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Young Adult

Awards won by Eileen Merriman

A Trio of Sophies
Eileen Merriman

Pub date: March 2020
Format: 288pp – 128mm x 198mm
Rights held: World
Rights sold previous title:
Pieces of You: Turkey (Indigo Kitap)

The last time I saw Sophie A, she was kissing
James Bacon. She could have any guy she
wanted, but she was kissing an English teacher
who was eight years older than her.
Right back when Sophie MacKenzie started
primary school, she was befriended by Sophie
Twiggs and Sophie Abercrombie. Although they
developed different interests, the threesome
have stuck together through high school. But
now Sophie Abercrombie is not just The prettiest
Sophie, she is also The missing Sophie. As
Sophie MacKenzie confides to her diary, Sophie
A went missing sixty-four days ago and, despite
police investigation, she has not been found.
The Trio of Sophies is no more.
EILEEN MERRIMAN works full–time as
a consultant haematologist. Her writing
has appeared in a number of national and
international journals and anthologies,
including Smokelong Quarterly, The Island
Review, Literary Orphans, the Bath Short Story
Award Anthology 2015, the Sunday Star-Times,
F(r)iction, takahē, Headland and Flash Frontier.
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Pieces of You: 2018 Storylines Notable –
Young Adult

•

Catch Me When You Fall: Shortlisted, New
Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young
Adults

•

Runner-up, 2018 Sunday Star-Times story
Story Award

•

Third place, 2014-2016 Sunday Star-Times
Short Story Award

•

Second place, 2015 Bath Flash Fiction Award

•

Commended, 2015 Bath Short Story
Competition

•

First Place, 2015 Graeme Lay Short Story
Competition

Praise for previous titles

Mystery and unsettling revelations keep up
the suspense in this page-turning novel.

MARCH 2019

•

‘Eileen Merriman’s debut YA novel, Pieces of
You, is the kind of book you want to read in one
sitting because it is so breathtakingly good. It
is like a globe artichoke: sweet, layered, bitter
. . . this is an acute reading experience. It feels
utterly real. It does not smudge the tough stuff.
It is kaleidoscopic in both emotion and everyday
detail. Detail that animates the lives of two teens
. . . Eileen writes with such a flair for dialogue,
for family circumstances, for teenage struggles
and joys. This is the kind of book that will stay
at the front of my mind all week and longer – I
recommend it highly.’ – POETRY SHELF
‘Pieces of You . . . could well become one of the
biggest local YA books of the year. It’s intelligent,
literate-chapter headings reference classical
and contemporary books-without becoming too
scholarly. It’s pertinent, witty when it needs to be,
thought-provoking and relatable.’
– NEW ZEALAND HERALD
‘My best pick for 2018 for young adults, the
standout for me was Catch Me When You Fall
. . . it’s kind of heart-wrenching and really real
and quirky and a great teen read for girls and
boys.’ – RADIO NEW ZEALAND

JANUARY 2018
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Young Adult

Hello Strange
Pamela Morrow

Pub date: March 2020
Format: 384pp – 128mm x 198mm
Rights held: World

A moving love story for young adults,
starring a robot!
A vivid, fast-paced novel about artificial
emotional intelligence.
Since the death of their mother, Hunter, Millie
and Coel have come unstuck. Their father is not
coping either, even though he’s the successful
head of BIOlogic and is developing a humanoid
to enhance human lives.
He brings home Josie, the latest humanoid
prototype, hoping she might restore the family’s
happiness. But Josie took a blast during an epic
electrical storm and her system is unstable.

In spite of ambitions to be a Music Composer/
Quantum Physicist/Geneticist/Knower of
Everything Knowable, PAMELA MORROW is
a part-time Visual Effects Artist and part-time
writer. She began tertiary education in New
Zealand in the eighties, starting a degree in
Horticultural Science at Massey University, but
ended up with a BA in Music and Media Studies
from La Trobe University and a Masters in Film,
TV and Media Studies from the University of
Auckland, where she also took a scriptwriting
paper. Hello Strange is her first publication.

Sales Points
•

A moving human story, starring androids!

•

Explores ideas of family dysfunction and
teenage difficulties but through a refreshing
device.

•

Makes the reader think about what will
be the same and what different about the
future, about the ethics of computers in our
lives and about processing grief and the
nature of love.

Meanwhile, Professor Bishop and his enigmatic
student Gwin Tang have their own ominous
plans for Josie . . .
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Middle Grade - New Series

Derek Dool Supercool 1:
Bust a Move

Adrian Beck and Scott Edgar (illus.)
Pub date: March 2020
Format: 208pp – 190mm x 150mm
Rights held: World

Think of the COOLEST, FUNNIEST, most
HANDSOME kid in school and times it by a
gazillion and you have DEREK DILBERT DOOL.
At least he thinks so . . . Pity he’s the only one.

Life’s tough when your name’s Derek. You’re
destined to be uncool. But Derek is determined
to find something – anything – that will change
that. He’s sick of being picked last in PE, of not
being invited to parties, and of all the cool kids
using his freckles as dot-to-dot challenges.
Derek is going to find something that will make
him SUPERCOOL and nothing is going to stop
him.
ADRIAN BECK is the Executive Producer of
the number one children’s show in Australia,
Kids’ WB. He has also worked on shows such
as Prank Patrol, Who Wants To Be A Millionaire,
Carols by Candlelight, The Footy Show, The
Logie Awards and Postcards. Adrian is the
author of the popular Kick it to Nick series, a
collaboration with AFL Hall of Famer Shane
Crawford, Dale in the Stuff Happens series and
the bestselling Alien Zoo series.
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DEREK DOOL
SUPERCOOL
BOOK 2
COMING
AUGUST
2020

After a childhood steeped in role playing games,
comic books and getting in trouble for drawing
lizard warriors in the margins of exam papers,
SCOTT EDGAR has gone on to a career in the
creative arts which has taken him through
theatre, music, comedy, games, radio and
television. But he always finds his way back to
his first love of drawing lizard warriors in the
margins of exam papers.
Scott studied Design at Monash University
before running off to join the circus (aka Theatre
Production degree at the Victorian College of the
Arts).
Scott works in the comics, games and children’s
book space. He works primarily digitally. Scott
is also a writer for games and animation, for
studios such as the Cartoon Network and
Ubisoft games.

Sales Points
•

A hilarious series in the vein of Diary of
a Wimpy Kid, Middle School, Weirdo and
Timmy Failure.

•

Adrian Beck is the producer of Kids’ WB and
his profile as an author is growing. He is now
one of the Dymocks Children’s Charities
ambassadors along with Jacqueline Harvey
and Sally Rippin.

•

Highly illustrated in a fun and energetic
style.

