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The White Girl
Tony Birch

FICTION

A searing new novel from leading Indigenous storyteller Tony Birch that explores the
lengths we will go to in order to save the people we love.
Odette Brown has lived her whole life on the fringes of a small country town. After her daughter
disappeared and left her with her granddaughter Sissy to raise on her own, Odette has managed to
stay under the radar of the welfare authorities who are removing fair-skinned Aboriginal children
from their families. When a new policeman arrives in town, determined to enforce the law, Odette
must risk everything to save Sissy and protect everything she loves.
In The White Girl, Miles-Franklin-shortlisted author Tony Birch shines a spotlight on the 1960s and the
devastating government policy of taking Indigenous children from their families.
PRAISE FOR TONY BIRCH
'Birch evokes place and time with small details dropped in unceremoniously, and the stories are rife
with social commentary. ''Well, who are we to judge?” Perhaps that is the point — Birch shows
empathy so that we might find it.' Weekend Australian

Tony Birch is the author of Ghost River, which won the Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for
Indigenous Writing and Blood, which was shortlisted for the Miles Franklin Award. He is also the
author of Shadowboxing and three short story collections, Father’s Day, The Promise and
Common People. In 2017 he was awarded the Patrick White Literary Award. Tony is a frequent
contributor to ABC local and national radio and a regular guest at writers’ festivals. He lives in
Melbourne and is a Senior Research Fellow at Victoria University.

Fiction

9780702260384

June 2019

C paperback

AU$29.95

272pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film Rights Sold : Audio (ANZ)
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The War Artist
Simon Cleary

FICTION

The most important novel about the legacy of war since Richard Flanagan’s The Narrow
Road to the Deep North
When Brigadier John Phelan returns from Afghanistan with the body of a young soldier killed under
his command, he is traumatised by the tragedy. An encounter with young Sydney tattoo artist Kira
leaves him with a permanent tribute to the soldier, but it is a meeting that will change the course of
his life. What he isn’t expecting is a campaign of retribution from the soldiers who blame him for the
ambush and threaten his career. With his marriage also on the brink, his life spirals out of control.
Years later, Phelan is surprised when Kira re-enters his life seeking refuge from her own troubles and
with a young son in tow. She finds a way to help him make peace with his past, but she is still on the
run from her own.
The War Artist is a timely and compelling novel about the legacy of war, the power of art and the
possibility of redemption.
PRAISE FOR SIMON CLEARY
‘Cleary is a skilled and at times mesmerising novelist.’ Good Reading
‘A compelling narrative, [Cleary uses] evocative prose … and [has] an exquisite eye for detail.’
Weekend Australian

Simon Cleary is the author of two previous novels, including The Comfort of Figs (2008), which
was published after the manuscript was shortlisted for the Queensland Premier’s Literary
Awards. His second novel, Closer to Stone, (UQP, 2012) was inspired by his experiences in North
Africa at the commencement of the Algerian civil war in the 1990s. It went on to win
the Queensland Literary Awards People’s Choice Award in 2012.

Fiction

9780702260346

March 2019

C paperback

AU$29.95

304pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Little Stones
Elizabeth Kuiper

FICTION

An autobiographical coming-of-age story set in Zimbabwe during a time of political turmoil by a
talented new author
Hannah lives in Zimbabwe during the reign of Robert Mugabe: it’s a country of petrol queues and
power cuts, food shortages and government corruption. Yet Hannah is lucky. She can afford to go to
school, has never had to skip a meal, and lives in a big house with her mum and their Shona
housekeeper. Hannah is wealthy, she is healthy, and she is white. But money can’t always keep you
safe.
As the political situation becomes increasingly unstable and tensions within Hannah’s family
escalate, her sheltered life is threatened. She is forced to question all that she’s taken for granted,
including where she belongs.
PRAISE FOR LITTLE STONES
‘Elizabeth Kuiper is a wonderfully perceptive and observant writer. In this story of a Zimbabwean
childhood, she subtly captures the complexity of political and family turmoil through the eyes of a
young girl. An exciting new voice.’ Emily Bitto, author of The Strays
‘Little Stones is a compelling debut with a heartfelt, distinctive voice. Hannah is sharp and feisty,
wise and funny, and shows a new way of seeing the world and this complex part of history.’ Laura
Elvery, author of Trick of the Light
Clearly carved from raw experience, this is a powerful elegy to youth in a place where the only thing
worse than staying is leaving.’ Aidan Hartley, author of The Zanzibar Chest
Market comparisons: Similar themes/style to Alexandra Fuller’s Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs
Tonight.
Elizabeth Kuiper grew up in Zimbabwe before immigrating to Perth with her mother. In 2016
she graduated from the University of Melbourne with a degree in politics and philosophy. An
early extract of Little Stones was longlisted for the Richell Prize, received the Express Media
prize for best work of fiction, and was published in Award Winning Australian Writing (2015).
Elizabeth is currently studying law at the University of Melbourne.

