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THE ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
UGLY ANIMALS 

Written and Illustrated by Sami Bayly 

It’s time for ugly to enter the spotlight! 

With more than sixty ugly animals to explore, this compendium of the 
unusual celebrates the beauty in ‘ugliness’. Children and adults alike will 
pore over the breathtaking scientific illustrations of unusual animals, 
debating their relative ugliness and merits and learning about science 
and nature along the way. 

This book features illustrations and facts about animals including the 
naked mole rat, goblin shark, aye-aye, sphynx cat, blobfish and many 
more ‘ugly’ beauties. 

This gorgeous hardcover book is illustrated in beautiful scientific detail 
by exciting new Australian talent Sami Bayly. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Sami Bayly is a natural history illustrator based in Newcastle who loves 
all things weird and wonderful. She finds the beauty and importance of 
all animals regardless of their appearance and hopes to share her 
appreciation with others. 

After recently completing her university degree, she is eager to see what 
the world has instore for her and her quirky subject matter. 

The Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Ugly Animals is her first book. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 7–9 

Pub Date: October 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 128 pages 

Material Available: Requests 
  taken 

Rights Held: World 
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MY BOOK (NOT YOURS) 

Written and Illustrated by Ben Sanders 

When a sloth’s book becomes a snoozefest, a hero with style and pizzazz 
has to take the lead. 

Lento is SO excited you are reading HIS book. He has a BIG story to tell 
you. First, though, he needs a little nap. But if you snooze, you lose. Enter 
Fox, stage right, to steal the show. 

My Book (Not Yours) is the first book in a ridiculously fun character-
driven picture book series about a bewildered sloth and a sly old fox who 
keeps stealing the limelight. 

This is a picture book for readers 3+ and their cool parents who love 
humorous, concept-driven picture books by people such as Aaron 
Blabey, Mac Barnett, Mo Willems, Jon Klassen, Kes Gray and Dan Santat. 

Ben has a gorgeous, simple illustration style and has created two wildly 
appealing characters who are always trying to outwit each other.  

The Author and Illustrator 

Ben Sanders toils away in his mid-century studio in Ballarat, Victoria, 
where he illustrates for clients such as Apple, The Wall Street Journal and 
Harrods of London.  

He has recently returned from several years living in the High Andes of 
Bolivia, where he worked with BiblioWorks – who assist street kids and 
establish libraries in remote areas.  

Ben is best known for his vibrant characters on the Natural Confectionery 
Co. packs and for his acclaimed first children’s picture book, I’ve an Uncle 
Ivan. 

You can see his work on Instagram @ben.sanders.illustrator or you can 
visit his website: www.bensanders.com.au. My Book (Not Yours) is the 
first book in Ben’s Lento & Fox series.  

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 3–5 

Pub Date: June 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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MY UNICORN FARTS GLITTER 

Written by Suzanne Barton 
Illustrated by Shannon Horsfall 

A tale of sibling love and farty bath-times. 

My unicorn is an icky sticky disaster area, 
from his silly, sparkly horn to his polka dot bottom. 
But despite the stink, the sneezes and snores, 
I love him loads and he loves me more. 

A hilarious, gently rhyming story with a lot of heart about the love and 
acceptance between a little girl and her younger brother, who is depicted 
as a clumsy – and often revolting – unicorn.  

An irreverent picture book for boys and girls aged 3+ with echoes of 
Aaron Blabey and Lauren Child, about a sticky, icky, clumsy unicorn and 
his stinky glitter farts. 

This is the Suzanne’s first picture book and she’s an author that Hachette 
Australia plans to nurture to develop more titles.  

The Author and Illustrator 

Suzanne Barton was born in Zimbabwe, raised on the coast of Western 
Australia and now lives in Melbourne. By day, she is the editor of 
Melbourne Magazine. In her spare time she creates cabaret productions 
inspired by 1940s radio drama, featuring jazz covers of popular songs. 
She has previously self-published the story book Meeka, which won its 
category at the 2012 Children’s and Young Adult Writers and Illustrators 
Conference.  

Shannon Horsfall is an author and illustrator based in Australia but living 
in fairyland. Her head is a mess of stories, pictures and the occasional 
cake recipe. She’s been published by HarperCollins and her previous title 
was shortlisted for Speech Pathology Australia’s Book of the Year. 
Shannon has also received several awards for both her graphic design 
work and illustrations. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 3–6 

Pub Date: August 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 24 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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MOVING YOUR BODY 

Written and Illustrated by Beci Orpin 

A simple, vibrantly illustrated board book focused on bodies in 
movement, from one of Australia’s leading designer–illustrators. 

Flying with your arms . . . 
Sneezing with your nose . . . 
There are so many interesting ways to move your body! 

Learn about the different movements we can do in this vibrantly 
illustrated board book, with simple and fun text, from one of Australia’s 
leading designer–illustrators, Beci Orpin. 