•

The perfect series for any kid (or parent)
that’s ever tried to be cool!
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Middle Grade – New Series

About The Besties series:
Ruby and Oliver are impossible to resist – these two funny, sweet kids and their adventures
are perfectly pitched at emerging readers. Ruby’s vivacious personality and hilarious musical
performances and Oliver’s amazing comics and cheeky sense of humour will charm readers.
Rarely do you see a junior series that hits the mark so perfectly for boys and girls, keen readers and
reluctant readers. These stories feature bold, fun illustrations on every page and each book includes
jokes, a ukulele song with how-to-play instructions and a four-page comic.

The Besties to the Rescue

The Besties Show and Smell

Pub date: January 2020
Format: 80pp – 129mm x 198mm
Rights held: World

Pub date: January 2020
Format: 80pp – 129mm x 198mm
Rights held: World

Oliver and Ruby have been besties forever . . .

Oliver and Ruby have been besties forever . . .

Oliver is trying to record Ruby’s awesome
trampoline flips in slow-mo, but he captures
something else too. Cutie Pie, the cat from next
door, is pouncing on a bird’s nest! The baby bird
is too young to fly.

Ruby is so looking forward to Show and Tell, but
the teacher is away and it looks like she’ll miss
out. Plus, the besties won’t get to see what Zac’s
talent is – it’s bound to be really funny and gross!

Felice Arena and Tom Jellett (illus.)

Felice Arena and Tom Jellett (illus.)

Can they turn a very bad day into the very best?

Will the besties be the best bird-parents ever?

The Besties Party On

The Besties Make a Splash

Pub date: May 2020
Format: 80pp – 129mm x 198mm
Rights held: World

Pub date: May 2020
Format: 80pp – 129mm x 198mm
Rights held: World

Oliver and Ruby have been besties forever . . .

Oliver and Ruby have been besties forever . . .

Felice Arena and Tom Jellett (illus.)

It’s Ruby’s birthday and she’s going to have the
most amazing party. Ruby and Oliver decide to
try out all the games before anyone else gets
there. It’s too good!
How will the real party ever compete with the
besties’ practise party?

Felice Arena and Tom Jellett (illus.)

Oliver and Ruby love going to the beach –
swimming in the surf, wading in the rockpools
and eating ice-cream! And it gets even better
when their funny friend Zac and the coolest girl
in school turn up.
But what if your bestie is having more fun with
someone else?

FELICE ARENA is one of Australia’s best-loved children’s writers. He is the author and creator of
many popular and award-winning children’s books for all ages, including the acclaimed historical
adventures The Boy and the Spy and Fearless Frederic, the bestselling Specky Magee books and the
popular Andy Roid and Sporty Kids series.
TOM JELLETT’s picture books with Justine Clarke and Arthur Baysting, The Gobbledygook is Eating
a Book and The Gobbledygook and the Scribbledynoodle have been Australian bestsellers. His many
other acclaimed books include Why I Love Footy and Why I Love Summer with Michael Wagner and
the Sporty Kids series with Felice Arena.
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Middle Grade - New Series
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2020

Edie’s Experiments 1:
How to Make Friends
Charlotte Barkla

Pub date: February 2020
Format: 240pp – 129mm x 198mm
Rights held: World

A new school, a classroom full of potential new
friends and a science kit. What could possibly go
wrong?

SANDY FLETT is an illustrator and author who
loves to create cartoons and kooky characters.
Sandy has illustrated middle grade children’s
books The Edie Experiments and Juno Jones,
and is the creator and presenter of the
internationally successful children’s drawing
channel on YouTube, Sandy Flett’s Kids Art
School.

Sales Points
•

From debut author Charlotte Barkla, this is
a fun yet warm-hearted first book in a new
series about being yourself and making
friends – and what happens when your best
efforts to fit in go horribly wrong.

•

This series combines laughs with science,
with hilarious results.

•

Shout out to all the girls who love science!
This author and illustrator team has serious
cred when it comes to STEM – author
Charlotte is a civil engineer and high school
physics teacher, and illustrator Sandy is an
occupational therapist.

•

Themes and trends: fitting in, science,
friendship, family, identity, experiments,
STEM, STEAM, science is cool, The Big Bang
Theory, slime craze.

Edie Butler loves science.
Her favourite thing is to try new experiments
with her best friend Winnie. But when Edie and
her family move to the other side of the city and
she has to start at a new school, everything
changes.
Can Edie make new friends by showing her
classmates how much she loves all things
scientific and experimental? Or will her attempts
to win over her classmates with a slime surprise
go horribly wrong?
Edie learns that making friends isn’t an exact
science.
CHARLOTTE BARKLA is an Adelaide-based
writer who has worked as a civil engineer,
physics teacher and full-time butler/chef/
servant (to her two young children). She now
writes children’s books.
As well as dreaming up funny stories over a cup
of coffee, Charlotte’s favourite things include
autumn leaves, family bike rides and travel.
The first two books in her debut middle grade
series will be published in 2020 under the Puffin
imprint.
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Middle Grade - New Series

League of Llamas 1: The Golden
Llama

League of Llamas 2: Llama
Impossible

Aleesah Darlison

Aleesah Darlison

Pub date: March 2020
Format: 128pp – 129mm x 198mm
Rights held: World

Pub date: March 2020
Format: 128pp – 129mm x 198mm
Rights held: World

Forget finding the elusive Fortnite llama or taming
your Minecraft llama – 2020 is the year of the
League of Llamas!

High-action, high-adventure and high-humour –
the League of Llamas series is perfect for fans of
Diary of a Minecraft Zombie and The Bad Guys.

The League of Llamas (LOL) are a group of
secret llama agents and they’re on a mission
to save the world – if only Agent 0011 Phillipe
Llamar could stop looking in the mirror at
his luxurious fringe and Agent 0013 Lloyd
Llamanator could resist the temptation to eat
everything in his path! There’s also the thieving
General Bottomburp to contend with and a
mysterious lady llama in red.

A train speeding out of control, a bold bank
robbery and a dazzling diamond heist – trouble
is afoot in New Llama City! Luckily, the League
of Llamas’ top agents, Phillipe and Lloyd, are on
the case. And luckily for them, Mama Llama and
agent Elloise Llamaresky are on their cases to
make sure the job actually gets done.

Can Phillipe and Lloyd foil the evil plans of
Bottomburp and his badger henchmen? The
fate of the Llama Republic’s most prized relic,
the Golden Llama, depends on it!
ALEESAH DARLISON is a multi-published,
award-winning Australian author. She has
written over twenty picture books and novels
for boys and girls of all ages. Her story
themes promote the concepts of courage,
understanding, anti-bullying, love, self-belief,
friendship and teamwork. Her books include
Spider Iggy, Little Meerkat, Puggle’s Problem,
Warambi, Little Good Wolf, Ash Rover and the
Unicorn Riders Series. When Aleesah isn’t
creating entertaining and enchanting stories
for children, she’s usually looking after her four
energetic children or taking her frisky dog, Floyd,
for long walks on the beach.
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Is the odious badger General Bottomburp to
blame? Or could there be a new kingpin in town?
After all, every secret agent should know that
appearances can be deceiving!

