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AXIOMATIC
MARIA TUMARKIN

Awards and Nominations
Winner of the 2018 Melbourne Prize for Literature’s Best Writing Award

Shortlisted for the 2019 Stella Prize

Shortlisted for the 2019 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for  Non-fiction

Shortlisted for the 2019 Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards

Shortlisted for the 2019 New South Wales Premier’s Literary Awards

Longlisted for the Australian 2019 Indie Book Awards

The past shapes the present—they teach us that in 
schools and universities. (Shapes? Infiltrates, more 
like; imbues, infuses.) This past cannot be visited like 
an ageing aunt. It doesn’t live in little zoo enclosures. 
Half the time, this past is nothing less than the 
beating heart of the present. So, how to speak of the 
searing, unpindownable power that the past—ours, 
our family’s, our culture’s—wields in the present?

Stories are not enough, even though they are 
essential. And books about history, books of 
psychology—the best of them take us closer, but still 
not close enough. Maria Tumarkin’s Axiomatic is a 
boundary-shifting fusion of thinking, storytelling, 
reportage and meditation. It takes as its starting 
point five axioms: ‘Time Heals All Wounds’; ‘History 
Repeats Itself…’; ‘Those Who Forget the Past are 
Condemned to Repeat It’; ‘Give Me a Child Before 
the Age of Seven and I’ll Give You the Woman’; and 
‘You Can’t Enter The Same River Twice.’ 

These beliefs—or intuitions—about the role the 
past plays in our present are often evoked as if they 
are timeless and self-evident truths. It is precisely 
because they are neither, yet still we are persuaded 
by them, that they tell us a great deal about the 
forces that shape our culture and the way we live.

Nonfiction/Literary

RRP:  
AU$34.99

FORMAT: 
Paperback

LENGTH:  
256 pages

ISBN: 
9781925704051

PUBLICATION DATE: 
May 2018

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD:  
North America 
(Transit Books), 
UK+Commonwealth 
(Fitzcarraldo Editions), 
Spanish (Editorial 
Minuscula), Greek 
(Enipnio)  

https://browbooks.com/shop/axiomatic-maria-tumarkin
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About the Author
Maria Tumarkin is a writer and cultural historian. She is the author of three 
acclaimed books of ideas: Traumascapes, Courage, and Otherland. All three were 
shortlisted for literary prizes;  Otherland, most recently, was shortlisted for the 
Victorian Premier’s Award, NSW Premier’s Award and The Age Book of the 
Year. Tumarkin’s essays have appeared in The Best Australian Essays (2011, 2012 
& 2015), Griffith Review, Meanjin, The Monthly, Sydney Review of Books, The Age, 
The Australian, and Inside Story.

Praise for Axiomatic
“Nobody can write like Maria Tumarkin: she charges headlong into the worst 
and best of us, with an iron refusal to soften or decorate; sentences bare of 
artifice, stripped back to the bone, to the nerve; fired by raging grief and love.”
Helen Garner 
 
“Maria Tumarkin writes of difficult topics with utmost integrity. Axiomatic 
is a dark gift: heartfelt, painful, full of sorrowful compassion. From schools, 
courtrooms, prisons, refugee camps, Soviet spaces and more personal inner 
life, come stories that break open the silence of suicide and the mystery of 
spirited persistence.”
Gail Jones 

“As a writer she pushes at the edges, and then pushes further; she wants to 
shout, and sometimes she does. Axiomatic is a bracing ride. At its heart is the 
big question of the past and its traumas. How do they play out? Where does 
trauma begin? In history? Genes? Family? Society? Is comfort to be found in 
the familiar truisms we’re so quick to roll out?”
Drusilla Modjeska, Inside Story 

“Everyone is looking for the next Helen Garner and Maria Tumarkin shares with 
Garner a gimlet eye for the flaws in official systems, along with a fascination for 
the narratives nested in everyday lives. Axiomatic’s symphonic structure, however, 
recalls Svetlana Alexievich, the Belarusian journalist and Nobel Laureate. She is 
another for whom reality attracts like a magnet, who has made a career out of 
appropriating and braiding voices and documents, seeing the world as a chorus 
and a collage. With this remarkable, wild, risk-laden book, Tumarkin has earned 
the right to be mentioned in the same breath as both of them.”
The Saturday Paper 
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PINK MOUNTAIN ON LOCUST ISLAND
JAMIE MARINA LAU

 
Awards and Nominations
Winner of the 2018 Melbourne Prize for Literature’s Readings Residency Award

Shortlisted for the 2019 New South Wales Premier’s Literary Awards

Shortlisted for the Readings Prize for New Australian Fiction

Shortlisted for the 2019 Stella Prize

Shortlisted for the ALS Gold Medal

A Sydney Morning Herald Best Young Australian Novel 

Monk lives in Chinatown with her washed-
up painter father. When Santa Coy—possible 
boyfriend, potential accomplice—enters their lives, 
an intoxicating hunger consumes their home. So 
begins a heady descent into art, casino resorts, 
drugs, vacant swimming pools, religion, pixelated 
tutorial videos, and senseless violence.

