N
N
P
P

E
E
U
U

W
W
B
B

S
S
L
L

O
O
I
I

U
U
S
S

T
T
H
H

H
H
I N G
I N G

2 0 1 8
2 0 1 8
R I G H
R I G H
C A T A
C
A T A
newsouthpublishing.com

T
T
L
L

S
S
O G U E
O G U E

UNSW Press Ltd
University of New South Wales
Sydney NSW 2052 Australia
S M A L L
P U B L I S H E R
O F
T H E
Y E A R
2 0 1 6
2 0 1 7
a n d

LORA FOUNTAIN & ASSOCIATES LITERARY AGENCY
Contact: agence@fountlit.com

NewSouth Publishing is the publishing
division of UNSW Press Ltd. A leading
Australian independent publisher, we
publish general, literary and illustrated
non-fiction and scholarly titles across two
imprints – NewSouth and UNSW Press.
We publish thoughtful, well-written books
in areas such as history, politics, current
affairs, biography and popular science.

S M A L L
P U B L I S H E R
O F
T H E
Y E A R
2 0 1 6
a n d 2 0 1 7

N E W S O U T H
P U B L I S H I N G

This book will change your mind about changing
your mind.

I

’

n This isn’t a debate, Susie’s life is unrecognisable
after the contents of her husband’s hard drive are
revealed, Dylan turns his back on a powerful religious
sect and Eleanor confronts catcallers in the backstreets
of Sydney’s Kings Cross with a microphone in hand for
an episode of NPR’s This American Life.
Eleanor Gordon-Smith weaves together contemporary
philosophy and high-stakes real-world stories in a
powerful and compelling exploration of the ethics of
belief. At a time when public debate is more divisive
than ever, Gordon-Smith makes sense of the muddy
chaos of why people change their minds — or don’t —
and how persuasion works — or doesn’t.

This isn’t a debate
Eleanor Gordon-Smith

POPULAR CULTURE /
PHILOSOPHY / ETHICS
rights available

Translation rights,
all enquiries to The Science Factory
UK and Commonwealth rights (excluding
ANZ) sold to Scribe UK, North American
rights sold to PublicAffairs

MAY 2019
MS available October 2018
224 pp | AU$29.99
210×135 mm PB

ELEANOR GORDON-SMITH is a writer and radio
broadcaster working at the intersection of academic ethics
and real life. Currently at Princeton University, she has
produced The Philosopher’s Zone on Australia’s Radio
National, appeared as the Clinical Ethicist on local Sydney
radio, and taught classes on ethics at the University of
Sydney from environmental responsibility to the philosophy
of sex. Her work has appeared in The Sydney Morning
Herald, The Australian, Meanjin, and on This American
Life.

N E W S O U T H
P U B L I S H I N G

The discipline of philosophy has done a consistent
job of keeping the thinking woman silent across the
centuries, or if not silent, then severely muted.

O

ne of the age-old questions of philosophy is
what does it mean to live a good life? In this
extraordinary book, one scholar and writer applies a
range of philosophical ideas to her own experience.
Julienne van Loon engages with the work of six leading
contemporary thinkers and writers – Rosi Braidotti,
Nancy Holmstrom, Siri Hustvedt, Laura Kipnis,
Julia Kristeva and Marina Warner. Interrogating and
enlivening their ideas on love, play, fear, work, wonder
and friendship, she transforms her own life in the
process.
Van Loon asks fearless questions: Is love a good
investment? Is adultery a political act? Why should
women participate in a capitalist system that does
not recognise much of what they do as work? Is good
friendship essential for a meaningful life? Is fear
inevitable? How do we hold onto a sense of wonder?

The Thinking Woman
Julienne van Loon

PHILOSOPHY /
FEMINISM / MEMOIR
rights available

World excluding ANZ

MARCH 2019
MS available now
272 pp | AU$34.99
234×153 mm PB

Her journey is intellectual and deeply personal, political
and intimate at once. Van Loon also takes into account
the political activism of two prominent Australians:
anti-nuclear activist Helen Caldicott and domestic
violence campaigner Rosie Batty. This is memoir
combined with rigorous thinking and analysis, a book
that prompts insightful questions about how we live
now. It introduces readers to six extraordinary women
whose own deeply thoughtful work has much to offer
all of us. They may transform our own views of what it
means to live a good life.
DR JULIENNE VAN LOON is the author of three critically
acclaimed novels, Road Story, Beneath the Bloodwood
Tree and Harmless. She lives in Melbourne, where she
holds a Vice Chancellor’s Senior Research Fellowship with
the writing and publishing program at RMIT University.
Julienne won The Australian/Vogel’s Award for a first novel
and is an Honorary Fellow in Writing with the University of
Iowa. The Thinking Woman is her first work of non-fiction.
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Do black holes really exist? Where did the moon
come from? How do we know what stars are
made of  ? Are we alone in the universe?

I

n Cosmic Addiction, Fred Watson – awardwinning astronomer-at-large and internationally
bestselling author – examines twenty hot topics in
astronomy.
Watson presents the most up-to-date knowledge
in astronomy and space science, providing a
fascinating account of the latest research, with
everything you need to know about exploding stars,
how to find invisible planets around the sun, why
dark matter matters, the future of citizen space
travel, how to navigate nightfall and the seismic
shifts in understanding that have taken place
during his illustrious forty-year career.

Cosmic Addiction
A user’s guide to the
universe
Fred Watson

ASTRONOMY / POPULAR SCIENCE
rights available

World excluding ANZ

OCTOBER 2019
MS available May 2019
224 pp | AU$29.99
234×153 mm PB

FRED WATSON is Astronomer-at-Large with the
Australian Commonwealth Department of Industry,
Innovation and Science. He is a graduate of the
universities of St Andrews and Edinburgh, and
worked at both of Britain’s Royal Observatories before
joining the Australian Astronomical Observatory
as Astronomer-in-Charge in 1995. Recognised
internationally for helping to pioneer the use of fibre
optics in astronomy during the 1980s and 90s, Fred
is best known today for his radio and TV broadcasts
and popular astronomy books. His books include
Stargazer: The Life and Times of the Telescope (US,
Dutch, Korean and Japanese editions) and Why is
Uranus upside down? And other questions about
the Universe (UK, Slovenian and Korean editions).
Fred also has an asteroid named after him (5691
Fredwatson).

