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CHILDREN’S & YOUNG ADULT LIST 
NEW TITLES – WINTER 2015



Ninah Basich*
Ninah was born in Guadalajara, Mexico. She has been a professor of 
Social Sciences, Literature, and Drama. From the moment she learned to 
read, she became addicted to books. By her early teens she was already 
writing on a regular basis and, several years later, she became a full-time 
writer. Señoras y señores is her third book for children.

SEÑORAS Y SEÑORES [LADIES AND GENTLEMEN]
Picture Book, 24 pages, Mexico: CIDCLI, 2015. 
Illustrations by Eden Mir

The author of this book found the misterious pictures that 
populate its pages by chance and in a misterious way. These are 
images of unusual characters, taken and explained in detail by 
Florencio Nápoles, a misterious photographer too.  

What is not clear is if, while taking these pictures, he was actively 
looking for each person’s unique qualities, or if their qualities 
simply popped-up at the moment he was taking their pictures.

No matter what the truth is, these—ladies and gentlemen—are 
extraordinary characters, like the extremely sweet Mrs. Mendoza, 
who is so sweet that when walking she leaves a trail of sugar, but if 
she sits in the same place for more than an hour she gets glued to 
her seat. 

Or Mr. Molina, who lost a sock. There is nothing wrong about that, 
of course—we all have lost a sock at least once. But the problem is, 
see, his sock took away Mr. Molina’s toes.

RIGHTS: CIDCLI (Spanish)

*Representing worldwide rights on behalf of CIDCLI.



Karen Chacek
Karen was born in Mexico City. She has a Bachelor in Audiovisual Arts 
and has written several scripts. As a book writer, she has published the 
novel La caída de los pájaros (2014), a short story compilation Días 
paralelos (2006) as well as the children’s books ¡Yupiyupiya! (2015), Nina 
Complot (2009), and Una mascota inesperada (2007), among others. She 
lives in Mexico City.

Una mascota inesperada Nina Complot    La cosa horrible
[An unexpected pet]  [Conspiracy Girl]   [The Dreadful Thing]
Easy Readers   Graphic Novel for Children  Picture Book

¡YUPIYUPIYA! [WHOOPEE!]
Easy Readers, 38 pages, Latin America: Norma, 2015.

¡Yupiyupiya! tells the story of a gentle bald cobbler who asks his the clients who 
cannot afford his services to pay with a fried egg—there’s nothing else in the 
World he loves more than fried eggs!

But one day he repairs the shoes of a witch who forgot the spell to make money. 
So, he says, “Well you can pay me with an egg.” 

Presto! A fried egg appears on the top of his head. “Whoopee!” he says. And 
form then on, every time he says “Whoopee!” a fried egg will appear on top of 
his head. What should he do now? To sell eggs and feed the poor? Maybe. . .

RIGHTS: Norma (Spanish – Latin America and USA).

Other titles by Karen Chacek:



Erin Hagar*

Erin is the author of Julia Child: An Extraordinary Life in Words and Pictures (duopress, 2015) and Doing 
Her Bit: A Story of the Woman’s Land Army of America (Charlesbridge, 2016). After several years 
working in curriculum and instruction for colleges and universities, she earned her M.F.A. in writing for 
children and young adults from Vermont College of Fine Arts. Erin lives in Baltimore with her husband, 
two children, and a few too many pets.

AWESOME MINDS: THE INVENTORS OF LEGO® TOYS
Children’s Non-Fiction, 48 pages, USA: duopress, Spring 2015. 
Illustrated by Page Garrison

Everyone has played with LEGO® toys, but not many people know who is 
behind this awesome invention. This fun and engaging book tells the story of 
how a Danish carpenter and his family, facing a desperate situation, ended up 
creating the most popular toy in history. 

With full-color illustrations and lively text, and chock-full of interesting facts, 
Awesome Minds: The Inventors of LEGO® Toys is the perfect read for those 
with creative spirits and curious minds.

• First children’s book to tell the story of the family that created the LEGO® toys.
• More LEGO® tie-ins and a new LEGO® movie are scheduled for release in 2016 and 2017.