In bursts of fizzing, staccato and claustrophobic prose, 
this modern Australian take on the classic hard-boiled 
novel bounces you between pulverised English, elastic 
Cantonese and the new dialect of a digitised world.
Tip over into a subterranean noir of the most 
electronic generation.
 
About the Author
Jamie Marina Lau (劉劍冰) is a 22-year-old writer 
and musician from Melbourne. Her debut novel Pink 
Mountain on Locust Island won the 2018 Melbourne 
Prize for Literature’s Readings Residency Award, 
was shortlisted for the 2019 Stella Prize, the 2019 
New South Wales Premier’s Literary Awards and 
the Readings Prize for New Australian Fiction, and 
was longlisted for the ALS Gold Medal. Her writing 
can also be found in various publications. She is 
currently studying film and literature, producing 
music, and working on more fiction.

Fiction/Literary

RRP:  
AU$27.99

FORMAT:  
Paperback

LENGTH:  
208 pages

ISBN:  
9780994606884

PUBLICATION DATE:  
April 2018

RIGHTS HELD:  
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
North America (Coffee 
House Press), audio 
(Brilliance)

https://browbooks.com/shop/pink-mountain-on-locust-island-jamie-marina-lau


7

Praise for Pink Mountain on Locust Island
“Pink Mountain on Locust Island is bright, funny, and tender. Jamie Marina Lau’s 
surreal and self-possessed prose reads like a teenage daydream.”
Briohny Doyle, author of The Island Will Sink and Adult Fantasy 

“There is iridescence in this splatter artwork of a novel but, like its cover 
of light pink splotches against a matt black background, there’s also 
unknowingness and darkness.”
Thuy On, The Australian 

 “Lau’s surreal prose captures the confusion of adolescence in the 21st 
century. Vivid, inventive descriptions of yum cha, high-school friendships 
and claustrophobic apartment living evoke the experience of growing up in a 
diasporic community and the sensory overload of being surrounded by people, 
yet still alone. A stylish yet moving glimpse into the loneliness of being a 
teenage girl, Pink Mountain on Locust Island heralds the arrival of an electric 
new Australian writer.”
Kelsey Oldham, Books+Publishing

“This is a novel written for a generation of digital natives by one of their own, 
reflective of both their lived experience and their style of content engagement; 
yet it also nods to the literary on a deeper level. With its experimental form 
and innovative language, Pink Mountain On Locust Island is a superb example of 
the future of literary fiction.”
Amanda McLeod, NSW Writers Centre

“Pink Mountain on Locust Island is real and magnetic, simple yet so full of life. If 
this is just the beginning, Australian literature has gained something special.”
Jackie Smith

“Pink Mountain on Locust Island reads like a fever dream or a drug-induced 
hallucination. Jamie Marina Lau presents a surreal, electronic parable that 
sweeps us through the confusing hell that is Monk’s life growing up in the 
digital age. Fifteen and living with a failed artist father in a Chinatown 
apartment, Monk becomes entranced with manic-pixie-dream-boy Santa Coy. 
As his electrifying presence infects their lives, the novel accelerates into a 
trippy journey through a mishmash of art, angst, drugs, hunger and desire.”
Annie Zhang, Honi Soit
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APPLE AND KNIFE
INTAN PARAMADITHA
(translated by Stephen J. Epstein)
 
 
Inspired by horror fiction, myths and fairy tales, 
Apple and Knife is an unsettling ride that swerves 
into the supernatural to explore the dangers and 
power of occupying a female body in today’s world.  

These short fictions set in the Indonesian 
everyday—in corporate boardrooms, in shanty 
towns, on dangdut stages—reveal a soupy 
otherworld stewing just beneath the surface. 
Sometimes wacky and always engrossing, this is 
subversive feminist horror at its best, where men 
and women alike are arbiters of fear, and where 
revenge is sometimes sweetest when delivered 
from the grave.

In the globally connected and fast-developing 
Indonesia of Apple and Knife, taboos, inversions, sex 
and death all come together in a heady, intoxicating 
mix full of pointed critiques and bloody 
mutilations. Women carve a place for themselves 
in this world, finding ways to subvert norms or 
enacting brutalities on themselves and each other.
 
About the Author
Intan Paramaditha is an Indonesian writer now 
based in Sydney. She is the acclaimed author of 
the two short story collections, Sihir Perempuan 
(2005) and Kumpulan Budak Setan (2010, with Eka 
Kurniawan and Ugoran Prasad), from which the 
stories of Apple and Knife are drawn, as well as the 
novel Gentayangan (2017). She is a lecturer in film 
and media studies at Macquarie University.
 