N E W S O U T H
P U B L I S H I N G

Breaking frontiers in the new field of space
archaeology, this book turns on its head the common
perception that archaeology is about the ancient by
looking at the relics of space exploration – in the air
and on the ground.

A

ward-winning writer Alice Gorman (aka Dr Space
Junk) seeks to understand the ways humans have
made space meaningful. There’s an American flag on
the moon, for example. What does it tell us about the
Cold War, the desire for prestige, the urge to colonise,
not to mention the technology and raw courage that
got us there? Why are the names of our space craft and
our missions so evocative – Sputnik, Vanguard, Apollo,
Rosetta?

Here Comes
Dr Space Junk
Alice Gorman
Foreword by Adam Roberts,
British science fiction writer

POPULAR SCIENCE /
ARCHAEOLOGY / HISTORY
rights available

World excluding ANZ

MAY 2019
MS available now
272 pp | AU$32.99
234×153 mm PB

What about all that space junk orbiting around our
earth – satellites and bits of satellites that have collided
with meteors – even Elon Musk’s red sportscar? And
the tracking stations across the earth monitoring all of
it, many long-abandoned and now themselves ripe for
archaeological research. Not to mention the replicas of
all this on earth – why were there so many rockets in
playgrounds for children to climb on at the height of the
Space Age?
Erudite and playful, Dr Space Junk reveals that space is
not as empty as we might think. And that by looking up
and studying space artefacts, we learn an awful lot about
our own culture on earth. She makes us realise that
objects from the past – the material culture produced by
the Space Age and beyond– are so significant to us now
because they remind us of what we might want to hold
onto into the future.
DR ALICE GORMAN is an internationally recognised
leader in the emerging field of space archaeology. Her
research on space exploration has been featured in National
Geographic, The Monocle and Archaeology. She won the
2017 UNSW Press Bragg Prize for science writing. She is
a faculty member of the International Space University’s
Southern Hemisphere Space Program in Adelaide and is
a senior lecturer at Flinders University. She has worked
extensively in Indigenous heritage management and is also
a specialist in stone tool analysis, and the Aboriginal use of
bottle glass after European settlement. Alice is a member
of the Executive Council of the Space Industry Association
of Australia, the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Studies, and a Councillor of the
Anthropological Society of South Australia. She tweets as
@drspacejunk

N E W S O U T H
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A powerful literary attempt to better understand
the conditions of mania and how it plays out in our
culture, in which the author raises the stakes by
telling his own story.

W

riting and mental illness make excellent
bedfellows, for better or worse. The Rapids,
creative and courageous, is an extraordinary personal
memoir peppered with film and literary criticism,
as well as family history. With reflections on Carrie
Fisher, Kanye West, Robert Lowell, Delmore Schwartz
and Spalding Gray, Twyford-Moore also looks at the
condition in our digital world, where someone’s manic
episode can unfold live in real time, watched by millions.
His own story, unflinching, shocking and sometimes
blackly comic, gives the book an edge, not always
comfortable but full of insight. Smart, lively and wellresearched, The Rapids manages to be a wild ride and
introspective at once, exploring a condition that touches
thousands of people, directly or indirectly.
‘The Rapids is beautifully written: brimming with
humour, empathy, pathos and heart. This book is an
earnest, generous, and important contribution to ongoing
global dialogue around mental health.’
— Maxine Beneba Clarke

The Rapids
Ways of looking at mania
Sam Twyford-Moore

POPULAR CULTURE / MEMOIR
rights available

World excluding ANZ

AUGUST 2018
288 pp | AU$32.99
210×135 mm PB

‘Sam Twyford-Moore’s The Rapids is a fascinating
exploration of the fragility of the mind, states of mania
and how mental ill-health is treated in art and popular
culture ... his insightfulness, intelligence and skill as
a writer make The Rapids a compelling read. It will
particularly appeal to art and culture nerds and anyone
interested in learning more about the realities of living
with manic depression.’
— Meelee Soorkia, Books+Publishing
SAM TWYFORD-MOORE is the founding host of The
Rereaders, a literary and culture podcast. Critic, essayist
and writer, Twyford-Moore was the Festival Director and
CEO of the Emerging Writers’ Festival from 2012 until 2015.
His work has appeared in The Monthly, the Los Angeles
Review of Books, The Australian, Meanjin, The Guardian,
The Lifted Brow and others.
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Fascinating, frightening and funny, this book
provides unique insight into the sexiest part of
you – your brain.

I

Sex on your Brain
How your brain
controls your sex life
Amee Baird

POPULAR SCIENCE /
PSYCHOLOGY /
HUMAN SEXUALITY
rights available

World excluding ANZ

JULY 2019
MS available November 2018
256 pp | AU$32.99
210×135 mm PB

n the mode of Oliver Sachs or Norman Doidge, in
this book Dr Amee Baird writes about the role of
the brain in one of the most fundamental of human
behaviours, sex. Our culture is saturated with sex but
there is surprisingly little research about the role of
the brain in sexual behaviours. And there is even less
research into what happens to a person’s sexuality
after a traumatic brain injury, dementia or stroke that
affects their frontal and temporal lobes. Amee also
investigates the impact of watching pornography on
the brain.
Through a mix of sometimes eye-popping case studies
based on her own research, Baird reveals much about
the way our brains control our sex lives. Hypersexual,
addicted or not interested at all, the true stories in this
book will change the way you think about sex.