DRESSING YOUR FAMILY 

Written and Illustrated by Beci Orpin 

Learn about family relationships and naming articles of clothing in this 
fun and inclusive board book, brightly and simply illustrated by Beci 
Orpin. 

My grandma wears a cardigan. 
My step-brother wears a jacket.  
My family wears many different types of clothes. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Beci Orpin is a creative practitioner based in Melbourne. Her work 
occupies a space between illustration, design and craft. Beci has run a 
freelance studio for over twenty years, catering to a wide range of 
clients, as well as exhibiting her work both locally and internationally. 
She has authored four D.I.Y. books and one children’s title. Her work is 
described as colourful, graphic, bold, feminine and dream-like.

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 0–5  

Pub Date: August 2019 

Format: Board book 

Extent: 16 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Ages: 0–5 
Pub Date: October 2019 
Format: Board book 
Extent: 16 pages 
Material Available: Requests 
  taken 
Rights Held: World 
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FASHIONISTA 

Written and Illustrated by Maxine Beneba Clarke 

A beautiful picture book all about the power of expressing yourself. 

Put on your passion. Flaunt your heart on your sleeve. You’re a 
fashionista. Work it. Wear it. Believe. 

A gorgeous gift book for anyone who wants to embrace their 
individuality from the award-winning author of Wide Big World and The 
Patchwork Bike. 

Praise for The Patchwork Bike 

‘This book is just what many of us need right now.’ – Kirkus (starred 
review) 

‘Beautifully written and incredibly powerful.’ – Books+Publishing 

‘In her picture book debut, Clarke’s lines sing with sound and rhythm.’ 
– Publishers Weekly (starred review)

The Author and Illustrator 

Maxine Beneba Clarke is a widely published Australian writer of Afro-
Caribbean descent. The Patchwork Bike, Maxine’s first picture book with 
Van T. Rudd, was a CBCA Honour Book for 2017, and has been published 
in the United States to widespread acclaim. Her critically acclaimed short 
fiction collection Foreign Soil won the 2015 ABIA for Literary Fiction Book 
of the Year and the 2015 Indie Book Award for Debut Fiction, and was 
shortlisted for both the Matt Richell Award for New Writing and the 
Stella Prize. She was also named as one of the Sydney Morning 
Herald’s Best Young Novelists for 2015. Maxine has published three 
poetry collections including Carrying the World, which won the Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Award for Poetry in 2017 and was shortlisted for the 
Colin Roderick Award. The Hate Race, a memoir about growing up black 
in Australia, won the Multicultural NSW Award at the 2017 NSW 
Premier’s Literary Awards and was shortlisted for an ABIA, an Indie 
Award, the Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards and the Stella Prize. 

 SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 4–8 

Pub Date: July 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 48 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 

Previous Rights Sold: The 
Patchwork Bike (Candlewick 
Press) 
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 JOEY AND RILEY 

Written and Illustrated by Mandy Foot 

A beautiful story of the bond between a boy and his dog, as well as a 
moving portrait of rural life. 

Joey lives on a farm with his mum, his grandad and his best friend – 
Riley, a working dog. Joey and Riley are inseparable, sharing adventures 
all day long. 

But times are tough, and Joey and his mum have to move to town so that 
she can find work. Joey misses Riley desperately, relying on his grandad’s 
letters to stay connected with his best mate. Until the day Grandad 
writes with sad news: Riley has gone missing in a big storm. Joey is 
devastated – but things might not be as they seem . . . 

Mandy Foot’s naturalistic illustrations stunningly capture rural life. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Mandy Foot is a self-proclaimed animal nut and horse lover, and she 
works in a studio in the Adelaide Hills. Mandy’s picture books for Lothian 
Children’s Books (Hachette Australia) include the very popular Captain 
Kangaroo series and the bestsellers The Wheels on the Bus and Old 
MacDonald Had a Farm. 

For free music and other fun downloads visit www.mandyfoot.com.au or 
follow her on twitter.com/mandy_foot 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 4–6 

Pub Date: July 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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THE ULTIMATE ANIMAL COUNTING BOOK 

Written and Illustrated by Jennifer Cossins 

Acclaimed author/illustrator Jennifer Cossins (as praised on The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show) has created the most incredible animal counting book 
ever, featuring 100 animals, from the smallest to the biggest, and 
interesting facts about each one. 

Can you count one blue whale? Probably. 

How about 16 lions? Or 44 penguins? Or 100 fairy flies? 

Join CBCA Award-winner Jennifer Cossins on an expedition through the 
animal kingdom, counting one to 100 and collecting fascinating animal 
facts along the way. Discover the colour of a zebra’s skin under its stripes, 
how a tapir uses its nose as a snorkel when it swims, and that 
cranes are famous for their dancing! 