Praise for Apple and Knife
“Intan Paramaditha, who mixes fairy tales and 
gothic ghost stories with feminist and political 
issues, shakes up her readers, showing that her 

Fiction/Literary

RRP:  
AU$27.99

FORMAT:  
Paperback

LENGTH:  
208 pages

ISBN:  
9781925704006

PUBLICATION DATE:  
March 2018

RIGHTS HELD:  
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
UK+Commonwealth 
(Harvill Secker), 
Indonesian (Lontar)

https://browbooks.com/shop/apple-and-knife-intan-paramaditha
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fiction is not beholden to a single interpretation. Her short stories reveal that 
the most terrifying thing in life is not one of the supernatural ghosts that 
populate her work, but human prejudice. As far as I’m concerned, only writers 
of genius are able to convey a layered and nuanced world, and Intan is one of 
them.”
Eka Kurniawan, internationally acclaimed author of Beauty is a Wound and Man Tiger, 
Man Booker International Prize 2016 finalist 
 
“Deliciously dark and expertly disturbing, Intan Paramaditha’s compelling Apple 
and Knife will haunt you. Her weird, original stories reveal the darkness behind 
old tales and the shadows lurking at the edges of modern life.”
Ryan O’Neill, author of The Weight of a Human Heart and Their Brilliant Careers, 
winner of the 2017 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Fiction 
 
“Paramaditha’s stories are shockingly bold and macabrely funny, powerfully 
defamiliarising the cultural lore of patriarchy. What makes them special is their 
lack of interest in representing women as victims—here, the taboo of feminist 
anger is flagrantly and entertainingly broken.”
The Saturday Paper 
 
“Apple and Knife challenges contemporary national ideas about womanhood. 
All the stories in this book speak of distinctive aspects of women’s lives, 
like virginity, menstruation, abortion and marriage, and peel off the myths 
surrounding them. At a glance, the women in the stories—be they a mother, a 
daughter, a sister, a blue-collar worker, a white-collar worker or even a fiction 
writer—could be seen as disobedient. In an interview with Whiteboard Journal, 
Paramaditha admits she wants to reclaim the word bandel, or “disobedient”. Her 
idea of disobedience, however, is not a conventional gesture, like smoking or 
having a tattoo, but the inclination to break through, to cross borders, to resist.”
Norman Erikson Pasaribu, Mekong Review
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THE ISLAND WILL SINK
BRIOHNY DOYLE
 
 
In a not-too-distant future perpetually on the 
brink of collapse, catastrophe is our most popular 
entertainment.

The energy crisis has come and gone. EcoLaw is 
enforced by insidious cartoon panda bears and their 
armies of viral-marketing children. The world watches 
as Pitcairn Island sinks into the Pacific, wondering if 
this, finally, will be the end of everything. Amongst it 
all, Max Galleon, anxious family man and blockbuster 
auteur, lives a life that he cannot remember.

What happens when you can outsource your 
memories—and even edit them?
When death can be reversed through digitisation, 
what is the point of living?
If the lines between real and unreal are fully 
blurred, can you really trust anyone, even yourself?

Awards and Nominations
Shortlisted for the Small Press Network’s Most 
Underrated Book Award 2017
Longlisted for the ABIA Matt Richell Award for 
New Writer of the Year 2017
Longlisted for the ABIA Small Publishers’ Adult 
Book of the Year 2017

About the Author
Briohny Doyle is a Melbourne-based writer and 
academic. Her debut novel, The Island Will Sink, was 
the first book published by Brow  Books to critical 
acclaim in 2016. Her first book of non-fiction Adult 
Fantasy is out through Scribe in 2017. Briohny’s 
work has appeared in publications like The Lifted 
Brow, The Age, Overland, Going Down Swinging and 
Meanjin, among others, and she has performed her 
work at the Sydney Festival and at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Sydney. 

Fiction/Literary/
Speculative

RRP:  
AU$29.99 

FORMAT:  
Paperback

LENGTH:  
316 pages

ISBN:  
9780994606808

PUBLICATION DATE:  
August 2016

RIGHTS HELD:  
ANZ

AGENT:  
Rachel Crawford at 
Mackenzie Wolf

RIGHTS AVAILABLE 
World (excluding ANZ)

https://browbooks.com/shop/doyle-island
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Praise for The Island Will Sink
“The Island Will Sink is not ‘just’ a novel. It is the most assured and innovative 
debut I have read in a long time, one that has me excited about the political 
possibilities of postmodern fiction.” 
Pip Smith, The Australian
 
“Science fiction fans will spot echoes of J. G. Ballard and Philip K. Dick in the 
narrative and quirky incidental moments (Max’s socks have an inbuilt compass 
and his house changes its settings when he enters). The Island Will Sink is 
groundbreaking enough to hope it might lead to greater interest in publishing 
Australian science fiction.”
The Saturday Paper
 
“Doyle can do humour, and has an engaging voice. The prose in science fiction 
may have to be information-rich, strenuously expository in its world-building, 
but Doyle never gets waylaid: she can find the poetry in the new world... 
and the characters never seem as if they are overborne by the action or the 
conceptual framework.”  
Owen Richardson, The Sydney Morning Herald

“The Island Will Sink is a deep and demanding read. Doyle postulates a world 
in which climate change has hastened social change and political control 
and exacerbated the gap between the haves and have-nots, but one in which 
society has ultimately adapted to climatic deprivations.” 
Linda Morris, The Sydney Morning Herald
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THE TOWN
SHAUN PRESCOTT
 
 
Community radio host Ciara receives dozens of 
unmarked cassette recordings every week and 
broadcasts them to a listenership of none. Ex-
musician Tom drives an impractical bus that no 
one ever boards. Publican Jenny runs a hotel that 
has no patrons. Rick wanders the aisles of the 
Woolworths every day in an attempt to blunt the 
disappointment of adulthood.