AMEE BAIRD is a psychologist with a PhD in clinical
neuropsychology from Macquarie University in Sydney.
Involved in research and private practice, she has
published widely in academic journals and in The
Conversation, and is a regular media commentator. This is
her first book.

N E W S O U T H
P U B L I S H I N G

The internet is unprecedented and ubiquitous.
Everyone can watch everyone, and be watched back
now or later, again and again. What does this mean
for privacy?

I

n our digital world, we are confused by privacy – what
is public, what is private? We are also challenged by
it, the conditions of privacy so uncertain we become
unsure about our rights to privacy. We may choose
to share personal information, but often do so on the
assumption it won’t be re-shared, sold or passed on to
other parties without us knowing. In the eighteenth
century, philosopher Jeremy Bentham wrote about
a new model for a prison called a Panopticon, where
inmates surrounded the jailers, always under watch.
Have we built ourselves a digital Panopticon? Are we
the guards or the prisoners, captive or free? Can we be
both? When Kim Kardashian makes the minutiae of her
life available online, which is she?

Panopticon 2.0
Is privacy possible
anymore?
Sacha Molitorisz

MEDIA / PHILOSOPHY /
SOCIETY AND CULTURE
rights available

World excluding ANZ

JUNE 2019
MS available November 2018
280 pp | $34.99
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With great rigour, this important book draws on a
Kantian philosophy of ethics and legal frameworks to
examine where we are and to suggest steps – conceptual
and practical – to ensure the future is not dystopian.
Privacy is one of the defining issues of our time and
this lively book explains why this is so, and the ways in
which we might protect it.
SACHA MOLITORISZ is a former journalist, having worked
for the Sydney Morning Herald for many years. He has a
PhD from Macquarie University and is now an academic in
media, law and philosophy at the University of Technology,
Sydney. His previous books include From Here To Paternity
(Pan Macmillan).
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‘Dunlop’s writing is punchy and witty … a timely and
highly readable work vital for anyone curious to see where
these economic disruptions may take us next.’
– Andrew Broertjes, The Australian

W

e are in the middle of the greatest technological
revolution in history. Its epicentre lies in Silicon
Valley, but its impacts are felt in all corners of the earth.
It could give all of us a better quality of life and new,
more cooperative ways of living. Or it could further
entrench inequality. This book offers a bold vision for
ensuring that we achieve the former. A world that is
fairer, less violent and, most radical of all, more joyous.

The Future of
Everything
Big, Audacious Ideas
for a Better World
Tim Dunlop

WORK / POLITICS /
CULTURE AND SOCIETY
rights available

World excluding ANZ

AUGUST 2018
272 pp | AU$29.99
210×135 mm PB

Tim Dunlop spells out ideas for reclaiming common
ground, arguing the case for more public ownership of
essential assets, more public space, a transparent media
system and an education that prepares us for the future,
not the past. His vision for democracy and society is
practical and inspiring, grounded in knowledge of what
we are doing well and what we must do better. His is a
vision for handing political power back to we-the-people
so that we can stop playing defence and start changing
the ground on which decisions about our lives are made.
TIM DUNLOP is a writer, academic and popular speaker.
Author of Why the future is Workless, he has a PhD
in political philosophy, and has written and broadcast
extensively on US and Australian politics, the media and the
future of work in The Guardian and elsewhere. He lives in
Melbourne and tweets @timdunlop

N E W S O U T H
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We were told to embrace new technology, and we
did. This important book asks how technology might
embrace us as human beings, rather than products
to be commercialised.

T

racing the digital revolution from the ground, this
work of narrative non-fiction in the style of Michael
Lewis (Moneyball, The Big Short) describes our move
from a world where analog broadcasts came from on
high to one with flat digital networks everyone can
participate in. Or can we?

Caught in the Web
A Luddite’s Journey
Peter Lewis

CULTURE / SOCIETY /
TECHNOLOGY / MEMOIR
rights available

World excluding ANZ

MAY 2019
MS available now
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When journalist and pollster Peter Lewis was growing
up in suburban Sydney in the 1970s and 1980s, the
household telephone was at the heart of all the networks
people belonged to – family, school, church and the
neighbourhood. It was a world of limited choice, one
where we all watched the same television programs. The
arrival of the internet promised a utopian, creative and
democratic future that would break down traditional
institutions and replace them with exciting collaborative
networks.
We put our faith in this new technology and the
individuals running it. But two decades on, we have a
reality TV star in the White House, the Fourth Estate is
closing up shop, climate change is real, alienation and
loneliness are increasing and we can’t drag our children
away from their screens. Big Tech controls more of our
communication – and the wealth it generates – than
we could have imagined. This engaging book traces our
digital journey so far and marks out the best route from
here.
PETER LEWIS has worked as a journalist, political staffer
and social researcher for over 30 years, all of which provides
a living soundtrack to this book. Head of Essential Media,
his fortnightly poll is published by The Guardian, where he
is a featured columnist. He is also a regular commentator on
ABC TV and radio and Sky News.

N E W S O U T H
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At what point does the will to survive on the
battlefield give way to bloodlust? What turns
men into killers?

T

he Battle of Crete was one of the most
spectacular military campaigns of the twentieth
century. For the first time in history, German forces
carried out an invasion entirely from the air while
poorly equipped Anzac and British forces, and local
Cretans, defended the island. Once Hitler’s forces
conquered the island they set up a brutal regime of
occupation.

