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Castle of Lies 

Keirsi Burkhart 
 
Gossip Girl  meets Game of Thrones  in this  sexy fast-paced 
commercial  fantasy of  a  love triangle set  against a  background of  
elven violence and human betrayal .  
 
No one gets far  by playing fair .  
 
Thalia has spent her whole life scheming to be queen. But she's overshadowed by her 
cousin Princess Corene. 

 
Bayled is heir to the throne but he's never felt he truly belongs... 
 
Parsival is used to looking out for himself, as any noble with half a brain would do. 
 
Then the Elven Army attacks the Kingdom and everything changes... 
 
Imprisoned in the castle, Parsival and Thalia discover a secret reservoir of magic - but can they control it before it controls 
them. 
 
Sapphire, an Elven warrior, is eager to prove themself in the campaign, but the humans they encounter are NOT the 
savages they expected.. 
 
And this Castle is Full of Lies! 

 
KIERSI BURKHART is the author of HONOR CODE and co-author of the QUARTZ CREEK RANCH series, both 
published by Carolrhoda. 
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In the Key of Nira Ghani 

Natasha Deen 
 
Nira Ghani has always dreamed of becoming a musician. Her Guayanese parents, however, 
have big plans for her to become a scientist or doctor. Nira’s grandmother and her best friend, 
Emily, are the only people who seem to truly understand her desire to establish an identity 
outside of the one imposed on Nira by her parents. When auditions for jazz band are 
announced, Nira realizes it’s now or never to convince her parents that she deserves a chance 
to pursue her passion. 
 
As if fighting with her parents weren’t bad enough, Nira finds herself navigating a new 
friendship dynamic when her crush, Noah, and notorious mean-girl, McKenzie, take a sudden 
interest in her and Emily, inserting themselves into the fold. So, too, does Nira’s much cooler 

(and very competitive) cousin Farah. Is she trying to wiggle her way into the new group to get closer to Noah? Is McKenzie 
trying to steal Emily’s attention away from her? As Farah and Noah grow closer and Emily begins to pull away, Nira’s trusted 
trumpet “George” remains her constant, offering her an escape from family and school drama. 
 
But it isn’t until Nira takes a step back that she realizes she’s not the only one struggling to find her place in the world. As 
painful truths about her family are revealed, Nira learns to accept people for who they are and to open herself in ways she never 
thought possible.  
 
A timely contemporary, coming-of-age story by an #OwnVoices author, IN THE KEY OF NIRA GHANI explores the social and 
cultural struggles of a teen in an immigrant household. 
 
Award-winning author NATASHA DEEN spent the first part of her life in Guyana, then her family moved to Calgary, Alberta, which she found 
terribly exciting until her first minus-forty-degree winter day, at which point she began to question the sanity of the grown-ups around her. 
The author of more than a dozen books for young readers, she currently lives in Edmonton, Alberta with her husband, dogs, and cats, and 
regularly entices the muses to her office with offers of cupcakes and tea. 
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World Rights Available Ex: 
North America English, Running Press, Spring 2019 

Advance Reading Copies Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Amy Tompkins 
amy@transatlanticagency.com 

 

 
A Junior Library Guild Selection 

 
“Deen ... infuses her family's Guyanese immigrant history into 
this novel about the exploration and discovery of self and the 
world. Mentions of everyday cultural traditions are welcome 

additions to this tale of a teen finding the courage to stand up for 
her individuality while honoring the people she comes from. A 

charming, honest, and heartwarming story that will leave readers 
satiated and happy." —Kirkus Reviews 

 
“Moving, uplifting, and written with a sharp sense of humor 

that had me laughing out loud more than once."  
—Robin Stevenson, author of A Thousand Shades of Blue 

 
“Lovingly-crafted, poignant, and funny; In the Key of Nira 

Ghani is the story of a girl striving to find her melody amidst a 
cacophony of cultural expectations, traditional parents, and her 

own self-doubt. Nira's wry observations will delight you; her 
deep yearning will capture your heart. A fantastic addition to 

young adult bookshelves."  
—Kate A. Boorman, author of the Winterkill trilogy 

 
“A love-letter to complicated families and the challenges of the 

immigrant experience, In the Key of Nira Ghani is sparkling, 
soaring, and soulful—a devastatingly authentic, pitch-perfect 

story of longing and belonging."  
—Alison Hughes, author of Hit the Ground Running 
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36 Questions That 
Changed My Mind 
About You 

Vicki Grant 
 
Two random strangers.  Two heart-breaking secrets.  36 questions to 
make them fall  in love.  

 
Hildy is intellectual, rule-abiding, brittle. Paul is brooding, disaffected, gorgeous. One struggles with a tragic past while 
the other fights to keep their family together. Each teen has private reasons for joining the university psychology study 
that asks a simple question: Can love be engineered? By the time Hildy and Paul have made it to the end of the questions 
they’ve laughed and cried and lied and thrown things and run away and come back and driven each other almost crazy. 
They’ve also each discovered the painful secret the other was trying so hard to hide. But have they fallen in love? 
 
Inspired by the famous NYT "Modern Love" column that sparked hundreds of first dates and even some dating apps, this 
is a thoroughly 21st century romance. With drop-dead-clever dialog and witty characters, this story embraces the heart of 
classic rom coms, complete with a last-minute chase across town that culminates in a first kiss under lamplight in a snow-
filled street. 

 
VICKI GRANT is a Gemini-Award winning children's network TV writer. Her fifteen YA novels have been translated 
into seven languages, including Korean, Spanish, and German, and have won a New York Public Library Best Book 
award, Canadian Children’s Book Centre Best Book awards, and multiple Arthur Ellis Awards for Best Juvenile 
Crime Novel, among others. The Globe and Mail said of her most recent work, “This is what Don Draper’s daughter 
would have read at 13.” 
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World Rights Available Ex: 
World English, Running Press; U.K. & Commonwealth, Hot Key/Bonnier Zaffre; U.S. Audio, Hachette Audio; Brazilian 

Portuguese, Record Galera; Bulgarian, Egmont; Dutch, Luitinhg; Film/TV, DHX; French, Michel Lafon; German, Random 
House; Hebrew, Yedioth; Hungarian, Many Konyvek; Indonesian, Gramedia PT; Italian, Mondadori; Korean, Frombooks; 

Polish, Publicat; Portuguese, LeYa; Serbian, Vulkan; Spanish, Planeta; Turkish, Penguen 
Film and TV rights handled by Dana Spector at Paradigm 

Film Rights Available 
Represented by Fiona Kenshole 
fiona@transatlanticagency.com 

 
  

 



 
 

  

6 

  
 

Almost 
American Girl 

Robin Ha 
 

Introducing the touching true story of  NYT  bestsell ing author Robin Ha’s  childhood 
experience of moving to Huntsvil le ,  Alabama from Seoul,  South Korea without knowing a 
drop of English.  With the emotional resonance of “American Born Chinese” by Gene Luen 
Yang ALMOST AMERICAN GIRL rips your heart out and reminds us al l  how terrifying 
childhood relationships can be,  especially  when you’re the new kid who looks different and 
can’t  speak American.  