Fiction

9780702262548

June 2019

C paperback

AU$29.95

272pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
4

Too Much Lip
Melissa Lucashenko

FICTION

A dark and funny new novel from the multi-award-winning author of Mullumbimby.
Wise-cracking Kerry Salter has spent a lifetime avoiding two things – her hometown and prison. But
now her Pop is dying and she’s an inch away from the lockup, so she heads south on a stolen Harley.
Kerry plans to spend twenty-four hours, tops, over the border. She quickly discovers, though, that
Bundjalung country has a funny way of grabbing on to people. Old family wounds open as the Salters
fight to stop the development of their beloved river. And the unexpected arrival on the scene of a
good-looking dugai fella intent on loving her up only adds more trouble – but then trouble is Kerry’s
middle name.
Gritty and darkly hilarious, Too Much Lip offers redemption and forgiveness where none seems
possible.
PRAISE FOR TOO MUCH LIP
If this book were a sound, it would be the roar of a motorcycle down an empty road; bold, and for
the moments when it’s in your path dominating all of your senses. This book swallowed me and
churned me in it’s guts and, as all good books should, spit me back out, a little different. Caitlin
Wilson Mascara Literary Review
‘We are fortunate to have writers like Luckenshenko who has given us such a triumphant next move’
George Delaney Readings
Melissa Lucashenko is a Goorie author of Bundjalung and European heritage. She has been
publishing books with UQP since 1997, with her first novel, Steam Pigs, winning the Dobbie
Literary Award and shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards and regional
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize. Hard Yards (1999) was shortlisted for the Courier-Mail Book of
the Year and the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, and Mullumbimby (2013) won the Queensland
Literary Award and was longlisted for the Stella Prize, the Miles Franklin Literary Award and the
Kibble Literary Award. She has also written two novels for teenagers, Killing Darcy (UQP, 1998)
and Too Flash (IAD Press, 2002). In 2013 Melissa won the inaugural long-form Walkley Award
for her Griffith REVIEW essay ‘Sinking Below Sight: Down and Out in Brisbane and Logan’.

Fiction

9780702259968

August 2018

C paperback

AU$29.95

328pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio
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The Everlasting Sunday
Robert Lukins

FICTION

The haunting, exquisite debut of a gifted writer, set during the Big Freeze of 1962–63.
During the freezing English winter of 1962–63, seventeen-year-old Radford is sent to Goodwin
Manor, a home for boys who have been ‘found by trouble’. Drawn immediately to the charismatic
West, Radford soon discovers that each one of them has something to hide.
Life at the Manor offers a refuge of sorts, but unexpected arrivals threaten the world the boys have
built. Will their friendship be enough when trouble finds them again?
At once both beautiful and brutal, The Everlasting Sunday is a haunting debut novel about growing
up, growing wild and what it takes to survive.
PRAISE FOR THE EVERLASTING SUNDAY
‘Robert Lukins’ powerful, assured writing cuts like a knife into a world crackling with secrets and
tension.’ Lucy Treloar, author of Salt Creek
‘Lukins richly evokes the hermetic world of teenage boys; the defensiveness, the unspoken rules, the
vulnerability imperfectly concealed by all this.’ The Saturday Paper
‘Both savage and tender, The Everlasting Sunday, is a haunting debut novel …’ Better Reading
‘Each sentence lingers on a moment, suspending action like frost creeping through a body of water.’
Kill Your Darlings
Market comparisons: How the Light Gets In by MJ Hyland; Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro,
Brighton Rock by Graham Greene
Robert Lukins lives in Melbourne and has worked as an art researcher and journalist. His writing
has been published widely, including in The Big Issue, Rolling Stone, Crikey, Broadsheet and
Overland. The Everlasting Sunday is his first novel.
Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans

Fiction

9780702260056

March 2018

C paperback

AU$29.95

224pp

Rights Sold: Italian (Neri Pozza), Audio (Audible)
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The Trespassers
Meg Mundell