In a town of innumerable petrol stations, 
labyrinthine cul-de-sac streets, two competing 
shopping plazas, and ubiquitous drive-thru 
franchises, where are the townsfolk likely to find 
the truth about their collective past—and can they 
do so before the town disappears?

Shaun Prescott’s debut novel The Town follows an 
unnamed narrator’s efforts to complete a book about 
disappeared towns in the Central West of New 
South Wales. Set in a yet-to-disappear town in the 
region—a town believed by its inhabitants to have no 
history at all—the novel traces its characters’ attempts 
to carve their own identities in a place that is both 
unyielding and teetering on the edge of oblivion.

International Success 
Published and forthcoming in territories and 
languages all around the globe

About the Author
Shaun Prescott is a writer based in the Blue 
Mountains in New South Wales. He has self-
released several small books of fiction, including 
Erica From Sales and The End of Trolleys, and was 
editor of Crawlspace Magazine. His writing has 
appeared in The Lifted Brow, The Guardian, Meanjin, 
Australian Book Review, and other places.

Fiction/Literary

RRP:  
AU$29.99

FORMAT:  
Paperback

LENGTH:  
256 pages

ISBN:  
9780994606822

PUBLICATION DATE:  
August 2017

RIGHTS HELD:  
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
World (Faber & Faber) – and then 

North America (FSG), German 

(Aufbau/Blumenbar), French 

(Buchet/Chastel), Spanish 

(Literatura Random House), 

Japan (Hayakawa), Netherlands 

(Koppernik), audio (Bolinda)

https://browbooks.com/shop/the-town-shaun-prescott
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Praise for The Town
“...an engaging, provoking novel nevertheless, intelligently alive to its own 
metaphorical possibilities, and leaving behind a powerful vision of the world 
ending, not with a bang, but a whimper.”  
James Lasdun, The Guardian

“This novel signals its author as someone who understands what literature is 
for. It is one of the strongest and strangest contemporary Australian novels 
I’ve seen...It’s possible to see the influence of Gerald Murnane in this book, 
in its style and in its focus on the strangeness of banality, but it’s not so much 
derivativeness as a similarity of vision.”
Kerryn Goldsworthy, The Age/Sydney Morning Herald

“This is one of those rare books that bothers your thinking by making you feel 
uncomfortable without necessarily knowing why or how. The aftermath is 
a kind of free-fall. It’s a remarkable achievement and a testament to how the 
small publishers rather than the big houses are producing Australia’s best and 
riskiest fiction.”
Ed Wright, The Australian

“The Town moves with a gentle command amid the obvious reference points 
of Calvino, Kafka, and Abe, but it also invokes less-celebrated English-
language predecessors, like the novels of Steve Erickson, and Rex Warner’s The 
Aerodrome. In the manner of Erickson and Warner, Prescott seeks the universal 
in a meticulous paraphrase of the here and now, and finds the dislocation 
hiding in locality, to show us just how lost we really may be.”
Jonatham Lethem, author of Motherless Brooklyn and The Fortress of Solitude

“A bizarre novel—a séance for Kafka, Walser and Calvino—that tackles the 
ever-disappearing boundaries between youth and aging, between music and 
silence, the past and present. In a spry and lonely voice, Shaun Prescott has 
written an ominous work of absurdity.”
Catherine Lacey, author of Nobody Is Ever Missing and The Answers
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WHEN ONE PERSON DIES THE 
WHOLE WORLD IS OVER
MANDY ORD

When One Person Dies The Whole World Is Over is a 
quietly enthralling and keenly intimate work about 
the search for meaning in the everyday, and what 
it might mean to belong. A record of a year of a 
life, When One Person Dies The Whole World Is Over is 
an attempt to pin down time, to capture the most 
beautiful and fleeting moments that we tend to 
rush past.

This is the story of a person and those that 
surround her. It’s about ageing, love, and loss, and 
how we might try to balance work and family and 
art in this confusing modern world. Funny, sad, and 
perfectly magnetic, When One Person Dies The Whole 
World Is Over draws you in deep; before you know 
it you’re caring intensely about the lives into which 
we are given some precious glimpses.

About the Author
Mandy Ord is a comics artist, a cartoonist, an 
illustrator, a speaker and teacher of comics, a 
greengrocer, and a disability support worker. 
Mandy’s first graphic novel Rooftops was published 
in 2008, followed by her second book Sensitive 
Creatures, published in 2011 and which received 
a White Ravens award at the Bologna Book Fair. 
Mandy’s comic stories have also been included in 
a variety of local and international publications, 
such as Meanjin, The Age, Voiceworks, The Australian 
Rationalist Magazine, The Wheeler Centre website, 
Trouble Magazine, SBS Cornerfold, Going Down 
Swinging, Tango, and Inscribe Magazine. In 2018 
Mandy illustrated her first book for children, Chalk 
Boy, written by Margaret Wild.