 
When Korean born, non-English speaking, 14-year 
old, Robin Ha is unexpectedly thrown into an 
abrupt move to Huntsville, Alabama from Seoul 
Korea, by her impulsive and driven single mother, 
she instantly drowns in waves of culture shock. She 
is the only immigrant in the entire school and there 
are no ESL classes available. Although, perhaps the 
only thing worse than adapting to school in 
Alabama is adapting to her new Korean American 
stepfamily… 
 
At its core this is a powerful mother daughter relationship story. While young 

teenage Robin worships her tiger mother and learns incredible grit and determination from her, it is ultimately her 
struggle to break away from her mother and establish her independence which truly sets her on her way to fly with her 
own wings. 

 
Born in Seoul, Korea, ROBIN HA grew up reading and drawing comics. At fourteen she moved to the United States. 
After graduating from RISD with BFA in Illustration, she moved to New York City and started a career in the fashion 
industry. Her work has been published in independent comics anthologies including Secret Identities and The 
Strumpet, as well as Marvel Comics and Heavy Metal Magazine. Her comic recipe cookbook, Cook Korean! published 
by Ten Speed Press in North America was a NYT bestseller and NPR favorite. You can find out more about her work 
on her website: https://robinha81.wixsite.com/robinha and at @RobinHaArt. 
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North America, Balzar & Bray HarperCollins, Spring 2020 

Korea, Gilbutschool  
Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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Technicolor Vortex Of 
Awesome 

Amber Keyser 
 
Deliciously good feel-good YA: Four best  friends,  one madcap 
road trip,  and the most epic cosplay of  al l  t ime. 
 

Gigi Golden-Meyer is not ready for her parents’ vision of her future: gainful employment, serious pursuits, reliable careers. 
Give her an X-Acto knife, a hot glue gun, and some balsa wood, and Gigi can make a perfect miniature replica of the set 
from Hamilton. From silver lycra, strips of foam, and a sewing machine, she’ll make custom armor for cosplay. But it’s 
three months to graduation, and the door marked ADULT is looming in her future. The worst thing is being separated 
from her three best friends. Unlike Gigi, all of them have a plan. Anne’s an activist with a political internship for the 
summer, Liv will be studying engineering, and Sean’s going to college on a prestigious track scholarship. Gigi has poor 
grades, iffy college prospects, and a head full of dreams.  
 
When she enters a charity contest and wins a chance to meet a British Bollywood megastar, Gigi has no trouble getting 
her friends on board for a spring break road trip to LA. Her dad is another story. To convince him, Gigi cooks up a teen-
to-teen ride-share business that she swears will be her gap year project and ticket to entrepreneurial success. The 
foursome hits the highway. Making it to SoCal is an adventure in itself, including a gender fluid tech whiz, a bookstore 
rebellion, and a chicken named Furiosa, but when they get to LA, things really go off the rails.  
 
This gloriously joyful #ownvoices celebration of friendship, sunshine, cosplay, anime and all the important things in life 
compares with To All The Boys I've Loved Before. 
 
AMBER J. KEYSER is the author of fourteen books for teens and tweens. Her YA novel Pointe, Claw (Carolrhoda Lab, 2017) is an 
explosive story about two girls claiming the territory of their own bodies. It received multiple starred reviews and was featured in Horn 
Book Love Stories for Pride Month and Booklist’s Top Ten Arts Books for Youth 2017. Spanish rights sold. The Way Back From Broken 
(Carolrhoda Lab, 2015) is a heart-wrenching YA novel of loss and survival, which was a finalist for the Oregon Book Award and received 
a starred review from Booklist and was an Alan Pick. Amber created, edited, and contributed to The V-Word: True Stories of First-Time 
Sex (Simon & Schuster, 2016), a nonfiction, YA anthology. Honors for this book include multiple starred reviews and New York Public 
Library 50 Best Books for Teens 2016, Chicago Public Library Best Nonfiction for Teens 2016, ALA Rainbow List 2017, ALA Reluctant 
Reader List 2017, and The Amelia Bloomer List 2017. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
North America, Penguin Random House, Delacorte Press, Fall 2020 

Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Fiona Kenshole 
fiona@transatlanticagency.com 

 
“A raucous, life-affirming, joyous romp about crafting a life of 

one’s own from friendship, passion, and more than a little 
glitter.”  

—Elana K. Arnold, National Book Award Finalist 
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The Changeling of 
Fenlen Forest 

Katherine Magyarody 
 
Elizabeth l ives on the edge of a  magic forest  inhabited by unicorns,  
and when she’s  seventeen,  the forest  takes her.  
 
Elizabeth thinks she knows the gloomy Fenlen Forest. But when her treasured unicorn 
fawn, Sida, goes missing, Elizabeth tracks her into a strange land where the people think 
Elizabeth is a changeling, a malignant being who too closely resembles a missing girl. 

 
If Elizabeth can find her fawn and uncover the fate of her lost double, can she stop the fear from turning into hate? To 
solve the deepening mystery, Elizabeth befriends a handsome, skeptical young shepherd whose stories hint at a dark 
secret lurking at the forest’s edge, and follows a herd of wild unicorns with the ability to unlock the past. 
 

 
KATHERINE MAGYARODY grew up in Toronto, Ontario. While pursuing a PhD in English literature at the U of T, 
she researched awkward Victorian teens and wrote fiction on the sly. In 2017, Katherine won the Robert J. Dau PEN 
Award for Emerging Writers for 
her short story “Goldhawk.” Katherine enjoys hiking, swordplay, and improvisational cookery. She currently lives in 
Connecticut with her family. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
World English, Yellow Dog/Great Plains Publications, Spring 2019 

Advance Reading Copies Available 
Film Rights Available  

Represented by Amy Tompkins 
amy@transatlanticagency.com 
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Body Swap 
Sylvia McNicoll 
 
Freaky Friday  with a high-stakes modern update.  
 
When fifteen-year-old Hallie gets knocked flying by a Hurricane SUV, her life ends without 
her ever having kissed a boy. At an otherworldly carnival, she meets and argues with the 
eighty-two-year-old driver, Susan. Both return to life, only with one catch — they’ve 
swapped bodies. 
 
Now Hallie has wrinkled skin and achy joints while Susan deals with a forehead zit and a 
crush on a guy who’s a player. Hallie faces a life in a long-term care residence. Susan gets 
picked up for shoplifting.  

 
As they struggle with technology, medications, and each other’s fashion foibles, they start to understand and maybe even 
like each other. But can they work together to prove that a defect in the Hurricane caused the deadly crash? Or will their 
time run out? 
 