• Millions of kids and adults play with LEGO® toys every day.

RIGHTS: duopress (English, USA)
!
*Representing worldwide rights on behalf of duopress.



Catalina 
Kühne*

Catalina was born in 1971 in Mexico City. She majored in Law at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo 
de México (ITAM) and has since practiced her profession in several public and private institutions. She 
is currently spending most of her time reading and writing, and has won several awards for her work. 

ALAS COMO CUCHILLOS [WINGS LIKE KNIVES] 
Middle Grade, 64 pages, Mexico: CIDCLI, 2015. 

“It’s not easy to live with bird inside your chest.” This is the opening 
sentence of the book, one that tells a story about pain, loss, changes, and 
adolescent transitions. And it also tells us how would it feel to have a 
blackbird between your ribs.

Because, when Alonso feels life cannot be harder, an unexpected companion 
forces him to question what is happening inside him, what is that pain that 
bothers him so much. 

The author “sews” the book, its characters, and conflicts to our chests. She 
treads finely, transparently, and in a way that makes it impossible to unstitch 
it. 

RIGHTS: CIDCLI (Spanish)

*Representing worldwide rights on behalf of CIDCLI.



Daniel Monedero*
Daniel Monedero is an author and a screenwriter born in 1977 in 
Valladolid, Spain. After finishing his studies at the Escuela de Arte 
Dramática in his hometown, Monedero decided to study Screenplay 
Writing at the Instituto de Cine de Madrid. In addition to his career as a 
writer, Monedero has worked as a screenwriter for many hit TV series 
in Spain, like: Siete Vidas, Aída and Los Quién. He is currently the head 
screenwriter at Producciones Aparte.

HIPÓLITO EL HIPNOTIZADOR [HIPOLITO THE HYPNOTIST]
Picture(Book,(32 pages, Mexico: CIDCLI, 2015.
Illustrations by Mariana Villanueva

Meeting Conrad The Great left Hipólito stupefied. From that day 
on, he decided his life should revolve around the art of hypnosis. At 
first,he wanted to learn it by himself—he though it was piece of 
cake. But soon he understood that if he wanted to be the best, he 
had to learn from the World’s masters. So he did. And it worked! 

He experimented his newly acquired techniques with family and 
friends. It was a huge success! 

However, Hipólito soon discovered he couldn’t get away with 
hypnotizing everyone every time he wanted to get something. . . 

RIGHTS: CIDCLI (Spanish)

Other titles by Daniel Monedero:

La tienda de animalhombres del señor Larsen El cuaderno de elefantes de Alfred H. Sullivan
[Mr. Larsen’s Manimals Shop]    [The Elephant’s Notebook, by Alfred H. Sullivan] 
Illustrated Album     Illustrated Album

 

*Representing worldwide rights on behalf of CIDCLI.



Alonso 
Nuñez*

Alonso was born in 1969 in Mexico City, the same year Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon. At that 
time, Alonso was pink and cried a lot. And his parents decided to name him after a famous and lunatic 
character: Alonso el Bueno, better known as Don Quixote of La Mancha. 

Armstrong came back to earth and here he stayed. Alonso, on the other hand, almost from that same 
year, has been living in the moon. He says he’s not to blame but his parents, because they had so many 
and very good books at home.

LA REINA DE CORAZONES [THE QUEEN OF HEARTS]
Picture book, 28 pages, Mexico: CIDCLI, 2015 
Illustrations by Ivar Da Coll

The queen’s wardrobe has been looted! And someone has lost their mind: 
it’s the queen herself! The kingdom’s army are displayed around the world, 
ready for war. What an insane tale!

But, in the end, who took her clothes away? It was the king. . .

A hillarious story kids love, magnificently illustrated by one of Latin 
America’s biggest: Ivar Da Coll.

RIGHTS: CIDCLI (Spanish)

*Representing worldwide rights on behalf of CIDCLI.



Mauricio Paredes
Mauricio was born in Santiago, Chile, in 1972. When he was a kid, he loved to play 
games, read books, draw images, write stories, talk to friends, sing and eat 
chocolate. It’s all the same now. But what did change over the years is that he used 
to work as an electrical engineer—a rather good one—until one day his head must 
have suffered a short circuit and he started writing.