FICTION

A thought-provoking mystery set on an ill-fated migrant ship in a disturbing near future.
Fleeing their pandemic-stricken homelands, a shipload of migrant workers departs the UK, dreaming
of a fresh start in prosperous Australia. For nine-year-old Cleary Sullivan, deaf for three years, the
journey promises adventure and new friendships; for Glaswegian songstress Billie Galloway, it’s a
chance to put a shameful mistake firmly behind her; while impoverished English schoolteacher Tom
Garnett hopes to set his future on a brighter path. But when a crew member is found murdered and
passengers start falling gravely ill, the Steadfast is plunged into chaos. Thrown together by chance,
and each guarding their own secrets, Cleary, Billie and Tom join forces to survive the journey and its
aftermath.
The Trespassers is a beguiling novel that explores the consequences of greed, the experience of exile,
and the unlikely ways strangers can become the people we hold dear.
PRAISE FOR ‘THE TRESPASSERS’
‘A compelling, tightly told novel, Meg Mundell’s The Trespassers dissects the horrors of our
commercially driven, punishment-focused migration system through three fine-grained human
stories. Its precise language and flinty observations make this chilling story all too believable.’ Jane
Rawson
‘Beautifully written and absolutely gripping. I could not put this book down.’ Favel Parrett
Market comparisons: Similar themes to Felicity Castagna’s No More Boats and Charlotte Wood’s The
Natural Way of Things
Meg Mundell is a New Zealand-born writer and academic based in Melbourne. Her first novel,
Black Glass, was shortlisted for two Aurealis Awards, the Barbara Jefferis Award and the Norma
K. Hemming Award. She is the author of the story collection Things I Did for Money, and her
fiction, essays and journalism have been widely published, including in Best Australian Stories,
Meanjin, The Age, The Monthly, The Guardian, Sydney Morning Herald, The Australian Financial
Review and Australian Book Review. Meg is also the editor of the forthcoming anthology We Are
Here: Stories of Home, Place and Belonging (Affirm Press), a collection of writings by people who
have experienced homelessness.

Fiction

9780702262555

August 2019

C paperback

AU$29.95

288pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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The Secrets of Garrison Town
Melanie Myers

FICTION

The Secrets of Garrison Town is a sweeping ‘ensemble’ novel that amplifies the voices of women
who ‘entertained’ US troops in Brisbane during World War II
As historian student Olivia Wells sets out on her quest to find an unpublished manuscript by Gloria
Graham – a now obscure mid-twentieth century feminist and writer –she unwittingly uncovers
details about a young woman found murdered – strangled with a nylon stocking – in the mangroves
on the banks of the river in wartime Brisbane: a steamy, subtropical garrison town. Olivia’ detective
work soon exposes the sinister side of the city in 1943, flush with greenbacks and nylons, jealousy
and violence brewing between the Australian and US soldiers, which eventually boiled over into the
infamous Battle of Brisbane. Olivia soon discovers that the diggers didn’t just reserve their anger for
the US forces – they also took it out on the women they perceived as traitors, the ones who dared to
be seen with US soldiers.
The question is, can Olivia rewrite history to name and punish the man she believes so brutally took
this woman’s young life? Even if the past can’t be changed, is it possible to undo history’s erasure?
Melanie Myers won the QLA Emerging Queensland Literary Award in 2018

Melanie Myers is a writer, academic and actor with a DCA in Creative Writing from the
University of the Sunshine Coast. She has been published in Kill Your Darlings, Arena Magazine,
the Brisbane Times, Overland, and Hecate, and various trade publications. Melanie’s short
fiction has also won or been shortlisted for various literary competitions, including the Scarlett
Stiletto Awards, S.D. Harvey Short Story Award, the Lane Cove Literary Award and Griffith
Review Novella competition. She is the former artistic director of Reality Bites Festival, a nonfiction writers’ festival based on the Sunshine Coast.

Fiction

9780702262616

September 2019 C paperback
AU$29.95

tbcpp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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This Taste For Silence
Amanda O’Callaghan

FICTION

A marvellously accomplished debut collection from QLA Writers Fellowship winner Amanda
O’Callaghan.
The balance of power in a marriage shifts, with shocking consequences. An elderly woman recounts a
chilling childhood memory on the family farm. A taxi driver with a missing wife reveals unexpected
skills. An inherited painting brings an eerily troubling legacy.
Subtle, compelling and unsettling, Amanda O’Callaghan’s stories work at the edges of the sayable,
through secrets, erasures and glimpsed moments of disclosure. They shimmer with unspoken
histories and characters who have a ‘taste for silence’.
PRAISE FOR THIS TASTE FOR SILENCE
‘A poignant, dark, surprising and utterly haunting collection.’ Ryan O’Neill
‘With economy and grace, O’Callaghan exposes the fractures, the beauty and the mystery hidden
behind closed doors.’ Paddy O’Reilly
‘Amanda O’Callaghan’s stories express secret lives and private injuries, hidden victories and losses …
Through the slow pull of their undertow and their sudden tripwires, these nuanced, riveting stories
limn the shadows, revealing what lurks and lurches in the unspoken.’ Felicity Plunkett
‘Amanda has the ability to devise poignant scenarios … and execute these with prose that ignores
cliché and speaks to the poetic experience.’ Queensland Writers Fellowship judges’ comments

