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picture
book

ANOTHER COUNTRY
CLAIRE AUDHUY & SUZY VERGEZ
K
Claire Audhuy • Suzy Vergez

iddo learns that war has come to his homeland, and Poppy-Mom can’t
stop crying. They will have to leave and look for another country to
call home. What should he take with him? Will the war follow them? And
what will Kiddo find on his long and perilous journey?

Another Country (originally, Un Nôtre Pays) is a captivating and beautifully
poignant look at the experience of a child refugee searching for safety,
security, and a new life in another place. Fleeing his war-torn country with
his mother, Kiddo embarks on an uncertain path, but amidst his fear he
finds allies, and finally belonging.

In poetic prose, Claire Audhuy deftly tackles the difficult subject of
displaced peoples, many of whom are children. Striking art by Suzy
Vergez (winner of the BIBF Ananas New Talent award, 2019) illustrates
Kiddo’s struggles and triumphs with sensitivity and compassion. A story
of loss and discovery, incredible danger and ultimately survival, Another Country is a timely and essential
narrative for international young readers.

Illustrator: Suzy Vergez

Rights Sold: Rodéo d’âme (World)

Pub Date: March 2018

LANGUAGE: French

Genre: Fictionkk kkkkk

C

laire Audhuy holds a PhD in Performing Arts from the University of Strasburg, France. She wrote
her thesis on theatre when performed in extreme conditions (such as in concentration camps). In
2004, she co-created (with her husband Baptiste Cogitore), theatre company and publishing house Rodéo
d’âme. In 2020, Another Country will be performed as a play with award-winning illustrator Suzy Vergez
drawing live. Claire has received several French awards for her activism through arts such as the Véronique
Dutriez award or the European Citizen award granted by the European Parliament.

S

uzy Vergez graduated in 2015 from the prestigious Arts Déco in Strasbourg,
France. She has illustrated ten picture books, including Le dragon du Jour
de l’An (Circonflexe, 2016), Anaïs (Kilowatt, 2018), Ballons (Kilowatt, 2019), and
forthcoming Okavango (Circonflexe, 2019). Her unique style involves composing
stamp prints to give life to the characters and setting. She collaborates with
theatre company and publishing house Rodéo d’âme doing live illustration in
dramatic productions, including Les Migrantes (2016-2020) and upcoming
Another Country (2020). In 2019, she was invited by the French association of
Illustrators to attend the Bologna Book Fair and she recently won the Ananas
New Talent illustration award at the Beijing International Book Fair.

AGENT: LIZA DEMAISON
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middle
grade

THE BAND OF MERRY KIDS
DAVID SKUY

T

welve-year-old Pip craves adventure and a chance to right
the injustice he sees all around him—just like his hero, Robin
Hood. He is tired of being “Little Pip”, the son of a wool merchant,
and wants to be famous. But Pip lives in Nottinghamshire, not
Sherwood Forest. Everyone around him seems scared to speak
out, to take action. His cousins and best friends are loyal, but
Lucy doesn’t like to cause trouble and Harold is afraid of his
own shadow. Worst of all, as far as Pip is concerned, his own
father is a coward. But nothing is going to stop Pip from wearing
his feathered cap and standing up to bullies, even if it does get
him into serious trouble.

An unexpected invitation to accompany his father to his first
county fair has Pip ready for adventure. Seeing a chance to
assist a family in need, Pip hatches a misguided plan with the
help of Lucy and Harold to steal from the rich and give back to the poor. But the unintended
consequences have the very family they meant to help set to hang—bringing them face-to-face
with the Sheriff of Nottingham, and the biggest bully of all—Prince John. This time for his
plan to work, Pip will need his friends, old and new, to pull off an epic rescue worthy of Robin
Hood—his very own Band of Merry Kids.
A rollicking middle-grade adventure, The Band of Merry Kids is at its heart a story of heroes—
the ones we find in ourselves, our friends, and especially, our family.

Rights Sold: DCB/Cormorant Books (North America) Pub Date: October 2018
Genre: Historical Adventurekk kkk

D

avid Skuy is an award-winning author of books for young
readers. His work includes the Rocket Blues series,
Undergrounders, the Game Time hockey series, and the
Striker soccer series.
His books have received numerous honours, including the
Silver Birch Award and nominations for the Manitoba Young
Readers’ Choice Award. His most recent novels are Memoirs
of a Sidekick (Kids Can Press, 2016), and Run (DCB Books,
2017), a finalist for the Red Maple Award.