 
SYLVIA MCNICOLL is the author of over thirty novels. Bringing up Beauty, her guide dog story, won the Silver Birch 
Award, and Crush.Candy.Corpse was shortlisted for the Red Maple and Arthur Ellis awards. Sylvia lives in Burlington, 
Ontario. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
World English, Dundurn Press, 2018 

Books Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Amy Tompkins 
amy@transatlanticagency.com 

 
 

“Entertaining and enlightening, BODY SWAP shows how an 
unlikely pair can bridge generations to take on some of life’s 

biggest challenges—such as mortality, corporate greed and, of 
course, first kisses. A fun read!” 

—Vicki Grant, award-winning author of 36 Questions That 
Changed My Mind About You 

 
 

“a very timely and thought-provoking novel, one that has 
relatable characters and a gripping plot. Although Hallie and 

Susan seem like unlikely heroes at the beginning of the book, by 
the end of the story, readers will be rooting for this dynamic duo. 

One cannot help but fall in love with them. Funny, fast-paced 
and inspirational, BODY SWAP is a must-read."  

—CM Magazine 
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The Quantum 
Weirdness of the Almost 
Kiss 

Amy Parks 
 
Caleb has always assumed that when she was ready for romance,  
Evie would choose him. Because he is  her best  friend, and he loves 

her,  and he has almost kissed her 17 t imes… 
 
Seventeen-year-old Evie Beckham has never been interested in dating. She’s been fully occupied by her love of 
mathematics and her frequent battles with anxiety (and besides, she’s always found the idea of kissing to be a little bit 
icky). But with the help of her best friend and her therapist, Evie’s feeling braver. Maybe even brave enough to enter a 
prestigious physics competition and to say yes to the new boy who’s been flirting with her. 
  
Caleb Covic knows Evie isn’t ready for romance but assumes that when she is, she will choose him. So Caleb is horrified 
when he is forced to witness Evie’s meet cute with a floppy-haired, mathematically gifted transfer student. Because 
Caleb knows the girl never falls for the funny best friend when there's a mysterious stranger around, he decides to use an 
online forum to capture Evie’s interest. Now, he’s got Evie wondering if it’s possible to fall in love with a boy she’s never 
met. 
 
Told in the alternating voices of Evie and Caleb, The Quantum Weirdness of the Almost Kiss is a YA romantic comedy, 
sure to satisfy fans of Jenny Han, Rainbow Rowell and Stephanie Perkins. 
 
AMY PARKS’ own fascination with physics and mathematics, which infuses the book, also shapes her work as an associate professor of 
mathematics education at Michigan State University. There she tries to help future teachers recover from the trauma inflicted on them 
by years of school mathematics. She writes stories about smart girls falling for feminist boys in quirky midwestern settings. She’s a fan 
of kissing books and quantum physics, all manner of baked goods, and using One Direction lyrics as the basis of entire novels. Social 
media still scares her, but she’s working on it. 
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World English, Abrams 

Manuscript Available Late Spring 2019 
Film Rights Available 
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Daughters of Light Trilogy 
Mary Jennifer Payne 
 
Fast-paced climate change fiction for readers of  The Hunger Games  and 
Divergent .  

 
FINDING JADE 

The year is 2030, and climate change is making life on Earth more challenging. Fourteen-year-old Jasmine 
Guzman is struggling to come to terms with the abduction of her twin sister, Jade, and her mother’s illness. 
Things go from bad to worse when a series of bizarre occurrences make Jasmine wonder if she’s losing her 
mind. But, with help from Raphael, a boy at her new school, Jasmine learns she actually has special powers 
that are putting her life in danger.  
 
Most surprising, she learns that her sister isn’t actually missing … Jasmine just needs to look in the right 
place: The-Place-in-Between, where the demons dwell. 

 
SOLOMON'S RING 

Twin sisters Jade and Jasmine are finally together after a five-year separation, but there’s no time to enjoy 
the reunion. As Seers, the sisters are being hunted by demons spilling through the rift, and the city is on high 
alert against terrorist threats. The Protectors at Beaconsfield have gathered as many Seers as possible, as 
the countries that haven’t been destroyed by climate change are starting to close their borders. On top of it 
all, Jasmine discovers that someone has stolen a ring with the power to control the demons, and the Final 
Battle between the Daughters of Light and the forces of darkness is approaching more quickly than anyone 
predicted. 

 
DARKNESS RISING 

Jasmine and Jade and the rest of the Seers are not only divided between Toronto and London, they’re 
internationally wanted fugitives. While away in the Place-In-Between trying to return Solomon’s Ring, the 
girls became the prime suspects in a deadly terrorist attack in Toronto.  
 
The Seers, their Protectors, and a handful of others know the truth: they innocent, the world is dying, 
demons are around every corner, and the Darkness is taking over. As the only hope in the coming 
apocalyptic battle, the Seers will have to work together to save the world from the brink of destruction. 

 
MARY JENNIFER PAYNE is the author of Since You've Been Gone, the Daughters of Light Trilogy, and several books in the Boldprint 
Graphic series (OUP). She lives in Toronto, where she teaches middle school. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
World English, Dundurn Press, 2017/2018/2019 

Books and ARC Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Amy Tompkins 
amy@transatlanticagency.com 

 
“An inventive read with thought-provoking themes."  

—Booklist 
 

“Payne is a persuasive proponent of girl power."  
—Resource Links on SOLOMON'S RING 

““True page-turning appeal.” —Quill & Quire 
 

“Payne has combined a dystopian setting with the fantasy 
elements of angels and demons and supernatural powers."  

—Resource Links 
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The Odd 1s Out 
HOW TO BE COOL AND OTHER THINGS I  DEFINITELY LEARNED 
FROM GROWING UP 

James Rallison 
 
Instant New York Times  bestseller.  190,000 copies in print!  
Hilarious stories and advice about the ups and downs of growing 
up,  from a popular YouTube artist  and storyteller  with more than 
ten mill ion subscribers worldwide.  
 
Like any shy teen turned young adult, YouTube star James Rallison (“The Odd 1s Out”) 
is used to being on the outside looking in. He wasn’t partying in high school or winning 

football games like his older brother. Instead, he posted comics on the Internet. Now, he’s ready to share his hard-earned 
advice and stories in the funny, relatable voice his fans love. 
 
In this illustrated collection, Rallison tells his own stories of growing up as the “odd one out”: in art class with his twin 
sister (she was more talented), in the locker room, and up to one strange year of university (he dropped out). Each story is 
filled with the little lessons he picked up along the way, serious and otherwise, like:  
 

• How to be cool (in seventh grade) 
• Why it’s OK to be second-best at something, and 
• How to survive your first, confidence-killing job interviews  

 
Filled with fan-favorite comics and never-before-seen material, this tongue-in-cheek take on some of the weirdest, 
funniest parts of life is perfect for both avid followers and new converts. 
 