Amanda O’Callaghan is a Brisbane-based author whose short stories and flash fiction have been
published and won awards in Australia, the United Kingdom and Ireland. Her work has been
awarded and shortlisted in the Bath Flash Fiction Award, Flash 500, Carmel Bird Award, Aeon
Award, Bristol Short Story Prize and Fish Short Story Prize. A former advertising executive,
Amanda holds English degrees from King’s College London, and a PhD from the University of
Queensland. In 2016 she was a recipient of a Queensland Writers Fellowship. This Taste for
Silence is her debut collection. www.amandaocallaghan.com

Short Stories

9780702260377

June 2019

B paperback

AU$22.95

208pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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The Geography of Friendship
Sally Piper

FICTION

We can’t ever go back, but some journeys require walking the same path again.
When three young women set off on a hike through the wilderness they are anticipating the adventure
of a lifetime. Over the next five days, as they face up to the challenging terrain, it soon becomes clear
they are not alone and the freedom they feel quickly turns to fear. Only when it is too late for them to
turn back do they fully appreciate the danger they are in. As their friendship is tested, each girl makes
an irrevocable choice; the legacy of which haunts them for years to come.
Now in their forties, Samantha, Lisa and Nicole are estranged, but decide to revisit their original hike in
an attempt to salvage what they lost. As geography and history collide, they are forced to come to
terms with the differences that have grown between them and the true value of friendship.
PRAISE FOR THE GEOGRAPHY OF FRIENDSHIP
‘Sally Piper shows great insight into the intensity and importance of teenage girls' friendships, and into
the way shame and unvoiced anger erode relationships … This is a gripping, haunting, moving novel
that made me want to call up my best friends from high school and talk about all the things that were
too terrible to face back then.’ Emily Maguire, author of An Isolated Incident
‘Beautifully written, unfolding like the contours of the landscape, and grounded in a deep
understanding of friendship between women.’ Inga Simpson, author of Where the Trees Were and
Understory

Sally Piper’s debut novel, Grace’s Table (2014), was shortlisted for the Queensland Premier’s Literary
Award – Emerging Queensland Author category and she was awarded a Varuna Publishing Fellowship
for her manuscript. Sally holds a Master of Arts in Creative Writing from Queensland University of
Technology. She has had short fiction and non-fiction published in various print and online
publications, including the first One Book Many Brisbanes anthology, The Weekend Australian, WQ plus
other literary magazines and journals in the UK. She currently mentors other writers on the
Queensland Writers Centre ‘Writer’s Surgery’ program.
Rights Available: US, Can, Trans

Fiction

9780702259975

July 2018

C paperback

AU$29.95

264pp

Rights Sold: UK (Legend), Audio (Audible), Film/TV (Aquarius)
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The Aunts’ House
Elizabeth Stead

FICTION

Do you accept the life you’re given or fight for the life you want?
Recently orphaned, Angel Martin moves into a boarding house populated by an assortment of
eccentric and colourful characters. She’s befriended by the gregarious Winifred Varnham – a vision in
exotic fabrics – and the numerically gifted Barnaby Grange. But not everyone is kind and her
scrimping landlady, Missus Potts, is only the beginning of Angel’s troubles.
Angel refuses to accept her fate and focusses her affections on her two maiden aunts. Despite their
resistance, she is determined to forge a sense of belonging. Her visits to the aunts’ house on the Bay
soon expand her world in ways she couldn’t have imagined.
Elizabeth Stead brings her classic subversive wit and personal insight to this nostalgic portrait of
wartime Sydney. In Angel Martin, she has created a singular and irrepressible character. A true
original.
PRAISE FOR THE SPARROWS OF EDWARD STREET
‘The Sparrows of Edward Street is a wonderful novel about family relationships, about overcoming
hardship and the strengths that people can gain by pulling together to beat the odds. It also provides
insight into the lives of those left damaged and poor in the years after World War Two. This is a story
told with great humour; you will never look at a sparrow in the same way again.’ Chris Harrington,
Books+Publishing
‘The Sparrows of Edward Street is a funny and heartbreaking novel distinguished by the voice of an
assured storyteller.’ Weekend Australian
Market comparisons: Elizabeth Harrower, Madeleine St John, Elizabeth Jolley, Shirley Hazzard
Elizabeth Stead is the Sydney-born niece of acclaimed novelist Christina Stead. From childhood,
Elizabeth was greatly inspired by her grandfather David George Stead, pioneer naturalist,
conservationist and storyteller. Elizabeth has published short fiction and five previous novels:
The Fishcastle, The Different World of Fin Starling, The Book of Tides, The Gospel of Gods and
Crocodiles and The Sparrows of Edward Street. The Aunts’ House is her sixth novel.