AGENT: SAM HIYATE
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THE MAGPIE’S LIBRARY
KATE BLAIR

S

ilva loves her visits to her grandpa’s house on Hayling Island.
For Silva and her brother Ollie, the little cottage by the
sea has always felt like their real home—a comforting, steady
presence in a childhood spent moving from place to place. She
knows Grandpa’s getting older, that he’s been more and more
forgetful recently, but it’s still a shock when they arrive for a visit
to find him in hospital, confused and frail. The doctor says he
has dementia, and he’s only going to get worse.

Silva seeks refuge in the municipal library she’s loved since she
was a child, longing for escape into one of her favourite stories.
And it’s there, finally, that her childhood wish for her own magic
adventure comes true. A magpie, hopping and fluttering as if it
wants her to follow it. A mysterious door that only she can see.
Another library, full of enchanted books which allow her to step
into other people’s lives. Surely there’s a reason why the magical
library chose her, now. Surely one of these books must contain the key to saving her grandfather.
It takes longer than it should for Silva to realize that there’s something sinister about the magpie’s
library. Every time she visits, she leaves feeling a little more broken, a little more disoriented, a
little less...herself. Silva must solve the mysteries of the library and its avian host in order to save
her family—and she must do it before the library takes her entirely, turning her into just one
more book in the magpie’s collection.

Rights Sold: DCB/Cormorant Books (North America) Pub Date: May 2019
Genre: Contemporary Fantasy kkkkk
“A rich emotional landscape is presented to show how grief and pain at
times necessitate the need to explore other worlds. The novel reinforced the
notion that stories can heal, but it also asks how far we can escape before
we lose ourselves in the process?”
—Quill & Quire

K

ate Blair is a British-Canadian author, speculative fiction
geek, ex-pat, ex-clown and ex-museum curator. Her first
young adult novel, Transferral, was optioned for television
and nominated for the MYRCA, Snow Willow and Sunburst
Awards. Her second book,Tangled Planet, was also longlisted
for a Sunburst Award.

AGENT: ALI MCDONALD
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YOUNG
ADULT

THE WORLD ON EITHER SIDE
DIANE TERRANA
The world on either side is as full as the heart is wide.

A

fter the death of her boyfriend, sixteen-year old Valentine
stops going to school, quits seeing her friends, and, finally,
won’t leave her bed. Desperate for her daughter to recover,
Valentine’s mother takes her on a trek in Thailand. In the
mountains north of Chiang Mai, Valentine finds a world she
didn’t know existed, where houses are on stilts and elephants
still roam wild. She learns about the Burmese civil war and the
relentless violence against the Karen and Rohingya peoples.
Then she meets Lin, a mysterious young elephant keeper
tormented by his hidden past, and an orphaned elephant calf,
pursued by violent poachers. Together, the three flee deep into
the jungle, looking for refuge and redemption.

Rights Sold: Orca Book Publishers (North America) Pub Date: September 2019
Genre: Contemporary Realistic kkkkkkk

“Air. This exquisite novel will have you gasping for it. Valentine’s heartbreak
and her desperate race through the jungles of Thailand had me holding my
breath, smiling and weeping, despairing and hopeful. The World on Either
Side is a heart-pounding journey to healing and love.”
—Barbara Radecki, author of The Darkhouse
“The visceral first person narrative moves fluidly [in this] grim...lyrical, and
ultimately hopeful tale of grief and redemption. ”
—Kirkus Reviews

D

iane Terrana has been an actress, a belly dancer, and a
high school English/Drama teacher. Currently, she is the
Executive Editor at The Rights Factory and an instructor in
the Creative Writing Program at The University of Toronto,
School of Continuing Studies.
Photo credit: Helen Tansey

AGENT: SAM HIYATE
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MESSENGER 93
barbara radecki
S

ixteen-year-old M has been erased by her high school peers.
Then one night a crow arrives in her bedroom and delivers a
message: “You must find her. She will fall in seven days.” What does
the message mean? Who will fall? M soon finds out that Krista—her
nemesis, the catalyst behind her shunning—has run away. If M is
supposed to save her high school enemy, she has only seven days
to do it.
More cryptic messages and mysterious birds lead M through the
city and eventually to Gray, a Cree boy with his own hopes of
saving a missing girl. They join forces and go on a wild journey in
search of answers. Grasping for the true meaning behind the crow’s
messages, M pushes deeper and deeper into worlds she doesn’t
know or understand, holding fast to a questionable dream that she
might be a modern-day Joan of Arc.