JAMES RALLISON has been drawing comics since he was eight years old. At age sixteen James created the webcomic The Odd 1s Out, 
which now comprises over 300 comics and has expanded into a YouTube channel with more than ten mil l ion subscribers around 
the world—gaining an average of 10,000 new subscribers daily. 
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World Rights Available Ex: 
North America, Penguin Random House, TarcherPerigee, July 2018 

Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Timothy Travaglini 
tim@transatlanticagency.com 
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Among the Fallen 

Virginia Schwartz 
 
In a t ime when losing her virginity condemns a young woman to a 
being a criminal,  a  prostitute,  or worse—one famous man offers a  
way out… 
 
In 1857 the beloved author Charles Dickens is at the height of his fame. Committed to 
saving the fallen girls of London, he founds Urania Cottage, a haven where they can tend 
to gardens and chickens and learn employable skills. The catch? After just one year, a 
future across the ocean in Australia, never to return.  
 

Orpha, jailed for a crime she doesn’t understand, is numb. Plucked from prison by Dickens to a start a new life, she 
rediscovers her love of books, and she alone recognizes the author for the man he really is. Can she persuade him to let 
her find her own destiny? And what of her feelings for the wild and saucy Sesina? 
 
This atmospheric mystery depicts the sights and smells of a beguiling 19th century London, entwined with a novel of a 
girl finding her voice, piecing together the grave wrong inflicted in her past. In a story resonant with modern parallels, 
Virginia Schwartz explores the restrictions forced upon young women in the Victorian era and the blatant double 
standards. With its evocative historical detail, sensual lesbian love interest and great literary storytelling, The Virgin 
Charge is Sarah Waters for the YA crowd. 
 
VIRGINIA SCHWARTZ is a creative writing instructor at UCLA in their extension program. She is the author of seven award-winning 
children's novels, including Send One Angel Down, an ALA best book for YA in 2001. She lives in New York City. 
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Chicken Girl 

Heather Smith 
 
Life can be a tough egg to crack.  
 
Poppy used to be an optimist. But after a photo of her dressed as Rosie the Riveter is 
mocked online, she’s having trouble seeing the good in the world. As a result, Poppy 
trades her beloved vintage clothes for a feathered chicken costume and accepts a job as 
an anonymous sign waver outside a restaurant. There, Poppy meets six-year-old girl 
Miracle, who helps Poppy see beyond her own pain, opening her eyes to the people 
around her: Cam, her twin brother, who is adjusting to life as an openly gay teen; Buck, a 
charming photographer with a cute British accent and a not-so-cute mean-streak; and 

Lewis a teen caring for an ailing parent, while struggling to reach the final stages of his gender transition. As the summer 
unfolds, Poppy stops glorifying the past and starts focusing on the present. But just as she comes to terms with the fact 
that there is good and bad in everyone, she is tested by a deep betrayal. 

 
HEATHER SMITH’s previous YA novel, The Agony of Bun O'Keefe, is a White Ravens selection, received starred 
reviews from Kirkus and Quill & Quire, was named a best book of 2017 by Kirkus, Bank Street College of 
Education, The Globe and Mail, and Quill & Quire (honorable mention), and won the Ruth & Sylvia Schwartz 
Award. Her middle grade verse novel, Ebb & Flow (Kids Can Press, 2018) received starred reviews from School 
Library Journal and Quill & Quire, and was shortlisted for the Governor General's Award. Smith is originally from 
Newfoundland, and now lives in Waterloo, Ontario, with her husband and three children. Her east coast roots 
inspire much of her writing. 
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World Rights Available Ex: 
World English, Penguin Teen/Penguin Random House Canada, Spring 2019 

Books Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Amy Tompkins 
amy@transatlanticagency.com 

 
 

“There is a lot to enjoy and admire here, including a heroine 
with a good voice, an immersive setting, an excellent cast of 

characters and deft pacing."  
—CM Magazine 

 
 

 
 

Praise for THE AGONY OF BUN O'KEEFE 
 

“Although Bun is 14, she possesses the endearing naiveté and 
honesty of a child, but her first-person narration isn't sappy or 
immature. . . . Bun O'Keefe will settle comfortably at home in 

readers' hearts." —Kirkus Reviews, starred review 
  

“This is a book that grabs readers by the heart and the head. You 
can’t help but care about the characters, wonder at your own 

circumstances, and reflect on the nature of kindness and love. 
This is a book that should be read not only by teens, but by 

adults who might need a reminder of what unironic innocence 
looks like." —Quill & Quire, starred review 
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Clan 

Sigmund Brouwer 
 
Fourteen-year-old Atlatl’s knee has been crippled and useless since an accident when he 
was a little boy, so he will never be able to join the hunters of his Clan or earn the respect 
of his father. When he rescues a sabertooth club in violation of the Clan’s laws, his rival 
cousin Powaw does his best to have Atlatl banished. 
 
Worse, with his grandmother warning that a mysterious gradual rising of the valley’s river 
means the Clan must heed warning from an ancient story that’s been passed from one 
generation to another, the Council of Elders fear that Atlatl’s transgression will bring 
punishment from the gods. 

 
Then a catastrophic flood bursts down the valley upon the Clan, leaving only Atlatl, his father and the cub as survivors. 
Angry at the gods, Atlatl chooses exile from his father to confront them for the injustice they inflicted upon the Clan. 
What he learns on the journey will change the way of life for the Clan for every generation that follows, and earn the 
respect of his father in a way that neither of them expected. 
 
Based on extensive research on the First Peoples in the Americas, CLAN is set roughly 14,000 years ago in North America, 
in the lands just south of a three-kilometer-thick layer of ice that spanned the continent from the Pacific to the Atlantic.  
 
With over four million books in print, SIGMUND BROUWER is the bestselling author of scores of books for children and adults. His YA 
novel Dead Man's Switch received the 2015 Arthur Ellis Award for Best Juvenile/YA Crime Book, was a finalist for the Red Maple, a 
finalist for the John Spray Mystery Award, and was a 2015 Canadian Children's Book Centre Best Book. His recent non-fiction title for 
middle grade, Innocent Heroes: Stories of Animals in the First World War, was a CCBC Best Book and an OLA Best Bet. Learn more 
about Sigmund Brouwer at www.sigmundbrouwer.com. 
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Micah McKinney and 
the Boys of Summer 

Nina Chapman 
 
Micah hopes to undergo a miracle transformation this  summer --  
one that will  bring with it  new friends,  a  fresh start ,  and boobs. . .  
preferably the round kind.  
 
Micah and her dad have just moved away from Micah’s childhood home to put some 

space between themselves and the secret burden they both bare. Upon arrival Micah is introduced to the welcoming and 
confident Water’s twins, Luke and Megan. Micah is surprised to find herself juggling their two worlds. The world with 
Luke and his band of neighborhood boys who challenge Micah in feats of strength, crowning her The Big Kahuna. And 
Megan’s world full of lip gloss and gossip where she dabbles in the fine art of being a girl. As Micah awkwardly navigates 
her way through crushes, friendship and budding boobies she discovers that the only transformation that needs to take 
place was how she saw herself. 
MICHAH MCKINNEY AND THE BOYS OF SUMMER is an ode to the classic stories of the past. Think Are You There 
God, It’s Me Margaret meets The Sandlot ... with a little sprinkle of Gidget for good measure. 
 