Beautifully illustrated with full-colour pictures of animals great and small 
from all over the world – from the familiar wombat and sea turtle to the 
unusual gerenuk and caracal – The Ultimate Animal Counting Book is an 
utter delight. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Jennifer Cossins is a 2017 CBCA Honour Book-winning Tasmanian artist 
and writer with a passion for nature, the animal kingdom and all things 
bright and colourful. Jennifer also designs homewares, textiles and 
stationery, which she stocks in her store Red Parka. Jennifer’s books 
include A–Z of Endangered Animals, 101 Collective Nouns and The Baby 
Animal Book.  

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 4–8 

Pub Date: April 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 136 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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COLOUROOS 

Written and Illustrated by Anna McGregor 

When three different-coloured mobs of kangaroos come together, they 
discover they have more in common than they expect. A vibrant and 
colourful celebration of diversity. 

Deep in the heart of the Red Centre lived a mob of red kangaroos. During 
a long, hot drought, the thirsty roos went searching for water. 

When three different groups of kangaroos – red, blue and yellow – all 
come to the same watering hole, they aren’t sure what to make each of 
other at first. But soon they discover that they aren’t so different after 
all. As the three groups become one, new colours appear, and soon the 
roos have created a wonderful rainbow! 

On the surface, this is a light-hearted story about the colour spectrum, 
but on a deeper level it is a beautiful celebration of diversity. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Anna McGregor is a Melbourne-based writer and illustrator. Her 
background in graphic design is evident in her high-impact compositions 
and her penchant for problem-solving. Her debut picture 
book, Colouroos, was partly inspired by her childhood in rural Australia. 

SPECIFICATIONS Ages: 

3–5 

Pub Date: April 2019 Format: 

Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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MISS FRANKLIN 

Written by Libby Hathorn 
Illustrated by Phil Lesnie 

A fascinating story about Miles Franklin, one of Australian literature’s 
most significant women, written by one of the biggest names in 
children’s literature. 

This is a story about iconic Australian writer Stella Miles Franklin, 
namesake of two major literary prizes, during her brief but formative 
time as a governess in rural New South Wales. Teenager Stella Miles 
Franklin has to work to help support her family. Stella is unhappy in her 
job and longs for the freedom and excitement of city life. While working, 
she meets a young orphan girl, Imp, who is almost as feisty as Stella 
herself, and who spurs the older girl to follow her dreams. 

Inspired by events in Miles Franklin’s life, Miss Franklin is told by multi-
award-winning author Libby Hathorn and acclaimed illustrator Phil 
Lesnie, and includes a facts page about Stella Miles Franklin. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Libby Hathorn is an award-winning author and poet of more than fifty 
books for children, young adults and adult readers. Translated into 
several languages and adapted for both stage and screen, her work has 
won honours in Australia, the United States, Great Britain and Holland. 
In 2014 she won the Alice Literary Award, a national award given to a 
woman who ‘has made a distinguished, long-term contribution to 
Australian literature’. 

Her first young adult novel, Thunderwith, has enjoyed over twenty-five 
years in continuous print and was made into a Hallmark Hall of Fame 
movie. Two of Libby’s picture books, Grandma’s Shoes and Sky Sash So 
Blue, have been performed as operas, with a third on the way. For more 
information, free writing tips and teaching resources, go to www. 
libbyhathorn.com 

Phil Lesnie is a Sydney-based illustrator of children's books. He is also a 
children's bookseller. He works primarily in watercolour, because in a 
watercolour painting even mistakes look lovely. He is the illustrator of 
Feathers, which was shortlisted for the Prime Minister's Literary Awards 
in 2018. His first three books were CBCA Notable books in 2015, 2016 
and 2018. But his first cat, Cassidy, is notable all of the time. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 5–8 

Pub Date: June 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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 EUREKA! 

Written and Illustrated by Mark Wilson 

A stirring story of the goldfields and the Eureka Rebellion, by award-
winning author/illustrator Mark Wilson. 

Molly and her father have emigrated to Australia to try their luck as 
gold prospectors in Ballarat, Victoria. Life on the diggings is hard 
and Molly misses her mother, who died before they left England.  

A Chinese teenager, Chen, shows Molly and her Papa how to pan 
for gold and helps them when their food and money run out. Not 
everyone on the goldfields is friendly, however. Chen and other 
Chinese diggers are often bullied and the police lock up miners who 
haven’t paid the exorbitant gold licence fee. Before long, Molly, 
Papa and Chen are caught up in a protest that will become known 
as the Eureka Rebellion – a legendary battle that profoundly affects 
them all. 

From award-winning author and illustrator Mark Wilson, this 
powerful story is inspired by real people and historical events. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Mark Wilson is an acclaimed author/illustrator whose picture 
books include the war-themed series My Mother’s Eyes: The Story 
of a Boy Soldier (2009), Angel of Kokoda (2010), Vietnam Diary 
(2013) and Digger, the Dog Who Went to War (2015). He has also 
written and illustrated Migaloo, the White Whale (2015), Beth: The 
Story of a Child Convict (2016), Never Lose Hope: The Story of 
Australia’s First School (2018) and the art-themed books Ben & 
Gracie’s Art Adventure (2011) and Inside the World of Tom Roberts 
(2012). His other titles include the Wilderness Society and Whitley 
Award-winning extinction series I Saw Nothing: The Extinction of 
the Thylacine; I Said Nothing: The Extinction of the Paradise Parrot 
and I Did Nothing: The Extinction of the Gastric Brooding Frog and 
Yellow-Eye (2002), which also won the Wilderness Society Award. 
Mark lives in Frankston, Victoria.  

