many,
many more.

David Stavanger is a poet, performer, editor, cultural producer and lapsed psychologist. In 2013
he won the Arts Queensland Thomas Shapcott Poetry Prize for The Special (UQP), which was
awarded the 2015 Wesley Michel Wright Poetry Prize.
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Anne-Marie Te Whiu is a cultural producer and editor. She was co-director of the Queensland
Poetry Festival from 2015 to 2017, and is co-editor of Verity La’s spoken word stream ‘Slot
Machine’ and ‘Discoursing Diaspora’. Anne-Marie is an emerging Māori-Australian poet.
Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans
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