NINA CHAPMAN spends her days teaching middle school where she has discovered a talent for thriving in the awkward. This career 
path was chosen by design in order to provide her the opportunity to marinade in pre-teen voices. When she’s not gathering feedback 
from her student test audience, she’s reading books or playing outside. Her favorite activities include hot air balloon gazing, barefoot 
bike riding, and getting lost in the woods. Nina took the scenic route to teaching by first obtaining a bachelor’s degree in Creative 
Writing at CU Denver. A member of RMC- SCBWI, she currently resides in the Denver area with her husband and two daughters. 
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Me And Banksy 

Tanya Lloyd Kyi 
 
Someone’s hacking the security cameras at Dominica’s school, and posting embarrassing 
moments online. After Dominica quickly flips her shirt from inside out—in what she 
thinks is a private corner of the librar —she's shocked to discover that a video of the 
moment is circulating amongst her schoolmates.  
 
Dominica’s humiliated, especially since she’s been to a half-dozen school talks about 
social media safety, and they’ve all focused on the same thing: you shouldn't put your 
breasts on the Internet.  
 

Who has access to the school security cameras and why are they doing this? Dominica and her best friends, Holden and 
Saanvi, are determined to find out. In the process, they launch a Banksy-inspired street art campaign against cameras in 
their classrooms. 
 
TANYA LLOYD KYI has worked as a typesetter, graphic designer and photo editor before pursing writing full-time. She is the author of 
Mya's Strategy to Save the World, as well as many non-fiction titles, including Shadow Warrior, nominated for the ALA's Amelia 
Bloomer Project List, and Eyes and Spies: How You're Tracked and Why You Should Know, which won the Montaigne Medal Award. 
She is also the author of middle-grade and YA novels, including Anywhere but Here, which was praised by Kirkus as having a main 
character whose "voice is convincingly filled with a combination of angst and nonchalance," and The Prince of Pot, shortlisted for the 
OLA White Pine Award. 
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Mya's Strategy to Save 
the World 

Tanya Lloyd Kyi 
 
Twelve-year-old Mya Parsons could save the world and organize 
her family,  if  only she had her own cell  phone.  A Dork Diaries  for 
today's  socially  conscious young readers.  
 
Mya Parsons runs her school's social justice club with her best friend, Cleo. Her lifelong 

desire is to work for the United Nations and change the world, and then bask in all the ensuing adulation. Her more 
immediate desire is to get a phone, preferably one like Cleo's, with a leopard-print case to match. When her distracted 
dad and her long-distance mom (temporarily in Myanmar taking care of Mya's grandmother) both say no, no way, and 
possibly never, Mya launches a campaign to prove herself reliable and deserving. She advertises her babysitting services, 
takes on more responsibility around the house, and attempts to supervise her sister's skateboarding lessons. Her efforts 
leave her ego bruised and the kitchen slightly scorched. She's no closer to touch-screen victory, let alone the Nobel Peace 
Prize she deserves. But all that changes after an accident leaves Mya to take charge—an experience which helps her 
realize how much she has grown, with or without access to proper communications. 
 
TANYA LLOYD KYI has worked as a typesetter, graphic designer and photo editor before pursing writing full-time. She is the author of 
Mya's Strategy to Save the World, as well as many non-fiction titles, including Shadow Warrior, nominated for the ALA's Amelia 
Bloomer Project List, and Eyes and Spies: How You're Tracked and Why You Should Know, which won the Montaigne Medal Award. 
She is also the author of middle-grade and YA novels, including Anywhere but Here, which was praised by Kirkus as having a main 
character whose "voice is convincingly filled with a combination of angst and nonchalance," and The Prince of Pot, shortlisted for the 
Ontario Library Association White Pine Award. 
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The Best Mistake Mystery Series 
Sylvia McNicoll 
 
THE BEST MISTAKE 

Dogwalker extraordinaire Stephen Nobel can get a little anxious, but his habit of counting the mistakes he 
and everyone else makes calms him. His need to analyze gets kicked into hyperdrive after two crazy events 
happen in one day at school: the bomb squad blows up a backpack and someone smashes a car into the 
building.To make things worse, that someone thinks Stephen can identify them. Stephen receives a 
threatening text. If he goes to the police, his favourite dogs, Ping and Pong, will get hurt. 

  
THE ARTSY MISTAKE 

Outdoor art is disappearing all over the neighbourhood! From elaborate Halloween decorations to the 
Stream of Dreams fish display across the fence at Stephen and Renée’s school, it seems no art is safe. 
Renée’s brother, Attila, has been cursing those model fish since he first had to make them as part of his 
community service. So everyone thinks Attila is behind it when they disappear. But, grumpy teen though he 
is, Attila can do no wrong in Renée’s eyes, so she enlists Stephen’s help to catch the real criminal. 

 
THE SNAKE MISTAKE 

When a ball python they’re looking after disappears, Stephen Noble and Renée Kobai join forces with their 
favourite clients, Jack Russell Ping and greyhound Pong, to find that snake. The local animal shelter proves 
no help at all. The only thing they care about is their annual cat sale. It’s starting to look like the ball python 
may have been stolen, when Stephen and Renée get word that more homes have been broken into, all of 
them clients of Noble Dog Walking. 

 
THE DIAMOND MISTAKE 

Dogwalker Stephen Noble has been recruited to walk his four-year-old reading buddy, Pearl Lebel, to and 
from school while her mother is away and her father is ill. He’s sure that this will be easier than walking 
canine clients Ping and Pong—until Pearl locks herself in the house, runs away from home, and loses her 
family’s rare pink diamond ring. 

 
SYLVIA MCNICOLL is the author of over thirty novels. Bringing up Beauty, her guide dog story, won the Silver Birch Award, 
and Crush.Candy.Corpse was shortlisted for the Red Maple and Arthur Ellis awards. Sylvia lives in Burlington, Ontario. 
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“As fun and frisky as the dogs that Stephen walks, and it’s refreshing 
to see both an affectionate father-son relationship and a sweet coed 

friendship represented so genuinely." —Booklist 
 

“The Best Mistake Mystery is a fun and complex mystery that will 
keep readers curious until the end ... a great new series."  

—Resource Links 
 

“[A] heartwarming read for canine, art, and mystery lovers."  
—School Library Journal 

“"A good choice for middle graders who enjoy teasing out the red 
herrings from the clues." —Kirkus Reviews 

 
“Helps build confidence in young readers by representing an 

anxious boy overcoming his fear of failure."  
—Hamilton Spectator 

 
“A doggone good mystery!"  

—Linwood Barclay, author of Far From True 
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Last of the Name 

Rosanne Parry 
 
Danny steps off the boat from Ireland into a powder keg of a city: New York at the 
height of the Civil War, with nothing but his wit, a song and an uptight older sister, 
Kathleen. He's lost everything a kid could lose—his farm, his family and his country.  
 