Rights Sold: DCB/Cormorant Books (North America) Pub Date: Spring 2020
Genre: Contemporary Realistic kkkkkk

B

arbara Radecki started her career as an actor, and is probably
best know for voicing Sailor Neptune in the original English
dub of the popular Sailor Moon series. She has since transitioned
to writing, with a focus on fiction and screenplays. Several of
her screenplays have been optioned or sold, including a modern
adaptation of Jane Austen’s Persuasion, which is currently in
post-production and due out Winter 2020. Her debut novel, The
Darkhouse (DCB, 2017), came out to acclaim, including a Kirkus
star, and was shortlisted for the 2017 Kobo Emerging Writer Prize.
Her second novel, Messenger 93, will come out Spring 2020.

AGENT: SAM HIYATE
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I HEART ROBOT
xan van rooyen
S

ixteen-year-old Tyri wants to be a musician and wants to be
with someone who gets her musical aspirations.

Q-I-99, aka ‘Quinn,’ lives in a scrap metal sanctuary with other
rogue droids. While some use violence to make their voices
heard, demanding equal rights for AI enhanced robots, Quinn
just wants a moment on stage with his violin to show the humans
that androids like him have more to offer than their processing
power.

Tyri and Quinn’s worlds collide when they’re accepted by the
Baldur Junior Philharmonic Orchestra. As the rift between robots
and humans deepens, Tyri and Quinn’s love of music draws them
closer together, forcing Tyri to question where her loyalties lie
and Quinn to question his place in the world. With the city on
the brink of civil war, will Tyri’s and Quinn’s passion for music
be enough to hold them together while everything else crumbles down around them, or will the
truth of who they are tear them apart?

Rights Sold: Zhejiang Publishing House (Mainland China) Pub Date: April 2018
Genre: Romance Science Fiction kkkkk

S

uzanne ‘Xan’ van Rooyen is a genderqueer, tattooed
storyteller from South Africa. She currently lives in Finland
where she finds the heavy metal soothing and the cold, dark
forests inspiring. Although she has a Master’s degree in music,
Suzanne prefers conjuring strange worlds and creating quirky
characters. When she grows up, she wants to be an elf—until
then, she spends her time (when not writing) climbing, buying
far too many books, and entertaining her shiba inu, Lego.
Pronouns: she/her; they/them.

AGENT: LINDSAY LEGGET
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BY THE BLOOD OF ROWANS
xan van rooyen
T

he Sheehy witches are the most feared and detested family on
the small island of Inisliath, and none moreso than eighteenyear-old Rowan. Rowan is a deathwalker, and not only ferries the
souls of those who die on the island to the Otherworld, but also
experiences their deaths, cursed with carrying the memories of
their lives with him. When the magic on the island begins to seep
away from the other families, leaving the Sheehys more powerful
than ever, the blame settles on Rowan’s family—especially when
people start getting murdered.

Seventeen-year-old Ash is sick of pretending their bruises are
from climbing accidents and not from their father’s fists, sick of
being a habitual fuck-up, and for constantly apologizing for who
they are. Life on their ancestral island home might be the fresh
start Ash and their Mum need, and Ash is cautiously optimistic,
especially when they meet the soft-spoken, curly-haired Rowan. Ash learns what it means to
belong to Inisliath, and how the complicated web of the island’s families has created deep wounds
of discrimination and hate.
When Ash’s Mum becomes the lead detective of a series of brutal, ritualistic murders, Rowan is
quickly labeled as the main suspect, but Ash can’t imagine the kind and gentle boy they have
come to love being capable of killing. Ash decides to investigate on their own, digging up secret
island history that reveals Rowan is more likely to be the next victim. Then, Ash’s abusive father
arrives, giving them an ultimatum of living the life they’ve always dreamed of—free of him—but
also of the boy they love. At the same time, Rowan begins to learn the truth of what his magical
power means, and what he will need to sacrifice to save Ash and his family from the darkness
about to be unleashed from the island.

Rights Sold: Available

Genre: Fantasy (#ownvoices Genderqueer Rep)

AGENT: LINDSAY LEGGET
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DEVONNA
AUDREY FRANCIS-PLANTE
S

ix years after the death of her cousin, Devonna Moreau still
carries the numbing weight of guilt on her soul. Her best friend,
Jimmy D, insists that it wasn’t her fault. But deep down, she knows
she might have been able to save her cousin: if it wasn’t for her
condition and biggest secret—she cannot physically feel anything.
Neither a breeze, nor a kiss, nor a punch.
Until one day, when her skin finally reacts to the touch of a shy and
reserved young man called Bram Hanaghan. Which could be the
greatest news for her, if Bram was alive. But he’s actually a ghost.
Soon, other ghosts in Napa Valley will discover Devonna’s ability
to communicate with the dead, including the annoying and selfabsorbed Kian Luvan. He’ll keep steering her away from trying to
find her cousin, just to use her to fulfill his vengeful ambitions.

