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Jheronimus 

 

A graphic novel by Marcel Ruijters about Hieronymus Bosch – Synopsis 

 

Chapter 1:The Great Fire. 

The story opens with a family picture of Jheronimus van Aken, his two brothers Goessen and Jan, 

their wives and two small children, when it is up to them to continue the workshop after the death 

of the father Anthonius in 1481. They reminiscense about the great fire of 1463. Jheronimus was 

quite young then. His mother had to look for him as he had gone missing in the turmoil. 

 

Chapter 2: Saint Martin. 

More scenes of city life in 'sHertogenbosch around 1482. We get to know the main characters better 

and their everyday work practice. Jheronimus is the youngest of three brothers, but also the most 

talented. Goessen, the oldest, manages the workshop. Jan, who is in the middle, has been appointed 

to the role of assistant. Also Goessen's wife Katelijn is a painter, while taking care of the kids. They 

work together on the paintings. Problems arise when a commissioned painting is rejected by the 

Blackfriars. But then they meet the architect of the new church, Alart Duhameel, an important man 

with connections, who shares Jheronimus' love for the grotesque.  

 

Chapter 3: The Forest Has Ears. 

Things are looking up. They are working on The Garden Of Delights. Jheronimus has to look for 

sources of inspiration and turns to his old teacher, Brother Gerardus in a nearby monastery.  There is 

a brief interruption for a rush job: The Calvary, as the commissioner is a sick man whose end is 

near. More discussions with Alart, explaining the obscure intentions of The Garden Of Delights, 

which are based on folk expressions. The commissioner is Lord Engelbrecht II, a wealthy and 

debauched character. The painters secretly envision him as the well-known “Tree Man”. 

 

Chapter 4: Justice. 

Jheronimus philosophises with a local bird catcher, who supplies him with a live owl. He gets a new 

assignment from the guild of chemists, who want a picture of the travelling tooth-pullers who they 

see as a threat to their business. Of course, they are no better than the quack doctors they detest. 

Meanwhile, our hero's wife Aleid, longs for pregnancy. Jheronimus gets mugged and inadvertently 

causes a quack to get chased out of town, only to be murdered by two robbers in the forest. The 

robbers go to 'sHertogenbosch to spend the money. They are arrested after a tavern brawl and 

executed.  

 

Chapter 5: The Great Journey. 

Alart Duhameel finally manages to convince Jheronimus to travel with him to Flanders, to meet 

other master painters and to spread the word about his esteemed artist friend. But they won't get 

very far. At their first stop, Jheronimus gets paranoid after a gypsy woman's palm reading and, with 

visions of fire in mind, he decides to go back. Alart is disappointed and continues alone. When 

Jheronimus reaches home, all seems fine: no fires. But during his absence, his two brothers had 

gotten into a serious argument which almost had caused a fire. Jan leaves the shop. Jheronimus will 

never travel again.  
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Chapter 6: 1500 A.D. 

The year 1500. Success has come. Wealthy merchants and kings order paintings. But Jheronimus is 

depressed. Both his brothers are dead and Aleid has born him no children. Also, a growing part of 

the population is impoverished. The number of beggars has been growing steadily to an intolerable 

level, due to war and famine. He gets a letter from Alart, who is living in Antwerp now. Their 

correspondence offers a bird’s eye view of the general situation in 'sHertogenbosch. 

 

 

 

Chapter 7: Death. 

Jheronimus and Aleid watch the travelling side show on the market. They reminiscense about their 

lives. Their hopes are about the nephews, Jan and Anthonius (Goessen's sons), who have grown up 

to be promising artists. Then Death comes in the night for Jheronimus. But Death seems to have 

made a mistake: it is nephew Anthonius' name on the list. Jheronimus follows him to fix it. Aleid 

goes looking for him in a dream landscape filled with monsters. They fail to impress her, as she has 

seen it all before. But she won't find her husband before she wakes up.  

 

Epilogue. 

 

José de Sigüenza, a monk working as archivalist for the Spanish king a century later, expresses his 

admiration for Bosch's work. 

 

The end. 

 

-- 

In general it is not my intention to reconstruct Bosch's life – it would be pretentious for anyone to 

claim to know him. A lot of data has been lost in five centuries, and artists from so long ago usually 

have not left behind that much. Therefore, it is not the idea to give a complete overview of his body 

of work. It is not an essay. Some lost works are hinted at in a playful way. More important is to 

show that what we know as authentic Bosch paintings, consists of teamwork. And that everything 

was commissioned work, reflecting the culture of the time rather than personal views of the artist.  

Therefore there is also quite some comedy going on here. Especially because life was hard, people 

treated things with a strong sense of irony. 
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