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 7–9 

Pub Date: September 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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THE SQUIDGE DIBLEY SERIES 

Written and Illustrated by Mick Elliott 

An anarchic junior fiction comedy series featuring a bizarre main 
character, for fans of the Weirdo, Treehouse and Wimpy Kids series.  

Book 1: Squidge Dibley Destroys the School 

Things are going downhill fast for class 6PU at Craglands South Primary School. 
But just when it seems like the school term has been turned into a prison term, 
a new kid arrives. A kid unlike any other kid at Craglands South. A kid named 
Squidge Dibley. He’s small, quiet and strangely . . . squidgy. And he’s about to 
change everything. Because Squidge Dibley is curiously special and especially 
curious. And sometimes when all hope is lost, you’ve got to get a little squidgy. 

Book 2: Squidge Dibley Destroys the Galaxy (November 2019) 

Class 6PU is going on the most epic excursion ever – a week-long simulation 
where they get to experience what it’s like to be junior astronauts-in-training. 
But a mix-up at the launch pad sends the whole class into orbit for real and on 
a crash course with the international space station. Can Squidge get his 
classmates safely back to earth before they run out of oxygen and Uranus 
jokes? 

Book 3: Squidge Dibley Destroys Everything (March 2020) 

When Squidge and his classmates discover a hidden bunker buried under the 
kindergarten playground at Craglands South Primary, they hatch a plan to 
transform it into a secret underground chill zone. But their lunchtime 
renovation project spirals out of control when the teachers’ cars start sinking 
in the staff car park and their old nemesis Hector Hoovesly returns. Can Squidge 
save their secret hideout before Craglands South Primary crumbles into the 
ground forever? 

The Author and Illustrator 

Mick Elliott is a children’s television producer, scriptwriter and animator. He 
worked at Nickelodeon Australia for seventeen years, overseeing award-
winning series for kids of all ages. His credits as producer include Camp 
Orange, Play Along With Ollie, Slimefest and hundreds of advertising 
campaigns. His work at Nickelodeon has won more than twenty international 
awards, while his animated short films have screened at over sixty festivals 
worldwide. Mick lives in Sydney with his wife, two kids and a garden full of 
lizards. www.mickelliott.me

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 7–10 

Pub Date: July 2019 

Format: B format paperback 

Extent: 176 pages 

Material Available: First pages 

Rights Held: World 

Rights Sold: Germany (Loewe); 
Hebrew (Sefer Lakol) 
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THE UNLISTED SERIES 

Written by Chris Kunz and Justine Flynn 

In this exciting new three book Netflix TV tie-in series, teen twins Dru and 
Kal Sharma must work together with a group of underground vigilante kids 
to stop a sinister organisation from controlling the world’s youth 
population. 

Book 1: The Unlisted 

There’s nothing that Drupad Sharma fears more than the dentist, so when 
a compulsory dental check takes place at school, he convinces his identical 
twin Kalpen to take his place. What neither boy realises is that the dental 
check is the start of a terrifying series of events, controlled by a sinister 
organisation called Infinity Group that aims to control the hearts and 
minds of young people. It’s a race against time to uncover the truth of the 
operation and, when they discover four teens hiding in abandoned train 
tunnels in central Sydney, Dru and Kal realise that perhaps they may just 
be able to stop the experiment before all is lost.  

The Authors 

Chris Kunz is a writer, editor and publisher who works across the TV, film 
and publishing industries. She has written and script-edited for children’s 
television, and has worked at various publishing houses, where she has 
been an editor and children’s publisher. Chris created, storylined and 
wrote bestselling children’s series with the Irwin family and Australia Zoo, 
and the RSPCA for Random House Australia. She has an MA in Theatre 
Studies from UNSW.  

Justine Flynn is a writer, director, producer and has held senior executive 
roles at many networks including the ABC, BBC and for Nickelodeon 
Australia. She managed the development of Spicks and Specks, We Can Be 
Heroes, Summer Heights High and children’s shows such as Nick Takes 
Over Your School, Being Eve, Camp Orange and was part of the creative 
development team behind Blue Water High. Justine has branched out as 
an independent executive producer under her own company Buster 
Productions and is currently focusing her attention on developing a slate 
of projects spanning publishing, TV and film. In 2016, Random House 
published Justine’s first preschool book, Miss Mae’s Saturday. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 8–12 

Pub Date: July 2019 

Format: B format paperback 

Extent: 256 pages 

Material Available: Requests 
  taken 

Rights Held: World 
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BAT VS POSS 

Written by Alexa Moses 
Illustrated by Anil Tortop 

Meek the possum and her sisters three are happy living in the sprawling 
paperbark tree – until the day Squabbles the bat moves in. A story about 
sharing and making friends. 