Sales Points
•

Llamas are trending! They can be found in
the most popular children’s video games,
Fortnite and Minecraft, and in toys, apparel
and stationery across the world.

•

While there are various llama-themed
humour and gift books, this will be the first
llama fiction series for children.

•

The writing is clever, funny and packed
with llama puns. The short chapters with
breakout fonts and illustrations will ensure
the series appeals to all levels of readers
aged 7-11.

•

Perfect for readers of series such as Diary of
A Minecraft Zombie, The Bad Guys and Real
Pigeons.
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Middle Grade - New Series
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Nelson 1: Pumpkins and Aliens
Andrew Levins and Katie Kear (illus.)
Pub date: April 2020
Format: 192pp – 182mm x 130mm
Rights held: World

Meet Nelson . . . he’s an ordinary kid, just like
you. Everyone thinks he’s shy but, really, he’s just
bored.

As a child, her favourite memories always
involved reading. Whether it was reading her
first picture books with her mother before bed,
and imagining new stories for the characters, or
as an older child reading chapter books into the
night, she remembers always having a love for
books! This is what made her pursue her career
in illustration.

Nelson hates vegetables. He hates the smell
them, he hates the look of them. Most of all, he
hates eating them.

In her spare time she loves drawing, adventures
in nature, chocolate, stationery, the smell of
cherries and finding new inspirational artists!

But what if they gave him superpowers?
Superpowers he needs when an alien race he
made up in class yesterday swoops into town
and holds his school hostage, threatening to eat
his teacher . . .

Sales Points

Nelson is a brand-new series from DJ, food writer,
TEDx speaker, charity founder and all-round funny
guy, Andrew Levins.

ANDREW LEVINS has been a DJ since he was
a teenager, and a food writer for almost as
long. He cut his teeth as one of the inaugural
DJs on FBi radio, plays most major Australian
music festivals and hosts the longest-running
hip-hop night in Sydney. His articles have been
published by the Sydney Morning Herald, ABC
Life, VICE, SBS, The Good Food Guide and Time
Out. In 2007 he co-founded the youth music
charity Heaps Decent (with Diplo and Nina
Las Vegas), and in 2009 he was named one of
Sydney’s 100 Most Influential People by the
Sydney Morning Herald. Since then he’s had
two kids, run a successful restaurant, released a
cookbook and started no less than five podcasts.
The Nelson series are his first books for children.
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KATIE KEAR is a young British illustrator and
has been creating artwork for as long as she
can remember. She loves creating new worlds
and characters, and hopes to spread joy and
happiness with her illustrations!

•

Our audience is reading, or have just
finished reading, Hey Jack! and Billie B
Brown, and are looking for a stepping stone
to Ninja Kid or our Tom Weekly and Mr
Bambuckle series.

•

Taps into the need for fun, engaging stories
for beginner readers (both boys and girls).

•

Highly designed with an easy-to-read layout,
funny pictures as well as actual photographs
with two-colour internals! Packaged in a cutdown C, a unique format for junior fiction.·

•

Andrew is a stay-at-home dad who works
as a freelance writer and DJ. He’s great
with kids and used to running children’s
workshops through his charity, Heaps
Decent. He used to be an FBi radio host, has
performed a TEDx talk and currently hosts
three podcasts.
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Middle Grade - Stand Alone
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HEATH MCKENZIE is an award winning
Melbourne-based author and illustrator who
specialises in stylised digital illustrations
(aiming to make them look as non-digital as
possible). He has written and illustrated 15
picture books and illustrated a whole lot more
across numerous forms of print media.

Nit Boy

•

One of Tristan Bancks’ first published series
is back in print with an exciting two-booksin-one edition.

•

The main character of Nit Boy, Lewis Snow,
is known to fans of Tristan’s Tom Weekly
series, and Nit Boy includes a sneak peek
from the Tom Weekly story ‘Revenge of
the Nits’, to help new readers discover the
bestselling Tom Weekly series!

•

It’ll make you laugh. It’ll make you cry. It’ll make
you itch.

Hilarious illustrations by Heath McKenzie,
illustrator of A Banana is a Banana.

•

Meet Lewis. He’s had nits pretty much his entire
life. Thousands of them. His teachers and his
mum want to shave his head, but Lewis has had
nits for so long that he sees them as his pets.

Like Tristan’s Tom Weekly series, this is a
weird-funny-gross series for readers aged 8
to 11.

•

Everyone can relate to a nit story. Did you
know that up to 30 per cent of primary
school-aged kids get infected each year
with head lice? A female louse can lay up
between 3 and 8 eggs a day, or 90 eggs a
month. Yikes!

Tristan Bancks and Heath McKenzie
(illus.)
Pub date: April 2020
Format: 288pp – 129mm x 198mm
Rights held: World
Rights sold previous title: Tom Weekly series
Books 1-2 Russia (AST Publishers), Books 1-3 Brazil
(Editora Fundamento), Turkey (Epsilon Yayincilik), Books
1-4 China Zhejiang Literature & Art Publishing house)

Meanwhile, in the dense forest on Lewis’s head,
Ned, the first ever jumping louse, has just been
born. Nits are poised to take over the town, the
country, the world!
Two Nit Boy stories in one book!
TRISTAN BANCKS tells stories for the page and
screen. His books for kids and teens include Two
Wolves, The Fall, Detention and the Tom Weekly
series. Two Wolves won Honour Book in the 2015
Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards
and was shortlisted for the Prime Minister’s
Literary Awards. The Fall was a CBCA Notable
Book and shortlisted for the Adelaide Festival
Awards for Literature. Tristan’s books have also
been recognised in multiple children’s choice
awards. Tristan is a writer-ambassador for
literacy charity Room to Read. He is currently
working with producers to develop several of his
books for the screen. He’s excited by the future
of storytelling and inspiring others to create. You
can find out more about Tristan’s books, play
games, watch videos, chat to the author and
help him try to change the world at
www.tristanbancks.com.
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Sales Points

Awards for Tristan Bancks
Two Wolves
•

Winner – Young Australians Best Book
Awards (YABBA)

•

Winner – Kids Own Australian Literature
Awards Children’s Choice Awards

•

Honour Book – 2015 Children’s Book Council
of Australia Awards.

•

Shortlisted – 2015 Prime Minister’s Literary
Awards.

The Fall
•

Winner – Young Australians Best Book
Awards (YABBA)

•

Winner – Kids Own Australian Literature
Awards Children’s Choice Awards

•

Shortlisted – 2018 Adelaide Festival Awards
for Literature

•

Notable – Children’s Book Council of
Australia Awards
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Picture Book

Beetle and Boo
Caitlin Murray

Pub date: February 2020
Format: 24pp – 250mm x 240mm
Rights held: World

Beetle is brave. Beetle is boastful. Boo is going to
test her claims.

Sales Points
•

For readers aged 3+.