Massacre on 42nd Street
The Anzacs’ last stand
in Crete
Peter Monteath

MILITARY HISTORY
rights available

World excluding ANZ;
translation rights
AUGUST 2019
MS available March 2019
256 pp | AU$34.99
234×153 mm PB

During the course of the campaign, one battle
stands out for its viciousness. When the Germans
approached the Allies’ defensive line (labelled 42nd
Street) on 27 May 1941, men from the Australian
2/7 and 2/8 battalions, New Zealanders from
several battalions, and British soldiers staged a
counter attack with fixed bayonets. At the end of
the battle bodies were strewn across the battlefield.
A German doctor reported that many of the bodies
of the German soldiers had been mutilated.
In Massacre on 42nd Street, acclaimed historian
Peter Monteath draws on records and recollections
of Australians, New Zealanders, Germans, Britons
and Greeks in a fascinating exploration of what
drives soldiers to commit gruesome acts of
violence.
PETER MONTEATH is
Professor of History at Flinders
University in Adelaide. His
books include POW: Australian
Prisoners of War in Hitler’s
Reich (Pan Macmillan), and
Escape Artist: The incredible
Second World War of Johnny
Peck (NewSouth 2017, Pen &
Sword 2018).
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A story not to be missed! Quite simply the best POW
and escape story I’ve read. – PETER BRUNE

The never-before-told story of World War II escape
artist extraordinaire Johnny Peck.

I

n August 1941, an eighteen-year-old Australian soldier
made his first prison break – an audacious night-time
escape from a German prisoner-of-war camp in Crete.
Astoundingly, this was only the first of many.
An infantryman in the 2/7 Battalion, Johnny Peck was
first thrown into battle against Italian forces in the
Western Desert. Campaigns against Hitler’s Wehrmacht
and Luftwaffe in Greece and Crete followed. When
Crete fell to the Germans in 1941, Peck was trapped on
the island with hundreds of other men. On the run, he
depended on his wits, the kindness of strangers, and
sheer good luck. Until his luck ran out …

THE INCREDIBLE
SECOND WORLD WAR
OF JOHNNY PECK

Historian Peter Monteath reveals the action-packed tale
of one Aussie soldier and his remarkable war.

PETER MONTEATH
Escape Artist
The incredible Second
World War of Johnny Peck
Peter Monteath

BIOGRAPHY / MILITARY HISTORY
rights available

Translation rights
World English rights (excluding ANZ)
sold to Pen & Sword

SEPTEMBER 2017
328 pp | AU$29.99
234×153 mm PB
40 illustrations

‘A story not to be missed! Quite simply the best POW and
escape story I’ve read.’
— Peter Brune

‘You may not know the name Johnny Peck, but that needs
to change right away. If you love a good World War II
history book, then this is the story for you.’
– Troy Lennon, The Daily Telegraph
PETER MONTEATH is Professor of History at Flinders
University in Adelaide, South Australia. His books include
POW: Australian Prisoners of War in Hitler’s Reich
and Red Professor: The Cold War Life of Fred Rose and
Massacre on 42nd Street: The Anzacs’ last stand in Crete
(forthcoming 2019).

N E W S O U T H
P U B L I S H I N G

One-third of Australians taken prisoner by Japan
in World War II perished. What of the 15,000 who
survived, and returned home in the spring and
summer of 1945? Or the 7000 men who returned
from captivity in Europe?

T

he Battle Within shows that the long struggle of
prisoners of war to rehabilitate themselves, and to
win compensation and acknowledgement from their
country, is a story just as compelling as their time in
captivity.
Drawing on thousands of letters written to a government
Trust Fund, this book uncovers the personal struggles of
former prisoners of war to reintegrate into their families
and communities. The Battle Within is also a national
story about how a reluctant government, who once
viewed prisoners of war as defeated soldiers unworthy of
commemoration, ultimately embraced them as veterans
worthy of special treatment by a grateful state.

The Battle Within
POWs in postwar Australia
Christina Twomey

WORLD WAR II /
AUSTRALIAN HISTORY /
POSTWAR TRAUMA STUDIES
rights available

World excluding ANZ

FEBRUARY 2018
336 pp | AU$39.99
234×153 mm PB
19 illustrations
Australian History Prize winner, 2018
NSW Premier’s History Awards

‘In her eloquent and heartfelt new history, Christina
Twomey takes us beyond the moment of liberation and
return – the usual end point for the POW story – and
reveals how many of them struggled with the aftermath.’
– Martin Crotty, The Sydney Morning Herald
CHRISTINA TWOMEY is a Professor and Head of History
in the School of Philosophical, Historical and International
Studies at Monash University. She is the author of three
books, A History of Australia (2011, Palgrave, co-authored
with Mark Peel), Australia’s Forgotten Prisoners: Civilians
Interned by the Japanese in World War II (Cambridge
UP 2007) and Deserted and Destitute: Motherhood, Wife
Desertion and Colonial Welfare (2002). Christina has
also published widely on the cultural history of war, with a
focus on issues of imprisonment, captivity, witnessing, the
photography of atrocity, gender and memory.
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Madness stalked the colony of New South Wales and
tracing its wild path changes the way we look at our
colonial history.

W

Bedlam at Botany Bay
James Dunk

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY / HISTORY
OF MEDICINE / COLONIAL
HISTORY
rights available
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SEPTEMBER 2019
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hat happened when people went mad in the
fledgling colony of New South Wales? In this
important new history of the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries, we find out through the
correspondence of tireless colonial secretaries, the
brazen language of lawyers and judges and firebrand
politicians, and heartbreaking letters from siblings,
parents and friends. We also hear from the mad
themselves. Class, gender and race became irrelevant as
illness, chaos and delusion afflicted convicts exiled from
their homes and living under the weight of imperial
justice; ex-convicts and small settlers as they grappled
with the country they had taken from its Indigenous
inhabitants, as well as officers, officials and wealthy
colonists who sought to guide the course of European
history in Australia.
This not a history of the miserable institutions built
for the mentally ill, or those living within them, or
the people in charge of the asylums. These stories of
madness are woven together into a narrative about
freedom and possibilities, and collapse and unravelling.
The book looks at people at the edge of the world finding
themselves at the edge of sanity, and is about their
strategies for survival. This is a new story of colonial
Australia, cast as neither a grim and fatal shore nor an
antipodean paradise, but a place where the full range of
humanity wrestled with the challenges of colonisation.
JAMES DUNK is a post-doctoral fellow at the University
of Sydney. A historian of medicine and colonialism, his
research is at the juncture between political, cultural and
intellectual history, exploring the ways that mental illness,
especially, reveals the history of societies.
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A riveting and tragic Irish-English-Australian
story of empire, religion and a nineteenth-century
widowed woman’s property rights.