Meek lives with her three sisters, a gaggle of birds, lizards and other 
creatures next to a tumbledown terrace house. Everyone shares the space, 
and life is pretty sweet until the day a rude and messy fruit bat named 
Squabbles moves in – and demands everyone else move OUT. Will Meek be 
able to get rid of Squabbles, or is there a way for everyone to get along?  

Alexa Moses’ lively rhyming text is entertaining to read aloud and Anil 
Tortop’s illustrations are full of terrific detail and great characterisation. 
Bat vs Poss is a fun story about learning to share that kids aged 3 to 5 will 
want to read over and over. 

Reviews 

‘Anil Tortop’s illustrations are, again, simply stunning. Her work is 
colourful and vibrant, and has a magical ability to draw your eyes from 
across the room.’ — Kids’ Book Review on Anil Tortop’s Digby and the 
Yodelayhee . . . Who? 

The Author and Illustrator 

Alexa Moses has a master’s degree in screenwriting from the Australian 
Film Television and Radio School, and is a children’s television writer. She 
also worked as a journalist at the Sydney Morning Herald for six years. 
Alexa won the Varuna HarperCollins fellowship for her first manuscript, 
and has had two middle-grade novels published by HarperCollins. When 
she’s not reading and writing, Alexa spends her time knitting, cooking, 
watching sitcoms and listening to maudlin pop music. 

Anil Tortop was born and raised in Turkey. She moved to Australia in 
early 2011 and has been trying to get used to the local eight-legged 
house-intruders and slithering visitors to her garden ever since. Anil has 
illustrated sixteen children’s books and also works as an animator and 
character/concept designer. Nowadays, Anil lives in Brisbane with her 
husband. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 3–5 

Pub Date: February 2019 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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WIDE BIG WORLD 
 

Written by Maxine Beneba Clarke  
Illustrated by Isobel Knowles 

 
Difference is everywhere, just look and see. This whole-wide-big-world 
is wondrous-unique. 
 
On her first day at school Izzy learns that everyone is unique – and that 
the world is beautiful as a result.  
 
A gorgeous picture book about our diverse and wonderful world from 
award-winning author Maxine Beneba Clarke and illustrator Isobel 
Knowles. 
 

The Author and Illustrator  
 

Maxine Beneba Clarke is a widely published Australian writer of Afro-
Caribbean descent. The Patchwork Bike, Maxine’s first picture book with 
Van T. Rudd, was a CBCA Honour Book for 2017, and has been published 
in the United States to widespread acclaim. Her critically acclaimed short 
fiction collection Foreign Soil won the 2015 ABIA for Literary Fiction Book 
of the Year and the 2015 Indie Book Award for Debut Fiction, and was 
shortlisted for both the Matt Richell Award for New Writing and the 
Stella Prize. She was also named as one of the Sydney Morning 
Herald’s Best Young Novelists for 2015. Maxine has published three 
poetry collections including Carrying the World, which won the Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Award for Poetry in 2017 and was shortlisted for the 
Colin Roderick Award. The Hate Race, a memoir about growing up black 
in Australia, won the Multicultural NSW Award at the 2017 NSW 
Premier’s Literary Awards and was shortlisted for an ABIA, an Indie 
Award, the Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards and the Stella Prize.  
 
Isobel Knowles is a Melbourne-based award-winning artist and 
animator. Her multidisciplinary practice spans short film, interactive 
installation, cross-platform performance, music, painting, photography 
and illustration. Her most recent achievements include winning the 2010 
Premier of Queensland’s National New Media Art Award, being given an 
Award of Distinction at the 2012 Ars Electronica Festival and creating 
(along with Cat Rabbit) two children’s books, Owl Know How and Too 
Much for Turtle. 
  

 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 5–7 

Pub Date: October 2018 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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DIGBY AND THE DUCK 

Written and Illustrated by Max Landrak 

A book about determination, discovery and a duck . . . or maybe it’s 
about nothing at all! From the creator of Danny Blue’s Really Excellent 
Dream. 

Digby can’t shake the feeling he’s being spied on, but by who? Curiosity 
and investigation will pay off – in the most unexpected way! 

A wonderfully illustrated, off-beat story that will delight kids, parents and 
educators. 