•

A fresh take on the theme of common
childhood fears.

•

A delightful depiction of a teasing but goodnatured friendship.

•

Simple, funny and accessible text, perfect
for the younger picture book audience, with
a character-driven story.

Beetle says that she’s not scared of anything!
But surely everyone is scared of something?
Can Boo find out what Beetle is really scared of?
CAITLIN MURRAY spent the majority of
her childhood in Victoria’s Western District,
where the country air suited her allergies
and the horses suited her teenage dreams.
She completed a Bachelor of Education at
Melbourne University, studied Gold and
Silversmithing at RMIT, studied Milinery and
finally realised that illustration was where she
should have been all along. She completed a
Diploma of Illustration in 2002 at NMIT (now
Melbourne Polytechnic)
Caitlin spent ten years in the fashion industry
designing prints and graphics for some of
Australia’s largest retailers before returning
to the non-garment world of illustration in
2014. These days, when she’s not writing and
illustrating children’s books, Caitlin creates for
Melbourne Toy Company Tiger Tribe.
Caitlin’s books include Beetle and Boo, The
Missing Treasure and The Medical Emergency.
She has also illustrated Something For Fleur by
Catherine Pelosi and Diary of a Pregnant Dad by
Robert Wilcher.

Caitlin also creates greeting cards, toys and
products and books and colouring sets.
See all of her amazing work at her website:
caitlinmurryillustration.com
10
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Picture Book
While warm and classic, her style has a
unique quality that renders her work instantly
recognisable. The pathos of her characters is
a joy to behold, and her work has deservedly
captured international attention and a swag
of awards and nominations. These include the
prestigious Kate Greenaway Medal (2010), which
is the UK’s most prestigious award for children’s
illustration, and the CBCA Picture Book of the
Year Award – Early Childhood (2007).

MEM FOX’S PRH
TITLES HAVE
SOLD OVER
2.2 MILLION
COPIES
IN AUSTRALIA
AND NEW
ZEALAND!

Her recent books are Maudie and Bear (2010),
Harry and Hopper (2009), Her Mother’s Face
(2009) and Amy and Louis (2006). The Tiny Star
is Freya’s second book with Penguin Random
House Australia.

The Tiny Star

Mem Fox and Freya Blackwood (illus.)
Pub date: October 2019
Format: 32pp – 285mm x 235mm
Rights held: World
Rights sold previous titles: Where is the Green Sheep?:
United Kingdom (Chrysalis Children’s Books), Russia
(Sonoon Jer), Brazil (Saber e Ler Editoria), China (Dolphin
Media), Taiwan (Ecus Publishing House), Korea (Booxen
Co), Japan (Ric Publications), Vietnam (Quang Van
Education), Israel (Modan Publishing), Audio (Bolinda)
Baby Bedtime: North America (Simon & Schuster)
Giraffe in the Bath: China (Dolphin Media)
Night Noises: Taiwan (Alvita Publishing Co)
Koala Lou: Audio (Bolinda)

A new book about the journey of life by bestselling
author Mem Fox, with heart-warming illustrations
by Freya Blackwood.

Once upon a time, a tiny star fell to earth and
turned into a baby.
The people who found it, loved it immediately.
MEM FOX has written over 38 books for adults
and children including Possum Magic, which
has sold over three million copies and is the
bestselling picture book ever in Australia. She
worked as an Associate Professor of Literacy
Studies in the School of Education at Flinders
University, South Australia for twenty–four years
and is now an international literacy consultant.
Mem’s books with Penguin Random House
include: Where is the Green Sheep?, Hunwick’s
Egg, A Particular Cow, Where The Giant Sleeps,
Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes, Hello Baby!,
The Goblin and the Empty Chair, A Giraffe in the
Bath and most recently Baby Bedtime.

Legends of Children’s
Literature – Australia
Post 2019
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FREYA BLACKWOOD is one of the most talented
children’s illustrators in the world today. Her
stunning and iconic illustrations perfectly
capture the warmth and complexity of growing
up.

Awards
Possum Magic
•

Winner, New South Wales Premier’s Literary
Awards – Ethel Turner Prize for Young
People’s Literature (1984)

•

Winner, Canberra’s Own Outstanding List
Award – Picture Book Award (1994)

Koala Lou
•

Shortlisted, KOALA Children’s Choice
Awards – Picture Book (1999)

•

Longlisted, KOALA Children’s Choice Awards
– Prize for Writing for Young Adults

Where is the Green Sheep?
•

Winner, KANGA Children’s Choice Awards –
Picture Story Books (2006)

•

Winner, KOALA Children’s Choice Awards –
Picture Story Books (2006)

•

Winner, YABBA Children’s Choice Awards –
Picture Story Books (2006)

•

Shortlisted, REAL Children’s Choice Awards
– Early Readers (2008)

•

Shortlisted, REAL Children’s Choice Awards
– Picture Story Books (2008)

•

Shortlisted, BILBY Children’s Choice Awards
– Early Readers (2008 & 2009)

Baby Bedtime
•

Shortlisted, CBCA Book of the Year Awards –
Early Childhood (2014)

•

Shortlisted, Speech Pathology Australia
Book of the Year Awards – Birth to 3 Years
(2014)

•

Shortlisted, WA Premier’s Book Awards –
Children’s Books (2014)

For Mem Fox
•

Winner, Dromkeen Medal (1990)

•

Winner, Australia Day Honours – Services to
the Cultural Life of Australia (1993)

•

Winner, Prime Minister’s Centenary Medal
(2003)

•

Shortlisted, Australian of the Year (2004)
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Picture Book

Little Hector and the Big Idea
Ruth Paul

Pub date: September 2019
Format: 24pp – 230mm x 215mm
Rights held: World
Rights sold previous title: I Am Jellyfish China (Beijing
Xiron Books)

In his second adventure, Little Hector takes
on a huge challenge – fishing nets and
plastic rubbish are endangering his beautiful
bay. The situation seems impossible when,
suddenly, the tiny dolphin has a big idea . . .
Little Hector schemes to stop his bay being
spoiled with bottles, bags, and dangerous
tangling nets in this sparkling sequel to Little
Hector and the Big Blue Whale.

Awards for Ruth Paul

Little Hector’s games with his friends keep
getting spoilt. When it’s not by dangling,
tangling fishing nets, it’s by a mess of plastic
trash. He wants to make the bay safe for all the
marine creatures to play in again – but how will
one little dolphin tackle such a BIG problem?

•

Winner, 2008 NZ Post Children’s Choice
picture book award, The King’s Bubbles

•

Finalist, 2012 NZ Post Book Awards, Stomp

•

Selected for the 2014 US Kid’s Indie Next List,
Bad Dog Flash

Find out what we can all do to help keep our
coastal waters beautiful and safe for Little
Hector and his friends in this delightful sequel
to Little Hector and the Big Blue Whale by Ruth
Paul, the award-winning author of I am Jellyfish.