C

aroline’s Dilemma relates the story of Caroline
Kearney (née Bax) and her children, whose lives
were reshaped by her husband’s final wishes. On his
death, Edward Kearney’s 1865 will offered his wife a
reasonable annuity with further money for the support
of their six children. But the bequest was conditional
on them all moving to Ireland. Caroline had emigrated
to Australia from England with her parents at the age
of 16. She had never been to Ireland, knew no-one
there and did not share her husband’s Catholic religion.
Should she fail to do so, or refuse to live in the house her
late husband’s brothers in Ireland chose for them, or
remarry, or have another child, her support would end.
This was Caroline’s dilemma.

Caroline’s Dilemma
Fighting a husband’s final
wishes in colonial Australia
Bettina Bradbury

NINETEENTH CENTURY HISTORY
/ BRITISH EMPIRE / HISTORY OF
MARRIAGE / LAW AND PROPERTY
RIGHTS / IMMIGRATION HISTORY
rights available

World excluding ANZ

JUNE 2019
336 pp | AU$34.99
234×153 mm PB
24 illustrations

The book follows Caroline and the children’s
experiences as they struggled against the conditions of
Edward’s will and his brothers’ interference, as it played
out across the vast spaces between the remote Wimmera
district, Melbourne and later, in Ireland and England.
Painstakingly pieced-together stories illuminate the
tales of individual settlers seeking to shape their
lives under conditions not of their making. Bettina
Bradbury shows us lives stretched across national and
international spaces of colonies and empire, and their
interplay with marriage, property, religion, race and the
law.
PROFESSOR BETTINA BRADBURY is a New Zealander
who has spent most of her academic career at the Université
de Montréal and York University in Toronto. She is a
member of the Royal Society of Canada. Her books include
Working Families: Age, Gender and Daily Survival in
Industrializing Montreal (1993), which won the Canadian
Historical Association’s John A. Macdonald prize for the
best book in Canadian History and Wife to Widow: Lives,
Laws and Politics in Nineteenth-Century Montreal (2011)
which won the François-Xavier Garneau Medal awarded
for the most outstanding work in history published over
the previous five years as well as the 2012 Clio Prize for the
best book in Quebec history and the Prix Lionel Groulx –
Fondation Yves-Saint-Germain, awarded by the l’Institut de
l’histoire de l’Amérique française for the best book on the
history of French America.
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A N E W H I S TO R Y O F
E L I Z A B E T H M A LCO L M
T H E I R I S H I N AU S T R A L I A
& DIANNE HALL

‘A masterful book.’
PROFESSOR RÓNÁN McDONALD, UNIVERSIT Y OF MELBOURNE

A NEW

H I S TO R Y
OF THE

IRISH
IN

AU S T R A L I A
E LIZ A B E TH M A LCO L M
& D I A N N E H A LL

A New History of the
Irish in Australia
Elizabeth Malcolm and
Dianne Hall
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16 illustrations

An exciting new account of the Irish in Australia.
Hugely formative, the Irish experience reveals
much about issues of migration, diaspora, religion,
imperialism and cultural encounters of all kinds.

I

n 1986 UNSW Press published Patrick O’Farrell’s
successful, landmark book The Irish in Australia.
After thirty years, and a vast amount of additional
research into Irish Australia, authors Dianne Hill and
Elizabeth Malcolm do more than update O’Farrell –
they reflect new concepts and new approaches evident
in the broader field of Australian – and Irish – studies.
A New History of the Irish in Australia looks at Irish
immigrants and the Irish–Australian community
from fresh angles, in particular those of class and
gender. This book is an overdue and long-awaited
reassessment.

‘A necessary corrective to the false unity of the term
“Anglo-Celtic”, this beautifully controlled and clearsighted intervention is timely and welcome. It gives us
not just a history of the Irish in Australia, but a skilful
account of how identity is formed relationally, often
through sectarian, class, ethnic and racial divisions. A
masterful book.’
— Professor Rónán McDonald, University of
Melbourne
DIANNE HALL is a senior lecturer in History at Victoria
University, Melbourne. Dianne has published widely on
the Irish in nineteenth-century Australia, as well as on
gender, religion and violence in Ireland.
ELIZABETH MALCOLM is an honorary professorial
fellow and formerly Gerry Higgins Professor of Irish
Studies at the University of Melbourne. Elizabeth has
published on policing, mental health, gender and popular
culture in Ireland, as well as on the Irish diaspora in both
Britain and Australia.
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‘An apparition of an adult wandering albatross comes
into view. A small flutter and powerful wings arch
upward in a slow, poised descent to feed the waiting
mouth. Fluffy chicks, half-grown, huddle close to the
grass. One strides over to a neighbouring giant petrel
chick and picks a fight. They remind me of bored
teenagers filling in time between snacks.’
Prion Island, South Georgia

U

nimpeded by any landmass and flowing completely
around the Earth, the mysterious Southern Ocean
reaches from the seasonally shifting icy continent of
Antarctica to the coastlines and islands of Australia,
New Zealand, South America and South Africa.
Weaving together ancient beliefs, sea captains’ journals,
whalers’ log books, explorers’ letters and scientific
reports with her own voyage of discovery, Joy McCann
reveals the secrets of a little-known ocean and its
importance as a barometer of climate change.