The Army is recruiting drummer boys just his age. But Kathleen puts her foot down. She 
finds a job: Domestic service for her and her 12-year-old...sister! Yes, Danny is going to 
have to dress as a girl if they are to survive. The horror! Thank goodness he has a sense 
of humor...and a secret other life as he sneaks out to dance in the street. 
 

For the mob is coming. And they are in a burning mood. As the heatwave intensifies, the draft brings racial tension 
between the Irish and the freed slaves to fever pitch and New York City goes up in flames.With nothing but a heart for 
dance, a talent for trouble and a great exasperation with his bossy older sister, how can Danny find a place to call home? 
 
This compelling story reveals powerful parallels to the present day, told with pitch perfect voice through the eyes of a 
cocky twelve year old, the last of his name. 

 
ROSANNE PARRY is the author of four middle grade novels. Her most recent novel, The Turn of the Tide (Random 
House), has starred reviews from School Library Journal and Booklist. Rosanne’s books have more than 20 awards to 
their name. 
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Be My Love 

Kit Pearson 
 
One summer will  change everything 
 
For as long as she can remember, 14-year-old Maisie has spent her summers on Kingfisher 
Island. She and her beloved cousin Una run wild, and Maisie feels the warm embrace of her 
big, extended family.  
 
This summer Maisie needs that escape more than ever. But now everything on Kingfisher 
has changed: Una has returned from her mainland school a sophisticated young woman too 

mature for childish games, and even worse, she has an all-consuming infatuation with the charming David Meyer. Soon 
Maisie finds herself playing second fiddle—jealous of Una and David’s closeness, and unsure of what those feelings mean.  
 
Though set in the early 1950s, Maisie’s struggles are those of contemporary girls: her father returned from military service 
with PTSD, she’s old enough to babysit but doesn’t want to let go of her childhood, and she just might be in love with her 
best friend. 
 
BE MY LOVE, a companion to Kit Pearson's critically acclaimed novels The Whole Truth and its sequel And Nothing But 
the Truth, is an Own Voices exploration of identity and burgeoning sexuality from one of Canada's most distinguished 
authors for young people. 

 
KIT PEARSON is one of Canada’s most beloved children’s book authors. Her award-winning books include A Handful 
of Time, which has sold more than 250,000 copies since it was published in 1987; the Guests of War trilogy; The 
Daring Game; Awake and Dreaming; The Whole Truth, winner of the CLA Book of the Year for Children Award, And 
Nothing But the Truth, and A Day of Signs and Wonders, finalist for the TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award. 
She is a recipient of the Vicky Metcalf Award for her body of work and the Lieutenant Governor’s Award for Literary 
Excellence. In 2018, she was appointed a member of the Order of Canada. 
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“Kit Pearson has done it again! Be My Love is a book I wish I 

could have read when I was ten.  It would have saved me years of 
trying to be someone I'm not. At once historical and timely, this 
is a beautifully written story of the pains and joys of friendship 
and family, and of the glorious courage it takes to be truthful."  

—Deborah Ellis, author of The Breadwinner 
 

“This is Kit Pearson at the top of her game, leading us heart, line 
and sinker into a touching story of self-discovery.”  

—Sarah Ellis, author of Outside In and The Baby Project 
 

 
 “Through Maisie’s beautifully developed character . . . Pearson 

examines themes of trust and honesty, showing readers that 
while telling the truth can be extremely difficult—and 

sometimes even dangerous—keeping secrets, or living in denial, 
is usually far worse. . . . As in her previous books, Pearson’s talent 

for building complex, historically accurate settings shines 
through. . . . [she] deftly weaves in historical details, adding 

interest and context but never threatening to overwhelm the 
story itself. She also has a wonderful gift for depicting the inner 

lives of her teenage characters in a thoughtful and 
compassionate manner, while never shying away from the hard 

questions. BE MY LOVE is a fantastic addition to the Kit Pearson 
canon.” —Quill & Quire, starred review 
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Middle School 
Misadventures 
Jason Platt 
 
One Kid.  One Talent Show. No Talent.  
 
What would you get if  Ferris  Bueller  smashed onto the pages of  Big 
Nate?  Yup, you guessed it . . .  MIDDLE SCHOOL MISADVENTURES, 
debut graphic novel  from artist-author Jason Platt .  

 
Newell isn't some sort of preteen superhero disguised as a mild-mannered student, nor is he some sort of junior high super spy who is 
trying to save the world from a masked enemy. No, Newell is just your typical middle-grade student with all the typical clumsiness and 
insecurities that all middle-grade students dread. But luckily Newell has his friends by his side who keep him company as they crawl 
through this awkward time together. Newell might think that he's just stumbling through it all, but in the end, he's finding out that life 
is just one zany adventure after another.  
  
Book 1: TALENT SHOW: After being late to school one too many times, Newell has a choice to make: Either attend summer school or 
take part in the school's talent show this Friday. But Newell realizes that getting a talent to perform isn't as easy as it looks. Especially 
when there is a certain requirement he has to do along with his performance. Will Newell find a talent in time? And will this certain 
requirement ruin his school reputation and street cred forever?  
 
Book 2, THE AMAZING HAT HEIST will follow in 2020. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MISADVENTURES was born out of Jason Platt's webcomic Mister & Me which chronicles a single father and his 
son Newell (Mister), exploring the funny situations that happen to them in this little thing called "life" (even if life happens to be within 
the panels of a comic strip). In MIDDLE SCHOOL MISADVENTURES, Mister is all grown up, well as grown up as a middle schooler can 
be. 
  
Throughout the years Mister & Me has developed a strong following and in 2011 was adapted for the stage by Western Illinois 
University and toured throughout the northern midwest. http://www.plattinumpictures.com/mister-and-me-comic/ 
 
Social Media for Mister & Me: An animated GIF of Mister & Me went viral this past December, producing over 90,000 views and over 
7,000 shares on Jason's site and over 87,000 views and 4.7k shares on "Ask Your Dad Blog" page. The animated GIF of the Dec. 1st 
comic "Growing Pains."  Mister & Me is in the top 2% of comics out of 25,000 on Patreon. 
 
JASON PLATT, a graduate of the Savannah College of Art and Design, knew he wanted to be an artist ever since he asked his mom to draw the 
caboose of a train on his chalkboard, only to then erase her efforts and draw a better one instead. With major influences like Jim Davis, Berkeley 
Breathed, Charles M. Schulz, and Mort Drucker to look at while growing up. 
 
Jason's education in cartooning was as simple as opening up a newspaper or magazine. It was while Jason was working as an illustrator for an 
educational publishing company that he developed his idea for his online comic, Mister & Me. In 2016, Jason was accepted into the National Cartoonists 
Society by a unanimous vote. Outside of his visual and literary arts, Jason is also an actor, having spent over 27 years on the stage. He and his family live 
in Davenport, Iowa. www.plattinumpictures.com. 
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ELEPHANT SECRET 
Eric Walters 
 
We Bought a  Zoo  meets Jurassic  Park .  
 