In Bram, she’ll find a surprisingly devoted friend willing to help her
in her search. But what will it cost him to protect the feeling-less girl, and how deep into the ghost
world is Devonna ready to dive in order to find her cousin?

Rights Sold: Evernight Teen (World English) Pub Date: Spring 2020
Genre: Romance Fantasy kkkkk

A

udrey Francis-Plante is a part-time traveller and parttime writer. She completed the Certificate in Creative
Writing from the University of Toronto, School of Continuing
Studies, and won the 2017, Penguin Random House Canada
Student Award for Fiction for her final project, Devonna.
She blogs (audreywritesabroad.com), reads (mostly YA), and
is still waiting for a letter (Hogwarts). She lives in Québec,
Canada.

AGENT: STACEY KONDLA
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R.E.D.S.
MATTEO CERILLI

I

t’s Year 29 Post Virus, and sixteen-year-old Shadow runs the Manhattan
Point with some of the toughest Rogues in the country—or what’s left of it.
The Kassem family rules on high from The Strength Tower, controlling the
minds of adults with the Chip, a mandatory “upgrade” for anyone twenty-one
and over. Getting “Fixed” means death to Rogues, the only free thinkers left,
all street kids with severely limited life-expectancies.
When she jumped to New York four years ago, Shadow had no intention
of staying, but rescued her first recruit from a Rogue Enforcement Officer
ready to drag him off to the Academy. Now Shadow and her second, Brish,
teach the other kids who’ve skipped out, been abandoned by their families,
or orphaned, to steal what they can, and stay alive with four simple rules:
Shoot straight, run fast, think quick, and die last.

On the day of a long awaited heist to stock up for the harsh winter months,
Shadow wakes to find Brish has gone out by himself—and to the Park. Gang
territory is dangerous enough, but recent reports also say Rogues have been disappearing. It’s been four long
years since her Point Leader Flash went missing and Shadow jumped to the City. She won’t lose Brish—no
matter what.
Taking her hoverboard Zip’R and strapped with her Plasma Shot (no self-respecting Rogue would leave their
Point without protection), Shadow sets out to find him. Instead she finds Mortim, a gang rat, and friend-turnedfoe after Shadow witnessed his involvement in a shockingly violent scene six months earlier. But whatever threat
Mortim might be to Shadow, neither of them could have been prepared for the threat they face next—together.
The first instalment in an epic new trilogy for fans of Marie Lu and Pierce Brown, R.E.D.S. is a gritty, actionpacked novel set in a not-too-distant future in which a group of disenfranchised and dislocated teens and kids
band together to battle fascism and censorship, reclaiming their rightful place in society, forging new identities,
and raising their voices to finally make themselves heard.

Rights SOLD: Available Genre: Speculative Fiction

M

atteo L. Cerilli has been writing since he could hold a pencil and
is extremely humbled that he’s able to share his passion. When he
manages to pry himself from his laptop, he spends his time drawing or
riding his skateboard through Burlington, Ontario, where he lives with
his parents, little sister, and his number one partner in crime (his dog
Zoe).
Though he currently works as a Starbucks barista, he is attending York
University’s Professional Writing program.

AGENT: ALI MCDONALD
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THE HILL
T

ALI BRYAN

he Hill is a coming-of-age adventure set on a reclaimed garbage
dump inhabited solely by girls.

After a Departure Ceremony releases eleven of them, Wren becomes
the new leader. Less than a day on the job, she discovers one of the
girls has gone missing. Challenging the society’s longstanding rules
as documented by the Manual, Wren makes the fateful decision to
leave the Hill in search of the missing girl, only to encounter—for the
first time—boys.
When she returns, she finds out that the Hill has been attacked.
She must sort fact from fiction, ally from enemy, opportunity from
threat. When there is little left of the world, how important is it to
assign fault for its demise? And more importantly how can those left
behind work to salvage what remains?

With a rich cast of flawed, diverse, and human characters, The Hill
is a near-future feminist story that explores gender, power, and the search for the truth in a
world defined by scarcity, distrust, and gender politics. While consequences of consumerism and
environmental neglect are implied, this is ultimately a gritty and compassionate story about the
female experience, of friendship, and what it really means to be a girl.