Praise for Danny Blue’s Really Excellent Dream 

‘Max Landrak’s first children’s book is a delight . . . bound to bring forth 
giggles’ – Books+Publishing  

‘Highly recommended . . . This delightful book, like a fable, will engender 
much discussion’ – ReadPlus  

The Author and Illustrator 

Max Landrak is an art director, writer and illustrator who has lived in 
Oslo, London, New York, Sydney, Melbourne, Auckland and Singapore. 
His quirky sense of humour has been recognised at international 
advertising award shows including Cannes Lions, The One Show and 
D&AD. He once made a short film about baked beans (a Tropfest finalist) 
and ran a marathon in Havana, Cuba. Max was born in the far north of 
Norway and, despite spending most of his adult life in Australia, can still 
build a mean snowman and a habitable snow cave. His acclaimed first 
book, Danny Blue’s Really Excellent Dream, was published in 2017.

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 4–7 

Pub Date: September 2018 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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LEAVING THE LYREBIRD FOREST 
 

Written by Gary Crew 
Illustrated by Julian Laffan 

 
A lyrical coming-of-age story about friendship and the power of the 
natural world, illustrated with stunning woodcut artwork. 
 
Alice has spent her life living on the outskirts of a small town, in a house 
nestled in bushland. Every other morning, she is visited by a lyrebird. Her 
bond with this magnificent bird brings her together with her nearest 
neighbour, Mr Brown, a widower who loves the bush and its treasures 
as much as she does.  
 
But change is coming: Alice is growing up and having to think about her 
future (a future which might mean leaving the bushland for her 
education). Mr Brown is getting older, and less able to look after himself. 
And as the nearby town grows, their beloved lyrebird and bushland are 
threatened too.  
 
Featuring colour plates of Julian Laffan’s stunning woodcut illustrations, 
Leaving the Lyrebird Forest is a story that will resonate with readers 
everywhere.  
 

The Author and Illustrator 

Gary Crew is well known for his rich, multi-layered and intensely 
suspenseful bestselling novels for young people. Four times the winner 
of the CBCA Book of the Year Award, as well as numerous other 
Australian and international awards, Gary is Professor of Creative Writing 
at the University of the Sunshine Coast in Queensland. 

 

Julian Laffan is an artist, educator and curator living in the historic town 
of Braidwood, NSW. Julian specialises in contemporary woodcuts and 
drawings, using these mediums to create sculptural objects and works 
on paper which explore themes of history and identity. He has also 
worked on cross-cultural print-based projects in East Timor, Indonesia 
and on the Thai–Burma border. His works are in the collection of the 
Australian Print Council, Canberra Museum and Gallery and significant 
private collections. 

  

 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 10–14  

Pub Date: October 2018 

Format: Paperback 

Extent: 176 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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CICADA 

Written and Illustrated by Shaun Tan 

The story of a cicada who works in an office, and all the people who don’t 
appreciate him. The stunning new picture book from multi-award-
winner Shaun Tan, author of The Arrival, The Lost Thing and Rules of 
Summer. 

Cicada work in tall building. 
Data entry clerk. Seventeen year. 
No sick day. No mistake. 
Tok Tok Tok! 

Cicada works in an office, dutifully toiling day after day for 
unappreciative bosses and being bullied by his co-workers. But one day, 
Cicada goes to the roof of the building and something truly extraordinary 
happens. 

This is a story for anyone who has ever felt unappreciated, overlooked 
or overworked, from Australia’s most acclaimed picture book creator. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Shaun Tan grew up in Perth and graduated from the University of 
Western Australia with joint honours in Fine Arts and English Literature. 
He began drawing and painting images for science fiction and horror 
stories in small-press magazines as a teenager, and has since become 
best known for illustrated books that deal with social, political and 
historical subjects through surreal, dream-like imagery. His works 
include The Red Tree, The Lost Thing, Rules of Summer and the acclaimed 
wordless novel The Arrival. All have been widely translated throughout 
Europe, Asia and South America, and are enjoyed by readers of all ages.  

Shaun has also worked as a theatre designer and a concept artist for the 
films Horton Hears a Who! and Pixar’s WALL-E and, in 2011, he shared 
an Academy Award for his work on the animated short film based on his 
book, The Lost Thing. In that same year, he won the Dromkeen Medal for 
services to children’s literature and the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award, 
the world’s richest children’s literature prize. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Ages: 6+ 

Pub Date: July 2018 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: Translation rights in 
all languages except Brazilian 
Portuguese, Complex Chinese, 
Czech, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Norwegian, Korean, Spanish, 
Swedish. 

For English language rights, film 
and all rights in the above-named 
languages, contact: 
sophie@passion-pictures.com.au 

Rights Sold: Arabic, Chinese 
Simplified, Complex Chinese, 
Czech, Danish, Dutch, English 
Language US, English Language 
UK, French, German, Italian, 
Japanese, Korean, Norwegian, 
Polish, Spanish, Swedish, Turkish. 
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WHAT’S AT THE END OF THIS 
PIECE OF ROPE? 

Written by Tania Cox 
Illustrated by Jedda Robaard 

A sweet story about co-operation and problem-solving, with a terrific 
read-aloud rhythm and adorable illustrations from a bestselling 
illustrator. 