Fiction

9780702260353

April 2019

C paperback

AU$29.95

288pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio
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The Apology
Ross Watkins

FICTION

A gripping psychological drama about family, betrayal and the limits of forgiveness
Adrian Pomeroy teaches English at a boys’ school ‘full of bullshit artists in blazers’. When he finds
himself at the centre of an allegation that might end his career, his life starts to unravel in spectacular
fashion. With a police investigation underway, Adrian turns to his detective brother for help, but Noel
is battling crippling demons of his own.
As the repercussions of this one accusation lead to the implosion of Adrian’s family, he can no longer
ignore the secrets buried in his past. The Apology is an explosive and shocking portrait of the lies we
tell ourselves and each other in order to survive.
PRAISE FOR THE APOLOGY
‘This is a novel that builds tension, page by page, so relentlessly that it leaves you with one option:
you must keep reading.’ Malcolm Knox, author of The Wonder Lover
‘This book grabbed hold of all my expectations and shook them around. I felt compassion and
understanding in unexpected places. I began to second guess my own reactions, and question my
preconceptions. This book really made me think’. Cass Moriarty author of Parting Words
‘This is a brave and intriguing novel’ The Weekend Australian
Market comparisons: The Slap by Christos Tsiolkas; The Dinner by Herman Koch.

Ross Watkins is an author and illustrator for both children and adults. His first major
publication was as the illustrator of The Boy Who Grew Into a Tree (2012), and his picture book
One Photo (2016) was shortlisted for the CBCA 2017 Picture Book of the Year. His short fiction
has been published in various Australian anthologies and journals, and he was shortlisted for
the 2011 Queensland Premier’s Literary Award for Emerging Author. Ross lives on the Sunshine
Coast hinterland. The Apology is his first novel.

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio,

Fiction

9780702260193

August 2018

C paperback

AU$29.95

248pp

Rights Sold: Film/TV
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The Night Dragon
Matthew Condon

NON-FICTION

How a famous cold case, a deadly fire and a quest for justice finally brought down one of
Australia’s worst killers
‘He takes you in the middle of the night, like an angel, and you’re gone for good.’ — Witness at
Vincent O’Dempsey’s committal hearing.
In 2017, Vincent O’Dempsey was sentenced to life in prison for the brutal murders of Barbara
McCulkin and her two young daughters. It took over 40 years to bring him to justice. Feared for
decades by criminals and police alike, O’Dempsey associated with convicted underworld figures and
has been linked to a string of haunting cold cases, including the deadly Whiskey au Go Go nightclub
firebombing that killed 15 innocent people.
Award-winning investigative journalist Matthew Condon has interviewed dozens of ex-cons, police
and witnesses to put together a compelling picture of the calculating killer who spent his life evading
the law before he was finally brought to justice.
PRAISE FOR THREE CROOKED KINGS
‘A powerful treatment of an inelegant past that still smoulders.’ Weekend Australian
‘Three Crooked Kings paints a compellingly dark picture …’ Sydney Morning Herald

Matthew Condon is a prize-winning Australian novelist and journalist. He is currently on staff
with the Courier-Mail’s Qweekend magazine. He began his journalism career with the Gold
Coast Bulletin in 1984 and subsequently worked for leading newspapers and journals including
the Sydney Morning Herald, the Sun-Herald and Melbourne’s Sunday Age. He has written ten
books of fiction, including The Trout Opera and is the author of the best-selling true-crime series
about Queensland crime

True Crime

9780702260209

March 2019

C paperback

AU$32.95

296pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Raising Readers: How To Nurture A Child’s Love Of Books

Megan Daley

NON-FICTION

An essential and practical resource for parents and educators, Raising Readers contains everything
you need to know about childhood literacy, written by award-winning teacher librarian Megan
Daley.
Some kids refuse to read, others won’t stop – not even at the dinner table! Either way, many parents
question the best way to support their child’s literacy journey. When can you start reading to your
child? How do you find that special book to inspire a reluctant reader? What can you do to keep your
tween reading into their adolescent years?
Award-winning teacher librarian Megan Daley, the passionate voice behind the Children’s Books Daily
blog, has the answers to all these questions and more. She unpacks her twenty years of experience
into this personable and accessible guide, enhanced with up-to-date research and firsthand accounts
from well-known Australian children’s authors. It also contains practical tips, such as suggested
reading lists and instructions on how to run book-themed activities.
PRAISE FOR RAISING READERS
‘This is not a book. It’s a magic key which will unlock a love of stories and reading within your child.’
Rebecca Sparrow, author of Find Your Tribe
‘Daley guides her reader with practical tips from the teacher librarians desk on how to raise happy
little book-loving progeny. Raising Readers is now my go-to gift for new parents.’ Jessica Rudd,
author of Ruby Blues
Megan Daley is passionate about children’s literature and sharing it with young and old alike. In
daylight hours, Megan is a teacher librarian at a girls’ school in Brisbane and was recently
awarded the Queensland Teacher Librarian of the Year by the School Library Association of
Queensland, as well as the national Dromkeen Librarian’s Award, presented by the State Library
of Victoria. A former national vice-president of the Children’s Book Council of Australia, she is
currently on the Queensland chapter of the board of the Australian Children’s Laureate and is a
judge for the Queensland Literary Awards. She blogs about all things literary, library and tech
at childrensbooksdaily.com. She also thinks sleep is overrated.
Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Film