Now he is a very succesful children’s author. His books are #1 bestsellers in Chile and they have been 
published all around Latin America and Spain. Mauricio is a tireless children’s literature researcher and 
promoter. Among other things, he has served as jury on some of the most prestigious literary prizes in 
Spanish and as president of IBBY in Chile. 

“A sort of rock-star for children.” —El Mercurio

“His books are devoured by children, who see themselves reflected on his texts.” —El Sur

“Funny, loving. He knows how children think.” 
—José Miguel Figueroa, reader (11 years old)

“Very amusing, funny, smart. He has a huge imagination, and through his books 
he can teach children about facts of life.” —M. Ignacia Vergara, reader (9 years old)

“He has to have an enormous imagination in order to write such funny books.” 
—Rocío Basualto, reader (9 years old)

¡AY, CUÁNTO ME QUIERO! [WHEE! I LOVE ME!]*
Chapter Book, 62 pages, Chile: Alfaguara Infantil, 2015 (first published in 2003). 

Whee! I love this book! Because it’s mine and no one else’s. Well, you may read it too, 
and even buy it. But it is all about me. Yeah . . . well, there may be other characters in 
the book, like a shy girl, a couple of imaginary friends, and some night monsters. But I 
am the star, the main character, the hero. The author should be proud of himself, 
because he just created the best character there has ever been: me!

¡Ay, cuánto me quiero! is the story of a boy with a very high self-esteem, told with wit, 
irony, and huge loads of humor that keeps kids avidly reading through the end.

130,000 copies sold. 

*English and French translations available upon request.

RIGHTS: Santillana (Spanish)



CÓMO DOMESTICAR A TUS PAPÁS [HOW TO TAME YOUR PARENTS]
Middle Grade, 110 pages, Chile: Alfaguara Infantil, 2015 (first published in 2009).

If you want to tame your parents, you have to find-out why they have some 
secrets. For instance, why are they afraid of speaking about sex? Or about 
divorce? Or about orphan iguanas? . . . Or about death? 

Lucas, the hero of this novel, is determined to find the answers to these and 
many other questions. Through careful observation, reasoning, and 
understanding of a series of funny and often fast-paced incidents around his 
family, Lucas will achieve his goal.

40,000 copies sold.

Rights: Santillana (Spanish)

Other titles by Mauricio Paredes:

La familia Guácatela    El festín de Agustín   La cama mágica de Bartolo 
[The Yucks]    [Agustin’s Feast]  [Bartolo’s Magic Bed]
Chapter Book    Picture Book   Chapter Book



Puck*

Puck is a children’s book author whose books have sold over 100,000 copies. 
He is the creator of the Cool Counting Books series, Doodle New York, Beach 
Doodles, Wow! New York City, New York Baby, My Foodie ABC, and My Foodie 
ABC Placemats among many others

RIGHTS: duopress (English, USA)

MESSI: SUPERSTAR
Middle Grade, 140 pages, USA: duopress, Spring, 2015.
Illustrations by Jon Stollberg

Millions of kids around the world know Lionel Messi, and they 
all know he is really good. But do they know how good he 
really is? This engaging book goes beyond a traditional 
biography and describes Messi’s life and record-breaking career 
through the use of fun graphics, comparisons with past and 
present players, playful reader challenges, and pages chock-full 
of interesting facts.

*Representing worldwide rights on behalf of duopress.



Most Recent Sales 

100 Pablo Picassos, by duopress labs
Non-Fiction for children
Rights sold to Juventud (Spanish), Giunti (Italian)

Do outro mundo [From Another World], by Ana Maria Machado
YA Fiction
Rights sold to Giunti (Italian)

Los vampiritos y el profesor, by Francisco Serrano
Easy readers
Rights sold to Giunti (Italian)

Pills and Starships, by Lydia Millet
YA Novel
Rights sold to Planeta (Spanish)

Uma história de rabos presos [A Tale of Tied Tails], by Ruth Rocha
Chapter Book
Rights sold to Giunti (Italian)
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