•

Winner, 2019 Arts Foundation Mallinson
Rendel Illustration Laureate Award

SEPTEMBER 2018

12

RUTH PAUL lives in an off-grid, straw-bale
house on a farm just outside Wellington, New
Zealand. As well as writing and illustrating
children’s picture books, Ruth has worked as a
costume illustrator for Peter Jackson movies.
Ruth started writing and illustrating her own
picture books in 2004 and has created over
15 titles. Her books have sold in USA, Canada,
the UK, China and Korea, with translations in 5
languages. Her original picture book illustrations
have contributed to touring exhibitions for
Painted Stories (previously Te Tai Tamariki
Trust) and two are held in the prestigious Mazza
Collection at the University of Findlay, Ohio. In
2019, Ruth became an Arts Foundation Laureate,
receiving the Mallinson Rendel Illustration
Award.

Awards for I Am Jellyfish
•

Winner, 2018 New Zealand Book Awards for
Children and Young Adults, Best Picture
Book

•

Winner, 2018 Storylines Notable Picture
Book Award

•

Shortlisted, 2018 PANZ Book Design Awards,
Best Children’s Book

JANUARY 2018
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Picture Book

The First Christmas
Jess Racklyeft

Pub date: October 2019
Format: 32pp – 240 x 240
Rights held: World

A long time ago, in a country far away, a star shone
in the night sky and a baby boy was born . . .

The First Christmas perfectly captures the
wonder of the nativity and celebrates the
Christmas spirit of giving and togetherness. Full
of hope for the future and the joy of family, this is
a classic picture book to share, year after year.
JESS RACKLYEFT is the acclaimed creator of
cards, picture books, original paintings, prints
and all types of different client projects. She
worked in publishing sales for many years, but
now works full time as an artist and illustrator.
Recent awards include the CBCA Notable
Picture Book of the Year two years running.

Sales Points
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•

A quality nativity story for every family,
whether they are religious or just interested
in the origins of the celebration of
Christmas.

•

A simple retelling appropriate for children
aged 3–6 that sticks closely to the Nativity
story in the Bible, featuring two very
appealing little shepherds with a humble gift
to give to the child.

•

A classic but modern gift book with stunning
and illustrations.
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Picture Book

His picture book Sorry Day with Coral Vass was
published by the National Library of Australia
to coincide with National Sorry Day in May
2018, and won a 2019 CBCA award, along with
another book he illustrated, Black Cockatoo.

Sales Points
•

Rocky and Louie

Raewyn Caisley, Phillip Walleystack
and Dub Leffler (illust.)
Pub date: May 2020
Format: 32pp - 232mm x 291mm
Rights held: World

A heartfelt picture book about the bond between
two brothers and their special connection to
country.

Louie’s big brother, Rocky, has got big dreams
and has to chase them, but Louie, who thinks
that lying against a cool, flat rock feels like
resting his head against his mother’s chest,
needs to stay where he belongs . . .
RAEWYN CAISLEY was born in New Zealand but
has lived in Australia for the past twenty years,
in Fremantle, WA, with her husband Terry and
their son Jack. Raewyn is the author of books for
younger readers that include bestselling Aussie
Bites and Nibbles titles, and the picture books
Hello From Nowhere and Something Wonderful.
Hello From Nowhere won the 2015 SCBWI Crystal
Kite Award for Australia and New Zealand, was
shortlisted for the 2016 Adelaide Festival Awards
and the WA Young Readers Book Award, and
was a CBCA Notable Book in 2015. Something
Wonderful won the 2016 Speech Pathology
Australia Book of the Year Award, and was a 2017
CBCA Notable Book.
PHILLIP WALLEYSTACK is an internationally
renowned singer-songwriter and storyteller
inspired by the Noongar culture, taking
the traditional sounds of the didgeridoo,
boomerangs and tapping sticks and blending
them with contemporary instruments like the
cello, guitar and drums. Phil is passionate
about promoting reconciliation and diversity
though sharing stories of Noongar culture and
celebrating differences between cultures.
DUB LEFFLER is an acclaimed Indigenous
author-illustrator and recipient of a Robert
Ingpen mentorship for children’s book
illustration.
14

Rocky and Louie is a gorgeous story about
two Indigenous brothers: older brother
Rocky teaches younger Louie about
footy, but also about belonging and their
people’s traditions. When the time comes
for Rocky to leave for the city to follow his
dreams, Louie and his family make lots of
preparations to send him off and finally
Louie makes a boomerang to remind Rocky
that he will always return to the place where
he belongs. A moving exploration of identity
and belonging, illustrated by the wonderful,
award-winning Indigenous picture book
illustrator and creator, Dub Leffler.

Awards for Raewyn Caisley
Something Wonderful
•

Winner – Speech Pathology Book of the Year
Award

•

Shortlisted – New South Wales Premier’s
Literary Awards

•

Shortlisted – Patricia Wrightson Award

•

Notable– Children’s Book Council Awards

Hello From Nowhere
•

Winner – Society of Children’s Book Writers
and Illustrators - Crystal Kite Award

•

Shortlisted – Western Australia Premier’s
Literary Awards and

•

Shortlisted – Adelaide Festival Awards

•

Notable – Children’s Book Council Awards

Awards for Dub Leffler
•

Recipient – Robert Ingpen Mentorship Children’s Book Illustration

Once There Was a Boy
•

Finalist – Deadly Awards Outstanding
Achievement in Literature

•

Shortlisted – Speech Pathology Australia
Book of the Year Awards - Indigenous
Children

Sorry Day
•

Shortlisted – 2019 Children’s Book Council
Awards

Black Cockatoo
•

Shortlisted – 2019 Children’s Book Council
Awards

Awards for Phillip Walleystack
•

Winner – 2011 Perth NAIDOC Artist of the
Year

•

Finalist – Western Australian of the Year 2017
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Picture Book

RENÈE HAS SOLD
OVER 130,000
BOOKS
ACROSS SEVEN
TITLES IN
AUSTRALIA AND
NEW ZEALAND!

Roo Knows Blue
Renèe Treml

Pub date: January 2020
Format: 24pp – 241mm x 241mm
Rights held: World

A joyous celebration of colour in the Australian
bush from bestselling author-illustrator Renee
Treml.

Who knows blue? Roo knows blue!
But does Roo know other colours too?
Sing along with Roo and Possum as they
practise their colours.
RENÉE TREML was inspired by Australia’s
wildlife and native birds after moving from the
USA to Australia in 2007. She loves to create
artworks that highlight the subtle details of
nature with delicacy and humour. Renée’s books
have won or been listed for awards including
the CBCA Book of the Year and the Crichton
Award for New Illustrator, Speech Pathology
Book of the Year and the Environment Award
for Children’s Literature. Renée’s illustrations
are featured on a variety of products, including
stationery, ceramics and fine art prints.
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Picture Book

Goodnight, Glow Worms
Aura Parker

Pub date: April 2020
Format: 32pp – 225mm x 285mm
Rights held: World
Rights sold previous title: Twig: North America
(Simon & Schuster), Canada (Scholastic)

A cuddly, snuggly bedtime book by Aura Parker, full
of joyous, playful illustrations and bouncing rhyme
- with a perfect edning to send little ones happily
off to sleep.