Set in an elephant sanctuary, ELEPHANT SECRET is about a thirteen-year-old girl, a cast 
of elephants, and a surprising new arrival—a woolly mammoth. When a beloved elephant 
dies giving birth, Sam develops a special connection with the baby, named Woolly 
because she has an unusual amount of hair. It soon becomes apparent that Woolly is . . . 
different. Woolly's mother was part of a special breeding project, and Woolly's DNA is not 
elephant but that of a rare specimen—a woolly mammoth—procured by the eccentric 
billionaire genius who runs the program. He will stop at nothing to protect his 

multimillion-dollar investment, even it means turning Sam and her dad's world upside-down. Smart, determined, and 
loving, Sam stands up to this powerful adversary to protect the sanctuary and her herd. 
 
In the best tradition of child-animal friendship stories, Elephant Secret explores the strong and complex bond between 
Sam and her elephants while offering a fascinating, fact-based glimpse into elephant—and human—behavior. 

 
ERIC WALTERS is one of Canada's best-known and most prolific writers of fiction for children and young adults. His 
books have been translated into thirteen languages and have won over 120 awards, including thirteen separate 
children's choice awards, as well as the Africana Children’s Book Award, the UNESCO Award for Literature in 
Service of Tolerance and The Christopher Award. He lives in Guelph, Ontario, and is the co-founder of Creation of 
Hope, a charity that provides care for orphans in the Mbooni district of Kenya. In 2014 Eric was named a Member of 
the Order of Canada. His most recent novel is Elephant Secret, which is his hundredth published book. Visit him 
online at ericwalters.net and on Twitter: @EricRWalters. 
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“Walters packs in numerous details about these magnificent and 

highly intelligent creatures [elephants] while raising complex 
ethical questions regarding humans’ relationship with animals."  

—Publishers Weekly 
 

“Walters’ depiction of the bond that exists between Sam and her 
elephants is captivating. The elephants, who are presented as 

majestic and intelligent creatures with humanlike characteristics 
and rich emotional lives, will leave readers awestruck.”  

—School Library Journal 
 

“Cliffhangers and elephants will keep readers engaged.”  
—Kirkus 

 
“Walters interweaves his beautiful family story with a thorough 

description of elephant behavior—their intellect, compassion, 
and loyalty—and factual scientific possibilities of cloning an 
extinct species...A must-read for anyone with an interest in 

elephants and their welfare.”  
—Booklist 

 
“Engaging, suspenseful, and educational, Elephant Secret will 

leave readers satisfied, yet full of questions.”  
—CM Magazine 
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Broken Strings 

Eric Walters & Kathy Kacer 
 
A violin and a middle-school musical  unleash a dark family secret in 
this  moving story by an award-winning author duo. For fans of The 
Devil 's  Arithmetic  and Hana's  Suitcase .  
 
It's 2002. In the aftermath of the twin towers—and the death of her beloved 
grandmother—Shirli Berman is intent on moving forward. The best singer in her junior high, 
she auditions for the lead role in Fiddler on the Roof, but is crushed to learn that she's been 
given the part of the old Jewish mother in the musical rather than the coveted part of the 
sister. But there is an upside: her "husband" is none other than Ben Morgan, the cutest and 

most popular boy in the school.  
 
Deciding to throw herself into the role, she rummages in her grandfather's attic for some props. There, she discovers an 
old violin in the corner—strange, since her Zayde has never seemed to like music, not even going to any of her recitals. 
Showing it to her grandfather unleashes an anger in him she has never seen before, and while she is frightened of what it 
might mean, Shirli keeps trying to connect with her Zayde and discover the awful reason behind his anger. A long-kept 
family secret spills out, and Shirli learns the true power of music, both terrible and wonderful. 
 

 
ERIC WALTERS is one of Canada's best-known and most prolific writers of fiction for children and young adults. 
His books have been translated into thirteen languages and have won over 120 awards, including thirteen 
separate children's choice awards, as well as the Africana Children’s Book Award, the UNESCO Award for 
Literature in Service of Tolerance and The Christopher Award. He lives in Guelph, Ontario, and is the co-founder 
of Creation of Hope, a charity that provides care for orphans in the Mbooni district of Kenya. In 2014 Eric was 
named a Member of the Order of Canada. His most recent novel is Elephant Secret, which is his hundredth 
published book. Visit him online at ericwalters.net and on Twitter: @EricRWalters.  
 
 
KATHY KACER's award-winning list of Holocaust fiction and non-fiction for young readers includes The Secret 
of Gabi's Dresser (winner of OLA Silver Birch Award), The Diary of Laura's Twin (winner of the National Jewish 
Book Council Award [US] as well as the Canadian Jewish Book Award), Hiding Edith (winner of the OLA Silver 
Birch Award; the Sydney Taylor Book Award [Association of Jewish Libraries], Notable Book for Older Readers; 
and the Yad Vashem Award for Children's Holocaust Literature [Israel]), and To Look a Nazi in the Eye (a Sydney 
Taylor Honor Book for Teens). Her books have been published and translated in twenty countries. She is the 
child of Holocaust survivors, and the parent of two actors and musical theater performers. For more 
information, please see: www.kathykacer.com. 
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Mud, Sand, and 
Snow 

Charlotte Agell 
 
Mud makes me dance in the spring.  I  f ly  up to the sky on 
my swing.  
 
So begins a celebration of the four seasons, as a young girl explores, with 
family and friends, the mud of spring, sand and wind in the summer, leaves 

and pumpkins in the fall, and the joys of snow in winter. Toddlers will enjoy listening to, and repeating, the easy rhyming 
text that invites them to use all their senses to experience the world changing around them. They will feel grass tickling 
their toes, hear bees buzzing, and see their breath steam in the cold of winter.  
 
Author/illustrator Charlotte Agell brings her trademark light and airy watercolors to this joyful board book. 
 
CHARLOTTE AGELL is the author/illustrator of  more than a dozen books for children and young adults. Her books include The 
Accidental Adventures of India McAllister, Shift, I Swam With a Seal, Dancing Feet, and Maybe Tomorrow, illustrated by Ana Ramirez. 
Originally from Sweden, Agell spent part of her childhood in Canada where, she says, she learned English by borrowing stacks of books 
every week at the public library in Mount Royal, Quebec. She also lived in Hong Kong for seven years. When she moved to Maine, 
where she has now lived for more than 35 years, she was delighted to once again be able to experience all four seasons. Her favorite 
season? Whatever one she’s in at the time! 
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Who Do I Want To 
Become? 

Rumeet Billan 
 
WHO DO I WANT TO BECOME?  is  for anyone,  of  any age,  
who has been stumped by the question of what they’re going 
to be when they grow up.  
 