Parent/Teach

9780702262579

April 2019

C paperback

AU$27.95

256pp

Rights Sold: Audio (Wavesound)
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Talking Sideways
Reg Dodd and Malcom McKinnon

NON-FICTION

‘That’s the way it is with us mob. We were brought up to talk kind of sideways. That’s the
respectful, true Aboriginal way.’
Reg Dodd grew up at Finniss Springs, on striking desert country bordering South Australia’s Lake Eyre.
For the Arabunna and for many other Aboriginal people, Finniss Springs has been a homeland and a
refuge. It has also been a cattle station, an Aboriginal mission, a battlefield, a place of learning and a
living museum.
With his long-time friend and filmmaker Malcolm McKinnon, Dodd reflects on his upbringing in a
cross-cultural environment that defied social conventions of the time. They also write candidly about
the tensions surrounding power, authority and Indigenous knowledge that have defined the recent
decades of this resource-rich area.
Talking Sideways is part history, part memoir and part cultural road-map. Together, Dodd and
McKinnon reveal the unique history of this extraordinary place and share their concerns and their
hopes for its future.
ADVANCE PRAISE FOR TALKING SIDEWAYS
‘Talking Sideways is not just a great yarn. Rather it’s hundreds of sly little yarns all braiding into a big
net that catches and carries a staggering bulk of knowledge about old, deep Australia. And about
friendship. More than just a book, it's a new kind of literature, a big, battered vehicle that has been
hot-rodded by two crafty sidekicks – one indigenous, one interloper – venturing into a world of
wanting, wishing and remembering that they have resolved to encompass together.’ Ross Gibson,
Centenary Professor of Creative & Cultural Research at the University of Canberra
Market comparisons: Alexis Wright’s Tracker, Bruce Pascoe, Kim Mahood, Rod Moss
Culture/Memoir

Reg Dodd, an Arabunna elder born at Finniss Springs, is a natural storyteller. At various stages of
his life he’s been a stockman, a train inspector, a heritage officer, a photographer, a singer and a
tour guide. Malcolm McKinnon is an artist, curator, writer and filmmaker who has worked with
Reg Dodd on a series of projects spanning almost thirty years. He shares a deep attachment to
country around Finniss Springs.

9780702260407

March 2019

C paperback

AU$32.95

304pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio, Film
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Beyond Words: A Year with Kenneth Cook
Jacqueline Kent

NON-FICTION

A moving and powerful memoir of love, loss and a shared passion for words
In 1985 Jacqueline Kent was content with her life. She had a satisfying career as a freelance book
editor, and was emerging as a writer. Living and working alone, she relished her independence. But
then she met Kenneth Cook, author of the Australian classic Wake in Fright, and they fell in love.
With bewildering speed Jacqueline found herself in alien territory: with a man almost twenty years
older, whose life experience could not have been more different from her own. She had to come to
terms with complicated finances and expectations, and to negotiate relationships with Ken’s children,
four people almost her own age. But with this man of contradictions – funny and sad, headstrong and
tender – she found real and sustaining companionship.

PRAISE FOR BEYOND WORDS
‘I was totally gripped by this tender, restrained portrait of a love affair that crosses generational
boundaries and evokes a significant era in Australian publishing.’ Sophie Cunningham
Market comparisons: One Life by Kate Grenville; H is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald; books by Ramona
Koval, Brenda Niall, Helen Garner

Jacqueline Kent was born in Sydney and grew up there and in Adelaide. After completing an arts
degree she returned to Sydney and worked as a journalist, radio producer and scriptwriter for the
ABC; in the 1970s she changed direction and became a book editor. She has written books of social
history, general non-fiction and biography. A Certain Style: Beatrice Davis, A Literary Life won the
National Biography Award and the Nita B. Kibble Award, and she is the biographer of musician and
activist Hephzibah Menuhin, and of Julia Gillard. She holds a Doctorate of Creative Arts from the
University of Technology, Sydney. Beyond Words: A Year with Kenneth Cook is her first memoir.