Goodnight, glow worms shining bright, time to
dim your glow worm light.
Glow Worms gleaming, beaming round, Can’t
switch off and can’t wind down.
Will the glow worms every get to sleep?
AURA PARKER is an illustrator, writer and
designer who creates delightful picture books,
prints and textiles. Her work is joyful, imaginative
and brimming with details to explore. Aura
Parker’s storytelling though words and pictures
inspires imagination, courage and confidence
in young readers. Aura works with watercolour,
gouache, pen and coloured pencil with digital
composition.
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Picture Book

T

In 2004 David was made a Member of the New
Zealand Order of Merit and in 2005 he was
awarded the Storylines Margaret Mahy Medal,
acknowledging his significant contribution to
children’s literature in New Zealand.

D

R

AF

Freelance illustrator PHOEBE MORRIS works
from a small studio in Wellington. Taking the
Lead is her sixth collaboration with acclaimed
author David Hill, and their award-winning
picture book series of biographies of famous
New Zealanders. She is also the illustrator of
the Frankie Potts series, with author Juliet
Jacka. In 2018 Phoebe was a finalist for the New
Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young
Adults’ Russell Clark Award for Illustration.
Find out more about Phoebe’s work at
phoebemorriscreative.com

Taking the Lead: How Jacinda
Arden Wowed the World

Sales Points:

David Hill and Pheobe Morris (illus.)

•

Many young people see Ardern as a role
model for their future working lives, and
others take inspiration from the way she’s
managed the country, juggled pregnancy
and new motherhood and navigated crises
with distinction to lead her country as the
40th Prime Minister of New Zealand.

•

This true story for children traces the
highlights of Jacinda Ardern’s life and career
to date, beginning with the small girl from
the Waikato to the woman who, at the age
of 37, became the world’s youngest female
head of government and the second ever to
give birth in office.

•

This isn’t a partisan book about Labour
versus National, it’s the story of a young
woman who chose a career in politics to
help make a difference in the world. It has a
positive message for readers and is told in
a way that children can readily understand
and relate to. Two current issues are touched
on for their relevance to this generation
- child poverty and climate change. The
book inspires readers to develop their own
political voice, emphasizes the importance
of voting, and shows that age, gender and
parenthood don’t have to be barriers to
participation.

•

Hugo (nine years) says, “It was really
interesting. I learnt heaps about Jacinda
Ardern’s life and what a Prime Minister does
from reading this book. And the illustrations
are so cool. I liked the one with Jacinda and
Clarke in the boat best.”

Pub date: March 2020
Format: 32pp – 250mm x 240mm
Rights held: World

Meet Jacinda Ardern, the Prime Minister of New
Zealand, who hopes the things she’s done will help
everyone, especially children, to believe that they
can do great things too.

An inspiring illustrated story for children about
Jacinda Ardern, and her meteoric rise to become
the world’s youngest female leader.
Nobody is too young to start changing the world.
When Jacinda was little, she wanted to be a
clown. But when she saw schoolmates who
didn’t have lunch, or even shoes, she knew she
had to do something. Some kids laughed at her
for wanting to help people so much, or said she
couldn’t do it. But that didn’t stop Jacinda.
She became the Prime Minister of New Zealand,
and the world’s youngest female leader.
This is the true story of a trailblazer who has
inspired people around the planet, told by
award-winning author and illustrator.
DAVID HILL is a prolific and highly regarded
New Zealand writer, playwright, poet, columnist
and critic. Best known for his highly popular and
award-winning body of work for young people,
ranging from picture books to teenage fiction,
his novels have been published all around the
world and translated into several languages.
In the election, the Labour Party won several more
seats. They joined with two other parties to form a
government. Jacinda Kate Laurell Ardern was the
third female Prime Minister of New Zealand, our
youngest leader for 160 years.

Jacinda Ardern wasn’t only busy with politics.
She performed as a DJ at an Auckland festival
and in record shops. Her playlist included the
Beatles and her favourite New Zealand bands.

She met Clarke Gayford, a keen fisherman from
Gisborne, and a TV and radio host. Jacinda
enjoys fishing, too, even after Clarke skinned a
fish with his teeth on TV! He later became her
partner.

Three months later, she and Clarke announced that
they were expecting a baby. “You can’t be a mother
and do a good job as Prime Minister,” some people
said. “This is why a young woman can’t be a good
politician.”
But Jacinda kept working, and going places. She and
Clarke travelled to England, where she wore a korowai,
a Māori feathered cloak, to meet Queen Elizabeth.
Prince Charles and Clarke talked about fishing.
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Picture Book

Wildlife of Aotearoa
Gavin Bishop

Pub date: October 2019
Format: 64pp – 277mm x 376mm
Rights held: World

Sales Points
•

A companion volume to Aotearoa and a
landmark NZ children’s illustrated natural
history title.

•

A stunning and detailed non-fiction picture
book presenting the living creatures of New
Zealand, past and present, full of quirky
details and little known facts, and weaving
together Maori and European perspectives.

•

Gavin’s text has been expert-checked by
zoologist Alison Ballance. Strong themes
of human colonisation of Aotearoa and
its impact and the desperate need for
conservation of our living taonga are
present throughout the book.

•

Contains a story within a story tracing the
life cycle of the endangered kuwharuwharu/
long-finned eel, which hatches out in the
Pacific and makes an epic journey to New
Zealand, where it lives in a river for seventy
years or so, then makes the journey back out
to the Pacific to breed and die.

•

Beautiful, rich and accessible creative nonfiction for children, this is a highly illustrated
reference book designed to be picked up
and read for pleasure.