Rights Sold: Dottir Press (World English) Pub Date: Fall 2020
Genre: Speculative Fiction kkkk

A

li Bryan’s first novel, Roost (Freehand, 2013), won the
Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction and was the official
selection of One Book Nova Scotia (2014). Her second novel,
The Figgs (Freehand Books, 2018), has been optioned for
TV by Sony. Her non-fiction has been shortlisted for the
Jon Whyte Memorial Essay Prize, and longlisted for the
CBC Creative Non-Fiction Prize. She is a 2018 Lieutenant
Governor of Alberta Arts Awards Emerging Artist recipient.
She lives with her family in Calgary, Alberta, where she
divides her time between writing and mastering the flying
armbar.

AGENT: STACEY KONDLA
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GARDEN OF THORNS AND LIGHT
SHYLAH ADDANTE

W

hen Amethyst Faye was six years old, she was almost stolen
by a monster in the woods on the same night her mother
mysteriously disappeared. Ten years, half a dozen psychiatrists, and
a bunch of diagnoses haven’t been enough. She is still plagued by
nightmares, ridiculed at school, and misunderstood by everyone from
her teachers to her father. And lately she’s been sprouting thick green
thorns out of her skin.
When the paranoia doesn’t end and the treatment options run out,
she’s faced with a choice between being committed to a psychiatric
hospital or spending the summer with a grandmother she hasn’t heard
from in a decade.

Summer at Gran’s in Morgan Springs wins out, just barely, and only
because a backwater town sounds marginally more interesting than a
mental institution. There, she draws the attention of Ben, the boy of
her dreams, and Absynth, the creature from her nightmares. Although
neither of them is what she expected, Amethyst realizes that both Ben and Absynth are exactly
what she needs to heal her heart and harness the fairy magic she’s inherited.
Unfortunately for Amethyst, love and magic always come with a cost.

Rights Sold: Month9Books (World English); Blackstone (Audio) Pub Date: Spring 2020
Genre: Romance Fantasykk

S

hylah Addante has an M.S.E. in Literacy Education
and enjoys Netflix, crocheting, and just generally being
awesome. She lives in Albany, New York, with her husband,
David, her two daughters, Hazel and Holly, and her dog,
Andy.

AGENT: STACEY KONDLA
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SECRETS OF THE DEEP (book one)
MARISA NOELLE

E

x-champion swimmer, Cordelia Blue, is aquaphobic since she lost
her mother and twin brother in a shark attack. Falling in love with
fellow swimmer Wade gives her the confidence to face her fears and
take to the water once more. But upon rescuing a friend in the ocean,
she discovers she is a mermaid and the only one who can walk on land.
A second discovery leaves her reeling; her twin brother, Dylan, is alive,
and a merman, but trapped in the ocean. Desperate to bring him back
to land, Cordelia is forced to deal with an ancient curse laid down by
an aloof high council. Sentenced to the ocean for losing Atlantis, the
mystical power of a magical pearl is the only thing that may free the
mermaids. But the mermaids aren’t the only ones who seek its power.

Cordelia enters a desperate race against the selachii (humans who turn
into sharks), as both believe only one species can use the jewel’s magic.
Cordelia must survive attempts on her life and the betrayal of selachii,
Wade, if she is to succeed in helping her ocean family. But the two
species must be united in their cause. Only if Cordelia can find her way back to Wade will she be able to
save her family. But with lies whispered around every corner, trusting him is next to impossible.

Rights Sold: Champagne Books (World English) PUB DATE: Spring 2020
Genre: Fantasy Romance kkkk

M

arisa Noelle is a writer of young adult and middle grade novels.
She leans towards grounded science-fiction, urban fantasy and
paranormal, but mental health issues are important to her writing too.
Her debut novel, The Shadow Keepers (Magnolia Press) launched in
July, 2019, and her second novel, The Unadjusteds (Write Plan), is
forthcoming (November, 2019).
Growing up, Marisa had plenty of ideas for career and still regrets not
moving to Hawaii to train dolphins and pretend the real world didn’t
exist. Struggling with anxiety and anorexia lead her to the field of
psychology. Heavily influenced by underdog movies such as The Karate
Kid she realised her mission in life was to help other people, through
any medium. Embarking on a psychology degree, she wanted to emulate
her hero, Jodie Foster, from The Silence of the Lambs and actually tried
to secure work experience at Broadmoor. Thankfully she left the idea of
criminal profiling behind, but uses many of these aspects in her novels.

AGENT: STACEY KONDLA
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LIZA DEMAISON
at liza@therightsfactory.com
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