A class project is due, and Dylan is struggling with the question: “What do you 

want to be when you grow up?” Ultimately, he realizes that it’s who are you that matters the most. 
 
WHO DO I WANT TO BECOME? is a refreshing new take on a question asked time and time again. One that invites us 
to discover something wonderful about ourselves that has nothing to do with what you want to be and everything to do 
with who you are and who you want to be. 
 
DR. RUMEET BILLAN is an award-winning, internationally recognized entrepreneur, learning architect and humanitarian. At the age of 
twenty-five, and again three years later, Rumeet was named one of Canada’s Top 100 Most Powerful Women by the Women’s 
Executive Network. She has been profiled as a ‘Generation Entrepreneur’ by Forbes, and her work has been featured in The Globe and 
Mail and The Financial Post. Rumeet is the President of Viewpoint Leadership and Jobs in Education where she has designed and 
facilitated programs, courses, and training sessions across industries and sectors. She has delivered several TEDx talks. Her talk on The 
Future of Education at TEDx in Halifax, Nova Scotia was highly lauded and later adapted into a workshop for Ontario students, titled, 
Who do you want to be when you grow up?™. Rumeet lives in Mississauga, Ontario. 
 
MICHELLE CLEMENT is a children's book designer and illustrator. She was a Chronicle Books Children's Design Fellow in 2016, and 
now works alongside award-winning children's book author and designer Sara Gillingham in her cozy Vancouver home studio. 
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“An everyday household story beautifully written and warmly 

illustrated. In an increasingly fast-paced and tech-oriented 
world, all kids and grown-ups need to pause and be reminded of 

this book's much-needed message—be a true citizen of the 
world, who is kind, compassionate, and giving." 

—Komal Singh , program manager at Google and author of Ara 
the Star Engineer  

 
 

“Who Do I Want to Become? is an entertaining and insightful 
book that helps reframe conversations young people have about 

the future and their place in it." 
—Michael Salvatori , Educator and author of numerous FSL 

student resources 
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Paseka 
A LITTLE ELEPHANT, BRAVE 

Ruth James 
 
A moving and tender picture book depicting the true 
story of  an orphaned elephant calf ,  written by a  founder 
of an organization that supports l iteracy in Africa.  
 
Based on a true story, PASEKA: A Little Elephant, Brave is the incredible 
story of an orphaned elephant calf. Having escaped the poachers who 
killed her mother, Paseka now faces other dangers in the African savanna. 
But when she mistakes a safari jeep for her mother, the miraculous 

happens. Even once Paseka discovers it’s a jeep, she keeps following it, right into camp! There, humans transfer her to an 
elephant rehabilitation center where brave little Paseka finds a new family. Author Ruth James’s involvement in the 
African Children’s Book Box Society (www.africanbookbox.org) inspired her to write Paseka. Through the society, 
portable libraries of African literature in Book Boxes are distributed to local schools, primarily in Tanzania. Told from 
Paseka’s point of view, the story raises important issues about the interaction between humans and wildlife, and our role 
in its protection and conservation. It also encourages empathy, so often the catalyst for positive change. While written to 
create African literature for African children, the book’s relevance is universal. 
 
RUTH JAMES is a former school teacher who loves children’s literature. She is a director on the board of the African Children’s Book 
Box Society (www.africanbookbox.org). The society, which began as a literacy project in Kenya, now works mainly in Tanzania, 
providing portable libraries of books by African authors to schools that have few storybooks and even fewer featuring African children. 
It was during a visit to Africa that Ruth met Paseka, the little orphan elephant, and was inspired to share Paseka’s story with children.  
Kent Laforme (illustrator) is a stone carver who loves to draw. In fact, he’s loved drawing and stones all his life. While working on this 
book, Kent stumbled upon a 15,000 lb (almost 7,000 kg) boulder that looked just like an elephant! Inspired by this story, Kent is now 
carving Paseka in stone. He lives in Victoria, BC, with his wife, Tamara, and their two children, Aya and Koen. You can view his work at 
www.kentlaforme.com. 
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Ara the Star Engineer 

Komal Singh 
 
An inspiring young girl  uses her smarts and grit  to solve a  
big problem. 
 
ARA THE STAR ENGINEER is the story of an inspiring young girl who uses her 
smarts and grit to solve a big problem. Ara loves numbers―BIG numbers. She 
wants to program her droid DeeDee (“Beep!”) to count all the stars in the sky, 
but she’s not sure how. In this whimsical adventure, Ara visits Innovation Plex to 

enlist the help of four tech trailblazers―inspiring real-life engineers at Google who are today’s equivalents of Ada 
Lovelace and Katherine Johnson. With her new friends, she explores the algorithm of success: coding, courage, creativity, 
and collaboration. In the end, Ara discovers that the superpower of science and friendship can solve any problem, and be 
lots of fun. (“Beeeeep!”) 
 
Google engineering program manager KOMAL SINGH was taken aback when her four-year old daughter proclaimed, “Engineers are 
boys.” So she decided to do something about it and teamed up with peers and leaders at Google to bust that bias for all kids. As a 
techie, a mother, and an immigrant, Singh is passionate about using technology as an enabler and an equalizer for all. She takes part in 
kids’ coding clubs, sits on hackathon judge panels, and volunteers with nonprofits on technology development. Komal grew up in India 
and studied Computer Science at Delhi University and later moved to Canada to complete post-graduate studies from Simon Fraser 
University. She now lives in Waterloo, Canada, with her family. 
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“‘If she can see it, she can be it.’ With this story, girls can see 

leaders and be inspired to become one. A book for all ages and 
genders!” 

—Geena Davis, Founder and Chair, Geena Davis Institute on 
Gender in Media 

 
“Ara and her friends are more than just characters; they are 

models for girls and boys to follow, if they are curious about the 
world—and want to build a better one.” 

—Eric Schmidt, Former Executive Chairman and CEO of Google 
 

“This book is beautifully drawn and supports a great cause! It is 
so important to encourage our young girls to become leaders in 

STEM fields—and this book does just that. A great bedtime story 
for any little engineer-to-be.” 

—Rachel Ignotofsky, author of Women in Science and Women 
in Sports 

 
“Stories help us understand ourselves, each other and the world 
around us. In a more and more technical world we need stories 

like Ara's to help us bring up the next generation of problem 
solvers." 

—Linda Liukas, Author of Hello Ruby series 
 

“The world needs more girls in tech and curious, young Ara 
provides a delightful entry point. This book is a beautifully 

illustrated adventure highlighting diverse, real-life engineer role 
models sure to inspire future STEM stars." 

—Debra Sterling, CEO of GoldieBlox 
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We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, which last year invested $153 
million to bring the arts to Canadians throughout the country. 

 
Nous remercions le Conseil des arts du Canada de son soutien. L’an dernier, le Conseil a investi 

153 millions de dollars pour mettre de l’art dans la vie des Canadiennes et des Canadiens de 
tout le pays  
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