Wild Sea
A history of the
Southern Ocean
Joy McCann

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY /
GEOGRAPHY
rights available

Translation rights
World English rights (excluding ANZ) sold
to University of Chicago Press

JUNE 2018
288 pp | AU$32.99
234×153 mm PB
19 illustrations

‘… a thrillingly hybrid creation, drawing together elements
of environmental and intellectual history, science and
personal observation to illuminate not just the physical
and ecological reality of this loneliest of wildernesses
but also the ways humans have understood it … the book
is ultimately a hymn to connection and wonder, and a
recognition of the myriad ways in which the Southern
Ocean touches all of us.’
— James Bradley, The Australian

‘This bracing history charts the myths, the exploration
and the inhabitants of the all-too-real and wild
circumpolar ocean to our south. It’s a vast and potentially
unwieldy subject that McCann deftly distils to its
essentials, from the ocean’s winds and icy currents to the
krill that sustain its depths and the albatross that cruise
its skies.’
— Pick of the Week, The Sydney Morning Herald
JOY McCANN is a historian specialising in environmental
and cultural history. She is an honorary research associate
with the Centre for Environmental History at the Australian
National University School of History and has worked
extensively as a public historian, researcher and curator in
the cultural heritage, museums and libraries sector.
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‘Australia’s whales are lucky to have had observers,
admirers and protectors like Micheline Jenner.
But so are the citizens of this island nation, for the
Jenners have not only advanced our scientific
knowledge, they’ve enriched our culture.’

MICHELINE
JENNER

Tim Winton

THE
SECRET
LIFE OF
WHALES
Australia’s whales are lucky to have
had observers, admirers and protectors like
Micheline Jenner. But so are the citizens of this
island nation, for the Jenners have not only advanced
our scientiﬁc knowledge, they’ve enriched our culture.

TIM WINTON

The Secret Life
of Whales
Micheline Jenner

M

arine biologist Micheline Jenner discovered
humpback breeding grounds off the Kimberley
coast, uncovered pygmy blue whale feeding spots, and,
with her husband Curt, is one of very few people to
witness a humpback whale giving birth. In The Secret
Life of Whales she reveals the little-known world of
these giants of the deep, taking us from Australia to
Antarctica and beyond.
With her infectious enthusiasm for these magnificent
creatures, Mich shares her insights into how whales
live – how they migrate, feed, breed and look after their
young – and her world-leading conservation work.

‘Jenner’s account of her life is exultant, lit by her endless
wonder at the magnificence of whales and her good
fortune to have been able to spend a large portion of her
life observing them at close quarters.’
– James Bradley, The Australian

‘This book [is] a delight, melding the scientist’s quest for
knowledge with the cetacean-lover’s boundless passion.’
POPULAR SCIENCE
rights available

World excluding ANZ

NOVEMBER 2017
328 pp | AU$29.99
210×135 mm PB
12 illustrations

Whitely Certificate of
Commendation in Popular Zoology,
Whitley Awards 2018

– Kerryn Goldsworthy, The Sydney Morning Herald
MICHELINE JENNER AM is a marine biologist and
co-founder of the Centre for Whale Research (Western
Australia) Inc. She has studied humpback and blue whales
and conducted biodiversity and whale, dolphin and porpoise
observation surveys since 1990. With her husband Curt,
Micheline was winner of the Australian Geographic Society
2017 Lifetime of Conservation Award.
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Harriet and Helena Scott transformed nature
into art in their extraordinary paintings of
butterflies and moths.

W

ith their collecting boxes, notebooks and
paintbrushes, Harriet and Helena Scott
entered the masculine worlds of science and art
and became two of nineteenth-century Australia’s
most prominent natural history painters.
Transformations reveals the talented Scott sisters’
captivating story for the first time – their early
lives spent in colonial Sydney, their training as
naturalists and artists by their father Alexander
Walker Scott, the productive decades living and
working on Ash Island near Newcastle from 1846,
and their professional challenges and triumphs.

Transformations
Harriet and Helena Scott,
colonial Sydney’s finest
natural history painters
Vanessa Finney

NATURAL HISTORY /
AUSTRALIAN HISTORY
rights available

World excluding ANZ

DECEMBER 2018
220 pp | AU$49.99
280×210 mm HB

VANESSA FINNEY is a curator, historian and archivist
with a special interest in natural history in colonial
Australia. At the Australian Museum she manages the
country’s oldest and largest natural history archives
and rare books collection.
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The ground-breaking scientific photographs of
museum curator Gerard Krefft and taxidermist
Henry Barnes are revealed for the first time.

I

Captured
Early scientific photography
in Australia, 1857–1893
Vanessa Finney

PHOTOGRAPHY /
NATURAL HISTORY
rights available

World excluding ANZ

FEBRUARY 2019
MS available now
192 pp | AU$49.99
260×200 mm Flexicover
135 illustrations

n the mid-nineteenth century, some of the
earliest adopters of the revolutionary new art
form of photography were scientists. Museums
around the world were quick to see the huge
potential for capturing fleeting moments of life,
death and discovery. At the Australian Museum,
curator Gerard Krefft and taxidermist Henry
Barnes began to experiment with the medium in
the 1860s, preparing and staging their specimens
– from whales and giant sunfish to lifelike lyre
bird scenes and fossils – and capturing them in
thousands of arresting images. Captured reveals
this fascinating visual archive for the first time,
profiling the remarkable partnership of Krefft and
Barnes, their innovative work and the Australian
Museum’s urgent quest at the time to become more
scientific in its practices.

VANESSA FINNEY is a curator, historian and
archivist. At the Australian Museum she manages the
country’s oldest and largest natural history archives
and rare books collection.
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A compelling, moving account of the long journey to
marriage equality in Australia.

Y

es Yes Yes, written by two advocates intimately
involved in the struggle for marriage equality, reveals
the untold story of how a grassroots movement won
hearts and minds and transformed a country. From its
tentative origins in 2004, through to a groundswell of
public support, everyday people have contributed so much
to see marriage equality become law.