Mandy’s passion for the medium of comics 
has led her to present lectures and workshops 

Autobiographical  
Graphic Novel

RRP:  
AU$29.99

FORMAT:  
Paperback

LENGTH:  
370 pages

ISBN:  
9781925704136

PUBLICATION DATE: 
February 2019

RIGHTS HELD:  
World

https://browbooks.com/shop/when-one-person-dies-the-whole-world-is-over-mandy-ord
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to schools, universities, festivals and community groups across Australia 
and internationally. She has collaborated with theatre companies, writers, 
musicians, historians and audio units for animations and online content. She 
is currently working with local youth on a Lavington Library art project and 
her recent work with local Wiradjuri language experts can be seen on the new 
NBN Box Trail around Albury, NSW.
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ONE GOOD TURN
MARY LEUNIG

One Good Turn is the first Mary Leunig book in 
almost 25 years, bringing one of Australia’s most 
incisive artists and social commentators roaring 
back to the fore. 

In these never-before-seen glorious full-colour 
drawings, Leunig’s focus on politics, family, class, 
power, violence, trauma, humour, domesticity, 
labour, and the experience of being a woman in the 
world is still as deeply relevant as ever. 

This book attests to how desperately we still need 
Mary Leunig—perhaps more now than ever before.

About the Author
Mary Leunig was born in Melbourne in 1950, and 
currently lives and works in regional Victoria.  
She began studying art at Prahran Institute 
of Technology, and later Preston Institute of 
Technology  where she completed her studies, 
majoring in drawing and printmaking. Her 
previous books include There’s No Place like Home 
(1982), A Piece of Cake(1986), One Big Happy Family 
(1992), and Black and White and Grey (1993). Her 
work has featured in such publications as The Age, 
Meanjin, Nation Review, Heat, AWU Magazine, Time, 
Penthouse, Der Rabe, and The Meatworkers Journal.
 
Praise for One Good Turn
“Mary, Mary, quite contrary... with her garden of 
lethal wit. Though camouflaged by charm, Mary’s 
marvellous work is full of menace.”
Phillip Adams

“Lacerating, brilliant and unhinged, Mary Leunig’s 
most recent collection of drawings is as to be 
expected: uncensored and disturbing. Like her 
previous collections, One Good Turn is personal 

Nonfiction/Drawings

RRP:  
AU$24.99

FORMAT:  
Paperback, full-colour

LENGTH:  
98 pages

ISBN:  
9781925704105

PUBLICATION DATE: 
October 2018

RIGHTS HELD:  
World

https://browbooks.com/shop/one-good-turn-mary-leunig
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and political, her subjects playful and violent, but this time around there is a 
wry sweetness and a gentle ageing satisfaction in parts, as if Leunig’s long-
held visceral meditation on the woman’s body and all the claims made on 
it—daughter, worker, mother, and lover—is coming to the end of its mortal 
coil. There is a sense in Leunig’s new and raw work that the older woman is a 
woman finally unchained, albeit too damaged and twisted to consider herself 
free, but still, as the cover drawing seems to say, able to lie in the sun like an 
old cat and enjoy a cup of tea.”
Anna Krien

“These beautiful, gut-punchingly miserable drawings are more bile-ridden 
and merrily sardonic than anything Mary Leunig’s done before, and that’s a 
good thing. This darker Leunig sibling has more in common with Frida Kahlo; 
Mary’s unstitching of society, sex and culture is merciless, her symbolism 
and humour is at once harrowing and profound, and her skill as an artist is 
ridiculously unbound.”
Oslo Davis
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SELECT 
FORTHCOMING 

TITLES

Gunk Baby 

Big Beautiful Female Theory 
 

Vietnamatta  

Capitalism Makes Me Sick! 
 

Anamnesis, or A Book No Longer 
Discussed Today [working title]
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GUNK BABY
Jamie Marina Lau

Fiction/Literary

ISBN: 9781925704273

PUBLICATION DATE: 2020

RIGHTS HELD: World

PHOTO CREDIT: Leah Jing McIntosh

https://browbooks.com/jamie-marina-lau
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The second novel from the author of the acclaimed 
Pink Mountain on Locust Island.

In Gunk Baby, we join Leen just as she opens 
an ear-cleaning and massage salon at the Topic 
Heights Shopping Complex. Soon she starts to 
notice increasingly odd behaviour around her, and 
also it seems that managers of other stores are 
being killed off. In nonstop prose, Gunk Baby takes 
aim at orientalism and the Zen movement, violence, 
fashion, and middle-class boredom. 

About the Author
Jamie Marina Lau (劉劍冰) is a 22-year-old 
writer and musician from Melbourne. Her debut 
novel Pink Mountain on Locust Island won the 
2018 Melbourne Prize for Literature’s Readings 
Residency Award, was shortlisted for the 2019 
Stella Prize, the 2019 New South Wales Premier’s 
Literary Awards and the Readings Prize for New 
Australian Fiction, and was longlisted for the ALS 
Gold Medal. Pink Mountain on Locust Island will be 
published by Coffee House Press in 2020.  

ARTWORK:  Michelle Pereira illo 
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BIG BEAUTIFUL 
FEMALE THEORY  
Eloise Grills

Literary/Memoir/
Illustrated

ISBN: 9781925704297

PUBLICATION DATE: 2020

RIGHTS HELD: World

PHOTO CREDIT: Leah Jing McIntosh

https://browbooks.com/eloise-grills
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The long-awaited debut work from writer and illustrator Eloise Grills. 