Memoir

9780702260391

Feb. 2019

B Hardback

AU$29.95

256pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio
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Unlike the Heart: A Story of Brain and Mind
Nicola Redhouse

NON-FICTION

‘Unlike the heart … a brain cannot be understood as a static organ. It changes with its history and
with every present moment.’
After the birth of her first child, Nicola Redhouse experiences an unrelenting anxiety that quickly
overwhelms her. Her immense love for her child can’t protect her from the dread that prevents her
leaving the house, opening the mail, eating. Nor, it seems, can the psychoanalytic thinking she has
absorbed through her family and her many years of therapy.
In an attempt to understand the source of her panic, Nicola starts to thread together what she knows
about herself and her family with explorations of the human mind in philosophy, science and
literature. What role do genetics play in postnatal anxiety? Do the biological changes of motherhood
offer a complete explanation? Is the Freudian idea of the mind outdated? Can more recent combined
theories from neuroscientists and psychoanalysts provide the answers? How might we be able to
know ourselves through our genes, our biology, our family stories and our own ever-unfolding
narratives?
In this compelling and insightful memoir, Nicola blends her personal experiences with the historical
progression of psychoanalysis. In the end, much like in analysis, it is the careful act of narrative
construction that yields the answers.
Market Comparisons: Siri Husvedt’s The Shaking Woman, Jessica Friedmann’s Things That Helped,
Fiona Wright’s Small Acts of Disappearance and Anaesthesia by Kate Cole-Adams.
‘In Nicola Redhouse’s Unlike the Heart, theoretical questions of psyche and soma are not remote but
urgent concerns, intimately bound to her own family’s story and the terrible anxiety she experienced
after the births of her children. Intelligent, lucid, and knowledgeable, the book itself may be said to
embody the discipline of neuropsychoanalysis: It combines the narrative of a single patient with
insights from the science of the brain.’ Siri Hustvedt
‘A vital account of a struggle: resolute, intelligent and endlessly interesting.’ Helen Garner
Nicola Redhouse is a writer living in Melbourne, Australia. Her work has been published in the
literary journals Meanjin, Island and Kill Your Darlings, and in the anthologies Best Australian
Stories (Black Inc.) and Rebellious Daughters (Ventura Press). She has been working as a book
editor since 2005.
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Something To Believe In
Andrew Stafford

NON-FICTION

Set to the soundtrack of music that has shaped a generation, Something To Believe In will resonate
with anyone whose life has been saved by rock ’n’ roll.
Born in Melbourne’s outer suburbs in the 1970s, Andrew Stafford grew up in a time when music was
a way out and a way up. His passion for rock ’n’ roll led him to a career as a journalist and music
critic, but along the way his battles with family illness, mental health and destructive relationships
threatened to take him down.
Andrew Stafford delves bravely and deeply into a life that has been shaped and saved by music’s
beat. From the author of the cult classic Pig City comes a memoir of music, madness and love.
PRAISE FOR SOMETHING TO BELIEVE IN
‘Andrew Stafford’s Something To Believe In is quite an achievement. Set against the backdrop of
Brisbane’s burgeoning 80’s indie rock scene, it's all here: Part tragi/comic tale of a fanboy writer
struggling to translate his primal affair with music into a “real” job; part excoriating account of his
ride from adolescence to adulthood and self-discovery; and part blossoming tale of love and
forgiveness. Written with great humanity and girded by a soundtrack to die for - which he almost did
on more than one occasion - thankfully Stafford made it through, and the result is a punchy,
unputdownable must read.’ Peter Garrett, Midnight Oil
‘A pulsing, rattling jukebox of a music memoir. Drop a coin, find your sound. Stafford knows it all too
well. Rock and punk and pop; the rock bottom and the very top. Love, family, sorrow, pain. The birds,
the blues, the brain. A pull out your heart and feed it to anyone rock ‘n’ roll sock to the core.
Something brave, something bruising. A soaring, sweat-soaked tribute to life’s two great miracles:
music and waking up each day to hear it.’ Trent Dalton, author of Boy Swallows Universe

‘Lyrical, wise and full of wonder. Andrew Stafford strips himself bare with courage, candour, and
vulnerability.’ Tracey Spicer, broadcaster and journalist
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C paperback

Andrew Stafford was born in Melbourne’s outer suburb is a freelance journalist and the author
of Pig City, a musical and political history of Brisbane, first published in 2004 by UQP. Something
to Believe In is his second book. He has written for The Age, The Guardian, The Saturday Paper,
The Sydney Morning Herald and The Monthly. You can find him on Twitter @staffo_sez
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Amnesia Findings
Anna Jacobson