Encounter New Zealand’s amazing array of wildlife
in this beautiful illustrated companion volume to
Aotearoa: The New Zealand Story

Long before waka touched Aotearoa’s shores,
the land of the long white cloud was home to an
array of creatures uniquely adapted to its environments and protected by its isolation.
Encounter New Zealand’s incredible wildlife in
this spectacular visual exploration.
Journey through ocean, sky and land to meet a
marvellous range of organisms.
Discover fascinating facts, and learn how we
influence the survival of our living treasures.
In this magnificent companion volume to Aotearoa: The New Zealand Story, Gavin Bishop
weaves a compelling visual narrative of our land,
our people and our wildlife — past, present and
future.
GAVIN BISHOP is an award-winning children’s
picture book writer and illustrator who lives and
works in Christchurch, New Zealand.
The author and illustrator of approximately 60
books to date, his work ranges from original
stories to retellings of Maori myths, European
fairy stories, and nursery rhymes. Gavin has had
a long-held interest in depicting New Zealand’s
history through illustration, evidenced in his
now classic picture book The House that Jack
Built (1999) which won Book of the Year; and also
through his junior novels Piano Rock (2012) and
Teddy One-Eye (2014). His landmark illustrated
non-fiction title Aotearoa: The New Zealand Story
was published in October 2017 to much acclaim.
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Picture Book

Ruru and Kiwi’s Midnight Feast
Clare Scott and Amy Haarhoff (illus.)
Pub date: March 2020
Format: 32pp – 260mm x 245mm
Rights held: World

A beautiful re-imagining by Clare Scott of
Edward Lear’s famous poem ‘The Owl and the
Pussycat’, set in the wild forest of New Zealand.
A Ruru, a native New Zealand owl, and a Kiwi go into
the bush with a pot of Manuka honey, and invite all
their nocturnal friends to a lavish midnight party!
With stunning illustrations by Amy Haarhoff,
23-year-old winner of the 2019 Storylines Gavin
Bishop Award for Illustrations, this is an adventure
with endearing, wacky characters and a celebratory
theme.
CLARE SCOTT was ‘that kid’ – always in trouble
at school for talking too much. The teachers
even tried sticky-taping her mouth shut. It didn’t
work - instead the words just exploded out of her
as stories. She has published a number of her
stories as junior readers, and Ruru and Kiwi is her
first trade picture book. Until recently, she helped
young immigrant students learn more about living
in New Zealand, but now she’s run away to her new
home by the beach north of Auckland, where she
spends time looking for treasures, shells, clouds,
sunsets, rainbows or stories.
AMY HAARHOFF is a 22-year-old student,
studying her Masters in Illustration from Falmouth
University. She was raised on her dad’s macabre
storytelling, her mum’s art materials, and an
endless supply of library books. While researching
for a project in a bookshop, she came across a
picture book that changed her life: Cicada, by
Shaun Tan. She walked out of the store with a copy
of the book and a determination to create stories of
her own. Her beautiful sample illustrations for the
Storylines Gavin Bishop Award for Illustration 2019
won her the top prize and a publishing contract,
and she has spent every spare hour creating
stunning illustrations for Ruru and Kiwi.
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WINNER
AMY HAARHOFF
STORYLINES
GAVIN BISHOP
AWARD FOR
ILLUSTRATION
2019

Board Book – New Series

About the I’m Ready series:
The I’m Ready series is a collection of fun, bright board books about exciting milestones and events
in many children’s lives. These gorgeous board books are designed as handy explainers for children
that parents can trust, with a look the whole family will love
The I’m Ready series serves as a stepping stone between first concept books (numbers, alphabet,
colours, animals, etc) and longer narrative picture books. They are ideal for children ages 3 to 4.
The series is illustrated by Jedda Robaard, a beloved author and illustrator. These gorgeous books
will win over parents and children alike with Jedda’s adorable illustrations. The books are about key
experiences in a child’s life, whether it’s feeling anxious about starting preschool or getting ready to
celebrate with family.

I’m Ready for Preschool
Jebba Robaard

Pub date: October 2019
Format: 14pp – 189mm x 189mm
Rights held: World

I’m Ready for Christmas
Jebba Robaard

Pub date: October 2019
Format: 14pp – 189mm x 189mm
Rights held: World

I’m trying something new soon. Something
new and exciting . . .

I’m getting ready for my favourite day of
the year . . .

This adorable story explores the jittery
anticipation of the first day of preschool.

This delightful story captures the magic of the
festive season and summer holidays.

I’m Ready for Easter

I’m Ready for the New Baby

Pub date: March 2020
Format: 14pp – 189mm x 189mm
Rights held: World

Pub date: March 2020
Format: 14pp – 189mm x 189mm
Rights held: World

I’m getting ready for a special holiday . . .

’m getting ready to meet someone new . . .

This gorgeous story explores the exciting leadup to Easter.

This charming story explores the jittery
anticipation of a new baby in the family.

Jebba Robaard

Jebba Robaard

JEDDA ROBAARD grew up in a small town on the island of Tasmania and now lives on the coast of
Victoria with her husband, children and a variety of pets.
Jedda trained as a graphic designer, the manual cut and paste way, and ran children’s art and craft
workshops for many years. The interaction with her young students, a passion for her craft as well as
family life and a discerning eye for the innocuous but evocative little moments in life all contribute
to her page-turning, whimsical and imaginative illustrations and stories for children.
Jedda’s books have been published in many languages including English, French, Dutch, Greek,
Italian, Korean and Chinese.
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Non Fiction

The Australia Survival Guide
George Ivanoff

Pub date: October 2019
Format: 176pp – 235mm x 190mm
Rights held: World

Australia is trying to KILL you – this book will save
your life!

Oh no! You’ve been bitten by an inland taipan?
Don’t worry, The Australia Survival Guide has the
first-aid advice you need!

George’s books and stories have been
shortlisted for numerous awards and he is
thrilled that You Choose: The Treasure of Dead
Man’s Cove won the 2015 YABBA for Fiction for
Younger Readers.

Sales Points
•

Taps into the growth area of children’s nonfiction and Australian-focused reference
material.

•

The guide contains up-to-date information
with statistics, real life stories and
photographs. George’s writing also adds
another dimension to the facts – it’s super
engaging and very child-oriented.·

•

And never fear, it’s not all doom and
gloom – the book to touches on Australia’s
Indigenous history, how to protect our
animals and landscape and throws in some
mythical creatures for a bit of fun.

•

Highly-designed hardback with an easyto-read layout, funny illustrations as well as
actual photographs.

What’s that? You’re lost in the bush and need to
know how to collect your own water?
The Australia Survival Guide has got you covered.
Our amazing country has its fair share of
dangers: sharks, snakes, cyclones and crocodiles
can be a serious threat to your life! But don’t
worry. This book will help you by providing the
knowledge you need to survive in all kinds of
Aussie conditions – in the bush, in the desert or
even at the beach!
So get out there and look around! Even if you
think Australia is trying to kill you, The Australia
Survival Guide can save your life!
GEORGE IVANOFF is a Melbourne author who’s
written more than 100 books for kids and teens,
including the interactive You Choose series, the
RFDS adventures and the Other Worlds series.
As a child, George loved reading interactive
books, where he got to make decisions about
the direction of the story. He has had more
fun plotting and writing the You Choose books
than pretty much anything else. And writing the
RFDS adventures has opened his eyes to the
amazing work done by the Royal Flying Doctor
Service. With Other Worlds George has ventured
into the realms of science fiction and fantasy,
two of his favourite genres, in order to tell
stories about ordinary kids facing extraordinary
circumstances.
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MEET THE CHILDREN’S PUBLISHING TEAM
Laura Harris
Publishing Director – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Laura oversees the wonderful children’s lists at Penguin Random House Australia. Penguin Random
House Young Readers publish every book a child could ever want – at all stages of childhood from
very young picture books, to the most sophisticated of Young Adult novels, and everything in between.
Critically acclaimed and best–selling authors pepper the lists, including Jeff Kinney, John Flanagan,
Jacqueline Harvey, Morris Gleitzman and Mem Fox.
Laura has edited and shaped many of the books on the list over her 20 years with the company
including works by Mem Fox, Melina Marchetta, Sonya Hartnett, Morris Gleitzman, Aaron Blabey and
Felice Arena, to name but a few. Laura has been a literary judge on many awards, both in Adult and
Children’s areas, has lectured in Editing and Publishing and has had numerous reviews and articles
published. And while often asked, she has checked with her doctor, who assures her she doesn’t have
a novel in her.