A glorious expansion of her winning piece from the 2018 Prize for Experimental 
Nonfiction, Big Beautiful Female Theory is an illustrated lyric essay that binds 
slogans, memoir, history, poetry, fiction, critical theory, pop culture, fat theory, art 
criticism, sex and a befuddling procession of acronyms to defy the ways in society 
polices, manages, and dehumanises bodies. 
 
“Big Beautiful Female Theory glides between layers of self, between voices, the way 
in which it embraces multiple registers and threads them together into an almost 
living collage. This sort of formal experimentation is closer to the experience of 
being alive than literary nonfiction, for me, at least. I’m interested in the idea of 
the “literary quilting” wherein bits of life and ephemera are stitched together in 
a textual/visual form. I’m especially interested in the ways this form can echo 
outsider art, crafts and art forms used to tell stories embraced by those repressed 
by white cis heteronormative patriarchy. When I was writing this, this creative/
critical work about the sexy everyday tragedy of living in a body, especially 
a woman’s body, especially a fat woman’s body, I wanted to ask, through art, 
through text through experimental: how can one dissemble discourse from 
within that very same discourse? How can you write the self from within the 
self.”
—Eloise Grills 

About the Author
Eloise Grills is an award-winning visual essayist, a poet, educator and memoir 
editor for Scum Magazine. She was awarded the 2018 Woollahra Digital 
Literary Prize for Nonfiction for her Scum Magazine column ‘Diary of a 
Post-Teenage Girl’ and 2018 Prize for Experimental Nonfiction. She was a 
finalist for the 2018 Walkleys Awards, and was a finalist for the 2018 Subbed 
In Chapbook Prize. Eloise is a current Felix Meyer Scholar and was a Wheeler 
Centre Hot Desk Fellow in 2016. Her debut comics chapbook, Sexy Female 
Murderesses, was published by Glom Press.
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VIETNAMATTA 
Stephen Pham

Essays/Nonfiction

ISBN: 9781925704310

PUBLICATION DATE: 2020

RIGHTS HELD: World

PHOTO CREDIT: Leah Jing McIntosh

https://browbooks.com/stephen-pham
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Vietnamatta is a collection of autobiographical 
fiction, nonfiction and criticism that explores life 
in and around post-gangland Cabramatta, a suburb 
in Western Sydney. It includes pieces on Flannery 
O’Connor, hardstyle, The Fast and the Furious, Carly 
Rae Jepsen, and bitter melon, each and all of which 
interrogate how aesthetic taste, trauma, love, desire, 
and culture are shaped by broader questions of class, 
race, masculinities, and geography.

“Being functionally illiterate in Vietnamese, I’ve always 
felt the question of authenticity hanging over me. It 
is as if every word of English I’ve learnt was at the 
expense of a Vietnamese one. I viewed myself more as 
a leaking receptacle of culture than as an agent shaping 
and defining it. I have since learnt to embrace the 
hyphen in ‘Vietnamese-Australian’, viewing myself as 
a hybrid, something new, rather than one or the other. 

Reframing culture in this way minimises the presence 
of authenticity built around cultural practices and 
knowledge, which can be obtained by anyone with 
enough time and wealth anyhow. Authenticity is a 
fraught concept in a cultural landscape shaped by 
White Australia’s commitment to eradicating the 
cultural practices and knowledge of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, namely in the ongoing 
Stolen Generation. So it’s imperative for me to think 
about connections to cultures in a different way, if 
only by complicating notions of authenticity.”
—Stephen Pham

About the Author
Stephen Pham is a Vietnamese-Australian writer 
from Cabramatta. He is an original member of 
SWEATSHOP Writers’ Collective. His essays and 
fiction have appeared in The Lifted Brow, Sydney Review 
of Books, Griffith Review, Overland, and Meanjin. In 
2018 Stephen received the NSW Writer’s Fellowship 
from Create NSW to work on his debut manuscript 
Vietnamatta.
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CAPITALISM 
MAKES ME SICK! 
Nicky Minus

Graphic memoir/nonfiction

ISBN: 9781925704334

PUBLICATION DATE: 2020

RIGHTS HELD: World

https://browbooks.com/nicky-minus
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A creative non-fiction graphic work, blending memoir, pastiche and satire 
to interrogate the machinations that uphold and enforce political power 
in society. It’s about shame and call-out culture, misogyny and feminism, 
class antagonism and corporate power – all situated within my firsthand 
experiences. It’s an artistic response to political issues pertinent to Western 
societies, including activism in local communities and the corrupt practices of 
elected institutions and officials. 

Capitalism Makes Me Sick! humorously critiques the role of the individual under 
capitalism as well as the structures that enable capitalist hegemony. The book 
oscillates between being a critical self-examination of the repercussions of the 
author’s own actions, after she spat on a politician at a rally and was publicly 
vilified by the nation’s media, and a wider look at the elements and forces 
within society that govern and shape our lives under capitalism.