POETRY

Knitting visions and memories, Anna Jacobson’s poems trace the skeins of lost histories and the
spaces of dropped stitches. Exquisite and whimsical, these poems bear witness to the broken and
healed. Gentle but robust, these are poems of personal resilience, framed by explorations of
Jewish culture and fuelled by a boundless and exhilarating imaginativeness.
After my grandfather’s death, I am given
his Silvertone fife. I never knew
he once played an instrument, never knew
he kept it in his top drawer.
Knew it was his, beyond any doubt—
caught in the fife
a twisty-tie.
PRAISE FOR AMNESIA FINDINGS
‘A fascinating, thoroughly engaging exploration of culture and spirituality, belief and rationality, this
book’s poems are at once lucid and mysterious, profound and immediate. They evoke the esoteric
language of their sources in Jewish lore, whilst being unmistakably modern and contemporary. They
signal the development of an exciting new voice in Australian poetry.’ Judges’ comments, Thomas
Shapcott Prize
Winner of the 2018 Thomas Shapcott Prize for Poetry
Anna Jacobson is a Brisbane poet and artist. In 2018 she won the Queensland Premier’s Young
Publishers and Writers Award. She holds a Master of Philosophy in poetry from Queensland
University of Technology, and a Bachelor of Photography with Honours from Griffith University.
Her poetry has been published in literary journals, including Cordite, Rabbit, Meanjin, ABR’s
States of Poetry Queensland and Verity La, and her chapbook, The Last Postman (Vagabond
Press, 2018), is part of deciBels series 3. Amnesia Findings is Anna’s first full-length poetry
collection. www.annajacobson.com.au
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An Open Book
David Malouf

POETRY

An Open Book celebrates the power of poetry and reaffirms David Malouf as one of
Australia’s most celebrated and beloved writers.
This is only David Malouf’s third new poetry volume in nearly 40 years, so it is a significant publishing
event. As one of Australia’s greatest living poets, Malouf continues to meditate and reflect on themes
of mortality and memory. The poems in An Open Book are attentive and evocative, vital and
beautiful, revisiting and reimagining some of the key themes that have resonated with readers over
his impressive career. Only a few of these poems have ever been published, so most of the collection
will be completely new to readers everywhere. An Open Book will be the literary gift of the Christmas
and summer of 2018.
PRAISE FOR EARTH HOUR
‘Earth Hour brims with the intelligence, elegance and wit. I could go on, but I will leave you to
discover the pleasures of this volume for yourself.’ Stephen Romei, Weekend Australian
‘Earth Hour is a book to be taken slowly and thoughtfully. It is not a collection of flashy “one-offs” but
an extended, low-key but lyrical, meditation – which readers are invited, rather quietly and politely,
to join.’ Canberra Times
‘Earth Hour is a beautiful, spacious volume that will repay re-reading not simply because it is – with a
characteristic Maloufian lightness of touch – preoccupied, every so often, with last things, but
because it shows, as his prose always does, how good an ear he has as a writer.’ Sydney Morning
Herald

David Malouf was born in Brisbane in 1934. Since 'Interiors' in Four Poets, 1962, he has
published poetry, novels and short stories, essays, opera librettos and a play, and has
been widely translated. In 2000 he was the sixteenth Neustadt Laureate.

Poetry

9780702260308

Oct. 2018

Hardback

AU$29.95

104pp

Rights Available: UK, US, Can, Trans, Audio
20

The Lost Arabs
Omar Sakr

POETRY

Rising talent Omar Sakr’s vibrant new poetry collection pulses with raw power as it interrogates
the topical issues of family, identity and nation
Visceral and energetic, Omar Sakr’s poetry confronts notions of identity and belonging head-on.
Braiding together sexuality and divinity, conflict and redemption, The Lost Arabs is a seething, urgent
collection from a distinct new voice.
PRAISE FOR THE LOST ARABS
This book knocked my breath away, winding me with its pain and damage, yet all the while filling me
with the exuberance of reading poetry of such wisdom and dazzle. The tyranny that we can inflict on
each other, the harms of family and history, the need for solace and belonging find perfect pitch in
line after line of this magnificent collection. There’s an urgent need for this book, it should be on
every shelf. Judith Beveridge
In this collection Omar Sakr writes words to enhance the world, elegiac windows of soul from one
who has travelled and seen, requiring a gentle understanding of that which is not gentle, nor can it
be. The Lost Arabs is the poetic posture of a man in all his forms standing by the eternal river, who
has placed both feet in the sand, and who refuses to sink. Ali Cobby Eckermann
‘The new and powerful voice, public, performative, but also vulnerably intimate, of one of our
“children of elsewhere”; painfully confronting the ambiguities of country and heritage, and testing in
the boldest terms what enterprise there might be, as Yeats put it, in “walking naked”.’ David Malouf
Market comparisons: Omar Musa; Rupi Kaur, Michael Mohammed Ahmad (for their work in
empowering and championing culturally diverse writers and artists)
Omar Sakr is a bisexual Arab-Australian poet. His debut collection, These Wild Houses (2017),
was shortlisted for the Judith Wright Calanthe Award and the Kenneth Slessor Prize. His poetry
has been published in English, Arabic, and Spanish, in numerous journals and anthologies. He
placed runner-up in the Judith Wright Poetry Prize, and has also been shortlisted for the ACU
Poetry Prize, the Story Wine Prize, and the Fair Australia Poetry Prize. Omar has performed his
work nationally and internationally. He lives in Sydney. https://omarsakr.com/
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