The book captures the passion that propelled the
movement forward, weaving together stories of
heartbreak, hope and triumph. It is based on personal
memories and more than forty interviews with key figures
and everyday advocates from across Australia. It covers
the movement’s origins in 2004, when the Marriage
Act of 1961 was amended to exclude same-sex couples,
through to an unsuccessful High Court challenge, a public
vote in 2017 and the Parliamentary aftermath. It reminds
us that social change is possible and that love is love.
‘A wonderful record of a huge and heart-warming moment
in Australia’s history.’
— Magda Szubanski

Yes Yes Yes
Australia’s Journey to
Marriage Equality
Alex Greenwich and
Shirleene Robinson

‘Winning the freedom to marry and changing hearts and
minds — and the law — is never easy, even in a progressive
democracy like Australia. By sharing the ins and outs and
behind the scene stories from Australia’s long and dramatic
journey to marriage equality, Alex Greenwich and Shirleene
Robinson offer valuable inspiration and instruction to
all those heroes working tirelessly across the world to
gain much-needed human rights wins and turn NOs into
overwhelming and vitally important declarations of YES
YES YES in support of equality!’
— Evan Wolfson, Founder, Freedom to Marry, USA

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY /
POLITICS / SOCIETY
rights available

World excluding ANZ

NOVEMBER 2018
352 pp | AU$29.99
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ALEX GREENWICH was a co-chair of the successful YES
campaign that delivered marriage equality in 2017, a
movement he helped lead for over a decade with Australian
Marriage Equality. Alex is also the Independent Member for
Sydney in the New South Wales Parliament.
SHIRLEENE ROBINSON is the Director, national
spokesperson and NSW co-coordinator for the YES campaign
with Australian Marriage Equality and has served in a
number of other roles including President of Sydney’s Pride
History Group. She is a historian at Macquarie University
and is the co-author of Serving in Silence?: Australian LGBT
servicemen and women (NewSouth).
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What lessons can be learnt from Australian gun
control reform?

I

n the aftermath of the Port Arthur massacre on
28 April 1996 – when a gunman killed 35 people
and seriously wounded another 21 in a quiet town
in Tasmania – John Howard, a conservative prime
minister who had been in office for just six weeks,
moved swiftly to revolutionise Australia’s gun control
laws. The National Firearms Agreement, produced
twelve days after the massacre, with support from all
levels of government and, unusually, across the political
divide, is now held up around the world as a model for
gun control.

Gun Control
What Australia got right
(and wrong)
Tom Frame

POLITICS / CURRENT AFFAIRS
rights available
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APRIL 2019
MS available November 2018
240 pp | AU$24.99
210×135 mm PB

In Gun Control, Tom Frame, director of the Howard
Library at UNSW Canberra, explores the history of
gun ownership in Australia, the political aftermath of
the Port Arthur massacre, the public response to the
gun restrictions, the Howard Government’s surprising
alliance with the American left, and the repercussions of
the agreement two decades on. Frame analyses whether
the Australian Government achieved its intention, and
what it might have done in response to the massacre
and didn’t.
TOM FRAME was a naval officer for 15 years before being
ordained to the Anglican ministry. He served as Bishop to
the Australian Defence Force from 2001–2007 and is the
author and editor of over 40 books on a range of topics
including the ethics of armed conflict. He is a regular media
commentator on naval, religious and ethical affairs. He is
the editor of the four-book Howard Government series and
is director of the Howard Library at UNSW Canberra.
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‘Populism Now! builds a strong case against the dominant
economic policies of the past three decades, drawing
heavily on recent journalism and reports. Much of this
is familiar – the current banking royal commission
underlines his criticisms – and his is a useful synthesis of
the disasters wrought by uncontrolled privatisation and
deregulation.’
— Dennis Altman, The Sydney Morning Herald

‘A compelling exposé of neoliberalism and its link to
Trump-style populism. A timely and lively read.’
– Richard Denniss, Chief Economist, The Australia Institute

‘As David McKnight shows, the conditions that have given
rise to malignant populism also possess great opportunity.
One of Australia’s most prominent intellectual critics of
both neoliberal globalisation and the destructive influence
of the fossil fuel industry, McKnight urges that we seize
this moment to foster a broad popular movement strong
enough to win a just and healthy planet for all. Read this
book and get involved!’
– David Ritter, CEO, Greenpeace Australia–Pacific

Populism Now!
The case for progressive
populism
David McKnight

POLITICS / ECONOMICS /
CURRENT AFFAIRS
rights available
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208 pp | AU$32.99
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‘Pauline Hanson, like Donald Trump, is channelling
the anger of many working-class Australians who are
watching their living standards fall. But these right-wing
populists are offering up false explanations and false
villains. It’s time that progressives assertively presented
the truth about growing inequality.
– Sally McManus, Secretary, Australian Council for Trade
Unions

D

avid McKnight’s excellent Populism Now! outlines
the following truths in the Australian context:
The reason that jobs have been casualised, services
privatised, and incomes have grown more unequal is the
hold of neoliberalism over society and politics. Those
who are to blame are corporate elites and the 1 per
cent who have too much power and influence over our
democracy.
DAVID McKNIGHT is an honorary associate professor in
the School of the Arts and Media at the University of New
South Wales. He has worked as a journalist and has written
or co-written many books including Big Coal: Australia’s
dirtiest habit (NewSouth 2013) as well as Rupert Murdoch:
An investigation of political power (Allen & Unwin 2012)
and Beyond Right and Left: New politics and the culture
war (Allen & Unwin 2005). He co-edited (with Robert
Manne) Goodbye to All That? (Black Inc 2010).
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Do you ever think about the structure and
arrangement of what you say and write? And why it’s
said and written like that and not some other how?
Has anyone ever asked you to catch a red big ball?
No, we would say ‘big red ball’. Why is that?