A little girl spots a piece of rope. She wants to find out what’s at the end 
of it, but it’s too heavy to pull by herself. One by one, the friendly jungle 
animals offer to help. Working together, they solve the mystery and 
discover what’s really at the end of the rope. 

The simple text, with its repeated refrain, makes a terrific read-aloud 
story and is also perfect for kids learning to read. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Tania Cox is a children’s picture book author living in southern 
Queensland. She has written stories about all sorts of animals. Two of 
her titles, Snap! went Chester and With Nan, were both shortlisted for 
the CBCA Book Awards and With Nan was named an Honour Book. 

Jedda Robaard is a Melbourne-based illustrator of over 30 children’s 
books including the bestselling Little Creatures board book series. 
Jedda’s books have been sold in many countries, including Australia, the 
UK, the USA, Greece, the Netherlands, France, Taiwan, China and South 
Korea. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 0–5 years 

Pub Date: May 2018 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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THE ATEBAN CIPHER SERIES 

Written by A. L. Tait 

An orphan in exile. A band of rebel girls. A prince whose throne has been 
stolen. Come on a journey full of danger, intrigue, adventure and 
incredible secrets, in The Ateban Cipher duology. 

Book 1: The Book of Secrets 
Forced to flee his home to uncover the secrets hidden in a coded book, 
sheltered orphan Gabe discovers a world of danger, intrigue, adventure 
and unexpected friendship. When a dying man hands him a coded 
manuscript, Gabe is hurled into a quest that takes him beyond his 
monastery home and into a world of danger, political intrigue and 
adventure. Gabe learns that survival must be earned and that some of 
life’s biggest lessons are not found in books. Gabe finds himself 
questioning everything he knows about right and wrong and wondering 
if he’ll ever find a way back home. He also discovers that the biggest 
secret of all may be his own. 

Book 2: The Book of Answers 
In the second gripping Ateban Cipher novel, Gabe and his companions 
journey to a remote mountain citadel where they learn the secret of the 
mysterious, encrypted book that Gabe has been tasked with protecting. 
But their enemies are close behind them, and new dangers lie ahead. As 
Eddie seeks to regain his crown, and Merry and Gwyn race to free their 
father, Gabe will discover the answer to his own great mystery – his true 
identity. 

‘an exciting adventure read and an immersive story’ – Sunday Telegraph 
on The Book of Secrets 

The Author 

A. L. Tait grew up dreaming of world domination. Unfortunately, at the
time, her long-suffering parents didn’t look kindly upon sword fights,
plank-walking or bows and arrows. But dreams don’t die and The
Mapmaker Chronicles and The Ateban Cipher, the author’s two series of
books for children, are the result. The Mapmaker Chronicles: Race to the
End of the World was shortlisted for the Readings Children’s Book Prize
2015 and named a Notable Book in the CBCA Book of The Year Awards
2015.

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 8–12 years 

Pub Date: October 2017; 
  April 2018 

Format: B format paperback 

Extent: 256 pages  

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 

Rights Sold: US (Kane Miller) 
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THE MAPMAKER CHRONICLES 

Written by A. L. Tait 

Adventure and danger lie just off the edge of the map in this 
swashbuckling series. The bestselling Mapmaker Chronicles comprises 
four thrilling adventures, which will appeal to boys and girls from 9 to 13. 

Book 1: Race to the End of the World 
The King is determined to discover what lies beyond the known world, 
and has promised a handsome prize to the ship’s captain who can bring 
him a map of the whole globe. Fourteen-year-old Quinn is shocked to be 
one of the chosen mapmakers. Nobody knows what lies off the edge of 
the map, but Quinn is about to find out, and it’s more than anyone 
bargained for. 

Book2: Prisoner of the Black Hawk 
Quinn is far from home in an exotic land filled with dangerous creatures 
and ruthless enemies. When he is betrayed by someone close to him and 
comes face-to-face with blood-thirsty pirates, Quinn has to decide once 
and for all who is a friend and who is a foe.  

Book 3: Breath of the Dragon 
The prize for winning the race around the world is almost within reach, 
but sometimes the biggest danger can lie close to home. It’s a race 
against the clock to get back before the King’s deadline. Will they make 
it in time and win the Race to the End of the World? 

Book 4: Beyond the Edge of the Map 
Quinn Freeman won his race around the world and is living a quiet life 
on the family farm – but the King’s enemies want to capture him and 
make use of his mapmaking skills. Quinn is forced to go on the run, taking 
to the high seas once more. Can he survive being double-crossed and left 
for dead? 

Reviews 

‘Not since Emily Rodda’s Deltora Quest series has there been such an 
exciting adventure tale.’ – Readings.com.au  

‘Great white beasts and would-be pirates will capture the attention of 
young readers . . . recommended for fans of adventure books.’ 
– Books+Publishing

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 9–13 

Pub Date: October 2014; April 
2015; October 2015; July 2017 

Format: B format paperback 

Extent: 256 pages 

Material: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 

Rights Sold: Lithuanian (Nieko 
Rimto); Turkish (Teen 
Yayincilik); US (Kane Miller) 
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A–Z OF AUSTRALIAN ANIMALS 

Written and Illustrated by Jennifer Cossins 

A beautifully illustrated hardback anthology of 26 of Australia’s most 
fascinating animals, from CBCA Honour Book author/illustrator Jennifer 
Cossins. 