About the Author
Nicky Minus is currently a recipient of an Australia Council for the Arts grant for 
their debut graphic novel Capitalism Makes Me Sick!, which is to be published by 
Brow Books in 2020. They are active within the union movement collaborating 
on graphics, banners and workshops to support workers and left-wing causes.
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ANAMNESIS, 
OR A BOOK 
NO LONGER 
DISCUSSED 
TODAY 
André Dao

Fiction/Literary

ISBN: 9781925704358

PUBLICATION DATE: 2021

RIGHTS HELD: World

PHOTO CREDIT: Leah Jing McIntosh
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In Ho Chi Minh City, an old man is imprisoned 
without charge or trial by the revolutionary 
government. A young man—the same man, by some 
reckonings—leaves home to join the revolution. 
How can this be? 

In Hanoi, then in Paris, a woman spends her time 
waiting – waiting for her husband to return, 
waiting for God to appear, waiting for her life to 
begin. But life has already begun – children to be 
raised, bread to be put on the table, letters to Heads 
of State to be written. How can this be?

Later, in the suburbs of Melbourne, a grandson 
learns the family story. Later, in a small apartment 
in Paris he hears what he didn’t learn. Later, at 
the University of Cambridge, relocated with his 
young family, he tries to start again. And in Anam, 
a phantom place, where the topography bends 
towards memory, he remembers books that have 
long since been forgotten.

Anamnesis, or A Book No Longer Discussed Today 
is a novel about the loss of one country, the 
remembering of another that has never existed, and 
the impossibility of ever redeeming the past.

About the Author
André Dao is a Melbourne-based writer and editor. 
His writing has appeared in The Lifted Brow, 
Meanjin, Griffith Review, The Monthly, Cordite, The 
Saturday Paper, New Philosopher, and elsewhere. 
He is the co-founder of Behind the Wire, the 
award-winning oral history project documenting 
the stories of the adults and children who have 
been detained by the Australian government after 
seeking asylum in Australia, and is a producer of the 
Walkley Award-winning podcast, The Messenger. 
He is also a member of the Manus Recording 
Project Collective, whose work has been exhibited 
in the Ian Potter Museum of Art, Melbourne and 
the City Gallery, Wellington.
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When her cousin dies, Mei abandons life in the city for 
his now-empty house in a small rural town. There she 
connects with their shared history, discovers her aunt’s 
secret love, and reflects on all she has left behind.
 
First published by Metonymy Press in Canada.
 
About the Author
jiaqing wilson-yang is a trans writer living in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada.  Small Beautyis her first novel and won 
the 2017 Lambda Literary Award for Transgender Fiction.  
 
Awards and Nominations
Winner of the 2016 Lambda Literary Awards prize for Best 
Transgender Fiction
Finalist for the Writers Trust of Canada Dayne Ogilvie Prize

SMALL 
BEAUTY
JIAQING 
WILSON-YANG

Fiction/Literary 
Paperback, 256p 
ISBN: 9781925704051 
RIGHTS HELD: ANZ

A transfixing and terrifying work by a wildly original new 
voice in global literature. Plumbing the depths of language 
to excavate the relationship between author and character, 
this story about the fragility of innocence and the power of 
memory quickly transforms into an unsettling and exquisite 
meditation on art and cruelty.

First published in the UK by Tilted Axis Press and in the US by 
Graywolf Press.
 
About the Author
Han Yujoo was born in Seoul in 1982. Her debut novel 
The Impossible Fairytale is her first work translated into 
English, published by Graywolf in the USA and by Tilted 
Axis Press in the UK. She is also the author of the short-
story collections To the Moon, Book of Ice, and My Left Hand 
the King, My Right Hand the King’s Scribe. She won the 
Hankook Ilbo Literary Award in 2009. 

THE 
IMPOSSIBLE 
FAIRYTALE 
HAN YUJOO
(translated by Janet Hong)

Fiction/Literary 
Paperback, 296p 
ISBN: 9781925704075 
RIGHTS HELD: ANZ

RIGHTS 
ACQUISITIONS

https://browbooks.com/shop/small-beauty-first-jiaqing-wilson-yang
https://browbooks.com/shop/the-impossible-fairytale-han-yujoo
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The first novel by a Thai woman to appear in English 
outside of Thailand. A book equal parts melancholic and 
exuberant, by an author with a knack for finding the gap 
between who we are and who we’d like to be.

When five-year-old Kampol’s father tells him to sit on the 
kerb and await his return, the confused boy does  as he’s 
told. He waits and waits, until eventually he realises  his 
father may not be coming back.  In his parents’ absence, 
Kampol is adopted by the community and raised on 
rotation by the local adults.

About the Author
Duanwad Pimwana is a major voice in contemporary 
Thai literature. She won Southeast Asia’s most 
prestigious literary prize, the S.E.A. Write Award, in 
2003 for her novel Bright and she is also the recipient of 
awards from PEN International Thailand among others. 
Acclaimed for her subtle fusing of magic realism with 
Thai urban culture, she has published nine books. 

BRIGHT
DUANWAD PIMWANA
(translated by Mui 

Poopoksakul)

 

Fiction/Literary 
Paperback, 208p 
ISBN: 9781925704174 
RIGHTS HELD: ANZ

This Young Monster is a hallucinatory celebration of artists 
who raise hell, transform their bodies, anger their elders 
and show their audience dark, disturbing things. What 
does it mean to be a freak? Why might we be wise to 
think of the present as a time of monstrosity? And how 
does the concept of the monster irradiate our thinking 
about queerness, disability, children and adolescents? 