Holly Toohey
Publisher: Brands and Partnerships – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Holly Toohey is a Publisher at Penguin Random House Australia. She creates and acquires new books
and series for young readers of all ages, with a particular focus on brand partnerships and in–house
creation. She has the pleasure of working with wonderfully talented fiction authors such as Jacqueline
Harvey, R. A. Spratt and George Ivanoff, and is proud to have worked on bestselling non–fiction titles
such as Shout Out to the Girls, High Five to the Boys and How to Feel Awesome Every Day. Holly loves
taking a kernel of an idea and working closely with an author, personality or organisation to develop it
into an unputdownable book.

Lisa Riley
Publisher – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Lisa Riley has been a Puffin for 15 years and is currently a publisher for Penguin Random House Young
Readers. Previously she worked for ABC Books and at Walker Books in both Sydney and London.
She publishes across the age range from picture books, commercial junior fiction series through
to standalone novels for middle and YA readers. She has worked with many established and debut
children’s authors and illustrators – recent highlights include picture books such as No One Likes a
Fart by Zoë Foster Blake and A Monster in My House by the Umbilical Brothers and Johan Potma. For
young teens she is thrilled about 13 year–old game–changer Solli Raphael’s slam poetry collection
Limelight, as well as Anita Selzer’s moving Holocaust memoir I Am Sasha, about her father who hid
from the Nazis disguised as a girl. At the other end of the age range she is excited to have published
the astonishing Stone Girl by Eleni Hale and the thrilling Palace of Fires series with film director Bill
Bennett.

Zoe Walton
Publisher – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Zoe Walton is a Publisher for Penguin Random House Young Readers. She is the publisher and editor
of John Flanagan’s Ranger’s Apprentice series, which has now sold fifteen million copies worldwide
and has been on the New York Times bestseller charts for more than 70 weeks. She is proud to publish
plenty of Australia’s best authors for children and teens, including Deborah Abela, Tristan Bancks,
Emily Gale, Nikki Gemmell, Belinda Murrell, Colin Thompson and Dianne Wolfer. Zoe also likes to work
with debut authors and has recently launched award–winning authors including Nat Amoore and
Fleur Ferris. Zoe can’t decide what she loves more – speculative fiction or contemporary stories – so
she’s keen to publish the best of both genres!

Heather Curdie
Commissioning Editor – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Heather Curdie is a Commissioning Editor for Penguin Random House Young Readers. She works on
a wide range of children’s books from picture books and middle fiction through to young adult. While
with Penguin, she has been fortunate to edit such great writers and illustrators as Morris Gleitzman,
Oliver Phommavanh, Robert Newton, Andrew Daddo, Jane Godwin, Anna Walker, Ursula Dubosarsky,
Andrew Joyner, Tohby Riddle and Aaron Blabey. She has nurtured successful new talent such as Lucy
Estela, author of the CBCA shortlisted picture book Suri’s Wall, and Kylie Fornasier, author of the YA
novel The Things I Didn’t Say.
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Michelle Madden
Commissioning Editor – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Michelle Madden is a Commissioning Editor for Penguin Random House Young Readers. She works
across all genres on books for early childhood through to novels for young adults. As an editor she
has worked with some of Australia’s finest authors and illustrators, including Felice Arena, Graeme
Base, Nick Earls, Mem Fox, Jane Tanner and Alison Lester, as well as on collaborations between book
creators and sporting and media stars. She is very proud of her work with up–and–coming authors
and illustrators, working on picture books that speak directly to children, illustrated books for young
readers that create excitement about stories, as well as entertaining left–of–centre YA and middle
fiction.

Amy Thomas
Commissioning Editor – Penguin Random House Young Readers
Amy Thomas is a Commissioning Editor for Penguin Random House Young Readers. She has worked
with some of the company’s best–selling authors, including Melina Marchetta, Alison Lester, Isobelle
Carmody and many more. Her particular interest is young adult fiction – from fantasy through to
contemporary – but she is always looking for beautiful writing that has the ability to move the reader:
picture books that perfectly explore a child’s point of view and their sense of wonder at the world;
middle fiction that creates a world and characters so convincing that the reader feels like they are
transported to another place with people they know; and powerful YA novels with real emotional
impact and writing that soars.

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE NEW ZEALAND
Claire Murdoch
Head of Publishing – Penguin Random House New Zealand
As Head of Publishing, Claire Murdoch directs the Penguin Random House New Zealand list across
non–fiction, fiction and children’s books. With broad experience in the Australian and New Zealand
book trade, including roles at Allen & Unwin, Te Papa Press and PRH, her books have won dozens of
awards. She has served as a member of the Council of the Publishing Association of NZ, the Victoria
University Press advisory board, Whitireia Publishing School and various literary and arts grants
panels. Claire has particular expertise in illustrated non–fiction and art books, popular culture,
biography and memoir.

Harriet Allen
Fiction Publisher – Penguin Random House New Zealand
Harriet Allan has been working for Penguin Random House and its earlier incarnations for over thirty
years. She publishes many of New Zealand’s pre–eminent writers of adult and young–adult fiction,
including Witi Ihimaera, Maurice Gee, Mandy Hager and Eileen Merriman, among numerous others
who regularly feature on the New Zealand bestseller list. She lost count, after reaching twenty, of the
number of award–winning books she has published, but over the years the awards her authors have
won include the New Zealand Book Awards, the Montana Book Awards, the New Zealand Post Awards,
the Best First Book in the Commonwealth Writers Prize and several have been shortlisted for the
prestigious Frank O’Connor Award.

Catherine O’Loughlin
Children’s Publisher – Penguin Random House New Zealand
Catherine O’Loughlin commissions a range of award-winning children’s titles for Penguin Random
House New Zealand – these include picture books, junior novels and books for babies, as well as an
acclaimed range of creative non-fiction illustrated titles. She is proud to work with New Zealand’s
best-loved authors and illustrators, including the award-winning Gavin Bishop, Ruth Paul, Barbara
Else, David Hill, Phoebe Morris and Vasanti Unka, and is always on the lookout for emerging talent.
She also works with Dame Lynley Dodd creating new titles in the beloved Hairy Maclary and Friends
series, which has sold more than 10 million copies around the world.
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