From the award-winning creator of A–Z of Endangered Animals comes a 
stunning non-fiction picture book for boys and girls with a love of animals 
and a thirst for all things encyclopaedic. This exquisite full-colour picture 
book is packed with interesting facts and is perfect for young 
conservationists and students with a keen interest in the world around 
them. 

On this expedition through the alphabet, you will encounter some of the 
Australia’s rare and enchanting animals, from the gorgeous azure 
kingfisher and the sleepy koala, to the shy numbat and the friendly zebra 
finch.  

Come on an illustrated journey through Australia’s unique wildlife with 
Tasmanian artist Jennifer Cossins. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Jennifer Cossins is a 2017 CBCA Honour Book-winning Tasmanian artist 
and writer with a passion for nature, the animal kingdom and all things 
bright and colourful. Jennifer also designs homewares, textiles and 
stationery, which she stocks in her store Red Parka. Jennifer’s books 
include A–Z of Endangered Animals, 101 Collective Nouns and The Baby 
Animal Book.  

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 7–12 

Pub Date: April 2018 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 64 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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A–Z OF ENDANGERED ANIMALS 

Written and Illustrated by Jennifer Cossins 

This stunningly illustrated full-colour picture book is packed with 
interesting facts and is perfect for young conservationists and students 
with a keen interest in the world around us. 

On this journey through the alphabet, you will encounter some of the 
world’s most beautiful, rare and endangered animals, from the majestic 
Amur tiger and the curious kakapo, to the misunderstood Tasmanian 
devil and the shy zebra duiker.  

101 COLLECTIVE NOUNS 

Written and Illustrated by Jennifer Cossins 

A gorgeously illustrated picture book featuring 101 full-colour animal 
illustrations, each with its very own collective noun. 

A tribe of kiwis? A smack of jellyfish? A wisdom of wombats? 

Join Tasmanian artist Jennifer Cossins on an articulate adventure in the 
world of animals. Featuring 101 full-colour animal illustrations, each with 
its very own collective noun, as well as a brief history of collective nouns, 
this book will delight children and adults alike. 

THE BABY ANIMAL BOOK 

Written and Illustrated by Jennifer Cossins 

An adorable and informative picture book from the CBCA Honour Book-
winning author/illustrator Jennifer Cossins. 

What do you call a baby penguin? Or a baby owl? Or a baby platypus? 

Come along on an illustrated journey through the animal kingdom with 
Tasmanian artist Jennifer Cossins and find out! Perfect for children with 
a love of animals and all things encyclopaedic. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Ages: 7+ 
Pub Date: July 2017 
Format: Hardback 
Extent: 64 pages 
Material Available: Final pages 
Rights Held: World 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Ages: 7+ 
Pub Date: June 2017 
Format: Hardback 
Extent: 112 pages 
Material Available: Final pages 
Rights Held: World 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Ages: 7+ 
Pub Date: August 2017 
Format: Hardback 
Extent: 64 pages 
Material Available: Final pages

26



MR MO STARTS TO GROW 

Written and Illustrated by Laura Stitzel 

An adorable story about imagination, friendship and growing up. 

Mr Mo was a little monster. He was soft and squishy and not a bit scary. 

Mr Mo spends all his time with his best friend Jane, singing songs, doing 
magic tricks and sometimes making mischief. But one day, Mr Mo starts 
to grow. He grows a little more, and a little more, until he is so worried 
about becoming big and scary that he hides away. They are both so sad 
on their own – but Mr Mo soon realises that even big scary monsters still 
need their best friend (especially during very loud thunderstorms). 

A heartwarming story of friendship and imagination from talented young 
author/illustrator Laura Stitzel. 

The Author and Illustrator 

Laura Stitzel is an award-winning independent artist in Melbourne, 
Australia. She has been working as an illustrator, designer and animator 
in Australia and Canada since 2008. Laura’s work has appeared in many 
children’s television shows such as Emmy Award-winning Peg + Cat, 
Arthur (the world’s longest running children’s series), and Monster Chef, 
as well as in video games, commercials and educational interactive 
projects. 

Her uniquely vintage-style illustrations feature detailed pen-and-ink 
ornamentation and hand-lettering. Laura completed postgraduate study 
in Animation and Interactive Media at RMIT in Melbourne and studied 
classical drawing and painting at the New York Academy of Art.

SPECIFICATIONS 

Ages: 3–6 

Pub Date: March 2018 

Format: Hardback 

Extent: 32 pages 

Material Available: Final pages 

Rights Held: World 
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