From Twin Peaks to Leigh Bowery, Harmony Korine to 
Alice in Wonderland, This Young Monster gets high on a 
whole range of riotous art as its voice and form shape-
shift, all in the name of dealing with the strange wonders 
of what Nabokov once called ‘monsterhood’. Ready or 
not, here they come...

About the Author
Charlie Fox is a writer who lives in London. His work 
has appeared in Artforum, The New York Times, frieze and 
many other publications. He was born in 1991.

THIS YOUNG 
MONSTER 
CHARLIE FOX 
(introduction by Adam Curley)

 

Nonfiction/Essays 
Paperback, 288p 
ISBN: 9781925704143 
RIGHTS HELD: ANZ

https://browbooks.com/shop/bright-duanwad-pimwana
https://browbooks.com/shop/this-young-monster
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The longest-running regular column in quarterly 
magazine The Lifted Brow, the ‘Law School’ column 
has been offering stern warnings, enthusiastic 
encouragement and sage (and not-so-sage) wisdom to 
desperate lovers and sexual adventurists alike in every 
issue of our magazine since 2011. This collection brings 
the best of ‘Law School’ out of the shadows of the 
literary back pages and into an excruciatingly funny and 
semi- explicit illustrated book of advice you never knew 
you needed.

Hilarious, rude and surprisingly heart-warming, Law 
School covers the practical and ethical dilemmas of sex and 
relationships from two generational and cultural perspectives 
. 
About the Authors
Benjamin Law and Jenny Phang are the hilarious 
mother-son advice duo who are behind the long-running 
‘agony aunt’-style sex and relationship column ‘Law 
School’. 

LAW SCHOOL: 
SEX AND 
RELATIONSHIP 
ADVICE FROM 
BENJAMIN LAW 
AND HIS MUM 
JENNY PHANG 

Nonfiction/Illustrated 
Hardback, 140p 
ISBN: 9780994606846 
RIGHTS HELD: World

The Best of The Lifted Brow: Volume Two celebrates five 
more years of the most idiosyncratic literary journal from 
Australia. The  anthology includes essays on queer life, 
Aboriginal history, and the  adult industry, as well as fiction 
that rewrites the Australian literary  canon and poetry from 
some of the world’s best.

Volume Two  features  distinguished names from Australia 
and the world, such as Fiona Wright,  Eileen Myles, Paola 
Balla, Peter Polites, Margo Lanagan, Upulie  Divisekera, 
Darren Hanlon, Ryan O’Neill, and Margaret Atwood.

Volume Two is a follow-up to The Best of The Lifted Brow: 
Volume One (2013) which collected the best work from the 
first five years of The Lifted Brow magazine.

THE BEST OF THE 
LIFTED BROW: 
VOLUME TWO

Paperback  
320 pages 
ISBN: 9780994606860 
RIGHTS HELD: World

OTHER TITLES RIGHTS AVAILABLE: World (Excluding ANZ)

https://browbooks.com/shop/law-school-ben-law-jenny-phang
https://browbooks.com/shop/best-of-the-lifted-brow-volume-two
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A collection of non-fiction pieces from more than 20 
contributors that explores women’s range of experiences 
with sport and sporting culture in Australia.

Focusing on a critically under-represented part of 
Australian culture—specifically the myriad ways non-
male participants negotiate the traditionally male 
spectacle of athleticism—this collection interrogates the 
way sporting bodies and achievements are portrayed in 
Australian media and culture.

The pieces in the book take literary, historical, narrative, 
critical, experimental and personal approaches to their 
subject matter, as well as several that make use of 
reportage and interviews. Topics include:
• the sexualisation of women in surfing culture;
• the marginalisation of women in boxing;
• feminine performativity in ballet;
• life as an AFL spectator.

BALANCING 
ACTS:  
WOMEN IN 
SPORT 
EDITED BY JUSTIN WOLFERS 
WITH ERIN RILEY

Nonfiction/Essays 
Paperback, 344p 
ISBN: 9781925704020 
RIGHTS HELD: World

This edited collection guides the reader through the 
highs and lows of the Australian marriage equality 
postal vote. Combining serious scholarship, humour, 
manifestos, and simple tales of childhood, readers are 
flung into the emotional melting pot that constitutes a 
definitive turning point in Australian queer histories. 
These feelings are sticky and sometimes traumatic, 
but there is also catharsis in this compilation. This is 
also a counter-archive, one that consciously amplifies 
some of the voices that were drowned out by dominant 
campaigns, including those that questioned the value 
of marriage as a patriarchal institution or resisted the 
‘we are just like you’ discourses that obscured complex 
families and queer ways of loving.
 
“It’s an intersectional approach to queer liberation – filled 
with voices so clear and strong they counterbalance any 
temptation the white homosexual male might have to 
unfurl the ‘mission accomplished’ banner.”
Paul Karp, The Guardian

GOING POSTAL:  
MORE THAN 
‘YES’ OR ‘NO’
 
EDITED BY QUINN EADES AND 
SON VIVIENNE

Nonfiction/Essays 
Paperback, 304p 
ISBN: 9781925704112 
RIGHTS HELD: World

https://browbooks.com/shop/balancing-acts
https://browbooks.com/shop/going-postal
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