A

fter the success of her bestselling The Australian
Schoolkids’ Guide to Debating and Public
Speaking, Claire Duffy shows students how to win
marks by writing well. In this easy, fun-to-use guide,
students, teachers and parents will discover how
grammar, punctuation, spelling and well-made
sentences make writing great. With practical tips,
interesting insights, and step-by-step examples,
this book will help students master everything from
apostrophes to essay writing.
Age range 12+
‘Any mention of grammar, punctuation and spelling can
make students take fright. This clear and cheerful guide
makes writing easy and will soothe any fear or dread.’
– Sue Butler AO, former editor of Macquarie Dictionary

The Australian
Students’ Guide to
Writing and Grammar
Claire Duffy

EDUCATION
rights available

World excluding ANZ

FEBRUARY 2019
224 pp | AU$27.99
210×135mm PB

CLAIRE DUFFY is an English teacher and Director of
Debating and Public Speaking at The Scots College in
Sydney. Claire also runs a consulting practice that assists
people with communication skills and has held senior
positions in government and non-profit organisations.
She is the author of The Australian Schoolkids’ Guide to
Debating and Public Speaking (NewSouth 2015, Dundurn
Press 2018).
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Everything schoolkids, parents and teachers need to
know about debating and public speaking.

W

elcome to the world of school debating and public
speaking, the best training ground for speaking,
reasoning, arguing and looking critically at the big
issues. Claire Duffy not only demystifies the process but
makes it fun. Learn all about the best way to prepare,
the persuasive power of reason, the art of argument and
rebuttal and, when it comes to it, how to lose graciously.
Including practical tips from the pros and helpful stepby-step examples, this is the essential handbook for
making every spoken word count.
Age range 10+
‘Ms Duffy is one of the reasons I fell in love with debating
… Her book is perfect for all those kids who want to
get started or improve but don’t know how, and for the
teachers who want to coach them.’
– Imogen Harper, Captain, Australian Schools Debating
Team 2015

The Australian
Schoolkids’ Guide
to Debating and
Public Speaking
Claire Duffy

EDUCATION
rights available
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translation rights excluding Korea
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CLAIRE DUFFY is an English teacher and Director of
Debating and Public Speaking at The Scots College in
Sydney. She counts many champion school debaters and
public speakers among her trainees.

Suitable for debating students in
Singapore, Malaysia, South Africa and the
Philippines and public speakers worldwide.
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No props. No music. No costumes. Just you, your
words and a mic – you’ve got two minutes to make
the crowd scream your name.

M
Photo: Megan Carew

iles Merrill, performance poet and founder of
Australian Poetry Slam, and award-winning
English teacher Narcisa Nozica will take you from novice
to polished spoken word performer in no time. Twenty
years after Merrill introduced slam poetry to Australia,
there’s a national competition with a live audience
of 20,000 people. Nozica’s spoken word classes have
transformed the lives of students and given them the
tools they need to write and perform their spoken word
poetry. In Poetry Slam they combine forces to reveal
their secrets.

Poetry Slam
The art of performing
what you write
Miles Merrill
and Narcisa Nozica
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rights available

World excluding ANZ

JUNE 2019
MS available December 2018
224 pp | AU$29.99
210×135mm PB

With tips from students, teachers and stars of the
Australian poetry slam scene including bestselling
author Maxine Beneba Clarke and author/poet/rapper
Omar Musa, Merrill and Nozica provide step-by-step
instructions and exercises that will help you to:
•
•
•
•
•

Write performance poetry that pops
Rehearse like a winner
Connect with your audience
Overcome stagefright
Inspire students of all ages to write and perform
their work
• Set up a competition for your school
or community group
Part how-to guide, part masterclass, part manifesto,
this book will help teachers, students and wannabe
performance poets of all ages slam like a pro.
MILES MERRILL is a writer, performer, facilitator and
event coordinator who combines poetry with theatre,
experimental audio, hip-hop beats, stand-up and,
occasionally, political confrontation. Originally from
Chicago (the birthplace of poetry slams), Miles introduced
poetry slam to Australia (in 1996) and set up the Australian
Poetry Slam national competition in 2004. Merrill has
performed at Krakow’s Audio Art Festival, and writers’
festivals in Australia, Bali, Beijing, Vancouver and Calgary.
NARCISA NOZICA is a high school English teacher and
winner of the 2016 New South Wales Premier’s English
Teaching Award.
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INGER MEWBURN

How to be an

THE

THESIS
WHISPERER
REVEALS ALL

How to be an academic
The Thesis Whisperer
reveals all
Inger Mewburn

HIGHER EDUCATION / TEACHING
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Translation rights
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Navigating the academic life has never been easy,
but in today’s transformed university environment
– where ‘business’ is the buzzword and tenured
positions are thin on the ground – it’s even harder.

I

n How to be an Academic, Inger Mewburn (aka
The Thesis Whisperer) offers a constructive guide
to getting on solid ground in academia, and the skills
you’ll need to flourish in this rapidly changing sphere.
Whether it’s understanding MOOCs, applying for
promotion, dealing with sexism, grant applications or
what to wear when you’re giving a keynote address,
Dr Mewburn has some hard-won advice and insights to
offer that will prepare even the newest academic for a
life in the lecture theatre.

‘It is a wonderfully practical gift […], and a godsend to all
supervisors, especially those who don’t think they need it.’
– Andrys Onsman, Australian Universities Review

‘A knack for storytelling, catchy phrases, practical advice
and earthy humour.’
– Bernard Lane, The Australian
DR INGER MEWBURN (@thesiswhisperer) is Director of
Research Training at the Australian National University,
Canberra. A former architect, she runs the popular Thesis
Whisperer blog (thesiswhisperer.com) designed to help
research students and the academics who work with them
everywhere. Her workshops and PhD ‘bootcamps’ are
extremely popular, and renowned.
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